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ELDER UPDATE
At their meeting on May 10, the Elders finalized the General Fund Budget for the 2022–23 fiscal year, which 
begins July 1. The budget will be presented to the congregation for approval at the Members Meeting on June 
5.

The proposed budget is 5.8 percent larger than the previous budget, an increase of $67,670. The significant 
changes are explained below:

PAYROLL
Employee compensation is up 5.3 percent. This reflects the cost-of-living raises given to the staff in March. 
This also includes money for a part-time Communications Director at an annual cost of $22,577 (compensa-
tion and payroll taxes).

PAYROLL TAXES
Payroll taxes are up 2.4 percent. The change is the result of increases in employee compensation and a de-
crease in the L&l rate for the janitors and the handyman.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Employee benefits jumped 15.6 percent. The increase is the result of a rise in the membership fees charged 
by Christian Health Care Ministries (from $20,640 per year to $24,420), and by adding church administrator 
Kevin Brown to the Medical Expense Reimbursement plan for staff members ages 65 and older (a potential 
annual cost of $3,600).

MISSIONS
Overall, the Missions budget increased by 5.2 percent. The Wycliffe missionaries who last year were sup-
ported by designated funds (Amy Barnes, and Dave and Nancy Wolfenden) were put back into the gener-
al-fund budget (an increase of $31,200), and support money for our Compassion Partners ($13,020) was 
moved to Gospel Outreach.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your 

own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 

will make your paths straight.
- Proverbs 3:5–6
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ADMINISTRATION
The Admin budget decreased 13.8 percent. The biggest factor in the decrease was the removal of the Xerox 
copy machine we were renting. That accounted for $10,040 in yearly savings.

FACILITIES
The Facilities budget is essentially the same as last year, with a decrease of just 0.82 percent.

ADULT MINISTRIES
Adult ministries increased 43 percent. The additions include $6,000 for a trip to Lafayette, IN for Biblical 
Counseling training, $500 for the Spanish-speaking ministry, and an additional $1,000 for the Women’s 
Ministry for Bible studies, discipleship, and special events.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
Student Ministries increased 29 percent. The increases are for the middle school ministry ($750), high 
school ministry ($1,000), young adult ministry ($1,300) and training and development ($2,000).

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
The Children’s Ministries budget is down slightly (8.0 percent) from the previous budget but includes $800 
for the construction of a new racetrack for the AWANA Grand Prix.

GATHERED WORSHIP
The Gathered Worship budget is up 15 percent. It includes increases for training and development ($1,500) 
and for campus-wide tech updates ($1,000).

CONNECTIONS
The Connections budget is up 6 percent. The $700 increase is for the purchases and printing involved in 
putting together the newcomer welcome bags.

GOSPEL OUTREACH
A new budget category was added to provide funds for the Gospel Outreach Team. It includes money for 
Trunk or Treat, the Homeless Ministry, the College Group Ministry, Neighborhood Groups, the School 
Blessings Ministry, and support for our Compassion Partners. The latter was formerly part of the Missions 
budget.

INCOME VS. EXPENSES
The Proposed General Fund Budget for 2022-23 estimates expenses at $1,236,432. Our estimated income 
for the 2022-23 fiscal year is $1,080,000. We expect to make up the difference in two ways:
1. We never spend 100 percent of our budget.
2. If current giving trends continue, EBC will start the fiscal year with a surplus of more than $120,000.
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Happy Spring! This month has brought lots of sunshine and warm-
er temperatures. With the snow melting off the driveway, we have 
been able to spend a lot more time outside playing and soaking up 
some good sun rays. It has felt so good! The kids have been having 
a blast with Daddy and even got to try driving the tractor with him. 
Zoey wasn’t interested but the boys loved it!

