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MISSIONS MOMENT
Hello, dear praying friends,
Since I wrote to you last, Wycliffe USA has produced a
new video that you might enjoy watching:
https://youtu.be/ak0ZiqETWA4. It’s less than 2 minutes
long, but a powerful reminder of how lives are transformed through access to the Scriptures. I was encouraged
by it because, with all the corona restrictions, it’s easy to
get focused on my little world. It was a good reminder to
look up and out at the big picture of what God’s doing in
the world.
Life here for me is rolling along pretty smoothly. I started
coaching 3 new people in Ministry Partnership
Development in the past coupe of weeks, which is a
real joy. Because of the summer lull, I have had very
few coaching sessions. And though I enjoyed the other
projects I was doing, getting back to more coaching just
makes my heart happy. I see it as confirmation that God
has allowed me to serve in a role that fits me well!

Health wise, I’m feeling quite well and have been
sooooo happy to have autumn arrive because it means
the end of my seasonal allergies! I just wake up every
day feeling good again. I also enjoy the cooler weather
and getting to wear my hoodies :) Here’s a photo I took
recently:

In addition to coaching, I’ve got quite a few other irons in
the fire currently:
I’m putting the finishing touches on a new reading plan
for YouVersion that will be published by Wycliffe Germany on the topic of generosity.
I’m writing up documents and website content for a new
European website on the topic of Ministry Partnership
Development. This project really belongs to my colleague,
Elke, but I’m putting my college degree in writing to good
use by drafting and editing all sorts of content to help
missionaries in their support raising.
I’m preparing my contributions for the Inspired Wochenende that takes place from 27-29 November. This
is a weekend for people who have some connection to
Wycliffe Germany and want to keep in touch. It’s sort of
a “homecoming” weekend for people who have served in
short-term assignments, those who serve on the mission
support teams of German members, past volunteers, and
anyone else who just wants to come and hear about what’s
going on in the Wycliffe world.
I’m starting preparations for my part in a “Get to Know
Wycliffe” event happening between Christmas and New
Years. Since I’m taking the rest of my annual vacation in
December, I need to have most of my responsibilities
finished well ahead of time.

I’d appreciate prayer for:
Keeping a good work/life balance in the midst of a
busy season.
Wisdom and discipline to manage my workload well.
Additional people to take advantage of my coaching
resources.
The continuing need for new financial partners and
year-end donations.
Blessings to you and please do let me know how I can
be praying for you specifically!
-Amy
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ELDER UPDATE
November was a particularly busy month for the Elder Board,
which held multiple meetings through the first three weeks of
the month.
In addition to dealing with issues related to the COVID pandemic, the Elders spent time on the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vetting candidates for both the Deacon and Deaconesses
boards.
Meeting with and praying for the current members of the
Deacon Board.
Working out the details of next year’s church theme, “Identity in Christ.”
Updating and approving the new Employee Handbook.
Reviewing the church’s finances through the first quarter of
the fiscal year.
Approving a new medical reimbursement policy for staff
members who are on Medicare.
Approving the pastors’ housing allowances for 2021.

The Elders’ meeting on Nov. 17 was devoted almost entirely to
formulating a biblical response to the governor’s most recent
restrictions on church gathers. The result of that meeting was
communicated in a letter emailed to the congregation on
Nov. 18.
Among the issues the elders plan to work on in the coming
months:
• Developing a facilities maintenance plan, which will prioritize the repair and renovation work that needs to be done
on the EBC campus.
• Approving a new Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for
weddings at EBC.
• Developing a new job description for the church administrator.
• Determining the status of Hill Creek Christian School,
which has been a provisional ministry of the church for the
past two years.

The biggest project on the Elders’ plate is the development of a five-year plan for EBC. The Elders took the
first step in that process in early November by discussing the following question: “What are the three or four
most important things we want to accomplish as a
church?” Ultimately, the answers to that question will
serve as the foundation for the five-year plan.
As the Elders begin the work of putting that foundation in place, they welcome input from the congregation. If you have some thoughts you would like to
share, please feel free to contact any of the following
elders: Kevin Brown (chairman), Jerry Lanting (vice
chairman), Patrick Slyman, Herb Geeslin, Nathan
Fogde, Tim Drumm, Dennis Weems, Jeff Rindal, Dave
Riley, Mike McAllister, Gary Moore or Luke Boswell.

DECEMBER 2020 | VOLUME NO. 5

UPCOMING
EVENTS
December 5: Glorious Christ: A Christmas Celebration (Women’s Event)
December 13: Business Meeting
December 16: Wednesday Nights End
December 24: Christmas Eve Service
December 29–30: CROSS20 (YAM Event)
January 6: Wednesday Nights Kick-Off
January 10 & 17: Baptism Class
January 11: GriefShare Starts
January 16: Men’s Breakfast
January 24: Baptism Service
January 30: Titus 2 Women’s Event
January 31: Night of Worship
February 10: AWANA Grand Prix
February 19: Youth Movie Night
February 21: Membership Class
February 22: Baby Shower/Coffee & Connect

