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While we often think of stewardship in terms of money, Christian stewardship is everything we 

do after we say, “I believe.” Over the next two weeks, we invite you to spend a few moments each 

day reflecting on what it means to participate in a ministry of giving—giving to God, giving to 

others, giving to our church, and giving to ourselves. This ministry of giving is made possible by 

a prayerful grounding in the promises and guidance of God.  

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THIS BOOKLET 

• Devote time each day to meditate and pray with the daily devotions. Allow them to inspire 

and challenge you. Some prefer to do this as a family or with a close friend. Some prefer 

to do this each morning, allowing the material to guide and inform their coming day. Others 

prefer to read the material at night and then meditate on it the following day. Some families 

even prefer to explore the ideas together at dinner time. The important thing is to use this 

resource in a way that works best for you. 

• Consider beginning your time by lighting a candle, bowing your head, or breathing deeply 

to allow God’s Holy Spirit to bless and center you. 

• End your time with prayer or meditation to reflect on what the devotion brings to your life 

of faith. 

 



DAY 1 

A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 

 

For everything there is a season,  

and a time for every matter under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). 

 

Have you looked at your watch today? Your alarm clock? Your calendar? We have so many ways 

of “keeping time” in our world. Long before contemporary clocks or calendars, the writer of 

Ecclesiastes knew that God had a unique way of keeping time: God’s time for everything.  

 

In our church, we have gone through times of joy and sorrow, times of struggle and ease, times of 

death and life. We are now going through a time where we hope to begin growing once more. 

Growth is never easy. Growing pains in children and teens often bring leg aches and heartbreaks. 

The growth into old age brings its own leg aches and heartbreaks. But human growth is part of 

God’s plan, as is spiritual growth in the church. At the church, growth brings us to a time of new 

ministry opportunities. How are you experiencing growth in your life, in your family, in our 

church?  

 

God has planted and watered our church. By the Holy Spirit, our church is being nurtured and 

fertilized. Christ is calling us to reap the harvest. It is a time to grow, a time to reap the harvest, a 

time to build the ministry of our church.  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

How am I growing in God’s time? How can I support our church’s ministry of giving? 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

God, help me recognize your timing  

and tune my ear to hear your voice  

in the busyness of life. Amen. 



DAY 2 

WORKING FOR THE LORD 

 

Commit your work to the Lord,  

and your plans will be established (Proverbs 16:3). 

 

In the early days of the Church, small groups of Jews and Gentiles gathered to hear the preaching 

of Christian leaders like Paul and Peter. How did they survive the time of dangerous travel and 

risky church-building? They committed their ministries and mission to God.  

 

The building of the church in those first days of Christianity was miraculous, yes, but those early 

leaders organized carefully, prayed fervently, discerned and utilized their God-given gifts, and 

turned their ministry efforts over to God. Amazing churches, like the Thessalonian Church, were 

the results of that dedication to God through Christ Jesus.  

 

Likewise, when we organize carefully, pray fervently, discern and utilize our God-given gifts, and 

then turn our ministry efforts over to God, our plans will be established. That’s what it means to 

commit our work to the Lord. And when we commit our work to the Lord, we unleash the power 

of the Holy Spirit to perform miracles—miracles as amazing as those of the early church! 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Commit yourself to the mission and ministry of our church in service to the world. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Holy Spirit, descend upon our church.  

Work through your body of Christ,  

that our fellowship may be an instrument of love and life  

in our community and the larger world. Amen. 



DAY 3 

TRUSTING GOD TO PROVIDE 

 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance 

so that by always having enough of everything,  

you may share abundantly in every good work (2 Cor. 9:8). 

 

Worry seems to be a badge of honor these days. “I’m worried about my kids.” “I’m worried about 

my job.” “I’m worried about my credit card bill.” Jesus knew what it was to worry—about his 

mother, his followers, his life, and his impending death. Even amidst those fears, he said, “Do not 

worry about tomorrow.”  

 

Part of the journey to mature faith is developing the ability to turn our worries over to God. But 

this ability depends on our ability to trust that God will provide for our needs. This in turn means 

we need to ask God for help and seeks God’s will for our lives. Such is the work of the Holy 

Spirit—for us as individuals and as the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

The journey of faith requires courage, trust, and confidence that God will provide. Only with such 

faith can we joyfully share abundantly in every good work! 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Trust that God will provide. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Gracious Giver of Life, help me trust that you will provide.  

Fill my heart with a yearning to share your abundance  

through the ministries of MBCC. Amen. 



DAY 4 

DISCERNING GOD’S WILL 

 

All must give as they are able according to the blessings  

given to them by the Lord (Deuteronomy 16:17). 

 

Sometimes, we are confused about what God wants us to do. But when it comes to giving our time, 

our talents, and our treasures, we may not be as confused as we pretend. The wealthy man who 

came to Jesus asking how to inherit eternal life knew God’s answer to his question before he ever 

asked it. Perhaps he was hoping Jesus would give a different answer. But Jesus provided God’s 

answers: love and give as freely as you have received. 

