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MEN'S MINISTRY

A heart-felt thank you to everyone on the men’s team who worked to make our “Tailgate Saturday” a resound-
ing success in September.  The fellowship was rich, and the food was exceptional.  About 70 men showed up 
for the event, and so each of you who were present to hear Mike Rohrbach deserve a big “thank you” as well.  I 
know many of you made connections with Mike and plan to stay in touch with him at “Run to Win.”

Mike spoke to the need for that special relationship with Jesus Christ that is so necessary for our lives now and 
for eternity.  But that relationship needs to be nourished, just like any other relationship we have.  Since I have 
been reading a lot of Randy Alcorn lately, I thought you might find his exhortation along those lines quite help-
ful:

“How sweet Your word is to my taste—sweeter than honey in my mouth.” (Psalm 119:103, HCSB)

“The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that 
they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His Presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the 
very God Himself in the core and center of their hearts.” —A. W. Tozer

George Müller (1805–1898), an Englishman who spent his life caring for thousands of orphans in the 1800s, 
suffered from bad health and the weight of stressful responsibilities. One day he wrote in his journal, “This 
morning I greatly dishonored the Lord by irritability manifested toward my dear wife.” He said he fell “on my 
knees before God, praising him for having given me such a wife.” Müller didn’t excuse his irritability. He knew 
his unhappiness and bad mood had displeased God and hurt his wife. He owned up to it. But he couldn’t elimi-
nate stress or periodic bad health. So what was his solution? He wrote, I saw more clearly than ever that the first 
great and primary business to which I ought to attend every day was, to have my soul happy in the Lord. The 
first thing to be concerned about was, not how much I might serve the Lord, but how I might get my soul into a 
happy state, and how my inner man might be nourished. . . . I saw that the most important thing I had to do was 
to give myself to the reading of the Word of God, and to meditation on it.

On another occasion Müller said, “In what way shall we attain to this settled happiness of soul? How shall we 
learn to enjoy God? . . . This happiness is to be obtained through the study of the holy Scriptures.” Our happi-
ness is proportionate to our investment in studying God’s Word. My conversion to Christ didn’t just make me a 
better person; it made me a happier person. As I’ve grown closer to Jesus, He has produced in me a deeper and 
greater happiness. Not because I’ve seen less evil and suffering—indeed, I’ve seen far more than I did when I 
was less happy.

My intellectual life and spiritual life aren’t on different tracks. They’re inseparable—Jesus said we’re to love the 
Lord our God with our hearts and our minds (see Matthew 22:37). Had I not taken time to go deep and ponder 
God and His truth and His ways, all the spiritual inclinations in the world wouldn’t have left me with a settled 
happiness. “As your words came to me I drank them in, and they filled my heart with joy and happiness because 
I belong to you, O Lord, the God who rules over all” (Jeremiah 15:16, NET).

There’s nothing wrong with things such as sports and politics and today’s news. But being an expert in those 
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areas doesn’t prepare us to live wisely, make Christ-centered decisions, lead our families through hard times, or 
prepare us to die well. Time in God’s Word does.

People are unhappy because they listen to the thousands of unhappy voices clamoring for attention. Joy comes 
from listening to and believing words of joy from the source of joy. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). When we follow Him, we’re happy. When we don’t, we’re 
not. Many Christian men would agree that they’re experts in business, hunting, fishing, football, or cars. What 
if they took even half their time devoted to political talk shows and hobbies and invested it in learning solid 
Bible doctrine through listening to the Bible and reading great Christian books? As many others do, they could 
converse theologically with as much knowledge and pleasure as they can about sports, hunting, fishing, cars, or 
politics.

We all talk about what we know best—what’s most important 
to us. That means we need to change what’s important to us by 
investing more time in it. How many men have frequent God-cen-
tered conversations today—with each other, their wives, and their 
children? How much pleasure and happiness are we depriving 
ourselves of by talking about everything except what matters 
most?

Calvin Miller (1936–2012) lamented, “Never have there been so 
many disciples who did so little studying. . . . Our day is plagued 
by hordes of miserable Christians whose pitiful study habits give 
them few victories and much frustration. Serious students will 
develop dynamic minds and a confident use of the gifts God has 
given to them.”

