
JULY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 23JULY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 23

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCHTHE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

IN THIS ISSUE

Page 2 Elder Update

Pages 4–5 Missions Moment:
Amy Barnes

Page 6 Ministry Moment:
EBC GO

Page 7 Upcoming Events

Pages 8–9 Counseling Corner

Page 10 Song of the Month

Page 11 Body Life



JULY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 23

2

ELDER UPDATE
Here are a few of the items the Elder Board has been dealing with over the past two months:

2022-23 Budget:
The Elders approved the 2022-23 general fund budget at their meeting on May 10. The budget, which calls for 
a 5.8 percent increase over the previous year, was presented to the members at the Members' Meeting on June 5 
and was approved by a vote of 79-4.

Marshall Island Church:
A group from an Everett-based church made up of former residents of the Marshall Islands approached church 
administrator Kevin Brown this past spring and asked about the possibility of using EBC to start a Mar-
shallese-speaking church in Skagit County. The group’s pastor, Mios Maddison, met first with Pastor Patrick 
and then with the entire Elder Board. After determining that the church’s doctrine and statement of faith align 
with EBC’s, permission was granted. The group, which plans to start with about 12 congregants, is scheduled to 
hold its first service on the afternoon of July 10.

Short-term Mission Trips:
At their meeting on June 7 the Elders were updated on two upcoming mission trips. One group will be traveling 
to South America in September to work with and support our missionaries in Argentina, Eric and Danica Abis-
ror. The second group will be heading to Greece in October to work with missionaries Argyris and Dina Petrou.

Skagit Safe Parking Program:
The EBC GO (Gospel Outreach) Team asked the Elder Board to consider taking part in the Skagit Safe Parking 
Program. The program, which is coordinated by the City of Mount Vernon and Welcome Home Skagit, seeks 
to provide overnight parking for homeless individuals with vehicles “that is safe for everyone involved.” The 
plan is to rotate the program between a handful of participating churches. Participants in the program must go 
through a vetting process and there will be an on-site manager who is responsible for monitoring the site. The 
Elders briefly discussed the request at their meeting on June 7 and determined they needed more information, 
including how the GO Team plans to minister to the people involved. The organizer of the Skagit Safe Parking 
Program and Luis Pimentel, head of the GO Team, are scheduled to meet with the Elders at their next meeting 
on July 5.

Pastor Tim’s Raise:
At their meeting on June 7, the non-staff elders discussed a possible raise for Tim Drumm, Pastor of Student 
Ministries. Kevin noted that a raise could be accommodated within the structure of the recently approved bud-
get. The non-staff elders approved the raise.
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Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways ac-

knowledge Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.
- Proverbs 3:5–6
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A group of Miniafia community members in 
Papua New Guinea sat and listened intently 
as the reader read Genesis one paragraph at a 
time. The consultant was checking the draft 
of this book with them. All around, the smiles 
on their faces showed that they were hearing 
and understanding. Suddenly, someone from 
the group spoke out, “I can understand English 
but I do not understand it enough. Now I am 
hearing the deep meaning of these words. It is 
going through my heart with weight. I want to
see this book printed and made available so 
we can read it and experience its truth in our 
lives.” I love hearing stories like this and it’s 
why I count it a privilege to serve with Wycliffe.

2022 has been an unusual year so far. I have faced a health crisis that 
completely derailed all my plans and put my normal life on hold. 
From the onset it was clear that I did not have COVID but the doc-
tors thought it was some other kind of virus. Then, at the beginning 
of February when my heart rate skyrocketed, I ended up in the hos-
pital for nine days and tests showed a bacterial infection. However, 
because my symptoms were nonspecific they had trouble determining 
where the infection was hiding. They gave me broad spectrum antibi-
otics which got me out of critical status and also started me on a beta 
blocker to bring down my heart rate. The photo shows me hooked 
up to the 24 hour EKG and the really good news is that my heart is 
completely healthy. But after being discharged from the hospital, 
I was still struggling with a near constant low-grade temperature, 
elevated heart rates, and debilitating fatigue and weakness. Over 
the past months, I have been to one specialist after another trying to 
identify this pesky infection. In the end, it turned out to be a simple 
but non-typical case of a kidney infection. As I write this I have just 

started taking antibiotics and am still weak but also relieved that there is a diagnosis and that recovery finally 
has a finish line. I am so looking forward to getting back to my work and creative projects again. And it will 
feel luxurious to be able to exercise, clean my house and accomplish all the little tasks and chores that make 
up daily life.