Along with the new spring weather, new changes have come to our 
ministry that have brought both challenges and opportunities. Rath-
er than having weekly movie nights, we have started what we are calling, “After School Gospel Club,” for 

children preschool through 6th grade. Every Thursday, the kids can get 
off the bus at church. We start with outside time/game time, then have 
a Bible story, a craft, and share a meal before the kids go home. Last 
week, we had 8 Native kids, as well as our children and a few mission-
ary kids who were visiting us. It is such an encouragement to have so 
many! We also had a kids’ Easter celebration with an Easter egg hunt, 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection stories, and a fun craft. We had about 
20 kids and they had a blast! This Gospel outreach event was huge 
encouragement to us..

While its encouraging to see our ministry growing and more 
opportunities to reach the Copper Center community with the 
Gospel, it also brings a lot of challenges. We minister to a lot of 
children who don’t have good home lives and, as a result, they 
are dealing with a lot of anger and lack control over their emo-
tions. Please pray for them that God will help them to under-
stand the scope of His love for them, as well as for us—that we 
would have patience and compassion for them. Also pray for 
protection over our children and all of the other children who are 
attending. 

In addition to our ministry to children, we have been trying to start a youth group. We have met a couple of 
Sunday afternoons and a few Native youth have shown up and had a really good time. The group has only 
been teen boys so far and they really enjoy spending time with Chad. Please pray for this ministry to continue 
to grow and for us to be patient and wait on the Lord.

In the meantime, our kiddos started homeschooling a couple months ago and they are doing really well! They 
both have learned to recognize all of their upper and lower case letters and know all of their letter sounds. 
They are beginning to learn how to sound out words. They can both count from 1 to 10 and can recognize 
some numbers. We will be working on simple math soon. I am really enjoying teaching them and am grateful 
to be home with them, teaching them not only academics, but also God’s Word, while having the opportunity 

MISSIONS MOMENT:
CHAD & ANDREA PETERSON    
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to pray with them each day. Even though I am enjoying it, it is exhausting sometimes and hard to have pa-
tience. Please pray that I will be patient with them and keep fair expectations. 

We are looking forward to lots of activity coming up this month 
and into summer. We have a work team coming May 15th–19th 
to help us get the Bible camp back up and running, we have 
training in Palmer May 23rd–27th, and we have Summer Confer-
ence May 31st – June 4th. It’s a busy month ahead! We are also 
excited to have Doug and Barb Peterson come and visit in June. 
The kids are really looking forward to it and so are we. July 
3rd–10th is the annual conference in Copper Center and then we 
are tentatively planning a summer camp for the village kids. We 
will see how God leads in that regard. All exciting things to be 
praying over!

Thank you all so much for your continued support through prayer and through your finances. We really ap-
preciate all of you. You are a blessing to our whole family! Please be in prayer specifically for:
• David as we pursue speech and occupational therapy to help him learn how to talk as well as help him 

with his sensory sensitivities.
• All of the village kids for God’s protection as well as for their salvation
• Our children’s and youth ministry that God will continue to grow our ministry as well as patience for us.
• All of our work teams and activities coming up that God would stay the focus and for opportunities for 

evangelism and discipleship.

Thank you and God Bless you all!

Chad, Andrea, Matthew, Zoey, and David

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 

that we ask or think, according to the power that works within 

us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations forever and ever. Amen.
- Ephesians 3:20–21
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
STUDENT MINISTRIES  / YAM   
Student MiniStrieS

The Middle and High School Ministries met all together at the end of April for our last Wednesday night 
meeting at the church. We celebrated with a big party where we played a lot of games, ate a lot of food, sang 
worship songs together, and the graduating seniors shared testimonies about their time in youth group and 
lessons they have learned. It was such a blessing to hear how the Lord has worked in their hearts and lives 
over the years. 

Last month, instead of meeting at the church, we have been meeting at Bakerview Park. It has been a great 
time together playing some larger games in the fields and fellowshipping with one another. We have also 
been reading through One-to-One Bible Reading by David Helm (EBC’s book of the month for May). Our 
hope is to encourage students to not be intimidated by reading God’s Word and to encourage them to invite 
friends to read through passages of Scripture together. 