Scripture is joy-giving and liberating, not hostile and condemning. On the one hand, the law points out our 
unrighteousness, leading to our condemnation (see Romans 7:7). On the other hand, the life-giving aspect of the 
law caused David to happily celebrate it:
• I delight in your commands because I love them (Psalm 119:47, NIV).
• I deeply love your Law! I think about it all day (Psalm 119:97, CEV).
Charles Spurgeon said, “There is nothing in the Law of God that will rob you of happiness—it only denies you 
that which would cost you sorrow!” Only by learning what Scripture says about God can we know what’s true 
about Him—and experience the truth-based happiness that flows from Him.

Holy and awesome God, you alone are worthy of our time and attention. Thank you for the life-giving, happi-
ness-saturated gift of your Word! Help us realize what a treasure it is. May we not settle for anything less than 
daily seeking you through your Word and enjoying the happiness you’ve provided for us. - Randy Alcorn

Amen, Randy!  Don’t forget this month’s Men’s Breakfast on October 15.  I’ll lead a discussion on “How Do 
We Overcome Evil with Good.”  Our basic text will be Romans 12:14-21.
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Friendship House Update

We had a very successful launch of our Homeless ministry team involved in meal prepara-
tions and serving at the Friendship House.  To date, we have prepared and served twice, once 
in July and once in August and will be preparing and serving a meal on Saturday, September 
17th.  

The first meal we prepared and served was a spaghetti dinner, with garlic toast, salad and   
cookies for over 35 Friendship House residents and visitors. This included sending another 
20 meals that were packed and sent to Burlington’s First Step Center on Pease Road (which is 
administered and managed by Friendship House). 

We asked the Friendship House residents if there was anything they would really like to eat, 
and believe it our not, they asked for cheeseburgers and potato salad.  So the next team set 
out to serve cheeseburgers, potato salad, and fresh baked cookies!

This has been a great ministering opportunity for several of us where we have been able to 
visit, pray, and encourage people as they ate their meal or worked in the kitchen.   

MISSIONS MOMENT:
HOMELESS MINISTRY UPDATE
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Safe Parking Program

Beginning Friday August 19th, our church hosted (5) homeless people who are living in their 
vehicles for two weeks.  They arrived at 7:00 PM and left at 7:00 AM the very next morning.  
Our Safe Parking team had the opportunity to assist Sarah Vogt, Safe Parking Manager, to set 
up the area to accommodate our visitors with a canopy, table, coffee maker, and dried foods 
as well as a porta potty and hand washing station.  

Aside from daily visits from many of our volunteers, who would visit with them, we also, 
prepared two meals, as well as watched a video about Jesus. One night, one of our volunteers 
broke out his guitar and played for them which was a great ministering opportunity.  

Without giving details, these folks are all in different situations, but most are waiting for 
permanent low-income housing as they are on fixed incomes and/or receiving some benefits 
such as social security or disability.  We found that two of the visitors proclaim to be Chris-
tians, one in particular joined us for Sunday service and were at the All-Church Picnic. One 
big praise, is there are now five churches participating in these rotations, which means we 
will be having them with us every 8 weeks.  Please be praying that the Lord will use this time 
to be a witness and grant our team opportunities to share the gospel as some are not open to 
discussing at this time. 
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
DAVE & NANCY 

Greetings from the Wolfendens,

We trust this letter finds you well and enjoying God’s provision and blessing. It’s easy to get discouraged 
watching the news these days. The world seems to be struggling in so many ways. I hope you take comfort 
in the fact that God is in control and everything that is going on is ultimately serving his purpose. We have 
found that learning to trust God isn’t just one of the things we are supposed to learn while we are on this ran-
dom chaotic planet.  It is why we are on this random chaotic planet. Trusting God is a primary characteristic 
of those who are a part of His kingdom!

We've moved
We have moved to Daytona Beach , FL and are in the process of setting up permanent residence here. Please 
note our new address at the end of this letter. After 21 years of living in the Philippines it is a bit different for 
us to think of ourselves as permanent residents of the US and Florida but we are getting used to the idea and 
are enjoying our new city, friends and church. Our Wycliffe headquarters are a relatively short drive away in 
Orlando but since most of our work is done remotely, online we don’t go there often.

Publishing Scripture
As we mentioned in previous letters, my new role is in technology. More specifically, I am working in the 
area of digital publishing. This involves taking the scripture and linguistic data produced and developed in 
the Bible translation process and turning it into scripture and dictionary apps that can be downloaded to cell 
phones as well as published on the internet. Wycliffe usually publishes two types of cellphone apps for each 
Bible translation, a standalone version with Wycliffe as the publisher and a Youversion version to be used 
within the Youversion Bible app. If you would like to see the apps we are creating you can look in the Goo-
gle Play Store under Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc. or download the Youversion app and then select the 
language you want to see. It’s encouraging to see that many of these scripture apps have been downloaded 
thousands of times, which means God’s Word is getting into the hands of people all over the world.

