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ELDER UPDATE

During their two meetings in October, the Elders continued to evaluate the progress being made on the church’s 
five-year plan. The items reviewed included Equipping Classes, Biblical Counseling, Dinners for Eight, and 
Discipleship.

Equipping Classes
The age-specific Adult Equipping Classes (18-30s, 40-50s, and 60-plus) launched in the fall of 2021. The goal 
was to have 55 percent of the congregation involved in an Equipping Class in the first year.
As of September, participation was running at about 45 percent.
Pastor Herb said he’s hopeful that number can be increased through better promotion. He also planned to put out 
an anonymous survey to the congregation to determine why people are not attending the Equipping Hour, and 
how the classes might be improved.

Dinners for Eight
The Dinners for Eight program kicked off earlier this year. The goal set for the first year was to have 25 percent 
of the congregation taking part in the dinners. Jeff Rindal reported that the Elders’ initial goal was exceeded, 
with about 45 percent of the church’s members taking part in the first two rounds of dinners.

Biblical Counseling
The original goal established by the Elders was to turn Emmanuel Baptist Church into an Association of Bibli-
cal Counselors (ACBC)-certified training center within five years. The Elders felt that would be a good way to 
accomplish two objectives:
1. To have a process in place to guide prospective counselors through the ACBC certification process.
2. To develop and train enough counselors to make counseling services available to the community at large.
Kevin Brown was tasked with looking into what steps were required to become an ACBC training center.
After researching the requirements, Kevin reported back to the board that our two primary objectives likely 
could be accomplished without the cost and time commitments required to make Emmanuel an official ACBC 
training center.
The board assigned Pastor Herb, Pastor Tim, and Kevin to explore other options and report back to the board.

Discipleship
In striving to develop a culture of discipleship at EBC, the Elders identified several action steps to be taken. 
Pastor Patrick reported that a number of them have been accomplished, including:
• Discussing with key ministry leaders the need to develop a discipleship culture.
• Elders, Deacons, and key ministry leaders reading the book “Discipling” by Mark Devers.
• Elders, Deacons, and key ministry leaders taking part in a discipleship training seminar.
• Elders, Deacons, and key ministry leaders committing to discipling each other for two months.
• Elders, Deacons, and key ministry leaders reconvening to evaluate their two months of discipling and identi-

fy new discipling opportunities.
• Presenting the topic “A Culture of Discipleship” to the congregation as the 2022 church theme.
• Identifying a discipleship coordinator.
• Adding an “I want to be discipled” option to the Connection Card.
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Argentina - Karissa Blankenship

Argentina 2022 was an impactful trip for our EBC team, the Abisror family, and the people we got to connect 
with over there. We pray it has been impactful for you as well as you pray alongside us. We so appreciate the 
support, prayers, and love received from our family in Christ all along the way.

Bless. Our team was sent to serve our EBC outreach partners in Córdoba, Argentina for about a week and half 
in September. We did a project for Seminario Bíblico William Carey, where together we cleaned up a courtyard, 
painted rooms, and built bookshelves where students will borrow books and spend time studying. In addition, 
three team members taught workshops on biblical counseling topics (such as anxiety, depression, and suffering) 
at church plants.

Connect. We enjoyed connecting with the Argentine church in a variety of ways. We came two nights in a row 
to do biblical counseling workshops. Both nights we could see their hunger for the Word as many came, eagerly 
took notes and followed along in their bibles. They are quick to extend hospitality and friendship. 

Learn. We learned. So. Much. We learned about culture and religion in Argentina and what matters to the 
people there. Top priorities are relationships, futbol (soccer), and saving money (they have a bad economy). 
Catholicism abounds at least in outward symbols, but fewer and fewer seem to actually practice it. We learned 
about the work God is doing in Latin America. As biblical teaching touches God-prepared hearts, believers are 
drinking it in. People have come from miles away to Iglesia Bíblica Bautista Crecer to enjoy hearing from the 
word of God.