 

Loving and giving always seem to be the answers when God is asked a question. We often don’t 

know what the most loving thing to do might be, or how much we ought to give. But discerning 

God’s will in specific matters only becomes clear when we first acknowledge that loving and 

giving are God’s answers to most questions.  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Be inspired to love and give. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Loving God, help me to answer life’s questions by loving and giving. 



DAY 5 

TRUE RICHES 

 

Jesus said: “No one can serve two masters.  

Either he will hate the one and love the other,  

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  

You cannot serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:24). 

 

To live the American dream, we are encouraged to serve money first and everyone and everything 

else second. But Jesus wisely reminds us that when we treat money as an end in itself, and not as 

a means to do good in our world, we will end up placing money on a higher level of importance 

than God. Every time we do that, we are certain to be disappointed in life’s returns. 

 

Christ calls us to serve God first and foremost in our lives. Other priorities and responsibilities fall 

into place naturally when we put God first. And we discover the true riches that only God can 

provide—riches of love and joy, faith and hope.  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Invest your life in the kingdom of God— 

only then will you discover life’s true riches. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Glorious God, help us discover life’s true riches 

as we place you first and foremost in our lives. Amen. 



DAY 6 

PRIORITIES 

 

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due,  

when it is in your power to do it (Proverbs 3:27). 

 

We live in a society that requires us to share our wealth with human institutions, governments, 

grocers, merchants and retailers, investors and bankers. God, on the other hand, is not interested 

in our monetary wealth for its own sake. God is interested in our monetary wealth as it relates to 

our spiritual and ethical priorities. 

 

When Jesus spoke of people refusing an invitation to a heavenly banquet, he was speaking of 

people like you and me. Life’s business and busy-ness often lead us away from the heavenly 

banquet God has already prepared. If we want to join the party, we must depend upon God’s Holy 

Spirit to bind us more closely to God and to God’s priorities. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

May my priorities be aligned with God’s will.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Master Designer, order our lives according to your purposes, 

and align our use of monetary wealth  

with your spiritual and ethical priorities. Amen. 



DAY 7 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

 
Some pretend to be rich, yet have nothing; 

others pretend to be poor, yet have great wealth (Proverbs 13:7). 

 

Sometimes giving to God is a joy and a pleasure. Sometimes giving is difficult, challenging, or 

even risky. Yet we are called to give sacrificially, to give up something we love and cherish for 

something we love and cherish more—God.  

 

The widow who gave her last two coins is the ultimate example of such sacrificial giving. Because 

she gave so generously, her gift is remembered two thousand years later. Many people who are 

poor, on fixed incomes, or in school think their gifts do not matter to God. But such gifts are the 

gifts that God appreciates the most, for God knows that such gifts are always sacrificial.  

 

The question for us with more extensive resources is: How much should we give in order to give 

sacrificially? Joseph of Arimathea offered his fancy family tomb for the burial of Jesus. David 

insisted on buying property so that he could offer his own generous wealth to God. What gifts 

might we bring as our sacrifice of love to Christ? 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Sacrifice only comes when we give in ways that change our lifestyle. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

God, grant me the peace to accept the gifts you have given,  

the courage to give sacrificially,  

and the wisdom to know what this means. Amen. 



DAY 8 

THE POWER OF OUR GIFTS 

 

A gift opens doors.  

It gives access to the great (Proverbs 18:16). 

 

People who are unsure of their gifts are sometimes more hesitant to share those gifts. But scripture 

teaches us that our gifts are God-given and, thus, incredibly powerful. Our gifts of time, talents, 

and treasures are infused with the power of the Holy Spirit. When we turn those gifts over to God, 

they are powerful indeed! 

 

The starving widow who shared her last bit of flour and oil with the prophet Elijah learned this 

lesson well, for after sharing her meager gifts, she had a bottomless jar of oil and an endless supply 

of flour. Powerful gifts continued when Elijah’s presence in her home resulted in the miraculous 

resurrection of her son from the hands of death. Who knows what miraculous power our gifts 

might have if we give as generously as that widow gave?! 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

May God work miracles through my generosity. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Source of miracles, infuse my gifts of time, talent, and treasure 

with the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Work through my gifts to do only what you can do. Amen. 



DAY 9 

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD 

 

I no longer call you servants . . .  

Instead, I call you friends (John 15:15). 

 

Jesus knew that his time on earth was limited, and so he chose twelve special followers to be his 

chosen disciples. Dozens of other followers learned from Jesus and shared his teachings and love 

with others. Out of this partnership of ministry, the Church was born. Into this partnership of 

ministry, God sent the Holy Spirit to bless and empower our shared ministries. Two thousand years 

later, this same Spirit moves through our church and our ministries.  

 

In story after story, the Bible records miracles being performed as a result of someone’s faith in 

God. The Gospel of Mark records the story of a man whose healing comes not just from his own 

faith in Jesus, but from the faith, perseverance, and hard work of his friends.  

