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MISSIONS MOMENT: ART AND MARY ELLEN DAVIS
We are retired from the mission but still living in Kenya and still working for the church. We do drilling
work and continue to encourage the church, going back to Pokot and to other areas where we
have ministered. Things are peaceful in Kenya. The coronavirus has not bothered us at all and it’s not
found in most parts of Kenya, only in the cities.
The church in Pokot has really run ahead with the gospel, sending teams out to remote areas to win
people to Christ. We recently had a one-week seminar put on by InTouch Ministries of Atlanta and
had 20 pastors – 10 from each tribe (Pokot and Turkana) – attending.
We also have had a lot of opposition to the gospel in that two of our drilled wells were dry and we
are having problems in the church. Also, the government is doing an operation in Pokot because
people are continuing to steal cows and kill police. Art was bitten by a brown widow spider last time
in Pokot and have had trouble for three weeks with that infection. But it is better now.
More people than ever in Kenya are attending church becase of the coronavirus and many are being saved. It is a reaping or harvesting time in Kenya now. Thanks for your prayers.
Art and Mary Ellen Davis
If you wish to learn more about the Pokot people, visit:
https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/14428/KE.

Art & Mary Ellen in Penn Dutch Outfits

Image of a dry well
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SONG OF THE MONTH:
CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH
(Words and Music by Keith Getty, Matt Boswell,
Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa)

What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?
The love of Christ, in which we stand.
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal;
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.
What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood.
Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?
Unto the grave, what shall we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.
There we will rise to meet the Lord,
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy,
When Christ is ours forevermore.
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ELDER UPDATE
The members of the Elder Board spent the third weekend in March on a retreat in rainy Lynden. The
primary goal of the getaway was to begin developing a five-year plan for the church.
“I think we did a good job of laying the groundwork and of starting to chip away at some of the
details,” said Kevin Brown, the Elder Board chairman. “But we still have an awful lot of work to do.”
Prior to the retreat, the Elders identified three overriding goals for EBC:
• Develop spiritual maturity.
• Make a gospel impact locally and globally.
• Develop a sense of community.
The first full day of the retreat was spent identifying strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
(SWOT) in each of those areas. Creating a list of weaknesses and opportunities helped the Elders
pinpoint areas in the church that need attention. The Elders then voted to determine which of the
weaknesses and opportunities should be addressed. Twenty-two items received votes. The top 10 (in
order) are:
Rethink the Equipping Classes.
Develop a culture of discipleship.
Promote Elder unity.
Develop a Spanish-speaking ministry.
Rethink the Neighborhood Groups.
Promote/grow the Biblical Counseling ministry.
Establish opportunities for church fellowship.
Examine newcomers’ assimilation.
Evaluate elder shepherding.
Rethink the men’s ministry program.
The next step in the SWOT evaluation was to take each of the 22 items on the list one at a time and
establish a clear, measurable, and achievable goal, then work out the specific details needed to
achieve that goal. Each step was given a deadline, which made it easier to slot the steps into the
five-year plan. Finally, a specific Elder was assigned the task of overseeing the steps involved and
reporting back to the board on the progress being made.
Here is how the process worked as the Elders tackled the first item on the list:
Goal: To restructure the Equipping Classes based on stages of life and achieve 75 percent participation based on main service attendance. In each class, implement a core curriculum along with
elements of fellowship and community.
Specific steps to be taken:
Teachers – Get teachers in place for the 2021-22 school year by April 30. Moving forward, teacher
commitments will be secured six months in advance.
Curriculum – Build a core curriculum and match the curriculum to the classes. Moving forward, the
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curriculum will be set a year in advance.
Class structure – Each class will include instruction, discussion, and prayer for one another and for
needs within the church.
Recruitment – Each instructor will be responsible for recruiting class members and encouraging
class members to bring others to the class.
Communication – The goal of reaching 75 percent attendance in the Equipping Classes will be
communicated to the congregation using a variety of sources (announcements, videos, social
media, email, website, newsletter). Each time the curriculum in a particular class changes, the
change will be communicated in a similar manner.
Timeline – Right now, attendance in the Sunday morning Equipping Classes is running about 40
percent (based on main service attendance). The goal is to increase that number to 55 percent
the first year, 65 percent the second year, and 75 percent by the third year.
Implementation: The restructured classes start in September of 2021.
Elder assigned: Pastor Herb.
In addition to revamping the Equipping Classes, the Elders had time to address two more items on
the top-10 list: creating a culture of discipleship and establishing opportunities for church fellowship.
The Elders decided to launch a discipleship program with the goal of “creating a culture of discipleship that permeates each main ministry of the church” and makes involvement in a discipleship relationship the norm. The Elders will take the lead on kicking off this program, with each Elder
responsible for personally discipling at least two people over the next year.
In order to create more opportunities for church fellowship, the Elders decided to re-establish the
“Dinners for Eight” that were popular in the past, and to offer more all-church events during the
summer. Depending on COVID restrictions, both are set to kick off later this year.
In addition to the 22-item weaknesses/opportunities list they will be working through, the Elders also
committed themselves to completing an outreach plan for the church. The work on that project
starts in April.
For the foreseeable future, the Elders will increase the frequency of their meetings from one to
three per month. One meeting will be dedicated to working through the items on the weaknesses/
opportunities list, a second will focus solely on the outreach plan, and a third will be devoted to
regular business.
With much work ahead of them, the Elders covet your prayers. Please pray for strength, wisdom,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they continue to work out the details of the five-year plan,
for a plan that reflects the church’s three overriding goals, and for clarity as the pieces of the plan
are communicated to the congregation.
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MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
• WOMEN’S MINISTRY:

UPCOMING
EVENTS

- Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in
our church & community in need)

April 17: Men’s Breakfast

• STUDENT MINISTRY:

April 18: Discover EBC

- Middle School Staff

April 21: AWANA Awards Night

- YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks
to provide meals for YAM)

May 1: Student Ministries’ Heart of Holiness

• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:

May 2: Night of Worship

- Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and
Children’s Classes

May 15: Men’s Breakfast
May 16: Membership Class

• MISSIONS TEAM:

May 21–23: Ladies Retreat

- Missions Events Coordinator

May 28: Student Ministries’ Nerf War

• ADMINISTRATION:

June 13: Business Meeting

- Facilities Maintenance Team

June 19: Men’s Breakfast

• WORSHIP & TECH MINISTRY:

June 28–July 2: Family Camp (Camp Bighorn)

- Singers & Musicians to help lead
corporate worship
- Sound, Projection, Livestream

• CONNECTIONS MINISTRY:
- Greeters
- Connections Desk workers
- Hospitality for events & classes
- Social Media Team (Instagram/
Facebook)
- Kitchen Supervisor
If you’re interested in serving in any of
these areas, contact Pastor Nathan at
nathan@ebcmv.org and he will connect
you with the appropriate ministry leaders.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
JEFF & TERESA RINDAL
BORN:
Jeff was born July 26, 1950
Teresa was born February 20, 1950
( Yes, Jeff is 6 months younger, which he loves to
remind me the older we get)
SHORT TESTIMONY:
Jeff’s testimony: When I was 6 years old my mom was reading a book called “Beanie” about a boy
who realized that he was a sinner and needed to ask Jesus to forgive him. My Mom did a good job
of explaining the gospel to me and I wanted the same forgiveness. I have been working out my salvation ever since. My mom gave me the book years ago and we still have it.
Teresa’s testimony: I attended EBC with Jeff when I was in high school and college. Our second
date was to the EBC Youth Valentine Banquet. His dad was one of the servers. It was at EBC that I
first heard and began to really understand the gospel even though I had gone to another church
and gone through membership classes. After much questioning and a trip to Europe with my cousin from Illinois, I was struck by the grandeur of the cathedrals and the magnificence of God. After
returning from that trip I accepted the LORD in Springfield, Illinois, on the back porch of my cousin’s
house after one of her friends shared the Four Spiritual Laws with me.
HOW DID YOU MEET:
We were in high school together and while we knew who each other were, we never had spoken
to each other. We were working on our senior-year homecoming float separately. Teresa made the
paper mache Arlington Eagle with a long (wrung) neck and Jeff worked on building the cage. Jeff
didn’t know (did he ask?) the neck was supposed to be wrung and thought it was too long, so he
cut it off and stuck it back together, much shorter than intended. The next day Teresa heard about
the neck shortening incident and went looking for the guy who did it. When she confronted Jeff at a
water fountain where he was innocently getting a drink they finally spoke and looked each other in
the eyes. Neither of us can remember what was said, but years later we both told each other how
we knew right then we would spend our lives together. We went on our first date a week later and
married after we graduated from the UW. We have been married almost 49 years.
HOW LONG YOU’VE ATTENDED EBC:
Jeff since he was 6 years old and Teresa since she was 17. We were married at EBC by Pastor Yaxley
in August of 1972.
WHAT AREAS ARE YOU INVOLVED AT EBC:
Jeff: Sunday School Superintendent, Christian Ed Chairman, High School and Adult Sunday School
Teacher, Deacon, and currently an Elder
Teresa: High School and Adult Sunday School Teacher, VBS worker, and speaker at women’s events
and Bible studies.
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HOBBIES/LEISURE ACTIVITIES:
Jeff: Kayaking, fishing, crabbing at Camano
Island, traveling, relaxing in Maui
Teresa: We do all those activities together and right now
I am working on our family photo history and making a book
about our lives for our children
FAVORITE BOOK OF THE BIBLE:
Jeff: Matthew
Teresa: John
FAVORITE BOOK(S) OTHER THAN THE BIBLE:
Jeff: What’s so Amazing About Grace by Phillip Yancey, and Les Miserables by Victor Hugo
Teresa: The Lynn Austin series, Chronicles of the Kings as well as WWII books like Bonhoeffer by Eric
Mataxis and Defiant Courage by Astrid Karlsen Scott and Dr. Tore Haug
FAVORITE FOODS:
Jeff: Any homemade soup, filet mignon and a baked sweet potato
Teresa: Seafood(Macadamia crusted Mahi Mahi) preferably served in Maui. I also love Cioppino, a
seafood soup
FAVORITE LOCAL RESTAURANTS:
We both love Anthony’s Homeport in Anacortes, Everett, or Bellingham. Each has a wonderful view
along with delicious food
FAVORITE MOVIES/SHOWS:
Jeff: Top Gun and The Natural
Teresa: Fiddler on the Roof and The Sound of Music
We both love the Jesus of Nazareth movie that we used when teaching Sunday School.
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