Greece - N.J. Tercero

On Saturday October 1st a team sent by EBC landed in Athens, Greece to spend a week visiting with and serv-
ing alongside a variety of ministries in the Athens area. Argyris and Dina Petrou are a pair of missionaries who 
EBC has been financially supporting for over ten years but who have not had as much of a personal relationship 
with the Church body. Part of the purpose therefore of this short-term mission was to establish one and to get an 
understanding of the state of ministry in the Athens metro area, looking for ways in which EBC’s global minis-
try can help support the work of the Gospel in the region.

EBC’s team in Athens spent time serving along side Community House Damaris, a shelter and recovery center 
for women and their children escaping or at high risk of sex trafficking. They also spent time fellowshipping and 
serving with a church plant called Breath of Life, in the neighborhood of Neos Kosmos, in the center of the city. 
In addition to this the team ministered with and visited Petalouda Community Education Center, an education 
center which is a branch of Hellenic Ministries, ministering to a Romani settlement on the outskirts of the city. 
The Romani are one of the most widely marginalized minority ethnic groups in Europe and the widespread lack 
of education and illiteracy in the community deeply restricts their opportunities social and economic. The team 
returned to the states on Sunday, October 9th after a fruitful week of fellowship and service. There are currently 
plans in the works to tentatively send another team back to Athens in September of 2024.

MISSION'S MOMENT:
ARGENTINA & GREECE RECAP
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Hello friends and family! I finally got around to writing you a real update! I hope this 
letter finds you all doing well. Life has been busy, as usual. We’ve been hard at work 
on getting to know our partners in ministry, Ron and Jean Paull better and trying to 
decide the who, what, where, when, why, and how of doing ministry here in the Copper 
Valley alongside them. It has been such a blessing to get to know them better! 

Winter is getting closer here in the Last Frontier! The leaves 
have fallen off the trees and the temperatures are slow-
ly dipping closer to freezing. Chad has been hard at work 
preparing for our long winter months ahead! He was able 
to get a good portion of our firewood cut and stacked, dug a 
trench for the heating system, got all the pipes in place for 
that and got a cement slab poured. Almost everything is in 
place to get that up and running! He sure is a hard-working 
husband! What a blessing to have him when you are living 
in a place with such harsh winters. We will be well prepared this year! 

On another note, We started our kids’ ministry back up 
at the beginning of September and Jean has been able 
to come up with some awesome activities to do with the 
kids! They are loving it! It has been a lot of fun. This 
month, we are planning a pumpkin carving party to do 
with the kids and this Saturday we are having an all 
church tea party. We are excited for the opportunity to 
spend time getting to know more of the people here! We 

also had the privilege of having my mom and Richard visit at the beginning of Septem-
ber and had lots of fun visiting Valdez, spending time playing games and relaxing, and 
even got to go to the zoo! The kids had a blast!

Chad has joined with another youth group in the area 
and is trying to encourage the youth here in Copper 
Center to go with him. He hasn’t had a lot of interest 
yet, but we are praying that this will open doors for 
building relationships and getting our own youth group 
started in the future. He has also been spending time 
with one of the guys in the village just trying to en-
courage him to go to Bible study with him and trying to 
build a relationship with him as well. 

MISSIONS MOMENT:
CHAD & ANDREA PETERSON IN ALASKA
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I have been continuing to try to reach out to a couple of 
the young moms and just encourage them and build a 
relationship with them. One of them has asked me to go 
to Bible study with her once a month, which is exciting 
and encouraging! Also our kiddos started Kindergarten on 
September 6th and while it has been a struggle, they have 
been progressing nicely. They have both learned all of 
their letters and letter sounds, the difference between vow-

els and consonants, how letters form words, and are beginning to read simple words by 
sounding them out. They can both count to 20 and recognize all of their numbers up 
through 20 and are beginning to learn how to count to 30. We will be starting addition 
and subtraction soon! Writing has been a challenge, but I’ve figured out creative ways 
to get them interested and they are doing pretty well! Matthew struggles still because of 
his difficulties with change, transitions, and being easily 
distracted so I am going to be looking into either some 
special education help as well as maybe some occupa-
tional therapy for him. We have started going to Sparkies 
and the local homeschool coop, which has been fun. 
David has picked up a few new words, but still struggles 
to learn how to talk. We are working on coming up with 
a plan for how to help him with his difficulties and will 
keep you all in the loop as things unfold.

