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ELDER UPDATE
At their meeting on March 8, the lay Elders approved a 5.9 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for all 
church employees, retroactive to Jan. 1.

The adjustment matches the increase received this year by Social Security recipients.

In the past, EBC employees have traditionally received COLAs equal to the annual increase received by Social 
Security recipients. However, because of the church’s financial situation a year ago – when monthly expenses 
were consistently exceeding income -- no increases were given.

In discussing possible COLAs, the lay Elders considered the following:

• Apart from God’s Word, our employees are our most important asset.
• The dramatic rise in the cost of living over the previous few months.
• The significant improvement in the church’s financial situation over the previous five months. In the second 

week of October, the church faced a $66,000 deficit. Since that time, the Lord abundantly blessed EBC, 
turning that deficit into a $155,000 surplus at the time of the March 8 meeting.

• No adjustments to the 2021-22 budget were needed in order to absorb the $12,637 increase in compensa-
tion for the remainder of the fiscal year (which runs through June 30). In creating the 2021-22 budget the 
Elders set aside $7,499 for possible raises – contingent on an improvement in the church’s financial situa-
tion. The remainder will be covered by the fact payroll compensation through the first eight months of the 
fiscal year was below the amount budgeted.

The staff Elders were not part of the decision-making process. They left the meeting prior to the lay elders 
discussing and voting on the COLAs.

At the same meeting, the Elders began to work on the next item in their five-year plan for the church: New-
comer Assimilation. Pastor Nathan provided the guidelines for “Visitor Follow Up” that have been established 
by the Connections and EBC GO Teams, and from that document the Elders fashioned the following goal: 

“To warmly reach out to first-time visitors of an EBC church service, special event, or church-sponsored activ-
ity with the goal of making EBC feel more like a small church community that displays a caring and welcome 
atmosphere. This will be accomplished by making sure 100 percent of first-time visitors are reached through 
the visitor follow-up process.”

The Elders will be working on the specifics of that goal in future meetings.

Looking ahead, the Elders plan to finalize the 2022-23 budget at their meetings in May. When that process is 
complete, the budget will be made available to church members for review. The congregation is scheduled to 
vote on the budget at the Members Meeting/Potluck on June 5.

• 
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We arrived back in Argentina several weeks ago after our extended stateside assignment in the United States.  
We were traveling from November 2021 until mid-March 2022. What a trip!

One of the main goals of stateside assignment was to make connections and minister to our supporting 
churches, friends, and family. We enjoyed many coffee dates, meals, and get-togethers. Eric was blessed to be 
able to preach and share about missions at all of our supporting churches. He traveled to a doctoral class and 
taught at a biblical counseling conference in Mexico. We were able to share about missions at the Cross Con-
ference in Louisville, Kentucky in front of 5,000+ college students. We ministered in many different church 
groups, from AWANA kids to college groups to home groups. 

It was also a time to take care of ourselves. We had medical check-ups, homeschool testing, speech therapy 
assessments, and more. We were able to rest 
and take vacation in Florida, where Eric’s 
mom lives.

It was a time to enjoy the USA and family.  
The kids got to eat American foods, enjoy 
things like doughnuts and pepperoni pizza, 
play in American parks, and experience 
the Christmas season. They enjoyed grand-
parents and great-grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, cousins and more. They loved hav-
ing sleep-overs with Grammy and Grandpa, 
park playdates and a snow day with cousins, 
beach days with Mamie Jeanne and Tino and 
more.

Our trip wasn’t without challenges; chal-
lenges like living out of a suitcase for so 
long, getting COVID, mourning the deaths 
of several good friends, and saying hello and 
then goodbye many times to our loved ones.  
But we came away so thankful for all these 
and more blessings!

And now, we are so glad to be back in Cor-
doba. We are only semi-back into the routine 
of life here yet. Eric was home for a few 
weeks before he was able to take off again 
to a trip with the William Carey Seminary 
to Spain, Switzerland and North Africa.

MISSIONS MOMENT:
ERIC & DANICA ABISROR     



MAY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 21

5

William Carey Seminary was started through our local church, Iglesia Biblical Bautista Crecer, and has a new 
online biblical counseling program. Eric is in charge of this program. He is traveling with fellow missionaries 
Sam Masters and Jason Wright, who also work with the seminary. They are meeting students, encouraging 
pastors and making connections to further the work online and in Spanish-speaking Europe. They will be 
traveling for 2 1/2 weeks. We will have more on this trip in our next updates.

Meanwhile, Danica and the kids are at home, getting settled, and starting the 2022 school year. We are enter-
ing fall here, and the school year runs from March-December. Josiah just started 8th grade, Jackson is in 6th, 
Isaac is in 4th, Benjamin is in 2nd and Logan in PreK. Danica is homeschooling them all again and loves it.  
Logan goes to a preschool down the street in the morning, mainly to learn Spanish. Juggling it all is a chal-
lenge for Danica, but we are grateful for the opportunity to disciple our kids daily. 

