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ELDER UPDATE
Here are a couple of the items the Elder Board dealt with at its meeting on Aug. 2:

SAFE PARKING PROGRAM

The Elders approved EBC’s involvement in the Safe Parking Program. The program, which is coordinated by 
the City of Mount Vernon and Welcome Home Skagit (WHS), provides overnight parking for homeless individ-
uals with vehicles.

EBC is one of four local churches taking part in the program. Each church will host the participants for two 
weeks on a rotating basis.

On Aug. 15, EBC hosted a meeting to provide our neighbors with information about the Safe Parking Program. 
Roughly two dozen people attended, including representatives of Skagit County government, the City of Mount 
Vernon and WHS.

The neighbors expressed concern with the plan to house the program in the portion of the back parking lot adja-
cent to the properties on Windsor Drive. They urged the church to move the designated parking area to another 
location on the EBC campus.

Luis Pimentel, the head of EBC’s Gospel Outreach (GO) Team (and the person who led the meeting), told the 
neighbors their concerns would be taken into consideration. The following day, Luis consulted with church 
administrator Kevin Brown and the decision was made to move the designated parking area to the southwest 
corner of the back parking lot (near the playground).

Kevin communicated the change to those who attended the meeting.

EBC began hosting the program on Aug. 19, with members of the GO Team greeting the participants and pro-
viding them with information about EBC and the ministries we offer.

HILL CREEK CHRISTIAN

The Elders approved a revision to the policy statement governing the relationship between Emmanuel Baptist 
and Hill Creek Christian (HCC).

The revision makes HCC a permanent ministry of Emmanuel Baptist Church. HCC, a support organization for 
home-schooled students that offers classes at EBC two days a week during the school year, had been a provi-
sional ministry since 2018, which required its status to be renewed annually by the Elder Board.
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The revised policy statement includes the following conditions for HCC to remain a permanent ministry:
• HCC must be financially self-sustaining.
• HCC must instruct from the perspective of a Biblical worldview.
• The management of HCC is the responsibility of the HCC Ministry Team, which consists of five to seven 

EBC members appointed by the Elder Board.
• The day-to-day operations of HCC are overseen by two part-time co-directors – one for academics and one 

for administration. Those individuals are hired by the Ministry Team and are members of EBC. 
• HCC must remain a support organization for home-schooled students and not become a full-time school.

��
Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways ac-

knowledge Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.
- Proverbs 3:5–6
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Big news: Our son, 
Sidney, and Faith are 
engaged! They met a 
couple of years ago 
as students at Trinity 
Western University. 
They started dating last 
year and she fits right 
in with our family. We 
have the privilege of 
helping them prepare 
themselves for their 
spring wedding and life 
together.

Cassia is having a great 
summer growing in her 
leadership abilities and 
rising to various chal-
lenges using her ERT 
training at a Bible camp 
in Alberta. Corianna, 
besides enjoying the ac-
tion of FD pager calls, 
is getting ready for 
Bible School at Millar 
(Sunnybrae) in a few 
weeks and is nearly done training Indah as an official service dog. Levi is enjoying his summer maintenance 
job with a friend and making progress in our weekly driving sessions.

Dawn is working on her ambulance driver’s licence and pursuing paramedic training. Our town is un-
der-staffed for medical emergencies so this is a way Dawn can help the community and expand her skills 
doing something she loves. Of course, she loves home-schooling, but that era is coming to an end. Levi will 
be her last grade 12 student this fall.

Dawn and I had a great trip to Ontario in June and are now in the process of discussing how we can help out 
itinerantly with equipping Ethnos missionaries in Durham. This opportunity is coming at a good time and we 
would love to be more involved with helping and supporting tribal church planting teams while we prepare to 
re-engage with ministry on the ground in Asia Pacific in the future.

MISSIONS MOMENT:
DUANE & DAWN 
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I apologize for the slow pace of this letter, but I’m typing it with only one hand. I had surgery last week to 
straighten out a long-term bent finger. That means guitar at the beach is on hold, but I’ve had many good 
sessions there already, including sharing the gospel with a couple people we serve with on the Volunteer Fire 
Department. Many people I talk to believe we can make it to heaven by our own goodness. We’d have to be 
as good as Jesus! I’m happy to share that through the cross we can be covered by His righteousness. There’s 
nothing I’d rather do on a summer evening than share this good news with people . . . not even drive a fire 
truck (which is pretty fun)!

Thank you to each of you who pray for us! God answers the prayers of His people!
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
NEW FALL CLASSES

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 101

Church Leadership 101 is a 1-year class taught by Pastor Patrick and other EBC leaders that begins on Sun-
day, September 11. This class will prepare someone to take on teaching and leadership roles here at EBC. The 
class includes lectures, outside reading, quizzes, and group discussion. Some classes will also involve hands-
on workshop-type participation. It will meet on Sundays at 9:00 AM in W202 starting on September 11.

