FEBRUARY 2021 | VOLUME NO. 7

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

IN THIS ISSUE
Page 2

Missions Moment
from Duane Bakken

Page 3

Update from our Elders

Page 4

Upcoming Events and
Ministry Opportunities

Page 5

Body Life Update and
EBC’s Song of the Month

Pages
6-7

“Contentment Part 3”
Counseling Corner from
Pastor Herb

FEBRUARY 2021 | VOLUME NO. 7

MISSIONS MOMENT

FEBRUARY 2021 | VOLUME NO. 7

ELDER UPDATE
Mike McAllister will never forget the first time he visited
Emmanuel Baptist Church. He even remembers the
date: Aug. 27, 1967.
That is the day he and the young lady he was dating
at the time came to EBC expecting to hear a visiting
missionary speak. Instead, EBC’s youth pastor took the
pulpit and delivered a gospel presentation that pierced
Mike’s heart.
After the gathering, the youth
pastor invited Mike and his
date to join other young people for a gathering at Jim and
Kay Frey’s house. It was there,
around a campfire, that Mike,
then 19, committed his life to
Jesus Christ.
“I didn’t know anybody in the
group, but I was welcomed
in,” Mike said, his voice trembling at the warm memory.
“As I sat there in the darkness
… it was like tunnel vision. I
was being convicted.”

Mike and Kay McAllister

During the group’s time of sharing, Mike stood up and
announced his decision to follow Christ.
“I said ‘I don’t know what it means to be a Christian but
I’m becoming a Christian.’ I don’t know, I must have
rambled a little bit,” he said.
That began a 54-year relationship with EBC that continues to this day. Mike was married in the church, raised
three children at Emmanuel, and has served in a number of ministries over the years, including in AWANA, as
a Neighborhood Group leader, and on the Deacon
and Elder boards.
“People would talk about their experiences at other
churches,” Mike said, “but all I knew was Emmanuel.”
This past month, Mike stepped down from the Elder
Board, where he has served for the past 12 years. He cited diminishing physical abilities, which he said no longer
allow him to contribute as much as he would like.
Mike said it was a privilege to serve as an Elder.

“A highlight would be having a closer relationship with men who had the same call in their
lives to serve to the best of their abilities,” he
said.
During his time on the Elder Board, Mike was
known for his devotion to God’s Word, his humble spirit, and his tender heart.
“When I think of Mike, I think of Romans 12:15:
Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with
those who weep,” said Kevin Brown, the current
Elder Board chairman. “Mike always did that. He
has a tremendous amount of compassion for his
brothers and sisters in Christ. If you want to know
what it looks like to be a humble follower of
Christ, all you have to do is look at Mike.”
No doubt some of you are wondering what happened to the young lady who accompanied
Mike to EBC back in August of 1967. Well, that relationship soon fizzled out. But there was another
girl sitting around the campfire that night – Kay
Hagman – who one day literally ran into Mike
while he was working at a local grocery store.
“She was shopping with her mother and she literally ran into me when I was stacking Campbell’s
Soup cans,” Mike said with a chuckle.
Mike and Kay began dating and were married
in 1971. They have three children, Donna, David,
and Daniel, and in recent years God has blessed
them with three adopted grandchildren.
“I have had the privilege of knowing Mike for
over 50 years, and Teresa and I have valued our
long friendship with Mike and Kay,” former Elder
Board chairman Jeff Rindal said. “We raised our
families together in this church and have served
here at Emmanuel together. I have always been
encouraged by his love for the Lord that has
never wavered, his integrity in all areas of his life,
whether in business or with his family, his reliance
on and commitment to a life of prayer, and his
deep sense of caring for people. I will miss him
on the Elder Board and am thankful for his faithful service over so many years and in so many
ways.”
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MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
• WOMEN’S MINISTRY:
-Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in
our church & community in need)

UPCOMING
EVENTS
February 19: Student Ministries’
Winter Weekend
February 20: Men’s Breakfast
February 21: Membership Class
February 22: Coffee & Connect
March 7: Business Meeting
March 19: Youth Climbing Event: Riverstone Gym
March 20: Men’s Breakfast
March 21: Discover EBC
March 27: Titus 2 Women’s Event
April 2: Good Friday Service
April 3: Easter Outreach

- Child Care for Tuesday Women’s
Bible Study

• STUDENT MINISTRY:
-Middle School Staff
-YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks to
provide meals for YAM)

• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
-Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and
Children’s Classes
-AWANA Workers

• MISSIONS TEAM:
-Various positions available

• ADMINISTRATION:
-Facilities Maintenance Team

• WORSHIP & TECH MINISTRY:

April 4: Easter Sunday

-Singers & Musicians to help lead corporate worship

April 6: Middle School Skating Event

-Sound, Projection, Livestream

April 17: Men’s Breakfast

• CONNECTIONS MINISTRY:

April 19: Coffee & Connect

-Greeters

April 24: Student Ministries’ Heart of Holiness

-Connections Desk workers
-Hospitality for events & classes
-Social Media Team (Instagram/Facebook)
If you’re interested in serving in any of
these areas, contact Pastor Nathan at
nathan@ebcmv.org and he will connect
you with the right ministry leaders.
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BODY LIFE
DEATHS:
Louise Bullard
January 6
THANK YOU
Thanks to our tech team members who continue
to serve our congregation (both on campus and
at home) through sound, projection, and livestream for all of our services and special events.
We at EBC appreciate you!