Family News
Our kids are doing well and keeping busy. Noah, 
Calli and Keegan are all in the Virginia Beach 
area. Calli graduated from Regent University 
last year with a degree in English. She and Noah 
are working as online tutors in music and En-
glish.  Keegan is a sophomore at Regent Univer-
sity majoring in Film and Animation and playing 
on the university soccer team. Zach is living and 
working in Charlotte, NC.

God Bless! Dave & Nancy
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OCTOBER
1–8: Greece Missions Trip
7–9:  Student Ministries' Disciple Now
9:  Baptism Class
15:  Men's Breakfast
16:  Baptisms / Parent/Child Dedications / Discover EBC / Discipleship Training
17:  Ladies' Coffee and Connect
29:  Trunk or Treat

NOVEMBER
5:  GriefShare - Surviving the Holidays
6:  Night of Worship
7:   Student Ministry Skate Night
11:  OFFICE CLOSED: Veteran's Day
12:  Titus 2 Ladies' Event
16:  Student Ministries Turkey Bowl
19:  Men's Breakfast
20:  Membership Class
24–25: OFFICE CLOSED: Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
3:  Women's Christmas Celebration
11:  EBC Member's Meeting
14:  Student Ministries Christmas Party
17:  Connections Breakfast/Worship Ministry Christmas Party
18:  YAM Christmas Party
21:  Student Ministries Holly Bowl
24:  No Service Christmas Eve
25:  Christmas Day Church Service
26:  OFFICE CLOSED: Christmas
31:  New Year's Eve

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
GOD'S UNSEEN INTERVENTION
BY RANDY ALCORN                 
In our chaotic world, it is far too easy to focus on the evil around us and forget about God’s unfailing good-
ness to His children.  If you are looking for a helpful devotional that will help you maintain a grateful heart in 
the midst of perilous times, I would recommend that you take a look at 90 Days of God’s Goodness by Randy 
Alcorn.  The following is an excerpt from that devotional, entitled “God’s Unseen Intervention.”

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though 
she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever 
before me.” — Isaiah 49:15–16

Though I can’t prove it, I’m convinced God prevents far more evil than He allows. When His people are 
discouraged, God says that He can no more forget us and fail to have compassion than a mother could fail 
her own child. In fact, though some mothers have failed their children, God will never fail us. “See, I have 
engraved you on the palms of my hands.” What a powerful statement—by His own doing, we are permanent-
ly fixed on the very hands of God! And knowing us and loving us as He does, He often intervenes in ways we 
don’t always recognize.

On January 15, 2009, what should have brought certain death to pas-
sengers aboard US Airways Flight 1549, and catastrophe to Manhat-
tan, turned into what secular reporters labeled a “miracle.” The pilot, 
Chesley Sullenberger, safely landed a crippled plane in New York’s 
Hudson River, with no serious injuries.

While chunks of ice and busy ferries filled most of the river, the place 
where the plane came down remained clear of both ice and boats. It 
landed without breaking apart. Ferryboat captains rescued all 155 peo-
ple from the frigid river within minutes.

Though the miracle of Flight 1549 appears to be the exception, not the rule, isn’t it likely that a kind, 
all-powerful, and very compassionate God routinely prevents terrible tragedies in ways that we do not see 
and therefore do not credit as miracles? Perhaps one day we’ll hear those stories and marvel at how often 
God intervened when we imagined Him uninvolved in our world.

Focusing on God’s big miracles—like curing cancer and making brain tumors disappear—causes us to over-
look His “small” daily miracles of providence in which He holds the universe together, provides us with air 
to breathe and lungs to breathe it, food to eat and stomachs to digest it. Our birthright does not include pain-
free living. Only those who understand that this world languishes under the Curse will marvel at the beauties 
He provides us despite that Curse.

While the nature of faith is to trust God for what we do not see, we may base our trust in Him on many things 
we have seen—His Word, His creation, and how He has shown Himself in others, in our lives, and through-
out history. We are called to trust God even when right now we can’t see His purposes. God is good even 
when we can’t see it.

