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ELDER UPDATE
Here are two of the items the Elder Board dealt with at its July meeting:

SKAGIT SAFE PARKING
Sarah Vogt of Welcome Home Skagit (WHS) met with the Board to answer questions about the Skagit Safe 
Parking Program. The program, which is coordinated by the City of Mount Vernon and WHS, seeks to provide 
overnight parking for homeless individuals with vehicles.

Luis Pimentel, head of EBC’s Gospel Outreach Team, and two members of the GO Team – Wyatt Wahlgren and 
Henry Carsberg – also attended the meeting. Sarah explained the following details of the program:
• EBC would provide spaces for 5–7 cars to park overnight.
• WHS would provide portable restrooms and shower facilities.
• Parking would be allowed only between 7:00 PM and 7:00 AM, and the site would be monitored by a WHS 

attendant.
• Visitors would not be allowed, and there would be no in/out privileges.
• Participants in the program have to go undergo a vetting process that includes criminal background checks.
• Alcohol and drug use would not be allowed.
• The plan calls for a network of churches to host the program on a rotating basis, with each church hosting 

the program for two weeks at a time.

Luis said the GO Team sees the Safe Parking Program as a unique opportunity for Gospel outreach. The team 
has been brainstorming ways to build relationships with program participants. Among the ideas being consid-
ered:
• Upon arrival, welcome the people and present them with an information packet that includes a schedule of 

Equipping Hour classes and Worship Services, and contact info for the Biblical Counseling ministry.
• Provide gift vouchers for food and/or gas.
• Invite the participants to a fellowship hour in the Fireside Room, where they would be offered a small meal, 

or coffee and tea, and a chance to interact with GO Team members.
• Possibly offer services such as haircuts.
• Develop and make available a stockpile of essential supplies (food, clothing, toiletries, etc.)

The Elders were generally enthusiastic about the program, but before making a final decision they tasked church 
administrator Kevin Brown with determining how taking part in the program would impact EBC’s liability 
insurance. Kevin will report back at the August meeting.

OFFICERS ELECTED
At their July meeting the Elders elected officers for the 2022–23 fiscal year. The positions remained unchanged 
from the previous year.

Chairman – Kevin Brown
Vice Chairman – Luke Boswell
Secretary – Tim Drumm 
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Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways ac-

knowledge Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.
- Proverbs 3:5–6
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Hello again everyone! I want to apologize for not getting a letter 
out last month. Unfortunately, we finally caught COVID and were 
laid up the last 2 weeks of May. I meant to write a letter but totally 
forgot as I was still feeling a bit under the weather, but we survived 
and are back to our normal old healthy selves. As you all may have 
heard, Chad has had back trouble. He has a slipped disc that is 
pretty bad and will be starting physical therapy for that, as well as 
seeing a chiropractor. We also had a bit of a scare as they found 2 
cysts on his liver when they did the MRI of his spine. We are prais-
ing God that it turned out to be 2 benign, harmless cysts.

On a more positive note, we went to our last week of cultural training in 
May. We have learned so much from these 4 weeks of training and are so 
grateful that we were able to do it in Palmer (only 3 hours from home) 
rather than in North Carolina (where it is normally held). Thank you to 
everyone who made this possible! 

After training was over, we had the privilege of having Doug and Barb 
(Chad's parents) come for a visit. Not only did we get to spend lots of 
time with them just having fun, but they helped Chad and I so much with getting our house finished. Chad 
and Doug got almost all of the trim boards put up, cleaned up our future master bathroom, finished up a lot of 

the sheetrocking and mudding that still needed to get done and Barb helped 
out a ton with our kiddos, dishes, and laundry. I am so blessed to have such 
wonderful, generous, and loving in-laws or, as Barb calls it, "mother and 
father-in-love." We also had an opportunity to take a drive to Valdez while 
they were here, which was a lot of fun. We saw a moose or 2 as well as lots 
of beautiful waterfalls, and we got to see where the town used to be before 
it was destroyed by the great Alaska earthquake. It was a welcome break 
from the mosquitos as well, which have been absolutely horrible this year…
even for Alaska! It was such a wonderful 2 weeks but too short! We were 
sad to say goodbye and look forward to our next visit.

I think most of you know that David is still not talking. We have started speech therapy and will start occupa-
tional therapy soon. We will have him evaluated for autism once we rule out a hearing issue and get a referral 
from a pediatrician. Please be praying for him and for wisdom to know what to do to help him. We will keep 
you all updated on how he’s doing.