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
• Women’s Ministry:
-Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in our church & community in
need)
• Student Ministry:
-Middle School Staff
-YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks
to provide meals for the Young Adult
Ministry)
• Children’s Ministry:
-Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and
Children’s Classes
-AWANA Workers
• Missions Team:
-Various positions needed
• Administration:
-Facilities Maintenance Team
• Worship & Tech Ministry:
-Singers & Musicians to help lead
corporate worship
-Sound, Projection, Livestream
• Connections Ministry:
-Greeters
-Connections Desk workers
-Hospitality for events & classes
If you’re interested in serving in any
of these areas, send an email to nathan@ebcmv.org and Pastor Nathan will
connect you with the ministry leaders.
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SONG OF THE MONTH :
SING WE THE SONG OF EMMANUEL
Sing we the song of Emmanuel
This the Christ who was long foretold
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.
God Most High in a manger laid
Lift your voices and now proclaim
Great and glorious, Love has come to us
Join now with the hosts of heaven

BODY LIFE

Come we to welcome Emmanuel
King who came with no crown or throne
Helpless He lay, the Invincible
Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son
O what wisdom to save us all
Shepherds, sages, before Him fall
Grace and majesty, what humility
Come on bended knee, adore Him

Deaths:

Go spread the news of Emmanuel
Joy and peace for the weary heart
Lift up your heads, for your King has come
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark
Glory shining for all to see
Hope alive, let the gospel ring
God has made a way, He will have the praise
Tell the world His name is Jesus

Thank you from the Suttles family.

Dorothy Rabenstein
November 9
Mary Beasley
November 12
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COUNSELING CORNER
Prayer is an area where nearly every Christian has room for greater consistency and discipline. That is actually the easy part to admit. It is more difficult to acknowledge that our lack of prayer flows from wrong thinking
about God and ourselves. Our natural bent is towards unbelief and self-sufficiency. These tendencies often keep
us from praying.
As we peer into the Word of God
we find help for our prayerlessness
in the opening pages of 1 Samuel.
The book begins with a woman
weeping in Shiloh. Her name is
Hannah, and she teaches us much
about prayer. A close inspection of
Hannah’s story points us ultimately
to God’s faithfulness and demonstrates
that his character fuels our prayers. If Hannah were our instructor in the school of prayer, I believe she would
give us 3 necessary convictions for a consistent prayer life.

1. Recognize Your Dependence
One conviction we must develop is a deep recognition of our dependence on God and his grace. We will never consistently pray without a settled understanding that we, as sinful creatures, need the Lord. I once heard a
preacher say that a Christian’s prayerlessness is his/her declaration of independence from God. When we fail to
pray regularly, we are demonstrating a reliance on self that is antithetical to the Scriptures. So, instead of pretending like we have it all together, we begin by admitting that we are actually quite needy.
We see this demonstrated in the life of Hannah. Upon first meeting her, we learn that she is absolutely devastated
by her inability to conceive a child. On top of that, her husband makes his best case for “the boneheaded move
of the year award” when he asks her, “…why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” (1 Samuel
1:8 ESV). [A word of wisdom to husbands reading this, if you come across your wife crying, the answer is never
to remind her how blessed she is to have you in her life]. Worse than the dumb question, Hannah’s husband has
taken another wife, Peninnah, who has been able to bear children. Peninnah is relentless in her mocking and
bullying of Hannah (see 1 Samuel 1:6-7).
All of this culminates in Hannah being broken. Her circumstances, family, and friends have all failed to provide
hope. She is in such anguish that she has stopped eating. In her pain, she understands that there is only one place
she can run. And run she does, straight to the throne of grace.

2. Believe God Cares
It is not enough to know we need God, we must believe that he cares. We need to know that our cries are heard
by a tender and loving Father. God, by sheer grace, invites us to pour out our fears, our failings, our desires, and
our griefs to him. It doesn’t make him nervous or embarrassed. He delights in hearing from his children.
Hannah is found at the Temple “pouring out her soul out before the Lord” because she believes that God is the
type of God that cares for his children (1 Samuel 1:15). Dale Ralph Davis makes the connection between her
desperate prayer and her belief that God cares, “[Hannah] addresses Yahweh of hosts, cosmic ruler, sovereign
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of every and all power, and assumes that the broken heart of a relatively obscure woman in the hill country of
Ephraim matters to him.”
Hannah is so eccentric in her prayer that the priest on duty assumes that she is drunk (1 Samuel 1:14). While the
priest is guessing about Hannah’s state of mind, the Lord of the universe has leaned in to hear her plea.

3. Trust God’s Sovereignty
God not only cares, but he is also sovereign, meaning he can and will bring about that which he wills. He is powerful enough to answer any request. He can save the person you’ve nearly given up praying for. He can deliver
your child from the deepest bondage to sin. He can restore broken relationships. He can comfort in the deepest
affliction.
We see Hannah’s trust in God’s sovereignty in the way she addresses him. She calls him “Lord (Yahweh) of
Hosts,” a title signifying his rule over the entire universe. He is the sovereign Lord who commands all the armies
of heaven. There is seemingly no doubt in Hannah’s mind that the one who “closed her womb” (1:5) is the one
powerful enough to reverse her fortunes. Hannah’s trust in the sovereignty of God doesn’t lead her to a “ho-hum
why should I pray if God is sovereign?” sort of attitude. Instead, it was her understanding of the sovereignty of
God that drove her to pray.

Conclusion
No schedule, no app, no amount of alarms can create in us a desire to pray. After all, Hannah didn’t run to the
Lord because she realized she hadn’t done her daily quiet time. She came out of a clear understanding that she
needed him to act, a firm belief that he cared to listen, and a settled trust that he was powerful enough to deliver
her. Likewise, let us rest in these truths and find in ourselves a growing desire to pour our souls out before the
Lord.
Kyle Gangel
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