A new Bible study is going to begin with the students on Wednesdays from 11:00am–1:00pm in June and 
July. We are going to be using a study on the Book of Colossians created by Warren Wiersbe. Each of the 
eight weeks will include a game time, fellowship, eating a sack lunch together, and work through the next 
section of the study. Hopefully, through this study, we will grow in our knowledge of God’s Word, our 
growth in Christ-likeness, and our unity with one another. In August, we will have Wednesday night meet-
ings at different EBC members’ homes. We will enjoy varying activities together and of course there will be 
focused time spent toward growth and godliness.

Young Adult MiniStrY (YAM)
YAM has continued to meet every Sunday night to study through various parts of God’s Word. We meet from 
5:00–6:00pm for discipleship, where the guys and gals meet separately to study, pray for each other, and hold 
each other accountable. We have a fellowship dinner from 6:00–7:00pm. Then we conclude the evening from 
7:00–8:00pm with a time of teaching.  We recently finished a months-long series on biblical finances. Some 
of the YAM staff and some of the pastors rotated in teaching through what it looks like to handle your financ-
es in a way that honors the Lord.

Last month, we started a new series on biblical relationships. We started by addressing what it looks like to 
have a relationship with the Lord. We will continue to look at dating, marriage, friendship, and family re-
lationships in the future. Our hope is to instill within the young adults a desire to pursue relationships that 
bring glory to God, benefit to others, and joy to their lives. 

PleASe PrAY

Please be in prayer for these ministries! Pray for everyone involved in serving on staff to have the energy and 
excitement to build relationships with the students for their benefit, for God’s glory, and their growth. Pray 
that as we study God’s Word, the students would respond with conviction and sanctification. Pray that the 
various events we have will go smoothly! 
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JUNE
3:  Student Ministries’ Young Ladies Night
5:  Members’ Meeting & Potluck
11: Titus 2 Ladies Event
12: 60s+ Lunch at Royal Star Buffet
13: Hannah Gerrish Bridal Shower
15: Students’ Summer Bible Study Begins
18: Men’s Breakfast
24: HS Hangout at the Hammans
26: Discover EBC / Student Helper Training Class

JULY
1:  Student Ministries’ Young Ladies Night
11–14:  VBS
13: Middle School Dessert at the Drumms
16: Men’s Breakfast
17: Baptism Class
20: High School Dessert at the Drumms
24: Baptisms / Ministry Fair
29: HS Hangout at the Hammans

AUGUST
5–6: Student Ministries’ Summer Retreat
10: Student Ministries’ Youth-in-the-Son Begins
13: YAM Tubing Trip
15: Ladies’ Coffee and Connect
21: EBC Family Picnic
26: HS Hangout at the Hammans

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
Side by Side: Walking with Others in Wisdom and Love
by Barbara Smith                   
This is a “book review” of sorts about a book by the above title written by Edward T. Welch in 2015. It is 
about Discipleship—coming alongside others in their suffering or sin. It is about choosing intentionally to 
reach out to others in the body of Christ. It is about the “one anothers” in Scripture, moving toward other 
people with patience, gentleness, perseverance, and lovingkindness—even (and especially) toward those who 
are not our close friends, or maybe not even our friends at all.

You are needy. So am I. You are needed. And so am I. People need other people. Our Creator God has de-
signed us that way. Galatians 6:2 (NASB): “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of 
Christ.” We are all “worn” from our earthly pilgrimage…from the regular stuff of everyday life. Life is hard! 
We are all also fallen; nothing about us is the way things were before the Fall of Man, although we still retain 
some of being created in the image of God (Gen 1 & 2). Living in a fallen world, on a cursed planet (Genesis 
3) is often MORE than difficult! As a result, life & relationships don’t go “right” or smoothly or easily. 

We are all NEEDY… and need to RECEIVE encouragement, compassion, direction, wisdom, discernment, 
comfort, guidance, admonishment, prayer, time, practical provisions, etc. FROM others in the church (the 
body of Christ). We are all created to NEED help from others. We are all NEEDED…to GIVE encourage-
ment, compassion, direction, wisdom, discernment, comfort, guidance, admonishment, prayer, time, practi-
cal provisions, etc. to others in the church (the body of Christ). In Christ, we are both called  & equipped to 
HELP others. Colossians 1:28 “We proclaim Him, admonishing & teaching everyone with all wisdom so that 
we may present everyone perfect [mature] in Christ.” Also 1 Thess. 5:14 “And we urge you brothers, WARN 
those who are idle (rebellious), ENCOURAGE the timid, HELP the weak, BE PATIENT with everyone.”

