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MISSIONS MOMENT: ROB AND LAURA EVANS
March/April 2021 Update
It’s very encouraging to know people are praying for us and our work with World Evangelization for
Christ (WEC). Currently, there are several projects and prayer requests for the finance office.
- The end of WEC’s fiscal year had been the end of June, which made our summers very challenging
with three kids home. In talking with our auditors, Rob found out it was possible to change the fiscal
year, and so this year we set it up to end in March. Since this was the first year of the change, there
were some potential hiccups that we were watching for and praying for God’s help through. Rob has
closed the fiscal year, which is great. Now it’s time to prepare all our documents for the annual audit,
which is a very time-consuming process for Rob and the finance office.
- WEC is prayerfully looking into applying for “church status” with the government in order to (hopefully) give WEC a more secure covering within what the law allows for churches; the laws are more
vague for “religious orders,” which is WEC’s current status. Rob initiated this project and is working
closely with lawyers and a WEC team to see if this is a good fit for our organization. It has been a lot
of research and work. A praise is that our preliminary paperwork for the church status has been completed. This must now be reviewed by the lawyers so they can direct us on IF we should move forward
with the application process with the IRS. Please pray for wisdom in this area.
- The finance office is in need of a couple additional workers who will be committed to the ministry
but don’t necessarily need to be full time. Rob and a co-worker, Susan, are the only full-time people
on staff. Susan plans to go part-time later this year (she is in her 60s). We have four part-time people,
including Laura, but the other three are not sure how long they will stay in our office, for various reasons.
Those are the main requests for our office/personal ministry. Rob is quite busy every day with correspondence with our workers on the field all over the world, and he is on several committees. Here are
some prayer requests for our family:
- Our daughter Hannah decided to attend Houghton College in the fall. This smaller school is in rural
New York. She plans to major in biology and hopes to focus on neurology. Pray for continued guidance and God’s provision for whatever He has in store for her.
- A big request is for our 15-year-old son, Josiah. He has type 1 diabetes and is on an insulin pump, but
he still struggles with dangerously low blood sugar at times. The difficult thing is that he can’t always
feel when his blood sugar is getting low. We are in the process of trying to get a medical-care dog
for him. Because of the great subsidization and training with the organization we are going through, it
is a long waiting period. We’ve been waiting more
than two years already and COVID has created
challenges for their training center as well.
We appreciate your prayers and encouragement.
Blessings,
Rob and Laura
Hannah, Josiah, Ellie
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SONG OF THE MONTH:
“ONLY A HOLY GOD”
Who else commands all the hosts of heaven?
Who else could make ev’ry king bow down?
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles?
Only a holy God.

What other beauty demands such praises?
What other splendor outshines the sun?
What other majesty rules with justice?
Only a holy God.

Come and behold Him, the One and the Only.
Cry out, sing holy, forever a holy God.
Come and worship the holy God.

What other glory consumes like fire?
What other power can raise the dead?

BODY LIFE

What other name remains undefeated?
Only a holy God.

DEATHS

Mary Mackey
Who else could rescue me from my failing?
Who else would offer His only Son?
Who else invites me to call Him Father?

April 8

Rob Guy
April 16

Only a holy God. Only my holy God.