In other exciting news, we will be in Washington January 30th through March 7th to visit all of you, as well 
as to try to raise more support. Unfortunately, the cost of living has gone up significantly and we underes-

MISSIONS MOMENT:
CHAD & ANDREA PETERSON  
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timated how much heating, fuel, and groceries would cost here in 
Alaska. While God has been providing for us, we have been strug-
gling a bit financially. We are currently estimating that we need to 
raise between $200- $500/month to be where we need to be. We ask 
that you all be praying about whether you can add to the support you 
are already graciously providing us with. Even if it’s only $5 more 
per month that is huge! We understand if you aren’t able to give more 
right now so no expectations or hard feelings. We love you all!

Also, God is opening up doors with a young lady that has started 
going to church. I am working on building a friendship with her and 
am excited to see what God does with it. She is searching for answers 
and really wants help with her alcoholism so it’s a huge opportuni-
ty to share Christ’s love with her and possibly have a discipleship 
relationship with her. Please be praying for her as she struggles with 
depression and anxiety, as well as the alcohol abuse. We’ve also con-
tinued to have a good turnout with our kids events and are continuing 
to build relationships with the kiddos here. We are still working on 
getting a youth group started so please be praying for interest from 
the teens here.

Please be praying specifically:
• For David to begin to talk and communicate with us
• For all of our children’s hearts/salvation
• For God to continue to create opportunities for us to share Him with the native people
• For opportunities to build relationships with the native youth.
• For God to provide for our financial needs

Thank you all so much for your encouragement, prayers, and support as we continue to share the love of Je-
sus with the people of Kluti-Kah and Copper River Valley. We love and appreciate you all so much!

Love in Christ,

Chad, Andrea, Matthew, Zoey, and David

Ephesians 3:20-21:
“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. 
Amen.”
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
EQUIPPING CLASSES
THREE REASONS WHY YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO NEGLECT ATTENDING AN EQUIPPING CLASS 
AT EBC…

1. Equipping classes provide a golden opportunity for you to grow spiritually as a man/woman in Christ 
because of the informal setting.

Each class offers Bible-based teaching in a context that encourages discussions, generates questions, 
and provides answers to practical matters of the Christian life. The spiritual benefits of prioritizing an 
equipping class into your Sunday routine are immense!

2. Equipping classes offer a place to nurture current friendships with your brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as an opportunity to make new friends.    

The fellowship within equipping classes serves to deepen relationships. The quick contacts that 
normally occur in the hallways of church and often during our corporate worship is replaced by more 
meaningful interaction with others in our church body.

3. Equipping classes give you a platform for an active role in the building up of the body of Christ.

Equipping classes are the perfect place to invite new attenders, to help them feel “at home,” and get 
them plugged into the body life of Emmanuel. Also, there are many ways to serve within equipping 
classes, and, hopefully, your heart is open to such service. Truly, God can use you to encourage and 
edify other people on a personal level that is simply not possible elsewhere on Sunday mornings.

 

There is a class for you. Come be a part of the fabric of fellowship!
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AUGUST
5–6: Student Ministries’ Summer Retreat
10: Student Ministries’ In-the-Son Begins
13: YAM Leavenworth Tubing Day
19: Roger Hurd Memorial Service / Parents' Night Out
21: EBC Family Picnic
24: Fritzi Lawler Memorial Service
26: HS Hangout at the Hammans
28:  Membership Class

SEPTEMBER
7:  Student Ministry Kickoff
10: Men's Event: Tailgating Saturday
12: GriefShare Begins / Student Ministries’ Bowling Night
12–23: Argentina Missions Trip
14: Family Dinner / Wednesday Nights Begin 
17: Men’s Breakfast
18: Members’ Meeting
24: Creation Seminar
25: Night of Worship

OCTOBER
1–8: Greece Missions Trip
7–9:  Student Ministries' Disciple Now
9:  Baptism Class
16: Baptisms / Parent/Child Dedications / Discover EBC
17: Ladies' Coffee and Connect
26: Student Ministries' Masquerade
29: Trunk or Treat

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
Walking with Others in Wisdom and Love
by Pastor Herb Geeslin                 
Who among us would not like to be characterized throughout our Christian lives as “walking with others in 
wisdom and love?” Certainly, we’ve heard a lot about discipleship over the last few months, but, when all 
that information is boiled down, isn’t the bottom line essentially integrating the truths of Scripture into our 
lives and sharing it with others in loving relationships?

