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ELDER ARTICLE
At the conclusion of the Oct. 10 Worship Service, the Elders updated the congregation on the
church’s financial situation.
Kevin Brown, chairman of the Elder Board, noted that giving during the first three months of the 202122 fiscal year (July-September) was down 17 percent from the previous year. As a result, the church
ran up a deficit of $55,042.44 in the first quarter of the fiscal year.
Kevin explained that if giving continued to lag at a rate of 17 percent, the estimated income for the
year would be about $846,000, well below the $1.17 million needed to fully fund the budget.
Given those numbers, the Elders instructed each of the church’s ministry team leaders to make
additional cuts beyond those already made in their 2021-22 budgets. (This year’s overall budget is
8.35 percent lower than last year’s.) That resulted in the reduction of another $58,500.
That still left a potential shortfall at the end of the year of $264,203.
Kevin noted that without an increase in giving, making up a deficit of that magnitude would require
using up our entire $90,000 Rainy Day Fund and making additional reductions, which would have to
come from personnel and/or missionary support.
The Elders met the following night to determine what those cuts would be and when they would
need to go into effect. Any cuts involving staff were determined solely by the five lay Elders.
At that meeting it was decided that three cost-cutting measures would be implemented
immediately:
•

Monthly missionary support to three organizations (Pregnancy Choices, Love INC, and
CEF) was suspended indefinitely.

•

Three paid positions were eliminated (Graphic Artist, Junior High Youth Leader and Student Ministries Intern. Abi will continue to work as the graphic artist until she goes on maternity leave.)

•

The 3 percent retirement contribution given to the six full-time employees was discontinued.

The lay Elders identified eight more budget cuts to be enacted if necessary. The trigger for those cuts
is the status of the $90,000 Rainy Day Fund. If the fund drops below $75,000, the additional cuts go
into effect.
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“Although we have a plan in place, we are not announcing the additional cuts at this time because,
Lord willing, they will never be carried out,” Kevin said.
The response to the Oct. 10 announcement (and a video that was sent out to those who may have
not been at the Worship Service) has been heartening, with numerous church members contacting
the Elders and staff to offer prayers, encouragement and/or additional financial support.
In the two weeks following the announcement, the Lord richly blessed EBC. Offerings, which had
been trending down for the first three months of the fiscal year, rose dramatically. The deficit that
stood at $55,042.44 through September, was reduced to $10,000 by late October.
“The Lord cherishes unity within His church,” said Pastor Patrick, citing Ephesians 4:5-7. “And in the
Lord’s wisdom, He has used this budget shortfall to accomplish just that — a church united around
our Gospel mission that has shown an amazing generosity with their finances and a growing Gospel
fervor for EBC’s impact in the Skagit Valley. Romans 11:33 has proven true once again, ‘How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!’”
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MISSIONS MOMENT:
CHAD & ANDREA PETERSON
A big “hello” to all our friends and family from the Petersons out in cold, snowy Copper Center, Alaska!
We’re about a week late sitting down to write this because we have been hard at work trying to get our new
house ready to live in before winter really sets in. Snow started falling on the evening of September 21st
and by the end of the day on the 22nd, we had about 7 inches on the ground. We have had a few smaller
snowfalls since then and temperatures have been Washington winter, around 32 to 40 degrees during the
day and in the 20s at night, with a couple nights in the teens here and there. Needless to say, we are anxious to get into our house. Things are coming along and looking great, though!
We had the privilege of having
Doug and Barb (Chad’s parents)
here helping us get our new floors
down for two weeks in mid-September.
They were amazing! They got all the
floors done by the time they left.
We also had the privilege of having
our mission partners and friends,
Ron and Jean, help us paint the interior. It is
really important to have an “arctic entry”
here in Alaska to help keep the
cold out and our house did not have one so
friends and InterAct missionaries Johnathan
and Jordan (who happens to be a contractor)
came and helped us get that built. Without God blessing us with all the help, we would still be far from
moving in. With floors down, paint on and the arctic entry built, Chad hooked up the propane to our
stove so we could cook! We are just a couple weeks from being able to have a functional home. We are so
grateful for this as (while it has been such a blessing to have the parsonage to stay at) it has been hard, especially on the kids, to not be settled, and hard on Andrea having to haul laundry back and forth between
places as we aren’t able to do laundry at the cabin anymore because of the cold weather.
In just a few short days, we have two weeks of prefield training at the Palmer InterAct campus. We would
appreciate prayers for safety in everyone’s travels as well as protection from illness as we gather together.
Also, our children are not accustomed to being in child care, so prayers over them as they will be in child
care for a few hours a day these next couple of weeks.
We’ve had the opportunity to meet a few people and get acquainted with the church here in Copper Center, which has been both exciting and discouraging. We ask that you pray for the people of Copper Center
and Kluti Kaah that God will convict those who are professing believers with the need to gather together
for church and help them not be fearful of COVID. Also pray that God would give us opportunities to
meet people and develop relationships as we move forward with our ministry.
The kids are doing okay, but struggling with all of the changes and with being unsettled. We hope to get
them into the AWANA program soon, which should help give them a sense of security. And, of course,
getting to the point where we can settle into our house will help. Chad and Andrea are doing pretty well
but are exhausted from all the goings back and forth and all the hard work.
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Current prayer requests:
n A revival in the hearts of the people of Copper Center and Kluti Kaah as well as an eventual
revival of Copper Center Community Chapel.
n That God would strengthen us and help us to persevere in our ministry so that we can
effectively share the gospel and disciple the people God brings before us.
n That we can get into our house before winter sets in.
n For protection and a blessed time of learning and growing during our upcoming training.
Thank you to all of you for being diligent in praying for us during this transition and as we continue to
serve our Lord here in the Copper River Valley.
Love and blessings,
Chad, Andrea, Matthew, Zoey, and David too!
New contact info:
Andrea cell: 907-259-3056
Home phone: 907-822-3066
Mailing address: POB 125, Copper Center, AK, 99573
Email address: chad.peterson@interactministries.org
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Answers on page 11
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MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES

UPCOMING
EVENTS

• WOMEN’S MINISTRY:
-Freezer Meal Ministry (for families in our
church & community in need)

November 7:

Membership Class

November 13:

GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays

November 14:

Night of Worship

November 20:

Men’s Breakfast & All-Church
Apologetic Seminar

November 28:

Student Ministries’ Turkey Bowl

December 3:

AWANA T&T Girl’s Christmas Craft Party

December 4:

Ladies Christmas Tea & Vendor Market

December 5:

Discover EBC

December 12:

Members Meeting

December 24:

Christmas Eve Service

December 26:

Student Ministries’ Holly Bowl

January 5:

Pizza Dinner / Wednesday
Nights Resume

January 7-9:

YAM Retreat

January 9 & 16:

Baptism Class

January 15:

Men’s Breakfast

-Connections Desk workers

January 23:

Baptism Service / Discover EBC

-Hospitality for events & classes

January 30:

Night of Worship

-Social Media Team (Instagram/
Facebook)

• STUDENT MINISTRY:
-Middle School Staff
-YAM Meal Team (rotation of folks to
provide meals for YAM)

• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
-Workers in Infants, Toddlers, and
Children’s Classes and AWANA

• ADMINISTRATION:
-Facilities Maintenance Team:
Monthly maintenance throughout the
church campus

• WORSHIP & TECH MINISTRY:
-Singers & Musicians to help lead
corporate worship
-Sound, Projection, Livestream
(Producer or Moderator)
-Video Production Team

