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MISSIONS MOMENT

Amy has been on staff with Wycliffe Bible Translators 
since 2003. She serves in Burbach, Germany and recently 
started working with Wycliffe Germany’s personnel de-
partment. Her official title is “Coach for Ministry 
Partnership Development.” She works one-on-on with 
Wycliffe Germany members who are financially un-
der-supported. She provides them with resources, encour-
agement, and accountability as they work towards finding 
new partners in Germany. She gets to help these members 
reach their goals so they can return to their work of Bible 
translation around the globe.

EBC is Amy’s sending church. Before leaving to serve with 
Wycliffe, Amy served as EBC’s secretary. Mount Vernon 
has been her home base while she is in the U.S. She is the 
daughter of Sue Barnes.

Recent Prayer Requests and Praises:

1. My annual silent retreat in July was again a very special 
experience. What a privilege it was to have time set aside 
to spend with God and his word!

2. Earlier this month, I participated in the annual 
“Candidate Course” that Wycliffe Germany puts on to 
provide orientation for those joining the organization. It 
was a blessed time to get to know my 5 new colleagues 
who are preparing to serve with Wycliffe in a variety of 
roles and locations around the world.

3. The Wycliffe Global Alliance has a new director: Dr. 
Stephen Coertze. Please pray for him and his wife Lezelle 
as they take on these new responsibilities in challenging 
times.

4. My colleague Elke who has been leading MPD 
workshops in German and English for the past 10 
years is moving on to a new role within Wycliffe 
Europe. There are now 2 teams of people who will be 
taking over for her to lead the English and German 
courses, respectively. I’ll continue with my involve-
ment and work with these new colleagues who come 
from a variety of mission agencies across Europe. 
Please pray especially for Elke’s final 2 courses (Oct 
2020 and Feb 2021) as the new team learns to work 
together and prepares to take over this crucial work 
that Elke has pioneered.

Amy Barnes amy_barnes@wycliffe.org 
www.wycliffe.org/partner/AmyBarnes

Skype Name: nointentionalbumping 
Skype Phone: +1 360-499-2985

Mobile Phone: +49 176 421 340 36 
Germany Address: Raingarten 1, 57299 Burbach
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October 17: Men’s Breakfast
October 24: Titus 2 Women’s Event
October 28: Youth Masked-erade
November 2: Women’s Ministry Coffee & Connect
November 8: Membership Class
November 15: Night of Worship
November 21: Men’s Breakfast
December 5: Ladies Christmas Tea
December 13: Business Meeting
December 24: Christmas Eve Service

Over the past few months, the elders have been working to find a 
replacement for church administrator Dennis Weems.
Dennis informed the board in early June that he would like to 
step down. He has served as EBC’s administrator for 12 years. 

During that time Dennis has been a tremendous blessing to the 
church. He has donned a number of hats over the years, every-
thing from chief financial officer to facilities handyman.
At a meeting on Sept. 15, the elders voted unanimously to hire 
Kevin Brown as Dennis’s replacement. 

Kevin started Sept. 21. Dennis and Kevin will work together for 
the next two months in order to facilitate a smooth transition.
Kevin and his wife, Gladys, have attended EBC for the past 35 
years. They have three grown children and two grandsons.

Mask reminder
After holding worship services outside for two consecutive Sun-
days in September, the EBC family is back indoors. That being 
the case, the elders would like to remind everyone that masks are 
required for our indoor gatherings.

In a letter to the congregation on Sept  24, the elders explained 
the reasoning behind the mask requirement, noting 
“this is not primarily a health decision. This is not a 
political decision. This is not a decision made out of fear. This is 
an obedience-to-God’s-Word decision, a humility decision, and 
an authority of Scripture decision.”
The complete text of the letter can be accessed online at 
https://ebcmv.org/response-to-covid-19.

Reminders that masks are required will be posted at the entranc-
es to the Worship Center, the Chapel, the Fireside Room, and the 
Youth Center. Masks will be available at the Worship Center for 
those who do not have them.

 Women’s Ministry
• Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in 

our church & community in need)

Student Ministry
• Middle School Staff
• YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks to 

provide meals for YAM)

Children’s Ministry
• Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and 
       Children’s Classes
• AWANA Workers
• Nursery Coordinator

Missions Team
• Various positions needed

Administration
• Facilities Maintenance Team         

-Monthly checks on fire extinguishers, 
emergency & exit lights, and replace 
fluorescent bulbs throughout the church 
campus

Worship & Tech Ministry
• Singers & musicians to help lead       
      corporate worship
• Sound, projection, live Stream

Connections Ministry
• Greeters
• Connections desk workers
• Hospitality for events & classes

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES

ELDER UPDATE

UPCOMING EVENTS
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MINISTRY MOMENT | PRAYER IN PRACTICE PT. 1

Over the course of this year we have (hopefully) learned a significant amount about prayer. We have learned 
about the God to Whom we pray, effective prayer, God’s sovereignty in prayer, confession, and hindrances to 
prayer. We’ve spent time praying together as a church via livestream. We’ve read books about prayer each month. 
We’ve had events focused on the topic of prayer in our various ministries. Yet even with all of this, I bet some of 
us are still struggling to maintain a healthy and consistent prayer life.