Why are we called to do these things…because Jesus did, and we are His followers! He has given each of us 
particular gifting by the Holy Spirit to serve each other, to build up the church—His body of believers. We 
need a heart change ourselves! Jesus took on the very nature of a servant (Philippians 2:7). Can we actually 
fix each other’s problems or wrong thinking or heart motives? No, but there is much that we can think and 
do and pray in coming alongside others in the midst of their blessings and sufferings and sins. What does this 
then look like in real, everyday living, with the other men and women and children in our body, our church, 
at EBC? We need a ONE ANOTHER mindset or perspective to step out of our own personal wants, desires, 
and needs. Easier said than done! We need to practice being others oriented and outward focused. 

We need to branch out, be intentional, and initiate contact with others…be aware and look beyond our own 
individual special friendships & friend groups (the people we ALWAYS talk to, sit with, hang out with, invite 
to our homes, meet for lunch, share prayer requests with). There are others, sitting in the back, with their 
heads down during a meeting or who have withdrawn suddenly from participating in worship and events or 
have a messy past. There is the Mom or Dad who has a teenager involved in ungodly or self destructive activ-
ities or relationships.

How are we then to do this? We greet people, notice them; we’re alert toward others. We introduce ourselves 
to those we don’t know, or don’t know very well. We can do this even if we are not what the world calls “ex-
troverts”! We have brief conversations and slowly we learn what is important to someone else and we con-
nect with them. Then, we begin to pray for them and with them (in person & on the spot!), on the phone, etc. 
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We have longer conversations with them after worship, maybe over coffee, or on a walk, after a Bible study, 
etc. These are very ordinary ways to be a “biblical friend,” to be side by side. We can all do these things! This 
shows people that someone really cares and deeper relationships naturally progress and flower from there. 
Eventually there is the sharing of the primary struggles in our lives…suffering and sin! 

Sufferings – are the troubles that come AT us. Our Sins – are the troubles that come OUT of us. And it is typi-
cal that we first share about our suffering and hardships, before we are willing to talk about our sin! HAVE 
COMPASSION DURING TROUBLE for those who are hurting deeply. We grieve with those who are griev-
ing...loss of a job, a spouse, an opportunity, a prodigal child, a ministry, a rebellious child, a health diagnosis, 
conflict in a relationship, confusion in decisions, etc. We remember them in prayer and practical helps in per-
son. Avoid saying, “it could be worse.” Our Lord does not negate or minimize or dismiss our suffering. Avoid 
saying too soon, “what is God teaching you through this,” or “God will work this together for good.” There is 
a time for just listening! Don’t say, “call me IF you need something.” Instead, offer, “what can I do to help?” 
Make a few suggestions, ask what needs to be done, then just do it! Continue carefully with humility. Have 
right, biblical theology. John 16:33, “In this world you WILL have trouble.” 

The perfect Son of God suffered with us and FOR us. We are matured through hardships, as we suffer, our 
hearts are exposed. Ed Welch says, “Suffering is a time when [God] is most obviously at work, and our spiri-
tual task is to turn TO Him rather than try to manage our world our own way. Endurance in suffering doesn’t 
grab our attention, but it is a response so important that it will have value that lasts beyond death. Meanwhile, 
we look ahead to the time when everything will be made right” (Welch, 109–110).

See Revelation 21:5. Give perspective: eternity past  ← the cross – the present → eternity future

PRAY DURING TROUBLE: Not merely, “I’ll pray for you,” or, “how can I pray for you,” but, “may I pray 
with you NOW?” Pray in-person after worship, on the phone, at Bible study, out for coffee, etc. Remind him 
or her that God hears, listens, and answers. Remind him or her to think about God’s past faithfulness and to 
thank Him. Pray for comfort, faith, etc. Do remember to FOLLOW-UP!