God already has proven His eternal love for us in Christ Jesus. May He give us eyes to see how He demon-

_______________

God is good even when 

we can’t see it!
______________
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strates that love every day in hundreds of ways, most of which we take for granted. Faith means believing 
that God is good and that even if we can’t see it today, one day we will look back and see clearly His good-
ness and kindness.

Lord, there’s so much to be grateful for. Thanks for watching over us. We have no basis for believing that we 
as fallen creatures deserve a better world, and every basis to believe we deserve a worse one. Yet in your 
grace, you have guaranteed in Christ that we will live in such a world forever. Our thanks don’t seem ade-
quate, but thank you nonetheless.

For more information about EBC’s Biblical Counseling Ministry, call 360-424-1173 or email Pastor Herb at 
herb@ebcmv.org.

EQUIPPING CLASSES

Three Reasons Why You Cannot Afford to Neglect Attending an Equipping Class at EBC…

1.  Equipping classes provide a golden opportunity for you to grow spiritually as a  
     man/woman in Christ because of the informal setting.

Each class offers Bible-based teaching in a context that encourages discussions, generates questions, and 
provides answers to practical matters of the Christian life.  The spiritual benefits of prioritizing an equipping 
class into your Sunday routine are immense!

2.  Equipping classes offer a place to nurture current friendships with your brothers 
      and sisters in Christ, as well as an opportunity to make new friends.  

The fellowship within equipping classes serves to deepen relationships.  The quick, superficial contacts that 
normally occur in the hallways of church and often during our corporate worship is replaced by more mean-
ingful interaction with others in our church body.

3.  Equipping classes give you a platform for an active role in the building up of the 
     body of Christ.

Equipping classes are the perfect place to invite new attenders, to help them feel “at home,” and get them 
plugged into the body life of Emmanuel.  Also, there are many ways to serve within equipping classes, and, 
hopefully, your heart is open to such service.  Truly, God can use you to encourage and edify other people on 
a personal level that is simply not possible elsewhere on Sunday mornings.

Equipping Classes meeting 9:00 to 10:15 each Sunday morning:
20s-30s:  Room W 102
40s-50s:  Room 1101
60s+:  Fireside Room
There is a class for you.  Come be a part of the fabric of fellowship!
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
The Everlasting Love of  God

Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, Matt Redman

How vast the everlasting love of God. 
How sure and faithful as the morning.

This love so great for us could never fail
Nor end, for it had no beginning.

How strong the Father’s beating heart for us.
What mercy runs to meet the sinner.

As rivers yearn to reach the lowest place,
His grace shall flow to me forever.

Oh, the everlasting love of God. It shall ever be my song.
So immense and free; more than life to me. The everlasting love of God.

How great and precious my Redeemer’s blood.
How pure the passion of the Savior.

My sins are drowned beneath this mighty flood.
My soul is swept away with wonder.
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ELDER UPDATE

At their meeting on Sept. 6, the Elders approved the hiring of Brayden Milliren
as Emmanuel Baptist Church’s communications director.

The new, part-time position was created as part of the 2022-23 budget.

Brayden’s job responsibilities include the following:
• Overseeing the creation of graphics for events and ministries and assuring those graphics 

are consistent with the design brand and overall mission of the church.
• Writing announcements for Sunday morning Worship Services.
• Overseeing the creation of announcement slides and sermon slides for the Sunday morning 

Worship Services.
• Creating the weekly Bulletins and Connections Cards.
• Overseeing the creation of posters, banners, fliers, invitation cards, etc. for EBC events.
• Overseeing the creation of ministry brochures as needed.
• Producing EBC’s monthly newsletter.
• Sending out weekly e-mail communications.
• Overseeing and updating EBC's social media accounts (currently Facebook and Insta-

gram), church app, and website.
• Assisting the pastors and ministry staff with ministry communication.

Board candidates

At their Sept. 13 meeting, the Elders approved three candidates for the Deacon Board and two 
for the Deaconess Board.

They also identified three potential candidates for the Elder Board. Dennis Weems, Josh 
Peterson, and Patrick Slyman were each assigned the task of contacting one of the approved 
candidates to gauge their interest in joining the board.

Looking Ahead

At their next meeting on Oct. 4, the Elders plan to evaluate the progress that’s been made on 
the first five goals established during their retreat in March of 2021:
1. Revamp the Equipping Hour classes.
2. Create a Culture of Discipleship.
3. Develop Elder unity.
4. Re-establish the “Dinner for Eight” ministry.
5. Develop a plan for turning EBC into a Biblical Counseling training center.
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