Well, that’s what biblical counseling is all about. And you’ve heard me say it plenty of times, every believer 
is a counselor—to themselves, to their family and friends. So, to help everyone here at EBC become more 
effective at walking with others in wisdom and love, the biblical counseling ministry is offering a class this 
fall entitled, "Side by Side. " 

The class is based on the excellent book by Ed Welch, Side by Side, a book reviewed recently in this column 
by Barbara Smith. We will go through this book together, along with an accompanying study guide. Here’s 
some encouragement from the author, Ed Welch:

"This book identifies the skills we need to help one another.  It is for everyone—friends, parents, even neigh-
bors.  Along the way we will find that God is pleased to use ordinary people, ordinary conversations, and 
extraordinary and wise love to do most of the heavy lifting in His kingdom."

More encouragement is found in the words of many notable Christian leaders, including the following:

“The task of counseling is the task of loving others well.  This book will help you to know what the love of 
Christ looks like, how to extend it to others, and how to accept it from others as you live in relationship to-
gether.”

~ Dr. Heath Lambert, Associate Professor of Biblical Counseling at The  

    Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

“Ed Welch skillfully provokes and counsels Christians on how to relate better with others by recognizing 
they are needy and needed.  He puts his arms around church members who want to be more than spectators, 
around friends who want to grow in wise love for one another, and around parents who want to be more ef-
fective with their children.  I wish I could have read this book as a young person—life would have been much 
richer both for others and for me.”

~ Dr. Bruce K. Waltke, Professor Emeritus (Hebrew and OT Studies)
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Side by Side will meet on Thursday evenings, 7:00–8:15 PM in the Fireside Room.  

Classes begin on September 15. Each session will be led by one of Emmanuel’s biblical counselors.

Books are required, and you can either purchase them on your own or buy them at church for $10.

Please sign up for this class on the Church Center App or at the Connections Desk.

In case you are wondering if this class will be worth your time investment, consider Dr. Paul Tripp’s advice: 

 “…God makes His invisible grace visible by sending ordinary people to give extraordinary grace to people 
who need it.  Welch not only reminds us all of our call to friendship ministry, but also unpacks for us what it 
looks like.  Every Christian should read this book!”

For more information about EBC’s Biblical Counseling Ministry, call 360-424-1173 or email Pastor Herb at 
herb@ebcmv.org.
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Grace

Niki Shepherd, Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson

Your grace that leads the sinner home, from death to life forever.
And sings the song of righteousness by blood and not by merit.

Your grace that reaches far and wide, to ev’ry tribe and nation,
Has called my heart to enter in the joy of Your salvation.

By grace I am redeemed. By grace I am restored.
And now I freely walk into the arms of Christ, my Lord.

Your grace that I cannot explain, not by my earthly wisdom.
The Prince of life, without a stain, was traded for this sinner.

Let praise rise up and overflow; my song resound forever.
For grace will see me welcomed home to walk beside my Savior.
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BODY LIFE
Births

Mordecai Max Shepherd Shackelford
Born on July 30
Parents: Gideon and Danielle

Men's Ministry

Every Wednesday morning, at 7:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room, a group of faithful men gather for prayer and 
fellowship. They share personal prayer requests with one another, but they also regularly prayer for con-
gregational requests, national and world events, and strengthen one another in their daily walk with Christ.  
Occasionally, a “special visitor” shows up. For example, Elizabeth Riley came to describe her ministry in 
Lebanon, and Oscar Karok’s father-in-law came to the group, along with his son.

These men would love to have other men join them. As Will 
Flint puts it, “It’s a wonderful weekly time together that we 
all are drawn to, that we all look forward to, and don’t want 
to leave out of our lives.” Join them simply by showing up on 
Wednesday mornings.  If you have any questions, give Will 
Flint a call at 360-421-6801.

Members of the EBC Men’s Ministry Team:  Chuck Bennett, 
Brian Schols, Mark Semrau, Mark Dye, Tom Twedt, Tom Lynn, 
Eric Hull, Will Flint, Tom Murillo, Henry Carsberg, Jeff Mc-
Grew, and Pastor Herb.

Men’s Event: Tailgate Saturday
When: September 10, 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Where: EBC Chapel
Guest Speaker: Mike Rohrbach. Mike played football for the University of Washington under Coach Don 
James. As a Christian, Mike’s involvement with sports has given him a wonderful platform to serve the Lord. 
He is founder and director of Run to Win, a sports-oriented outreach for Christ with a variety of ministries.

Join us for an evening of fun and inspiration!

PLUS, there will be a “tailgate” meal of burgers with all the trimmings provided! There is no cost of admis-
sion, because we want all the men of Emmanuel to come together for a great evening of fellowship (dona-
tions will be accepted). There will be giveaways of football gear, including a UW football helmet.
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