We really appreciate your support and encouragement as we continue to minister to the 
Kluti Kaah community. We ask that you continue to pray specifically:
• For wisdom in how to best help David as well as Matthew with their learning dif-
ficulties
• Wisdom in how to best minister to the hearts of the people we are trying to reach
• Our own children’s Salvation
• Upcoming events and opportunities for building relationships

Thank you and God Bless and keep you all! Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any 
prayer requests you might have. We would love to be praying for you as well!

Love in Christ!

Chad, Andrea, Matthew, Zoey, and David
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
TRUNK OR TREAT RECAP
Last Saturday God provided us with a beautiful day 
for EBC to hold its second annual Trunk or Treat 
Outreach event.  It was another huge success hav-
ing over 800 children who visited our wonderfully 
decorated vehicles as well as the many activities 
made available to them while being entertained 
with live music being greeted by Pastor Tim and 
Fernando Villanueva in Spanish and two fabulous 
gospel presentations shared by Pastor Patrick and 
Fernando delivered both English and in Spanish.  

This included serving almost 900 hot dogs, providing bags and bags of popcorn and who knows how 
much cotton candy was given, but the line never ended the entire event.  We also had tables for face 
painting, pumpkin decorating and our EBC booth manned by our very own Pastor Nathan.  Some 
new things we added was live music performed by a band, with two of our EBC members, named 
5th and French who played a wonderful selection of Christian Songs for all ages. Last, we had an-
other fun activity of two Balloon Artists (Wes and Jim) who were making balloon animals for a full 
three hours.  

We want to give a huge thank you to 
our EBC family for the support given 
for making this event an enormous 
success.  This includes the Lanting’s 
for pumpkin donations, our volun-
teers responsible for event set up, 
food services, decorations and car 
decorations, security, sound folks for 
Emceeing and giving the gospel as 
well as those who joyfully greeted, 
painted faces and helped decorate 
pumpkins. We also want thank you 
for the generous outpour of candy 

and gift card donations, which enabled us to keep our 18 decorated cars well supplied throughout the 
event and allowed us to raffle give aways.  As you know, we virtually had rain in the forecast almost 
up to the day prior to this event and want to thank our prayer warriors who lifted up this event in 
prayers including dry weather.  I know the Lord is faithful and He delivered again.  Praise and glory 
to our Lord and God.

In His name,
Trunk or Treat Organizers; Luis J Pimentel, Riley Scott, Rudy Swirtz, Jake Tercero, Scott Taylor



NOVEMBER 2022 | VOLUME NO. 27

7

NOVEMBER
5:  GriefShare - Surviving the Holidays
6:  Night of Worship - Dessert Potluck
7:   Youth Group Skate Night
11:  OFFICE CLOSED: Veteran's Day
12:  Titus 2 Holiday Hospitality Workshop
16:  Youth Group Turkey Bowl
19:  Men's Breakfast / Creation Seminar / JJ Cleaning Service Project
20:  Membership Class
24–25: OFFICE CLOSED: Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
2:  Awana T&T Girls Christmas Craft Party
3:  Women's Christmas Celebration
10:  Dave Thompson's Memorial
11:  EBC Member's Meeting
14:  Youth Group Christmas Party
18:  YAM Christmas Party
21:  Youth Group Holly Bowl
24:  No Service Christmas Eve
25:  Christmas Day Church Service - Kids in Service
26:  OFFICE CLOSED: Christmas

JANUARY
2:  OFFICE CLOSED: New Year's Day
4:  Youth Group New Year's Party
14:  Awana Pit Party
15:  Discipleship Training
16:  OFFICE CLOSED: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
21:  Men's Breakfast
22:  Baptism Class / Discover EBC
29:  Night of Worship / Baptism / Child Dedication