THANK YOU
Thank you to our AWANA workers who served
our children so faithfully this year!
Thank you to our wonderful Youth Staff who
served our middle school and high school
students so faithfully this year!
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ELDER UPDATE
At its most recent meeting on April 20, the Elder Board focused on developing a local gospel outreach plan for Emmanuel Baptist Church.
Although there are still a few details to be worked out before the plan can be finalized, “the foundation is in place,” said Elder Board chairman Kevin Brown.
The goal is to effectively bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Skagit Valley and the surrounding
areas and to make disciples who follow Christ in a life of worship. While there are several dedicated
saints within the congregation who excel at gospel outreach, it has not been one of EBC’s strengths
in recent years. The Elders hope a local gospel outreach plan can change that.
“Because we are united in Christ, we are His ambassadors,” Pastor Patrick said, “and spreading the
gospel is a calling for every believer.”
Throughout the history of the local church, two primary outreach strategies have been utilized: the
come-to-us model and the go-to-them model.
The come-to-us model assumes the community being evangelized has a solid Christian heritage
and holds a positive perception of institutional religion. This model focuses on designing programs
(crusades, musical performances, special holiday services, etc.) that attract unbelievers to the
church.
Unfortunately, we now live in what many observers call “a post-Christian culture.” The local church
and its values are no longer viewed in the positive light they once were.
In his book, “The Gathering Storm,” Dr. Albert Mohler writes that the increased secularization of the
United States in recent years has led to “continued efforts to undermine the authority of the Bible
and usurp the rule of Christ, summoning the people of God to … redefine the Christian faith into
something more ‘acceptable’ in the view of the dominant culture.”
The current climate is reflected in the following statistics Pastor Patrick shared with the Elder Board:
· 100 million people in the U.S. have no contact with a church.
· The number of adults in the U.S. who do not attend church has doubled since 1991.
· 85 percent of Americans have no intention of attending a church.
· One out of 10 Americans say they have no formal religious identity.
Given this culture shift, the Elders are putting together a gospel outreach plan based on the go-tothem model, with an emphasis not on reaching the community through events and programs but
through personal interaction. The plan is broken into two parts: direct gospel outreach and indirect
gospel outreach.
The direct gospel outreach section has implications for Neighborhood Groups, Biblical Counseling,
Adult Ministries, Student Ministries, and Children’s Ministries, but at the heart of the plan is personal
evangelism training. The purpose of the training would be (1) to instill in each believer God’s calling
to be an ambassador of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18-21); (2) to emphasize that God has placed each
member of EBC in a unique position to make a gospel impact; and (3) to call EBC members to intentionally build relationships for the sake of the gospel.
A key part of the direct outreach plan will be finding ways for EBC to connect with the large
Spanish-speaking community in the Skagit Valley.
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“EBC finds itself in an area with a high percentage of Spanish-speaking people,” Pastor Patrick
said. “Developing Spanish-speaking leaders, looking for inroads into the Spanish-speaking community (and) starting Spanish-speaking evangelistic Bible studies are necessities.”
Indirect gospel outreach includes activities that don’t involve specifically proclaiming the gospel
but create bridges of communication within the community. These activities include support for
our Compassion Partners (Pregnancy Choices, Love INC, etc.) and mercy/humanitarian efforts
(clothing the homeless, eradicating graffiti, etc.).
The proposed plan calls for 75 percent of the church’s outreach resources (funding, promotion,
energy, etc.) to be directed toward direct outreach efforts and 25 percent to indirect outreach.
The Elders hope to have the plan finalized later this month.
The first step in implementing the plan is the development of a local outreach team, which would
function much like the current mission team. While the exact composition of the group needs
to be worked out, it will include a team leader, a neighborhood group coordinator, evangelism
teachers, a secretary, and various supporting members.
If you are interested in serving on the local outreach team, please contact Pastor Patrick (patrick@ebcmv.org) or Elder Board chairman Kevin Brown (kevin@ebcmv.org).
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MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
UPCOMING
EVENTS

• WOMEN’S MINISTRY:
-Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in our
church and community in need)

• STUDENT MINISTRY:
May 1: Student Ministries’ Heart of Holiness
May 2: Night of Worship
May 15: Men’s Breakfast
May 16: Membership Class
May 21–23: Ladies Retreat
May 29: Student Ministries’ Nerf War
June 13: Business Meeting
June 19: Men’s Breakfast
June 28–July 2: Family Camp (Camp Bighorn)
July 11 & 18: Baptism Class
July 17: Men’s Breakfast

-Middle School Staff
-YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks to
provide meals for YAM)

• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
-Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and Children’s Classes

• MISSIONS TEAM:
-Missions Events Coordinator

• ADMINISTRATION:
-Facilities Maintenance Team
(monthly maintenance throughout
the church campus)

• WORSHIP & TECH MINISTRY:

July 18: Discover EBC

-Singers & Musicians to help lead
corporate worship

July 19–23: VBS

-Sound, Projection, Livestream

July 25: Ministry Fair

-Video Production Team

• CONNECTIONS MINISTRY:
-Greeters
-Connections Desk workers
-Hospitality for events & classes
-Social Media Team (Instagram/Facebook)