SONG OF THE
MONTH:
GOD IS FOR US
(Michael Farren, James Ferguson, Tiarne Tranter, Jesse
Reeves, Jonny Robinson, James Tealy, Rich Thompson)

We won’t fear the battle, we won’t fear the night.
We will walk the valley with You by our side.
You will go before us, You will lead the way.
We have found our refuge, only You can save.
Sing with joy now; our God is for us.
The Father’s love is a strong and mighty fortress.
Raise Your voice now, no love is greater.
Who can stand against us if our God is for us?
Even when I stumble, even when I fall,
Even when I turn back, still Your love is sure
You will not abandon, You will not forsake.
You will cheer me onward with never-ending grace.
Neither height nor depth can separate us.
Hell and death will not defeat us.
He who gave His Son to free us holds me in His love.
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COUNSELING CORNER: CONTENTMENT, PART 3
As we explore and discover the “secret” of being content in our Christian lives, we are keying
on Paul’s words in Philippians 4:11-13 because they teach us several things about the nature of
contentment.
Philippians 4:11-13:
“Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever
circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I
also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have
learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
Thus far, we have noted the following principles:
1. You and I can be content.
2. You and I need to learn contentment.
This month, we take note of a third principle:

You and I will not be truly content until we learn to be content
in every situation that we face in life.
As we look at Paul’s description of his own contentment, we find that he flatly states he is content in every possible situation that he faced in life. In every circumstance, in great abundance,
in great need, he has learned to be content. Likewise, we have not truly learned contentment
when we are content in some circumstances, but not in others.
Now, we may think that it is easy to be content when we are not in situations of hardship, but
that is not true. Times of ease and abundance, though a great blessing, are often times when we
become spiritually complacent. We easily forget God and pursue the things of the world, which
in themselves never satisfy, but only leave us longing for more. We really need to guard against
an ungodly discontent when life is going well and God blesses us with material abundance and
health.
Of course, we also need to learn contentment in times of need. The contented Christian recognizes both the inevitability and the importance of afflictions.
Certainly, Paul knew hardship all too well. Not only is he a prisoner as he writes the Philippians,
but take a few minutes and read what he writes to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 6:4-5, 8-9. Can
you/I truly say, that when we are sorrowful, we still rejoice? That when poor, we are content to
make many rich? That even when having nothing, we still possess all things?
Afflictions WILL come everybody’s way; we live in a fallen/sinful world. But, that is true especially
for Christians, who face the additional difficulties that come with being followers of Christ—persecution, self-denial, etc. Paul tells Timothy,
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12).
Recognizing the inevitability of hardship helps us face them with a certain degree of contentment. And we should take note: hardship also has a God-ordained and Christ-exalting place in
our lives. God uses affliction to sanctify us, to make us holy (cf. Rom. 5:3-5; Heb. 12:4-12). But afflictions work in this way only if we face them with a certain degree of contentment—accepting as
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from the hand of God.
When a person has a bodily ailment—for instance, a stomach pain—and a doctor prescribes medicine to relieve the pain, if that person vomits the medicine up, not only will medicine be ineffective
with regard to the pain, it may also indicate a more serious medical problem. In the same way, when
we cannot bear the hardships that God brings, it reveals a deeper problem in our souls. We are in
spiritual danger!
We should recognize God’s providence in every situation that we face, even when we are mistreated by sinful men. This certainly was Joseph’s perspective when he said to his brothers who had sold
him into slavery,
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” (Gen. 50:20).
When we accept all hardships as from the hand of our heavenly Father, we grow in maturity, holiness,
and contentment.
Furthermore, we must learn to be content with all types of afflictions, as well as with afflictions that
last varying degrees of time. Sometimes, Christians are able to endure one type of affliction but not
another.
Many believers, for instance, will say that they are willing to suffer for the sake of Christ. But it becomes more difficult when we begin to talk about specifics, especially if they cut too close to our
hearts’ desires.
Are we willing to endure if those hardships affect our families, our jobs, or our children? Often the loss
of “the apple of one’s eye,” whether it be a spouse or a child, has led to anger, discontent, even, a
loss of faith/trust.
With regard to types of afflictions,...we also need to remember that afflictions often do not come one
at a time. Rather, they can come in bunches. Job is the classic example of this. How long are we willing to endure afflictions? Can we like Paul, recognize them as coming from God, even though they
are messengers of Satan?
In 2 Cor. 12:7-10, Paul says:
“And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet
me lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded with the
Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, ‘My grace is
sufficient for you, for My strength is mad perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Are we, for the glory of God, willing to persevere through afflictions, by the grace of God? We have
no choice whether we face hardship. The choice is whether we glorify God in contentment or dishonor Him in bitterness. Contentment comes not by finding conditions suitable to us, but by God’s
fashioning our spirits to our conditions.
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