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING
BY JAMES D’SOUZA                 
 Jesus said not to worry about tomorrow, because today has enough trouble of its own (Matthew 6:34). 
We can infer from this statement that each day has plenty of trouble! For this reason, counselors need to be 
prepared to help counselees handle their daily troubles in a way that glorifies God. 
 Biblical concern is an appropriate response to our daily troubles. Paul and Timothy had this type of 
concern for the churches (2 Corinthians 11:28; Philippians 2:19-20). The ditches on either side of biblical con-
cern are apathy and anxiety. When we stray from biblical concern, we do so either in the direction of ceasing 
to be concerned at all (apathy) or being concerned in an inordinate way (anxiety). In this article, I would like 
to focus on exploring how Philippians 4:6-7 equips counselors to help those who are veering into the ditch of 
anxiety. 

Be Anxious for Nothing 
 Paul has experienced no shortage of daily troubles at the time he composes his letter to the Philippian 
church. He writes as a prisoner, suffering persecution as a minister of the gospel. It is from this trouble-ridden 
vantage point that Paul unreservedly delivers the command for these believers to be anxious for nothing. With 
this imperative, Paul essentially strips away their every excuse for being anxious. He does not just tell them to 
generally refrain from being anxious. He tells them to be anxious for nothing. Not one thing. 

But in Everything by Prayer and Petition 
 Paul follows the initial imperative with a contrastive conjunction to signify what the saints at Philip-
pi ought to do in contrast to being anxious. Whereas anxiety is appropriate for nothing, Paul stresses that its 
replacement is appropriate for everything. That “something” which is appropriate for everything is prayer. 
For quite some time, I had thought of this passage as a text to turn to when we are tempted to be anxious. But 
the more I have studied it, the more I have become convinced that its deeper lesson is that we should be pray-
ing about everything. Pray about everything so that you can be anxious for nothing. 

With Thanksgiving 
 Our prayers should be marked by thanksgiving. We easily forget the multitude of reasons we should 
be thankful for, especially in moments of trouble. Paul’s prayers in his epistles, by contrast, are consistently 
infused with thanksgiving to God. It matters not whether he is a free man or a prisoner. His gratitude is not 
contingent upon his circumstances. 
 When you develop a habit of consistently thanking God in prayer for who He is, what He has done, and 
what He has promised to do, you will place your troubles in their appropriate context and see them in proper 
proportion. Troubled as you may be, you have nevertheless been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ while you deserve every spiritual cursing in the heavenly places for sinning against 
an infinitely holy God (Ephesians 1:3). You come to realize that every one of your troubles has an expiration 
date, while your new life in Christ has none! What mercy and grace! Though your troubles may be weighty, 
they are not worthy to be compared with the weight of eternal glory Christ has secured for you (Romans 8:18)! 

Make Your Requests Known to God 
 The actual imperative that Paul issues to the Philippian saints concerning prayer is to make their re-
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quests known to God. Making our requests known to God in everything will lead us to constantly acknowledge 
our dependence on God and remind us over and over that God is in control of everything. Praying about every-
thing keeps anxiety from having a seat at the table by filling all the seats with the reassurance that God knows 
what’s going on, He is in control, and He will act to accomplish what is glorifying to Him and good for His 
people. 
 The transition from being gripped with anxiety to bringing everything to God in prayer can take time. 
Therefore, be patient as you provide counsel to those gripped with anxiety. The imperatives to be anxious for 
nothing and to make one’s requests known to God in everything are both in the present tense, emphasizing the 
need for continuous action. Urge the anxious to keep repenting from their anxiety by turning to prayer as an 
expression of faith in the Lord. 
 Encourage those struggling with anxiety to leverage moments of temptation by turning those situations 
into opportunities for obedience. When they experience anxious thoughts flooding into their minds in a seem-
ingly uncontrollable manner, I encourage them to turn those thoughts into prayers. Rather than talking with 
themselves about their troubles (which is basically what we are doing when we repeatedly mull them over in 
our minds), they should talk to God about them. Give God thanks and make requests regarding your concerns 
known to Him. 

