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MISSIONS MOMENTS
Jack and Carolyn Teeter Prayer Requests:
- Prayer as they minister locally and do counseling
through phone calls and online.

Argyris and Dina Petrou Prayer Requests:
- Thanks and prayer for E and her 1 year old who have
found safety and a family at Damaris House
- Prayer for provision of funds needed at the Damaris
House

Amy Barnes Prayer Requests:
- Praise: My work as a coach for Ministry Partnership
Development continues to go well. And I’m encouraged
by slow but steady growth in the number of people I get to
work with. Working from home has been an unexpected
blessing during the pandemic, too.
- Though I continue to struggle with chronic food and
environmental allergies, my health has never been better.
I’m grateful for the improvements I’ve experienced over
the past year!
- It was on December 17th in 2003 that I learned I had
been accepted as a member of Wycliffe. The 17 years since
then have unfolded quite differently than I expected but
I’m blessed to be living here in Germany and to have work
that is both a joy and a challenge. I’m so thankful to be
able to look back and see how God has led and provided
thus far and I wait with anticipation to see what is still in
store for me!

- Praise God for leading us to a different church that
seems to be a better fit for all of us.
- Praise God for Hannah’s acceptance to college. Please
pray with us for God to continue to guide her and
provide for her needs as she trusts Him.
- Pray for wisdom as Rob works with the WEC USA
director to compile the list of documents requested by
the lawyers to investigate WEC’s likelihood of obtaining church status with the IRS.
- Pray for all the end-of-the year activities in the
finance office and flexibility/balance for when the girls
have to do school virtually due to quarantine and/or
school closures.
- Finally, there is no news on the diabetic alert dog for
Josiah. But on Monday night, for the first time, Josiah asked God if He would bring us the dog this July.
I don’t know if that is God’s timing, but would you
please join Josiah and us in praying that God would
bring us the dog this July if it is his will?

Eric and Danica Abisror Prayer Requests:
- God’s continued blessing on the beginnings of the
biblical counseling ministry in Argentina.
- Safety and health as we travel to visit family this
holiday season.
- Continued loosening of restrictions in order to allow
for ministry in person in 2021.

- The struggling Argentine economy and its impacts
- Prayer: I’ve been encouraged by some year-end gifts that on our friends, ministry and community.
have been both a blessing to me and an asset to my ministry budget! I’m still in need of additional people to part- - The salvation and spiritual growth of our 5 boys.
ner with me through monthly financial support. Would
you please continue to pray for that?
- Continued prayer is also appreciated for the world-wide
work of Bible translation and related ministries that have
been complicated by the pandemic.

Rob and Laura Evans Prayer Requests:
- Praise God for Jesus and the Christmas season; He is our
JOY and salvation!
- Praise God for a nice Thanksgiving we had with another
WEC family. It was fun getting to know them better and
fellowship over all God has done for us this year.
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ELDER UPDATE
Few people have served in leadership at Emmanuel Baptist
Church as long and as faithfully as Gary Moore.

the Word of God and the congregation ahead of himself. He will be greatly missed.”

Gary and his wife, Arlene, began attending EBC in 1979. Gary
joined the Deacon Board in 1982 and has been an important
part of the church’s leadership ever since. His only breaks in the
past 38 years were the one-year “sabbaticals” the church bylaws
used to require elders to take after two terms on the board.

To those who have served alongside Gary over the
years, it is clear the Lord has blessed him with the gift
of encouragement (Romans 12:6-8).

Gary officially resigned from the Elder Board at the business
meeting on Dec. 13, citing the constraints of COVID-19 and
declining physical abilities.
“It’s just time to step down,” he said. “There are a lot of young
people in the church that can do a lot more effective job.”
Gary served faithfully through the tenures of five “senior” pastors and through several models of church governance – from
an executive council-led church to a congregational-led church
to an elder-led church.
He served as church chairman in the days when the top level of
leadership at EBC included just three men – the senior pastor,
the church chairman and the head of the Deacon Board. Gary
was the chairman in the 1980s when senior pastor Chuck Ver
Straten stepped down, a move that temporarily left no pastor on
staff. That summer, while on vacation from his job as a teacher at LaVenture Middle School in Mount Vernon, Gary “went
down (to the church) and had office hours.” Much of his time
was spent lining up speakers to fill the pulpit each Sunday until
the new pastor, Jack DeWolfe, came on board.
The hiring of Pastor Jack was the result of one of several “pastor
searches” Gary took part in over the years.
“Even though it’s one of the toughest situations, the search for
pastors has been an interesting and challenging time …,” Gary
said. “You get to see how God is working in other parts of the
country through those people.”
Throughout his time in church leadership, Gary has been the
embodiment of a servant leader (Mark 10:43-45).
“Gary was the chairman of the Elder Board when I came on
board in 2012,” said Kevin Brown, the current Elder Board
chairman. “He set the standard for how to respond to all kinds
of issues with grace, humility and gentleness, and he always put