EZRA / NEHEMIAH BIBLE STUDY

In these twelve studies, we will examine the events that led to the people [Israel] being allowed to return to 
their homeland and what took place during the first two waves of their return.  We will see how God raised 
up leaders among the exiles to not only champion the rebuilding efforts but also to protect the people from 
outside attack and turn them back to the worship of the Lord.  We will discover what it means to put God first 
and see that apart from the new covenant and the Messiah, none of us would be able to be righteous before 
the Lord. Through it all, we will learn some precious truths about the character of God, and we will see His 
great faithfulness in keeping His promises.  We will learn, in short, what it means to follow Him wholeheart-
edly, walk by faith, and remain committed to His Word. A study guide will be available ($10), and Tom Lynn 
will be our leader/instructor. It will meet on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in W101 starting on September 14.

1 PETER WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Ladies: join us as we spend time together in 1 Peter this fall! Our study will be based on the book Standing 
Firm in a World of Opportunity by Cas Monaco. If you were at the Ladies' Spring Event with Cas Monaco 
you received a copy of this book. We'll meet on Tuesdays at 2:00 PM in the Fireside Room starting on Sep-
tember 27. “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a people for God’s own possession that you may pro-
claim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness and into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9-10).

Sign up for these classes on the Church Center App or at the Connections Desk.

HEALING HEARTS

There is hope and healing for all women who live with a life-dominating sorrow, whether that sorrow in-
volves abortion, abuse, or some form of acute betrayal.  Healing Hearts is offering new groups this Fall.  For 
more information, pick up a Healing Hearts brochure at the Connections Desk and contact Teresa Rinker 
(206-300-5955).  All calls are confidential.
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SEPTEMBER
5:  OFFICE CLOSED: Labor Day
7:  Student Ministry Kickoff @ Clear Lake
9:  Sara Harnden Memorial Service
10:  Men's Event: Tailgate Saturday
11:  Argentina Team Send Off / Welcoming New Members
12:  GriefShare Begins
12–23: Argentina Missions Trip
14:  Family Dinner / Wednesday Nights Begin
15:  Side by Side Class Begins 
18:  Members’ Meeting
23–24: Hill Creek Yard Sale
25:  Greece Team Send Off / Night of Worship
27:  1 Peter Women's Bible Study Begins

OCTOBER
1–8: Greece Missions Trip
7–9:  Student Ministries' Disciple Now
9:  Baptism Class
15:  Men's Breakfast
16:  Baptisms / Parent/Child Dedications / Discover EBC / Discipleship Training
17:  Ladies' Coffee and Connect
26:  Student Ministry Masquerade
29:  Trunk or Treat

NOVEMBER
6:  Night of Worship
7:   Student Ministry Skate Night
11:  OFFICE CLOSED: Veteran's Day
12:  Titus 2 Ladies' Event
19:  Men's Breakfast
20:  Membership Class
24–25: OFFICE CLOSED: Thanksgiving

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
Negotiating with God
by Paul Tripp                 
Have you ever tried to bargain with God? Is there an ongoing negotiation right now in your spiritual life?

Perhaps you’ve never spoken these prayers aloud, but have there been similar silent dialogues like these?

“Lord, if you give me that job with the handsome pay increase, I will be incredibly generous with the extra 
income.”

“Father, if you allow us to win the bidding war on that dream house in our dream community, we’ll start an 
evangelistic Bible study for our neighbors.”

“Jesus, if you help me pass my driving test, I’ll serve you this summer by going on that missions trip that 
I’ve been on the fence about.”

Maybe your bargaining chips aren’t significant as a new house or a career change, but in the mundane cir-
cumstances of daily life, we’ll all be tempted to strike a deal with the sovereign Creator of the universe.

Some Christians have argued that there are bargains in Scripture in which God seems to have willingly par-
ticipated. One of the prime examples is Hannah.

“She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and said, “O Lord 
of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your servant and remember me and not forget Your ser-
vant, but will give to Your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor 
shall touch his head.” (1 Samuel 1:10-11, ESV)

At first glance, this does look like a bargain with God, 
and in fact, God did give Hannah a son. However, the 
story needs closer examination. Hannah has a conversa-
tion with Eli, the priest, “then the woman went her way 
and ate, and her face was no longer sad.” (v. 18)

If you are striking a bargain with God, it is only after 
you have received what you wanted that you experience 
positive emotions and celebrate getting what you wanted. 
Not so for Hannah. She is not waiting for the birth of her 
baby for joy and peace to return; she has it now.