BE PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT SIN (James 5:19–20). Examine yourself first (Humility: Matt. 7:2–5, 
Patience: Gal. 5:22; 1 Thess. 5:14). See the good / acknowledge the hard circumstances. One sin at a time!

HELP FELLOW SINNERS: “Sin is best raised in the context of faithful friendships where hardships have 
been shared and friends have prayed with each other” (Welch, 141). God’s primary means of doing battle 
with sin: the Holy Spirit, The Scriptures, the body of Christ. We live in a world gone wrong (Genesis 3), al-
though it’s NO surprise to God! Before the redemption and renewal of all things, you and I are here living in 
the present not alone, but in the context of families, marriages, churches, communities, workplaces, cultures, 
etc. Each one of us is needy and each one of us is needed. God does not intend for us to be loners, dealing 
with hard stuff by ourselves. You and I are both called and equipped to come alongside one another, sharing 
and bearing one another’s burdens, as the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to mold each of us into the image 
of Christ. We need to be both aware and available.

THE QUESTION IS: will you & I do so? Are we willing to sacrificially put our own life and stuff on the 
back burner, trusting it to God, to reach out and come alongside another person? It is a rare Christian who 
will refuse this kind of help and caring and giving when he or she is truly needy.

WHEN will you & I begin...and with WHOM?
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Ancient of  Days

Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren, Jesse Reeves

Though the nations rage, kingdoms rise and fall,
There is still one King reigning over all.
So, I will not fear for this truth remains:

That my God is the Ancient of Days.

None above Him, none before Him. All of time in His hands.
For His throne, it shall remain and ever stand.

All the power, all the glory, I will trust in His name.
For my God is the Ancient of Days.

Though the dread of night overwhelms my soul,
He is here with me. I am not alone.

O, His love is sure and He knows my name.
For my God is the Ancient of Days.

Though I may not see what the future brings,
I will watch and wait for the Savior King.

Then, my joy complete, standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days.
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BODY LIFE
thAnk You

Many thanks to those who served in AWANA this past year and many thanks to those who have served con-
sistently in our Children’s Ministry on Sunday mornings!

Thank you to our Student Ministries’ staff (Middle School, High School, YAM)! We at EBC are grateful for 
the impact you are making on the young people of our church!

hill Creek ChriStiAn

Hill Creek Christian is now registering students for the 2022–2023 school year. Hill Creek is a hybrid of 
private school and home school. Our mission is to partner with parents to help them home school and provide 
their students a quality education. We meet two days-a-week on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We offer the core 
academic classes for grades K-12. If you are interested, email Amorah Nelson at amorahlee@hotmail.com for 
any questions you may have or if you would like to set up a meeting to discuss your options. 

Men’S MiniStrY

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” (1 Corinthians 16:13)

As a church family, EBC is blessed to have the following men serving on the men’s ministry team:  Chuck 
Bennett, Brian Schols, Mark Semrau, Mark Dye, Tom Twedt, Tom Lynn, Eric Hull, Will Flint, Tom Murillo, 
Henry Carsberg and Jeff McGrew.  

All of these men have a heart for the spiritual growth of the men in our church, and they are strategizing to 
meet that goal for 2022-2023.  Please feel free to contact any of them, if you have questions or ideas to share 
concerning men’s ministry.  Plans are being laid for a men’s retreat, as well as some special events for men in 
the near future.  The men’s ministry also sponsors one or two all-church events per year.  

June Events:

Men’s Prayer Fellowship:  Meets every Wednesday morning at 
7:00 am in the Fireside Room.  [Check with Will Flint (360-421-
6801), if you have any questions.]

Men’s Breakfast:  June 18, 8:00–9:30am in the Fireside Room.  
Our study of discipleship continues, with Chuck Durham leading 
our time together.

For general inquiries/questions about men’s ministry, give Pastor 
Herb a call (360-420-2615).
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