 

The divine ability to change this world is limited only by human refusal to be in partnership with 

God. But when we enter into partnership with Christ through the Power of the Holy Spirit, there 

is no limit to what God can do! 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

There is no limit to what God can do with and through you. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Lord, help me see you every day  

so that I might share you along the way. Amen. 



DAY 10 

THE DIVIDENDS OF GIVING 

 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said,  

“It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35b). 

 

Do you ever feel that no matter how much money you have, there is never enough to make ends 

meet? Sometimes, it feels like our wallets and purses have holes in them. This happens when we 

invest our money in disposable items . . . fast food, paper products, rented videos, automobile 

leases, and toys that are outdated a week after they’re purchased. The same thing happens when 

we invest our time and talents in unrewarding activities . . . television sitcoms, trashy novels, talk-

shows, emotionally void social events, and superficial friendships.  

 

God provides an answer to this vicious cycle of fatigue and loss: God calls us to give our time, 

talent, and treasures to Christ’s work and service in the world. When we focus on giving rather 

than receiving, we can invest our money in long-lasting ministries and our time in life-changing 

relationships. The dividends of such expenditures are immeasurable! Amazingly enough, when we 

place God’s priorities first, our expenditures of time and money also fall into place.  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Set your heart on God’s work, that those in need might be touched by your generosity. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Lord, touch me with your generosity 

and help me place your priorities first in my life. Amen. 



DAY 11 

HONORING GOD WITH OUR GIFTS 

 

Honor the Lord with your wealth,  

with the first fruits of all your crops (Proverbs 3:9). 

 

Do our gifts honor God? In the early days of our faith, our ancestors were instructed carefully in 

the art of giving glory and honor to God. In Deuteronomy 17:1 for example, God tells the people: 

“Never sacrifice a sick or defective ox or sheep to the Lord your God, for he detests such gifts.” 

These guidelines help us remember that we should give what is right, not what is left. 

 

One way to glorify God is the glory and honor we give to Christ’s Church. When we invest in the 

work of God at the house of God, it pleases God. When we invest in the work of God, we bring 

pleasure to God through the investment. When we invest time, talents, and resources in the church, 

we are placing our lives and existence in the very place that pleases God most. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

May my giving and my living glorify God. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Let my belief, my prayer, my very being  

bring glory and an honor to you, O God. Amen. 



DAY 12 

THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,  

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:17). 

 

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life and on giving. Attitude can make 

or break a company . . . a church . . . a stewardship campaign . . . a home. The remarkable thing is 

we choose what attitude with which we will face each day. This applies to our attitude about giving 

as well. We cannot change the amount we have to give, the natural talents we have or don’t have, 

the time that has come and gone. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is 

embrace what comes our way with gratitude.  

 

What seems like a blessing today may turn out to be a curse. And what seems like a curse may 

ultimately turn into a great blessing. Life is ten percent what happens to us and ninety percent how 

we react to it. And that ninety percent changes drastically depending upon whether bring an attitude 

of gratitude to our day. Our ability to give joyfully will reflect the attitude we have chosen to guide 

each day.  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Develop a thankful and hopeful attitude. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

God, fill me with your Holy Spirit,  

that I may develop an attitude of gratitude. 



DAY 13 

GOD’S GIFT TO US 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish  

but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 

In the birth of the universe, God is revealed as all powerful; in the birth of Jesus, God is revealed 

as all vulnerable. Only a love that is both all-powerful and all-vulnerable can save the world. Only 

a love that spreads its arms naked on the cross can save the world. In Christ, God becomes naked 

and vulnerable to give us the gift of salvation.  

How does one say thank you for such an awesome gift? In Paul’s letter to the church of Corinth, 

he invites us to respond to God’s wonderful gifts in Christ by giving offerings to Christ’s church. 

God’s vulnerable love invites our own vulnerability, our own willingness to truly open our hearts 

and willingly share with God and others our appreciation for God’s great gift to us. 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

May my life be filled with joy for the gift of Christ Jesus. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Heavenly God, thank you for your vulnerable love, 

and for your gift of eternal life,  

through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



DAY 14 

THE JOY OF GIVING 

 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

The church at Corinth must have been made up of an amazing group of givers. They were not a 

rich group of Christians, but they made a large missionary pledge to build the church at Macedonia. 

Paul knew that even the most joyful givers find it helpful to make commitments to God and to 

keep careful track of those commitments. Paul also knew that less joyful givers are not always 

thrilled with the need for such commitments and record-keeping.  

 

Rather than focusing on the possibility of forgetting to give, we are called to find joy and 

excitement in our giving. The work of MBCC gives us the opportunity to find new joy and 

excitement as we see our gifts turn into ministries of outreach. God is providing us the chance to 

discover the same joy that the church at Corinth found in their ministries. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Find the freedom and joy to give generously. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

God of laughter and love, fill us with the joy of your Holy Spirit.  

May your joy surround our giving and our living. Amen. 