“Gary was always encouraging people,” said Pastor of
Worship and Connections and fellow elder Nathan
Fogde. “Whether it was phone calls, personal conversations, or e-mails, he was one to build up his fellow
brother and sister in Christ. Gary took time for people. I hope to emulate that as I shepherd the body at
EBC.”
Gary said the best thing about his time in leadership
at EBC was simply being able to “serve God.” Among
the blessings that resulted from that service were the
strong bonds he developed with the people of EBC.
“The shepherding ministry lately is a challenge to keep
up with everyone,” he said. “But it’s really rewarding to
see people growing and maturing (in Christ).”
If you would like to send Gary a note of appreciation
for his service, he can be reached at garyedwardmoore@gmail.com.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
January 6: Wednesday Nights Kick Off
January 10 & 17: Baptism Class, Youth Parent Meeting
January 11: GriefShare Starts
January 16: Men’s Breakfast
January 24: Baptism Service
January 30: Titus 2 Women’s Event
January 31: Night of Worship
February 19: Youth Movie Night
February 20: Men’s Breakfast
February 21: Membership Class
February 22: Baby Shower/Coffee & Connect
March 19: Youth Climbing Event: Riverstone Gym
March 20: Men’s Breakfast, Mother/Daughter Tea
March 21: Discover EBC
March 27: Titus 2 Women’s Event

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
• Women’s Ministry:
-Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in
our church & community in need)
- Child Care for Tuesday Women’s Bible
Study
• Student Ministry:
-Middle School Staff
-YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks to
provide meals for YAM)
• Children’s Ministry:
-Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and
Children’s Classes
-AWANA Workers
• Missions Team:
-Various positions needed
• Administration:
-Facilities Maintenance Team
• Worship & Tech Ministry:
-Singers & Musicians to help lead corporate worship
-Sound, Projection, Livestream
• Connections Ministry:
-Greeters
-Connections Desk workers
-Hospitality for events & classes
If you’re interested in serving in any of
these areas, contact nathan@ebcmv.org
and Nathan will connect you with the right
ministry leaders.
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MINISTRY MOMENT
2020 Deaf Ministry
I would like to share some thoughts about the Ministry to the Deaf in this last year 2020.
Yes, we have just come out of a chaotic, confusing, and sad year but we look ahead and not behind.
You may have not seen the work God continued to do among the Deaf at Emmanuel, but we were
there alongside you every Sunday from March through October interpreting Livestream from home
via Zoom and Video Phone for the Deaf. In mid-October attendance with online interpreting became
intermittent with the Deaf congregation. However, we have continued to minister to the Deaf on
Facebook, Video Phone and are looking forward to joining our church family again at EBC as God
opens the doors. Thank you for your prayers and encouragement that has spurred us on this last year.
We are reminded often that God’s work is fluid and continues even despite COVID-19’s restrictions.
How Deaf ministry looks today is different than a year ago but the changes and new opportunity that
arise we eagerly accept and rejoice because God’s work is not finished among His precious Deaf family. We give Him Thanks and praise for His faithfulness to us all.
Since Jesus is truly “God with us,” we can rejoice that God is in control and cares for each one of us,
and HE does not change!
Together in Christ,
Ron and Rachelle Kiesser
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BODY LIFE
Births:
Brooks James Kahns
Born on December 12 to Mitchell and Alexis
We are rejoicing with you!

strictions are removed and our nursery care can be
expanded to more regular numbers.

Deaths:
Gary Gifford
December 13
Gus Tillman
December 20

Please be praying for their families.
Thank You:
Dear friends of EBC,
Maybe you sent a card, or prayed quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent us flowers, that showed us that you
cared.
Perhaps you spoke kind words, as any friend would
say,
Or just thought of us, throughout each and every
day.
Whatever you did to console our hearts,
We thank you so very much, whatever the part.
It’s with gratitude and trust within our hearts that
we have peace and confidence that Glen is in heaven
and we will see him again someday.
From the family of Glen Thomason:
Often during the Thanksgiving and Christmas
seasons we are asked to reflect on what things we
are thankful for or what gifts we are giving or received. This year especially, it could be challenging
to give positive answers in such a discussion. But in
Children’s Ministry a positive answer is easy. We are
thankful for the gift of Caroline Lee.
Caroline has served the Lord for countless years
as coordinator of EBC’s nursery program. She has
faithfully overseen the running of the Infant and
Toddler rooms and been the reassuring face at
check-in for reluctant little ones. We are excited to
know that Caroline’s Sunday mornings are free to
attend Equipping classes and the worship service.
While we are grateful for Caroline’s years of faithful
service, we are also thankful for our new Nursery
Coordinator, Pam Kessler. Pam has already been
at work familiarizing herself with our systems and
methods. She will officially begin when COVID re-