MISSIONS MOMENT:
AMY BARNES   
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The spiritual discipline that this season of life has required is turning 
things over to God. Moment-by-moment, I have had to let go of ex-
pectations, loosen my grip on things I normally have control over, dis-
engage from fear, and release my anxieties. Because my external life 
was so limited, I had plenty of time to pay attention to my inner life. 
Some days when the fever was especially high the days flew by be-
cause I was mostly sleeping. But other days were excruciatingly long 
when my mind was alert but my body was too weak even to read. It’s 
been a season that has required great endurance and mental discipline 
amidst the frustration of set-backs and delays. Patiently waiting and 
clinging to hope became my full-time job and any success I had in that 
was only due to the abundant grace of Christ, my constant Companion.
As you might imagine, “Why?” is a question I have asked God a lot. 
There is so much that is still unclear to me and I am sure I will be 
processing this for quite a while yet, but I do know that God allowed 
(even gifted me) this season and I trust that in His perfect timing I will 
gain clarity on why it was needed.

Germany Contact Info:

amy_barnes@wycliffe.org
+1 360-499-2985 (Skype)
+49 176 421 340 36 (Cell)
Raingarten 1
57299 Burbach

USA Contact Info:

c/o Sue Barnes 1051 N. Baker Ave Unit A 101
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

Wycliffe Bible Translators:

wycliffe.org/partner/amybarnes
To give by check please include a separate note stating:
“Preference for the Wycliffe ministry of Amy Barnes”
PO Box 628200, Orlando, FL 32862 1-800-Wycliffe
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
EBC GO :  SKAGIT VALLEY  COLLEGE OUTREACH
The past couple weeks have seen a sweet finish to 
the spring quarter for the EBC conversation table 
at SVC. We’ve had a whiteboard up for people 
to write 1) a word to sum up the past school year 
and 2) a word to sum up what they hope for the 
next school year. We then gave free coffee cards 
to those were willing to contribute and explain 
why they picked their words. This was a neat 
opportunity to get to know people better, and also 
led to some deep conversations.

One was with a young lady, “Serena,” who, after 
hearing the gospel, expressed that she had never 
heard a lot of it and was very thankful for us be-
ing there. This is one example of the place many 
of these students are in: they know little about Christianity, and even less about the true gospel. Not all are so 
open as this gal was to hearing the good news, but there are more than you would assume. The need is great, 
and the vessels God chooses seem few and weak, yet in His strength we can say with Paul that God “always 
leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every 

place” (2 Cor 2:14).

Last Tuesday a few members of our team walked around campus and 
stopped in several locations to pray together for SVC students and staff, 
for EBC’s connection with the college, and for the Young Adult Ministry. 
It was a beautiful day and we got to pray with two students we encoun-
tered along the way as well. Praise God! Our work is built on prayer, and 
we need your prayers – thank you for them!

The team will be taking a break since campus is super quiet during 
summer quarter (was this way even before the pandemic). Regardless of 
seeing few students on campus this past school year due to COVID, and 
times when we wondered why we were there, God has faithfully got us 
connected with people and provided gospel opportunities. We have begun 
important relationships with staff and students that we can pick up with 

when we return in the fall.