So that’s a wrap on the beginning of our year here in Cordoba. It was a blessing for us to realize that we had a 
great desire to come back to our home here, even after all these amazing months in the states. Our hearts are 
still here in Argentina, and we are grateful 
for the call and desire that God has placed in 
us to serve Jesus here! Now that we’re back, 
our to-do lists are long with things and gos-
pel ministry to do. We can’t wait to tell you 
about how God is working through the teach-
ing ministry, the biblical counseling ministry, 
and our local church in the coming year.

Thanks for being part of our stateside as-
signment through your prayers and support!  
Keep praying!

Blessings, 
Eric & Danica & the boys

Prayer Requests
• Praise God for our successful stateside 

assignment.
• Praise God for two new church partners 

that began their partnership with us over 
the past few months!

• Pray for Eric’s safe and fruitful ministry 
for the William Carey Seminary in Eu-
rope.

• Pray for the coming ministry in 2022, that 
we would be faithful to the Lord’s calling 
in our lives this year.
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES      
It’s been a busy spring in Jubilee Junction. Just a few days ago we completed a regular full year of AWANA. 
There were 82 children registered led by 43 leaders and other volunteers. Two six graders earned the hard-
earned Timothy Award: Makaela Fogde and Aleah Nelson. At the AWANA Awards ceremony we honored 
nine long-time leaders whose years of service totaled 135! Here are some of the responses that were received 
when asked about their favorite part of AWANA: 

Danielle Felzer, Leader:
“I enjoy watching the kids growing and maturing in their faith, memorizing Scripture and applying it.”
Ruby Hamman: First Grade:
“Learning about God and reading my Bible.”
Gus Tercero, First Grade:
“Playing games.”
Susan Durham, Secretary:
“I have found my niche being an AWANA secretary.”
Anna Jung, Cubbie:
“Singing the songs and doing good saying the verses.” 
Mike McAllister, Leader:
“AWANA keeps me feeling younger.”
Desiree Heichel, First Grade:
“Praying and learning about God.”
Elizabeth Drumm, Fourth Grade:
“Learning verses in my handbook helps me learn more about God.”
Abigail Brown, Leader:
“Getting to know my girls and memorizing Scripture with them.”
Dylan Leidner, Second Grade:
“Learning about Jesus and having fun.” 
Frieda Presler, Leader:
“I love working with children and sharing Christ with them.”
Ford Price: Fourth Grade:
“I liked Theme Nights, especially Crazy Hair Night.”
Ian Peterson: Fourth Grade:
“I appreciate that my leaders liked to play fun games.” 

Children who attended the simulated underground church experience during the Missions Conference collect-
ed an offering for Ukraine relief on “Pocket Change Sunday.” All funds will go to support AWANA mission-
ary relief efforts in Ukraine or nearby countries.The Saturday before Easter, Children’s Ministry shared the 
Gospel and 2,100 candy-filled Easter eggs with the children at both Skagit Valley Mobile Home Park and 
Cascade West Apartments. This is an outreach that we’ve been doing about ten years. It’s not too early to put 
Vacation Bible School on your calendar, July 11–14. Please begin praying how God would have you support 
and serve in this outreach ministry. Our theme is “Planted in God’s Truth.” The Bible stories will feature Bi-
ble characters and their lesson in discipleship. Chad and Andrea Peterson will be our featured missionaries. 
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MAY
4:  Student Ministries’ “Youth Group in the Park” Begins
7:  Ladies’ Spring Event w/ Cas Monaco
13–14:  Hill Creek Christian Yard Sale
15:  Membership Class
16:  Alexis Kahns / Danielle Shackelford Baby Shower
21:  Men’s Breakfast
22:  Single Women Connect Potluck
28:  Student Ministries’ Nerf War
29:  Graduating Seniors Celebration at YAM

JUNE
3:  Student Ministries’ Young Ladies Night
5:  Members’ Meeting & Potluck
11:  Titus 2 Ladies Event
18:  Men’s Breakfast
26:  Discover EBC

JULY
11–14:  VBS
13:  Middle School Dessert at the Drumms
17:  Baptism Class
20:  High School Dessert at the Drumms
24:  Baptisms / Ministry Fair

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
Crazy Busy
by Herb Geeslin                    
Do you ever think of yourself as being “crazy busy?” I suspect most of us do. That’s why, in this month’s 
“Counseling Corner,” I want to share with you a helpful reflection from Kevin DeYoung, a pastor in North 
Carolina, on the subject of our “busyness.” He frequently speaks in other churches, and we carry some of his 
materials in our resource center. He writes the following:

“Most people feel frazzled and overwhelmed much of the time. We’re distracted and preoccupied in the same 
sorts of ways—struggling under a crushing weight of work, family, exercise, bills, church, school, friends, 
and a barrage of requests, demands and desires. It is safe to say that on a typical day for most of us, our re-
sponsibilities, requirements and ambitions add up to more than we can handle, whether we admit this or not.

The biggest dangers arising from this hectic and frustrating modern life aren’t what we might expect. The 
most serious threats are spiritual. An immediate and obvious threat is that busyness can ruin our joy. When 
we’re frantic and frenzied, we’re more prone to anxiety, resentment, impatience and irritability.  