It could be that your struggle in this area is the result of sin in your life. You could listen to the message on 
Hindrances to Prayer from August 23rd if you think this might be the case.

However, your struggle could also be because you’ve not yet found a practical pattern of prayer that works well 
for you. If prayer is just talking to God as part of your relationship with Him (which it is), then perhaps you 
simply need to begin communicating better with Him.

At different times in our marriage Katie and I have had to work on our communication in different ways. There 
have been times of great ease when we spent much time together and communication seemed like no trouble at 
all. There were other times of great busyness where we had to be more intentional and purposeful to make sure 
we had time just to talk.

Your prayer life is similar. What seemed to go well last year may not be working this year. After all, there have 
been a few upheavals in 2020! According to Colossians 4:2, regardless of your season of life, or the circumstances 
in your life, you should “devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.”

In this two part article, I want to suggest four practical patterns of prayer that I have used at various times that 
may help you communicate better with your Lord. The goal is to maintain an intimate relationship with Him by 
devoting yourself to a healthy and consistent prayer life.

What follows is nothing profound, and probably nothing new, but 
may be a helpful reminder. Hopefully, these four practical patterns 
for prayer will be a blessing and a benefit in your devotion to the Lord.

PRAYER LISTS

This is a simple, straight-forward strategy that can be approached in a 
variety of ways. You could have one big, long list that you pray through
 all of, or a portion of, during times of focused prayer.

You could create a collection of lists for different areas of your life (i.e. family, church, work, community, etc). 
Within each of your categories, you could list out the various circumstances and people to pray for, along with 
any specifics you want to remember. You could also leave some space on the side or back of your list(s) to note 
when a prayer has been answered.

Breaking prayer lists down into multiple lists is often helpful so as to not feel overwhelmed or like you need to 
spend 3-4 hours in focused prayer every day in order to get through your list.
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PRAYER JOURNALING

I have found this method particularly helpful for staying 
focused. If you have a mind that tends to wander in prayer 
(suddenly you are thinking of your to-do list instead of your 
prayer list), journaling can help you keep your mind on track.

Prayer journaling is somewhat of an elaborate prayer list.
 I recommend making an actual bullet-point list on the first few 
pages of a journal, leaving a couple blank pages after your list 
for additions or adjustments.

Then each time you pray, write out your prayers to the Lord. Put them down on paper just like you would speak 
them out of your mouth. Be open and honest with the Lord about your struggles, your requests, your 
disappointments, your pains.

Journaling can be especially helpful in looking back to see specific ways the Lord has answered your prayers. It can 
also be very helpful to see how the Lord grows and changes you through the years.

We have kept a family prayer journal for years to record our prayers and praises during times of intense difficulty 
and also sweet exhaltation. Our prayer journal serves as an ongoing reminder to us of the faithfulness of God. 
Specifically, as we’ve been able to look back on difficult times, and see how the Lord faithfully provided and cared 
for us, our faith is bolstered.

Hopefully, these two patterns for prayer provide a helpful way for you to be diligent and intentional in your 
communication with the Lord. In the next newsletter, we will continue and look at the last two practical patterns 
for prayer.

Births:
Flynn Patrick Sigman
Born to Patrick & Amanda
September 22, 2020

Deaths:
Laurie Weltz
September 9, 2020
Private Memorial on 
October 10, 2020

Galen Finley
October 1, 2020

Debby Brown
September 29, 2020
Private Memorial on 
October 9, 2020

BODY LIFE
SONG OF THE MONTH : 
LEAN ON, O KING ETERNAL
Lead on, O King Eternal, the day of march 
has come;
Henceforth in fields of conquest Thy tents 
shall be our home.
Through days of preparation Thy grace has 
made us strong;
And now, O King Eternal, we lift our battle 
song:
 
So lead on, lead on, King of Heaven. My 
Light and my Salvation
Your faithfulness endures.
O lead on, lead us to Your kingdom. 
Through joy or tribulation
We follow You, we follow You alone.
 