Hannah’s prayer was not a negotiation with God to get 
her desire but an abandonment of her desire—yes, even a 
biblical one—for an even better one.

Rather than being consumed solely by her own purpose, she chooses to be captivated by God’s. Rather than 
attaching a happy life to the fulfillment of her own desires, she finds life in the success of God’s kingdom.

Perhaps there is no more crucial human thought process than, “If I had _________, then I would be happy.” 
Whatever fills in that blank will compete with the Lord for control of your heart, and whatever controls your 
heart will shape and direct your behavior.

_______________

God will never allow anything 

to compete with Him for the

rulership of our souls.

______________
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In the purest of jealousies, God will never allow anything to compete with Him for the rulership of our souls. 
Therefore, He refuses to participate in any bargain that would tempt us to search for life outside of Him.

He knows that unless we find our ultimate joy in Him, we will become hopelessly enslaved to things that can 
never deliver the happiness we think we are seeking. False messiahs always disappoint us, leaving us more 
despondent, bitter, and morally bankrupt.

Hannah is not negotiating with God for a son. Of course, she desires a son—a beautiful, biblical desire—but 
she is letting go of this desire to grab hold of and submit something infinitely better: God’s perfect, wise, and 
loving will for her life.

Don’t stop asking God to fulfill the desires of your heart, but also never stop asking God to expose whether 
these desires are horizontal and self-serving rather than vertical and God-honoring.

When your desires belong to the Lord, and you are fully content in Him, you can experience the best and 
brightest of lives, no matter how He answers your prayers.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Have you tried to strike a bargain with God in the past? What did you want from Him (or, in life), and 
what were you willing to give up to get it?

2. Did you end up getting what you desired in the end? Did you “follow through” on your end of “the 
bargain”? Did you actually think that God gave you the desire because you promised to do something in 
return for Him?

3. What do you want so strongly today that you are tempted to negotiate with God? Why do you want 
it with such passion? Are these passions vertical and God-honoring, or are there hints of horizontal, 
self-serving desires hidden?

4. How do you respond when you don’t get what you asked God for? When was the last time this happened? 
What did you ask for, and how did you respond when it didn’t come to fruition as you had initially 
hoped?

5. How has God, in His wise, perfect, loving, and sovereign will, planned your life better than you could 
have ever desired? Be specific. How should this shape your trust and confidence in Him for whatever 
comes your way in the future?

For more information about EBC’s Biblical Counseling Ministry, call 360-424-1173 or email Pastor Herb at 
herb@ebcmv.org.
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Worthy One

Lacy Hudson, Joel Sczebel, Pat Sczebel

Hear the thousands upon thousands roar in song.
Singing praises to the slaughtered Lamb of God.

He is worthy, He is worthy.

For His glory He has purchased us with blood.
All His people joined from every tribe and tongue.

He is worthy, He is worthy.

Jesus, the Lamb upon the throne, sing the triumph of our King.
Jesus, all praise to You alone, You’re the worthy, worthy One.

Come, Lord Jesus, how we long to see Your face.
When our mourning turns to songs of endless praise.

 You are worthy, You are worthy.
           

 All blessing, all honor, all glory might and strength.
 All power, dominion, to the Lamb for sinners slain.
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BODY LIFE
Deaths

Sara Harnden
August 3

Bill Ketcheside
August 6

Men's Ministry

SPECIAL EVENT:
Tailgate Saturday
September 10, 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Fireside Room
Guest Speaker: Mike Rohrbach. Mike played linebacker for the 
University of Washington Huskies under Coach Don James. As 
a Christian, Mike’s involvement with sports has given him a 
wonderful platform to serve the Lord. He is founder and direc-
tor of Run to Win, a sports-oriented outreach for Christ with a 
variety of ministries.

SPECIAL MEAL:
Serving a “Tailgate Special Burger,” including your choice 
of lettuce, onions, tomatoes, cheese, ketchup, mayo, mustard, 
along sides of potato salad, chili, soft drinks, and dessert.

SPECIAL PRICE:
No cost, so please invite your friends/neighbors! However, 
we do need you to SIGN-UP for a meal headcount, so do that 
NOW on the Church App!

SPECIAL GIVE-A-WAYS:
Since Mike played for the Huskies, you’ll have a chance to win UW gear, such as a baseball cap, a pull-over 
jacket, a hoody sweatshirt, a T-shirt, or a UW football helmet. 

SPECIAL NOTE:
This is our men’s fellowship event for the month of September—there will be no men’s breakfast on 9/17, so 
don’t miss this great time of fellowship and spiritual focus as we head into the Fall!  

SIGN UP TODAY HERE:
https://ebcmv.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1379265
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