Busyness also robs spiritual vitality from our hearts, like seed-growth choked out by thorns in Jesus’s parable 
in Mark 4.  Those thorns, he said, include “the cares of the world” (Mark 4:19).

Another danger is in how busyness covers up the rot in our souls. As Christians, we ought to understand deep 
down that the problem with extreme busyness isn’t just with our schedules or the world’s complexity—some-
thing isn’t right with us. The chaos is at least partly self-created. Things aren’t as they ought to be because we 
aren’t what we should be.

Our understanding of busyness must start with the one sin that begets so many others: pride. We’re busy 
because we try to do too many things; we do too many things because we say yes to too many people. We say 
yes because we want these people to like us and pat our back; we fear their disapproval.

Busyness also springs from such prideful factors as our tendency to overestimate our importance, our ambi-
tion to prove ourselves, or poor planning resulting from our refusal to seek help. How can we tell when pride 
has made us frantic and overwhelmed? Here’s a self-diagnostic question you may find helpful: Am I trying to 
do good—or to make myself look good?

For some people, because of pride as well as other reasons, opportunities we encounter often feel like obli-
gations. We end up trying to do what God doesn’t expect us to do. Even Jesus in His life on earth didn’t meet 
every need coming His way. He didn’t try doing it all.  He did, however, do everything God asked Him to do.

Jesus stayed resolutely on mission. He was busy, but never distracted by lesser things. He knew His priori-
ties and stuck with them. If Jesus is our example, we’ll know God expects us to say no to many good things 
so we’re freed up to say yes to what’s most important. Otherwise, we can’t serve others effectively. Setting 
priorities is an expression of love for others and for God.

The antidote to over-busyness isn’t sloth and indifference, but rather rest, rhythm, death to pride, acceptance 
of our own finitude and trust in God’s providence. For us, taking time to be with Jesus and learn from Him 
must be the priority in life. It isn’t enough to let “God-stuff” fill in the cracks during the day. Instead, we 
need to re-orient our lives toward our Savior, rather than the things of this world.  



MAY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 21

9

If you are sick and tired of feeling so dreadfully busy, this could be the best advice you’ll find anywhere: de-
vote yourself to the Word of God and prayer. No single practice brings more peace and discipline to life than 
sitting at the feet of Jesus. This is the place to start, because being with Jesus is the only thing strong enough 
to pull us away from crazy busyness. We won’t say no to more craziness until we say yes to more Jesus.”

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, 

and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 

and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
- Matthew 11:28–30

For more information about EBC’s Biblical Counseling Ministry, call 360-424-1173 or email Pastor Herb at 
herb@ebcmv.org.
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Jesus, Your Mercy

Bob Kauflin, Jordan Kauflin, Nathan Stiff

Jesus, Your mercy is all my plea.
I have no defense, my guilt runs too deep.

The best of my works pierced Your hands and Your feet.
Jesus, Your mercy is all my plea.

Jesus, Your mercy is all my boast,
The goodness I claim, the grounds of my hope.

Whatever I lack it’s still what I need most.
Jesus, Your mercy is all my boast.

Praise the King who bore my sin, Took my place when I stood condemned.
 Oh, how good You’ve always been to me. I will sing of Your mercy.

Jesus, Your mercy is all my rest, 
 When fears weigh me down and enemies press.
 A comfort I cling to in life and in death. Jesus, Your mercy is all my rest.

Jesus, Your mercy is all my joy.
Forever I’ll lift my heart and my voice,   

To sing of a treasure no pow’r can destroy. Jesus, Your mercy is all my joy.
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BODY LIFE
Thank You

Thank you to our music and tech teams that served us so faithfully over Easter weekend. Your church appre-
ciates you!

hill Creek ChrisTian

Hill Creek Christian is offering the CAT test as a standardized test for homeschool students. This a great way 
to meet the requirement for testing for home schooling in Washington State. The test will take place over 
3 days: May 3rd, 4th, and 5th from 9am–12pm. The cost is $30 plus a $10 grading fee if you don’t want to 
grade it yourself. To sign up, email Amorah Nelson at amorahlee@hotmail.com and let her know the name 
and grade level of your student.   

Hill Creek Christian is now registering students for the 2022–2023 school year. Hill Creek is a hybrid of 
private school and home school. Our mission is to partner with parents to help them home school and provide 
their students a quality education. We meet two days-a-week on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We offer the core 
academic classes for grades K-12. If you are interested, email Amorah Nelson at amorahlee@hotmail.com for 
any questions you may have or if you would like to set up a meeting to discuss your options.  

Hill Creek Christian is having a yard sale on May 13th and 14th. The funds raised will go to help the school.  
Please plan on coming to shop the sale. There are always so many treasures to find! We also need lots of do-
nations. You can drop off your donations in the Chapel during church hours on the weekdays starting on May 
2nd. If you have questions, contact Dennis Weems at dennis@ebcmv.org.



Emmanuel Baptist Church
1515 E. College Way
Mount Vernon, WA 98273