• CONNECTIONS MINISTRY:
-Greeters

If you’re interested in serving in any of
these areas, contact Pastor Nathan at nathan@ebcmv.org and he will connect you
with the ministry leader.
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COUNSELING CORNER:
THE SUBTLE SIN OF PRAYERLESSNESS
BY PAUL TAUTGES
____
The prophet Samuel recognized prayer as part of
the will of God. When the people of Israel realized
the sinfulness of their demand for a human king in
the place of God’s sovereign rule, they begged
Samuel to intercede for them:
“Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, so
that we may not die, for we have added to all
our sins this evil by asking for ourselves a king”
(1 Samuel 12:19).
In response, Samuel exhorted them to return to
God lest they again turn away to futile things.
However, he also understood his own personal
responsibility to continue to pray for them:
“Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I
should sin against the Lord by
ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in
the good and right way” (v. 23).
The Hebrew word translated “ceasing” is hadal, which carries the meaning of stopping,
neglecting, or refraining from doing something. Though the people of Israel behaved rebelliously, their faithful prophet refused to neglect prayer on their behalf. He refused to give up
on them. Israel had clearly stepped out of the will of God, but Samuel was determined that
he would not do the same. Instead, he recommitted himself to pray for his people as part of
his own obedience to God.
It is critical for us to recognize this truth: Samuel called prayerlessness sin. How many of us are
willing to do the same? Oh, we feel badly when our prayer lives become stagnant or virtually nonexistent. But do we call our lack of prayer sin and repent of it as a form of independence from God? We are ready to admit, sometimes even with a degree of spiritual pride,
that we need others to pray for us because “we are struggling in our prayer lives.” But who
will dare to stand in church and publicly declare, “I must confess to you my sin of prayerlessness. I need you to pray for me to truly repent of this sin. Please hold me accountable to my
renewed commitment to a lifestyle of God-dependent prayer”? Prayerlessness is sin, as is the
self-sufficient heart attitude of independence that feeds it.
In his classic work The Sovereignty of God, A. W. Pink writes, “Prayer is not so much an act as
it is an attitude — an attitude of dependency, dependency upon God. Prayer is confession
of creature weakness, yea, of helplessness … Therefore, prayer is the very opposite of dictating to God. Because prayer is an attitude of dependency, the one who really prays is submissive, submissive to the Divine will; and submission to the Divine will means that we are content
for the Lord to supply our need according to the dictates of His own sovereign pleasure.”
Prayerlessness is the most subtle disclosure of our independence from God and is our depraved heart’s own declaration of sovereignty. Beware of the subtle sin of prayerlessness!
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We must commit ourselves anew to a lifestyle of constant prayer, which will keep us in a state
of submission to the will of God. There are two aspects of the divine will that we must ponder,
as they relate to the need to practice constant prayer.
CONSTANT PRAYER PROTECTS US FROM TEMPTATION
In Mark 14:38, Jesus exhorts his disciples,
“Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” The previous verse reads, “And He came and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
watch for one hour?’”
While Jesus was preparing to die, his disciples were sleeping! If we are honest we will quickly
admit how much we are like they were.
The principle taught by Jesus is clear: Lack of diligence in prayer leaves us in a vulnerable
position, making us easy prey for temptation. He called the disciples, and thereby us, to constant prayer, “that [we] may not come into temptation.” Prayer is necessary to keep us spiritually alert to the weakness of our own flesh and its propensity to sin. Lehman Straus writes,
“No one can both sin and pray. True prayer will prevent us from sinning, or sin will prevent us
from praying.” Jesus had taught his followers to pray, “And do not lead us into temptation”
(Matthew 6:13). A lifestyle of dependence upon God in prayer guards our hearts from temptation and keeps us spiritually alert rather than lying in slumber, vulnerable to sin’s allure.
CONSTANT PRAYER KEEPS US ALERT TO THE ATTACKS OF THE DEVIL
In addition to his first letter to the Thessalonian church, there is another place in the New Testament where the apostle Paul calls his readers to constant prayer. To the church at Ephesus
he writes, “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18). We are to
pray constantly “with this in view.” With what in view? With an awareness of the reality of
spiritual warfare, which he has just described in the previous eight verses (6:10–17). Peter also
makes the same connection between prayer and spiritual alertness in the Christian’s war
when he exhorts,
“The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for
the purpose of prayer” (1 Peter 4:7).
Included in the “all things” that Peter has in mind are the diabolical ways of the devil, whose
agenda is to destroy Christians, for Peter again calls us to spiritual alertness in the very next
chapter:
“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren
who are in the world” (5:8–9).
Surely a significant part of our resistance to the attacks and temptations of the devil is a
healthy dependence upon God’s strength which is expressed most obviously through prayer.
Our understanding of the reality of spiritual warfare greatly influences whether or not we will
develop the habit of God-dependent prayer. Remaining in the will of God by remaining in
prayer protects us from fleshly temptations as well as Satan’s insidious opposition.
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SONG OF THE MONTH:
FOREVER JESUS
Matt Papa and Stuart Townend
My hymn of praise shall be “forever Jesus,”
My firm foundation in shifting sands;
My strength and hope through many fears and failures,
The disappointments of the past – His constant love has held me fast.
So, for all my days I will sing my praise
To the King, “forever Jesus.”
Though the storms may rage, He is strong to save,
He’s the King, “forever Jesus!”
My song of joy shall be “forever Jesus,”
Who bore the suff’ring, who made a way.
His life a gift, His death a precious ransom
That wipes the sinner’s guilt away, And turns our night to glorious day.
My final breath shall be “forever Jesus,”
When shadows lengthen before my eyes;
My Lord and Friend, companion through the valley
When dearest ones are left behind, His hand will lead me to the light.
When I meet His gaze I will sing my praise
To the King, “forever Jesus.”
All my sorrows past, I am home at last, with my King, “forever Jesus!”
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BODY LIFE
DEATHS:
Al Wright
October 10
Irene Wilson
October 21

THANK YOU:
Dear Emmanuel Baptist Church,
We want to thank you for the sweet “Retirement
from Africa” party. The pork sandwiches were a
nice menu choice (It is prohibited for Muslims).
big thank you to all those who were involved in the
cooking, the serving, the decorating and the cleanup.

A

We also want to thank all of our EBC family for sending us, standing with us for so many years, and
welcoming us home again! Because of you, we never worried about our finances and always felt
loved and prayed for. May the seeds that were sown reap a harvest for eternity and cause the Kingdom of Light to multiply.
Your gift to us was a beautiful, large crystal vase with the inscription:
“26 Years Serving the Lord in Africa, Thank you for being sent from EBC.”
This vase will be treasured as we set up our home to stay in Skagit Valley.
So grateful!

Turkey Trivia Answer Key
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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