SONG OF THE MONTH :
HE IS WORTHY
Holy, holy is the Son of God. None can stand
before His majesty.
Beautiful beyond our highest thought.
Worthy! He is worthy!
Holy, holy is the Word made flesh. King who
bore our pain and poverty,
Come to claim the rebel and the wretch.
Worthy! He is worthy!
All glory and honor, all power and praise
Be to Your name, be to Your name.
For no one could rival Your glory and fame.
We lift high the name of Jesus.
Holy, holy is the Lamb who died. Canceling
our debt at Calvary,
Rising from the grave to reign on high.
Worthy! He is worthy!
Holy, holy, Lord Almighty, worthy is Your
name.
Holy, holy, none beside You, greatly to be
praised.
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COUNSELING CORNER: CONTENTMENT, PART 2
In “Contentment, Part 1” last time, we learned from the apostle Paul that you and I can be contented people. However, as we all know, contentment is not something that comes to us naturally. It did not come to Paul naturally.
Instead, he had to learn how to be content. And so do we.
Thus, make this statement a permanent part of your walk with Christ: You need to learn contentment.
The operative word is learn. Twice in Philippians 4:11-13, Paul specifically says that he has “learned” to be content.
And it is the fact that contentment must be learned that tells us contentment is not present in our lives automatically. Not only must contentment be learned, but learning contentment is contrary to our normal (and sinful)
ways of thinking. We cannot pursue Christian contentment the way the world pursues contentment, or even in the
ways that we would be inclined naturally to pursue contentment.
That’s what Jeremiah Burroughs refers to as “the mystery of contentment” in his classic book, The Rare Jewel of
Christian Contentment. By that, he does not mean that Christianity attempts to be secretive, like the Greek “mystery religions.” Rather, he means that Christian contentment and how we pursue it are at odds with the thinking of
this age, and even of believers to the extent that the old sinful nature continues to influence our hearts and minds.
For example, the world says that to be content, you need to get out of a bad situation. The Bible says that we are to
find contentment in the midst of even the most difficult circumstances.
The world says that contentment comes by getting what you want in this world. The Bible teaches that true contentment comes by being satisfied with God and longing for heaven.
The main idea here is that we have to work at contentment. We have to learn it. We have to study it. And we especially need to be “reprogrammed” in our thinking. God’s way of achieving/bringing about our contentment, which
is the only way to true contentment, is not our natural way of seeking it!
To get some idea of your present level of contentment, answer the following statements, using the rating scale
below according to the frequency of each occurrence.
Rating Scale
Points
Never/Hardly Ever
4
Seldom
3
Sometimes
2
Frequently
1
Always/Almost Always 0
1. I am prone to murmur and complain when things in my life do not go as I wish.
2. I tend to worry and fret when I am faced with the loss of some temporal possession.
3. I get distracted and have difficulty focusing on my God-given responsibilities when things do not go according
to my expectations.
4. I give in to discouragement rather than trust God when it seems that my hopes and desires are not going to be
fulfilled.
5. I am more motivated by how the things I want will please me than how they will glorify God.
6. I am willing to sin in order to get what I want.
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7. I get angry or have some other sinful attitude if I do not get what I want.
8. I spend most of my spare thought time every day thinking about material things rather than eternal things.
9. I derive more pleasure from my thoughts about worldly plenty than I do from my thoughts of Christ, His Word,
Heaven, and spiritual things.
10. I become more grieved over the loss or lack of my material possessions than I do over my sin.
11. I talk more about being prosperous in the world than I do about being prosperous in God’s eyes.
12. I console myself, when in trouble or distress, more with thoughts and desires of worldly provisions than with trust in
God and hope of Heaven.
13. I am more grateful to God and man for a gift of temporal significance (money, jewelry, clothing) than for a gift of
spiritual significance (biblical counsel, books, instruction).
14. I am more concerned with providing for the physical well-being of my family than with their spiritual well-being.
15. I invest a greater portion of my income in worldly pleasures or unnecessary creature comforts than I do in the kingdom of God.
16. I become angry in undesirable circumstances that I cannot control.
17. I become angry when someone in a position of authority asks me to do something that I don’t want to do and I can’t
persuade that authority to change his/her mind.
18. I become anxious when I think people are rejecting me, even though I know I’ve done nothing to offend them.
19. I enjoy certain recreational/diversionary activities so much that I wonder whether I
could really be happy if I had to live without them.
20. I wish others would treat me with much more respect than they usually do.
21. I get bored with my life and wish it were more interesting or exciting.
22. I wish I could enjoy certain sinful activities without feeling guilty.
23. I become irritable when people do things that cut into my free time.
24. I wish I could live a life of ease with more pleasure than work.
25. I think that I have missed God’s best for my life, or that I will always be trapped in my present circumstances.
By adding up your total points based on 100%, you will get a general idea of how content you really are. This should give
you some idea of how discontent you are.
If you scored from 91-100, you have no problem with discontentment.
(However, you may have a problem with honesty!)
If you scored from 81-90, you are mildly discontent.
If your score was from 71-80, there are probably some areas of
discontentment in your life that need attention.
If you scored in the 61-70 range, you may be what the Bible refers to as a
“covetous” person.
If your sum is 60 or below, you are in danger of becoming a
full-fledged idolater.
-Herb Geeslin

Emmanuel Baptist Church
1515 E. College Way
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