If you’re interested in serving in any of
these areas, contact Pastor Nathan at
nathan@ebcmv.org and he will connect
you with the right ministry leaders.
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
As we look back and reflect and then look forward to what is to come, we are filled with gratitude for
God’s faithfulness!
In the fall of 2020, Women’s Ministry offered a Bible study on “Contentment” by Melissa Kruger. This
was in a year when our church theme was “The Priority of Prayer.” We cannot experience true contentment outside of a prayerful life. One abiding in Christ understands He has given us everything we
could possibly need! A discontent heart looks at the cross as an insufficient demonstration of God’s
love. How do we live in this world as it relates to our contentment? We should enjoy this world for
what it is and be content with where the Lord has us and how He is using us.
Come 2021 we opened the year with a study of Habakkuk. Even though Habakkuk is not one of the
most well-known books of the Bible, it contains a powerful message that was important not only for
the people in Habakkuk’s day, but is just as vital for us! Habakkuk contains timeless questions about
the sovereignty and goodness of God in a world where devastation, corruption, and suffering seem
to abound. If God is good, why do bad things happen? This is the question that Habakkuk answers for
us. In the book of Habakkuk we see his prayers and laments are much like some of ours today, but we
learn that while God’s ways are not always our ways, He is always faithful!
Upon completion of our Habakkuk study, we jumped into the book of Colossians. This study gave us
a beautiful picture of our Savior and compelled us to worship and adoration. It filled our hearts with
the superiority and preeminence of Christ. It caused us to look to Jesus as the answer to every sorrow,
every sin and every situation and, most importantly, to live for the glory of God. What amazing truths
to focus on in this season we all find ourselves in!
As we have been enjoying this past week of summer-type weather we have shifted our focus to
thoughts of how we will encourage the women of EBC to continue to grow in grace, mercy and
compassion during the more informal summer months. So, we will be starting our “Transformed - Spiritual Growth for Women” Book Club back up for the summer! We will have several book offerings to
choose from so be looking in your bulletin for more information in the upcoming weeks. We will get
back to studying books of the Bible in the fall.
This past month, we had the opportunity to attend The Women’s Gospel Coalition with a few other
ladies from EBC. We spent an amazing four days worshiping and being filled with God’s Word. The
emphasis on remaining steadfast in our faith, remembering and reflecting on our identity in Christ and
being encouraged to live and love with the heart and compassion of Christ was woven seamlessly
throughout the conference. We all came home with full hearts, grateful for the Lord’s faithfulness to
all of His children and with an increased desire to glorify and point others to Him.
Let us be women who understand our Identity in Christ. Always remembering our Identity in Christ is
important but knowing who God
		