For our next launch in the fall, we are looking for additional friendly team members who love Jesus and lost 
people and happen to be available on a weekday morning for an hour. Together, team members strategize 
table themes, collect supplies, and take shifts at the conversation table on campus. Please let us know this 
summer if you are interested by contacting Karissa Blankenship at karissaship4@gmail.com.
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JULY
1:  Student Ministries’ Young Ladies Night
11–14:  VBS
13: Middle School Dessert at the Drumms
16: Men’s Breakfast
17: Baptism Class
20: High School Dessert at the Drumms
24: Baptisms / Ministry Fair
29: HS Hangout at the Hammans

AUGUST
5–6: Student Ministries’ Summer Retreat
10: Student Ministries’ In-the-Son Begins
13: YAM Tubing Trip
15: Ladies’ Coffee and Connect
21: EBC Family Picnic
26: HS Hangout at the Hammans
28:  Membership Class

SEPTEMBER
12: GriefShare Begins
14: Family Dinner / Wednesday Nights Begin
16: Student Ministries’ Bowling Night
17: Men’s Breakfast
18: Members’ Meeting
24: Creation Seminar
25: Night of Worship

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS



JULY 2022 | VOLUME NO. 23

8

COUNSELING CORNER:
Christlike Speech on Social Media Platforms
by Kshitiz Sharma Ghimire                  
When you are about to post on Facebook, it greets you with a question, “What’s on your mind?” Imagine if 
everything that was on our mind got posted on Facebook automatically. What if all the bitter, lustful, angry 
thoughts were automatically posted on Facebook? How many of us would still use social media? You, how-
ever, may breathe a sigh of relief knowing that you can curate your best thoughts or experiences for the world 
to see on social media. But Scripture tells us that even before there is a word on our tongue, God knows it all 
(Psalm 139:4). So, how do we as Christians use social media in the presence of our all-knowing and all-pres-
ent God if nothing escapes His holy gaze?  

Whether through news, Facebook posts, or tweets, we are reminded daily of the reality of the sinfulness of 
this world by how the truth is suppressed, distorted and abhorred (Romans 1:18). Many tend to distort the 
truth in their favor or use words to put down the other person. The goal is always to elevate themselves. The 
propensity to sin with our speech online could be due to a lack of immediate consequences because who is 
there to punish these “keyboard warriors”? As Christians, are we then living like functional atheists? More-
over, it would be naïve to think that our online speech will not translate to our real-life conversations. Thus, it 
calls for urgency among us believers, who have been transformed by the gospel to this new life of righteous-
ness, to be truthful and sincere, gentle and graceful, in our speech, both in daily conversations and on social 
media. 

In the ‘Sermon on the Mount’, while correcting the false teachers of His time who were flippantly and care-
lessly taking false oaths, Jesus encourages His believers by teaching, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil” (Matthew 5:37). While Jesus was not prohibiting or banning 
the taking of oaths, He was calling upon His believers to be truthful and sincere in everything they say. Ephe-
sians 5:1 also commands us to imitate God, and the contrary is sobering, because when we sin, we are imitat-
ing the Father of lies. So, any speech other than what is truthful and sincere does not represent the character 
of our truthful God, but of Satan.  

Ways to Identify If Our Speech is Christlike or Not 

Examine your speech: You know better than anyone else (with the exception of God Himself), if you are 
being truthful or not in your speech. In fact, this might also be a motivation to stay silent rather than speak in 
an untruthful, insincere or rash manner (James 1:9). Moreover, Ephesians 4:29 can be a great motivator for us 
to examine our speech. Even when we are being truthful, is our speech motivated by love to build the other 
person? Does it fit the occasion or is it spoken at an appropriate time? And lastly, does it provide grace to the 
hearer? Imagine how many social media arguments would have been avoided if believers filtered their speech 
through the grid of Ephesians 4:29. 

Here are a few ways that we fail to be Christlike in our speech on social media: 
1. We are quick to post a comment with little thought. 
2. We give sarcastic, hurtful or degrading comments to shame or bring down the other person. 
3. We make crude jokes or laugh at inappropriate humor. 
4. We make social media posts with a self-glorifying intent.  
5. We complain or brag about our earthly blessings with no thanksgiving to our Creator.  
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Examine your heart: Scripture tells us that our hearts are deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), and it is through our 
thoughts, speech and behavior that we can see the remaining sin of our hearts. This is why Jesus says in Luke 
6:45, “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks” (emphasis mine). What is the state of our heart? 
Look at your speech. We could even be self-righteous when we see the open depravity on social media, and 
be quick to say, “At least that’s not me.” Paul, however, says that the unrighteous will not inherit the king-
dom of God, and then proceeds to remind us of our condition before salvation: “And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11, emphasis mine).  