And the Peace of God Which Surpasses All Comprehension 
 The experience of anxiety is anything but peaceful. We have certain outcomes we desire, and we fret 
over how we might find some way to control the situation to ensure those outcomes. When we bring everything 
to God in prayer, however, we approach the One who knows the very best outcomes according to His manifold 
wisdom, and He is rightfully in control of all things and will bring about what He deems best. And what He 
deems best, truly is best. 
 O what peace we often forfeit,
 O what needless pain we bear,
 All because we do not carry,
 Everything to God in prayer. 

Will Guard Your Hearts and Your Minds in Christ Jesus 
 This peace of God is His provision to guard our hearts and minds from giving into the temptation to be 
anxious. But this is only true for those who are in Christ. Christ is the only Mediator between God and men (1 
Timothy 2:5). Only those who by faith are reconciled to God through Jesus Christ and no longer at enmity with 
God can experience this peace in their soul. 

The Anxious Need Christ 
 Jesus is the ultimate answer to our struggle with the sin of anxiety. He lived a perfect life on behalf of 
His people, never doubting His Father (1 Peter 2:23) nor asserting His human will over the will of His Father 
(Luke 22:42). He died to pay the penalty for our inordinate concerns, our doubting of God, our obsession with 
getting the outcomes we want, and our desire for control. He rose from the grave, demonstrating that He de-
feated death for those who trust in Him. And He ascended to the right hand of the Father so that He could send 
the Spirit of God to strengthen believers as they wage war against their fleshly impulses to be anxious. Augus-
tine acknowledged in one of his prayers to the Lord: “You made us for Yourself and our hearts find no peace 
until they rest in You.” Though each day in this fallen world may have plenty of trouble, believers can find 
peace in the midst of it as we learn to prayerfully rest in Jesus Christ. 
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
Praise His Name (Psalm 148)

Marc Willerton, Nathan Stiff

Reaches of heavens, starry heights,
Lights of the evening, dancing in silent skies,

Brilliance of morning, breaking day,
O let them praise Him, praise His name.

O praise His name, O praise His name,
Let all His wondrous works declare His praise!

Mightiest mountains, peaceful plains,
Snowfall and fire, thundering ocean waves,

Kings and their kingdoms, age to age,
O let them praise Him, praise His name.

King enthroned in majesty, all things made by His decree,
Hear creation’s melody, Praise Him! Praise Him!

Ev’rything with life and breath, ev’rywhere from east to west,
Ev’ry heart raised from the dead, Praise Him! Praise Him!
Angels echo the refrain, “Jesus, Lamb for sinners slain!”

Name above all other names, Praise Him!
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BODY LIFE

Death's

Angeline "Angie" Fox
October 28

David Thompson, age 72, passed into heaven on Sunday morning October 30, follow-
ing a week-long struggle with severe heart disease. Dave, and his wife Janie were long-
time EBC members, joining in 1997.

Dave loved people and had the spiritual gift of service. He quietly met needs all over 
the valley leaving his handprints on both large and small projects. For many years 
Dave served the little ones in Emmanuel’s toddler nursery. He answered the call when 
the Bow volunteer fire department was summoned and he served on the EBC security 
team. On Wednesday nights his security presence was reassuring to adults and Awana 
children alike.

The memorial service for Dave Thompson will be held on Saturday, December 10.

Men's Ministry

The next men’s breakfast is on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19.  This is a special breakfast in that we are 
partnering with Craig Olson and the Creation 
Seminar that same day.  The seminar is scheduled 
from 8-Noon, but the first 45 minutes involves 
a breakfast fellowship.  Craig will briefly share 
with those at the breakfast, but we will not have a 
full program, because the teaching at the seminar 
will start immediately after breakfast.

Our menu will include breakfast burritos (build your own), but since the entire church 
is invited, it is necessary for everyone who plans to attend sign up, either on the church 
app or connection card.  Our men’s team have some wonderful chefs on board, but 
none of them are magicians—they need a headcount!

Hope all can attend—it a chance for “regular” attenders to the breakfast to enjoy the 
company of others, including (hopefully) students from the youth ministry.  See you 
there!  (And don’t forget to sign up!)
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