Lead on, O King Eternal, ‘til sin’s fierce war 
shall cease

And holiness shall whisper the sweet 
amen of peace.
For not with swords loud clashing or 
roll of stirring drums
With deeds of love and mercy the 
heav’nly kingdom comes.
Lead on, O King Eternal, we follow not 
with fears,
For gladness breaks the morning where 
‘er Thy face appears.
Thy cross is lifted o’er us, we journey in 
its light,
The crown awaits the conquest; lead 
on, O God of might! 
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COUNSELING CORNER
Psalm 133 testifies, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” When believers live 
together in unity it is an experience that brings blessing to them and glory to God. According to the Scriptures, 
there is unity that exists among genuine Christians that is founded upon a mutual love for Christ which results in 
love for one another. Therefore, Scripture also contains warnings against disunity, most pointed are those which 
warn against pride and lovelessness. When warning us about conflict between believers, the Bible makes it 
abundantly clear that the most common causes are the presence of pride and the absence of love. For example, 
where there is strife, there has first been pride and hatred.

Proverbs 13:10 – “By insolence comes nothing but strife, but with those who take advice is wisdom.”

Proverbs 10:12 – “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.”

James 4:1-2 – “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel.”

If pride, anger, and hatred produce conflict then what is needed is humility and love. Consequently, Ephesians 
4:1-3 compels us to walk in a manner worthy of the calling of God in Christ, which includes “all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.” Without humility and love, it is impossible to know the bond of peace. Let me illustrate.

When I want to repair something that is broken, I often go to the hardware store to buy 2-part epoxy. The two 
resins do nothing when they remain separate, but when you snip the tip of the dispenser and mix the chemical 
agents you have a glue that quickly cures and forms a permanent bond. Like that 2-part epoxy, which produces 
an unbreakable bond, so humility and love combine to form a unity that cannot be easily destroyed. Divisions 
among believers thrive in an environment where spiritual pride is rampant and love is absent. Therefore, God 
repeatedly calls us to a life of humility and love, which maintains biblical unity. One such call is found in 
Philippians 2:1-2:

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.”

The Experience in Christ

In verse one, Paul repeatedly uses the little word “if.” However, he does not use it in order to present a condition 
they must fulfill but to encourage his reader to remember what is already true of their experience. It is an 
intensive “if ” which means “since.” In other words, verse one describes mutual experiences of those who know 
Christ in a saving way.

Encouragement. The word means “to come alongside to help or counsel.” Jesus used the same word in the 
Gospel of John when speaking of the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26). There is help and encouragement that comes 
from knowing Christ. He will never leave us as orphans (John 14:18-19).

Comfort from love. “Comfort” is a gentle word. It pictures Christ coming close and whispering words of cheer or 
tender counsel, such as “Peace I leave with
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you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid” (John 14:27-28). There is comfort that comes from knowing the love of God in Jesus Christ 
(Meditate on Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16; 4:16).

Participation in the Spirit. “Participation” means fellowship. All true believers share in the Holy Spirit. There are 
no “haves” and “have nots” among believers, 1 Corinthians 12:13 makes this crystal clear. “For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” The 
baptism of the Spirit is not a second experience of grace that some Christians receive and others don’t. Every 
believer—at the moment of conversion—is baptized—place into, immersed—into the body of Christ, the family 
of God. In the baptism of the Spirit, we receive the abundance of blessings that are ours by virtue of being united 
with Christ by faith. Every believer is indwelt by the Spirit of God and, as a result, together, we make up the 
temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16). Our fellowship comes through the Holy Spirit. Each and every believer 
possesses the same Spirit. This is all to God’s glory (Ephesians 1:13-14).

Affection and sympathy. These two words are very much related. They refer to “tender affection” and 
“compassion.” What Paul is speaking of here is the tender affection of God toward us, which results in acts of 
compassion toward us.

In verse one, the apostle’s logic is this: If you have experienced the riches that come with the experience of 
knowing Christ as Lord and Savior then there is a certain kind of conduct that is now expected from you.

The Expectation for Unity

Before we go any further in thinking about what this kind of unity looks like, we need to understand that unity 
does not equal uniformity. Unity flows from within, but uniformity is imposed upon people from the outside.

Unity says, “Since you know and love the same Savior, and are seeking to submit your life to the authority of His 
Word, we can and should live in unity—and I will lovingly pursue it.” Uniformity says, “If you do things exactly 
the way I do them then we can be close, but if not then we cannot have fellowship. Unless you are like me, we 
cannot have a relationship. Unless you listen to the same music, or dress in the same clothes, or school your
children in exactly the same way I do then we cannot live in unity with one another.”

The apostle is not calling us to uniformity (like the Pharisees demanded), but to biblical unity. As he did earlier, 
he calls us to stand “firm with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel” (1:27). The gospel is the 
center around which biblical unity revolves. Paul is saying, “Since you have experienced this kind of love and 
compassion and encouragement and comfort in Christ, and the Holy Spirit has knit you together into one 
family…then make my joy complete.”

Satan uses conflict to attack and destroy the joy of the believer. As a pastor this was significant in Paul’s mind. 
When believers are living in unity with one another, under the leadership of their shepherds, it produces joy. 
Hebrews 13:17 teaches this, “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of 
no advantage to you.

-  Paul Tautges
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