On the other hand, we could be enjoying the sins that Christ died for when we think it’s harmless to laugh at 
crude jokes or sin against an image-bearer of God with our speech online. Here, we need to repent and ask 
God to give us a higher view of who He is and a proper view of our sin because sin is enjoyable in our flesh. 
This is why James tells us that we cannot tame the tongue on our own, it is a restless evil, full of deadly poi-
son. With our tongue, we bless our Lord and Father and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness 
of God (James 3:8-9). Thus, our sinful speech is more than just a lack of self-control, pride, and self-righ-
teousness, it is because we cannot change our sinful nature. This is why the regeneration of the Holy Spirit is 
a supernatural work to create us into a new creation, and God has promised to change us from the inside out! 

So, as we imitate Christ, we are to put off the evil practices of our old nature with the help of Holy Spirit, and 
we also need to put on the righteousness that reflects our new nature. How do we put on Christlikeness in our 
speech? 

Saturate your speech with God’s Word: One of the things that I have learned from my experience of 
counseling is that I am less prone to fail with my words and harm others with my speech when I am more 
dependent on using God’s word in my conversations. While our words are flawed and cannot be fully trusted, 
God’s word is trustworthy. This is where James 1:9 is helpful again; we are to be slow to speak but quick to 
listen. While we spend time in God’s Word, we are opening our ears to hear what God has to say, which will 
impact our speech to be glorifying to God. God’s Word warns us not to be quick to speak (James 1:9), not to 
speak corruptly, but to speak to build the other person up in grace (Ephesians 4:29), to speak the truth with 
love (Ephesians 4:15), and to encourage others gently towards righteousness (Galatians 6:1). Like Luke 6:45 
suggests, when God’s Word goes in as good treasure in our heart, Christ-like speech comes out of our mouth. 

As we remember that everything in our lives and conversation is in His presence, it challenges us to examine 
our speech. Similarly, recognizing that what comes out of our mouth may indeed be the thing which will de-
termine what others will think of Him challenges us to strive for Christlike speech. May those around us see 
our Christlike speech and glorify our Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 

This article first appeared on the ACBC blog (https://biblicalcounseling.com/resource-library/articles/christ-
like-speech-on-social-media-platforms). Kshitiz Sharma Ghimire is an ACBC-certified biblical counselor and 
serves as Pastor of Student Ministries at Riverdale Baptist Church in Flint, MI.
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Let the Nations Be Glad

Aaron Boswell, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa

Let the glory of the Lord forever be our joy.
May redemption be the theme of our song.

For by grace we have been saved, and by grace we shall proclaim
To the corners of the earth that Christ is come.

Let the nations be glad, let the people rejoice,
For salvation belongs to our God.

Let the whole earth be filled with the praises of the Lord,
For salvation belongs to our God. Let the nations be glad.

Through the ages gone before, through the trial and the sword,
Many saints and martyrs conquered, though they died.

Still we, holding out the cross, crossing oceans, suff’ring loss,
Shall endure all things to win the crown of life.

As Your holy church goes forth in the Holy Spirit’s pow’r
With the glories of the gospel to exclaim,

Now we pray Your kingdom come, and we pray Your will be done
For the honor and the glory of Your name.
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BODY LIFE
Births

Ezekiel James Tanis
Born on May 22
Parents: Logan and Gracie

Kristina Marie Glasgow
Born on May 30
Parents: Samuel and Maddy

Tenley Mae Lamica
Born on June 15
Parents: Jon and Brittany

Hallie Marguerite Kahns
Born on June 17
Parents: Mitchell and Alexis

Deaths

Roger Hurd: May 25

Claudette Justice: June 10

Bev Walser: June 16

Fritzi Lawler: June 25

The LORD gave and the LORD has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of the 
LORD.

-Job 1:21
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