is is most important.
May God be glorified!
Regina and Buffi
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COUNSELING CORNER
Recently I heard a song that took me back to my childhood and beyond — the Statler Brother’s “Do
You Remember These?” Maybe you remember the song, or some of the allusions in the song:
“Saturday morning serials chapters 1 through 15
Fly paper, penny loafers, and Lucky Strike Green
Flat tops, sock hops, Studebaker, Pepsi, please
Ah, do you remember these?
Cigar bands on your hands, Your daddy’s socks rolled down
Sticks, snow floats and aviator caps with flaps that button down
Movie stars on Dixie Cup tops and knickers to your knees
Ah, do you remember these?”
I remember the song when it came out and I remember more than one of the references in the song.
And when I heard the song recently, I couldn’t help but smile at the memory of listening to it on the
radio in the mid-70s and some of the visions the song evoked.
But memories aren’t just for our pleasure. They are for our benefit.
Memories benefit us when we give attention to lessons learned in the past; but even more, memories
benefit us when we remember God and His actions in the past, and that memory fortifies us to trust
Him in the present and future. John Piper noted the connection between the memories of past grace
and the confidence in future grace when he wrote, “when gratitude for God’s past grace is strong,
the message is sent that God is supremely trustworthy in the future because of what he has done in the
past. In this way faith is strengthened by a lively gratitude for God’s past trustworthiness. … Gratitude
for bygone grace is constantly saying to faith, “Be strong, and do not doubt that God will be as gracious in the future as I know he’s been in the past.”
So, we look to the past and we remember God’s provision, kindness, faithfulness, and steadfastness.
Are there specific things we should remember? Yes, Scripture points to several themes and specific
truths we should store in our memory banks:
Remember the words spoken by the prophets and biblical writers (2 Peter 3:1-2). We are prone to
forget, overlook, and ignore what God has already revealed in the past to guide our lives. We should
remember what our Father has already revealed about life.
Remember the commandments of Christ (2 Peter 3:2). Every time our Savior spoke, He was revealing
truth about Himself and the Godhead and He was revealing truth to be obeyed. In fact, it is the basic
responsibility of all disciples to train other disciples “to observe all that I commanded you…” (Matthew
28:19). We will benefit from remembering the specific words of our Savior and His instructions.
Remember the works of Christ. The followers of Christ and even the 12 disciples were prone to forgetting what Christ had done (Matthew 16:9; Mark 8:18; Luke 24:6; John 15:20; 16:4). Sometimes they forgot because they didn’t realize the significance of what they saw and heard in Christ. Sometimes the
pressure of a moment clouded their minds distracting them from the memory of what they saw with
Christ. But we have four gospel writers who have provided an ongoing testimony of Christ’s works to
remind us of His care and provision for us. Remember the failures of sinners (Luke 17:32). Jesus reminds
His hearers to remember Lot’s wife—and the intent is that His hearers remember the end of sin and ungodly rebellion. God is patient, but He is not eternally patient with rebels and He will pour out His infinite
wrath against sinners and they will not be able to stand under that judgment (e.g., Psalm 1:4-6). We do
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well to remember that, particularly in moments of temptation.
Remember your position before you were in Christ — and your position now that you are in Christ
(Ephesians 2:11-12). Our lack of identity with the covenant people of God and our unbelief and rebellion left us estranged from God and hopeless — and then Christ interceded to give us forgiveness
and life that we did not deserve as individuals or as Gentiles. We do well to remember that lostness
and that grace we have received.
Remember that God no longer remembers your sins when you have been forgiven (Hebrews 8:12;
10:17). We too often continue to experience guilt when we have been freed from guilt because we
remember too vividly our sin(s). But God, who knows all things, chooses not to remember and hold
our sins against us. Does He still know of them? Certainly — as omniscient God, He is incapable of not
knowing them. But He chooses not to count them against us; we are free. And if He “does not remember” our sins, then we also must remember that He doesn’t remember and dwell on them.
Remember Christ (2 Timothy 2:8; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25; Acts 20:35). We are to remember His death,
burial, and resurrection. We are to remember His provision for sin (past, present, and future). We are
to remember His Messianic position as the descendant of David who infinitely surpasses David and
eternally reigns on David’s throne as King of all people and all things.
There are other things also to remember. (You might work on your own list of what Scripture says to remember.) Let those memories bring you joy. Even more, let those memories stimulate you to trust God
today and tomorrow as you need additional grace. He who provided for you in the past will provide
for you in the future.
By Terry Enns
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Bible Word Search: COUNTRIES OF THE BIBLE
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ASSYRIA

CANAAN

BABYLON

PERSIA

TOGARMAH

TARSHISH

ROSH

ACHAIA

MACEDONIA

PUT

ASIA MINOR

INDIA

GALATIA

PHILISTIA

SAMARIA

CYPRUS

CRETE

ETHIOPIA

MELITA

EGYPT

JUDAH

Instructions:
Find and circle the words from the list. Words may be forward, backward,
vertical, or diagonal within the puzzle.
Note - This list was obtained by searching Wikipedia and other sites. The modern equivalents are: Assyria (Iraq);
Canaan (Israel); Babylon (Iraq); Persia (Iran); Togarmah (Germany); Tarshish (Spain); Rosh (Russia); Achaia
(Greece); Macedonia (Greece); Put (Libya); Asia Minor (Turkey); India (India: Esther 8:9); Galatia (Central
Turkey); Philistia (Gaza Strip); Samaria (Golan Heights); Cyprus (Cyprus); Crete (Crete); Ethiopia (Ethiopia);
Melita (Malta: Acts 28:1); Egypt (Egypt); Judah (Israel).
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