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MEN'S MINISTRY

As we move into a new year, there is a lot of talk about “success” in 2023.  A common defini-
tion of “success” is “an ambition realized.”  Certainly, this is an appropriate use of the term for 
all Christian men.  That is, if they have the right ambition.

For us, success means realizing the ambition of pleasing the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was Paul’s 
ambition, and the ambition he reiterates for all Christians.  “Therefore, we also have as our am-
bition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him” (2 Cor. 5:9). 

“Pleasing Him” is the pinnacle of Christian aspiration and ambition.  In 2 Corinthians 5:9, Paul 
speaks of the contrast between two current states for followers of Christ.  “Whether at home or 
absent” means here on earth or up in heaven.  Whether here or there, Christian ambition remains 
the same.  That ambition is to please the Lord.

In other words, our ambition now should be the same as we will hold in heaven.  Our eternal 
purpose begins here and now; it’s not something we put off until later.  From the moment you 
become a follower of Jesus, your highest and best ambition is to please Him in everything, and 
that translates into specific actions on our part.  Pleasing Him takes us from the hypothetical 
“What would Jesus do?” to a real, non-hypothetical question in the present tense:  “What does 
Jesus want me to do?”

The Greek word translated as “ambition” refers to an overarching theme that constantly resets 
every priority in its favor.  The overarching priority of a Christ-following man should be to 
please the Lord in all his priorities in life.  Furthermore, that ambition is infinitely more satisfy-
ing than following a list of “do’s and don’ts.”  It is a relationship with the living Christ.

Jesus modeled this for us.  In John 6:38, He said, “For I have come down from heaven, not to 
do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  That is our example. Jesus came to seek 
and save the lost, because it was the will of His Father.  He lived to please the Father.  It mo-
tivated all His actions.  Jesus is a picture of what true “success” is for us---pleasing God in all 
ways.

As Christian men in 2023, we want to unite and encourage one another to fulfill this ambition. 
Clearly, God has called each of us to this generation to fulfill His purposes.  In Acts 13:36-37, 
we read,  “For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, 
and was laid among his fathers, and underwent decay; but He whom God raised did not undergo 
decay.”  God had a specific purpose for David in his generation.  David died after he served that 
purpose.  Likewise, God has a purpose for you and me in our generation.  Are we willing to be 
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used for God’s purpose in the context of our lives, i.e., the place where God has placed us?

May 2023 be a year of “success” for all the men attending EBC Real success, as noted, means 
living for the pleasure of God.  If we live for God’s pleasure, it will manifest itself in our words, 
attitudes, and actions.  We will serve the purpose of God in our generation.

The EBC Men’s Ministry Team is undergoing changes that are designed to help all men of our 
church achieve such success.  These changes will be evident immediately in the new year.  Be-
ginning in 2023, we are moving away from the standard men’s breakfasts that have existed 
many years at Emmanuel, and we are moving toward focusing on specific events.  These events 
will be designed to deepen our walk in Christ and bring clarity to our calling in Him within our 
roles as Christian men, as well as to have some enjoyable time of fellowship together.  I encour-
age all men of EBC to make it part of their ambition to take part in upcoming men’s events, for 
their own personal growth as well as to be used in the lives of others.

In Him,
Pastor Herb
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It has been a busy past few months for Women’s Ministry!   We started and completed our 
Fall Bible study in 1 Peter and were challenged to holy living, to submit to the Lord, to love 
fervently, and to stand firm in our faith. It was a praiseworthy and convicting study!

Next, we brought the opportunity to share the Gospel and the Christmas Child, Jesus Christ, 
with children around the globe through Operation Christmas Child, a ministry of Samaritan 
Ministries. We were so blessed by how EBC provided for this ministry! We delivered over 
100 shoe boxes full of Christmas love to the regional distribution center where they will be 
shipped around the globe to children, some of whom will be hearing the Gospel for the first 
time when they receive their shoebox! Please join us in praying for this ministry and each 
child who will receive a shoebox. 

95 of you women joined us in November for a Titus Two Holiday Hospitality Workshop! If 
you have ever wondered what the fireside room looks like with 95 women in it, it is almost 
overflowing!  What a fun, cozy day we had as we worshipped our Lord together and shared 
about Christian Hospitality with workshops and encouragement on actual hospitality & in-
viting people into your home, building a charcuterie board, keeping a budget, cleaning your 
home, propagating plants for gift giving, creating an inviting front porch, and making & dec-
orating holiday sugar cookies! 

This workshop was followed up 3 weeks later with our Ladies 
Christmas Celebration, where our focus shifted from the exter-
nal preparations for the holidays and hospitality, to the internal 
preparing of our hearts for the Advent season.  125 of us women 
were encouraged by our dear Teresa Rinker, to practice the art 
and discipline of S L O W-ing down during the often frantic pace 
that typically accompanies the Christmas season and really mak-
ing time to reflect on the Goodness of God and His glorious gift 
to us in the birth of Jesus Christ.  To make time to worship and 
adore Him. Our prayer for all of the women here is that they will 
take heed of this encouragement and that this would be our most 
peaceful and joyful Christmas season yet!

Lastly, Women’s Ministry once again partnered with the Local GO Team to provide “Christ-
mas” for 6 local families in need, through Centennial Elementary. Each of the Sunday Morn-
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ing Equipping classes adopted families and provided necessities, such as basic clothing items, 
as well a few desired/Christmas wish items for the children of these families.  This is an 
amazing “ministry” that Centennial Elementary has provided for the least fortunate of their 
students and their families for many years, through their wonderful faculty and staff, and we 
here at EBC are blessed to be able to partner with them in this endeavor, and to even be al-
lowed to provide Bibles with our gifts. 

Women’s Ministries wants to extend our deepest gratitude to all who have joined us in these 
giving opportunities, to those who have shared in the encouragement and fellowship of the 
Lord alongside us through attending Bible Study and our Ladies events, and most importantly 
to those who served alongside us to make all of these opportunities to grow together in the 
Lord happen. 

Worshiping and Adoring Him with you,
Buffi and Regina
Co-Directors, Women’s Minstry
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JANUARY  

 1  No Equipping Classes

 2  OFFICE CLOSED-New Year's Day/GriefShare Starts

 4  Youth New Year's Party/Pizza Night

 14  Awana Pit Party

 16  OFFICE CLOSED-MLK JR Day

 19-31  India Teaching Trip

 22  Baptism Class/Discover EBC

 26-28  Debate Tournament

 29  Baptism/Child Dedication

FEBRUARY  

 2-'5  Youth Winter Camp

 11  Titus 2

 12  Membership Class 

 12-'17  ACBC Conference-online

 15'  Grand Prix

 20  OFFICE CLOSED-President's Day

 26  Welcome New Members/Worship Ministry Fellowship

MARCH  

 3-'5  YAM Retreat

 8-'10  Shepherd's Conference-In House

 11  Titus 2

 13  Youth Riverstone Climbing

 18  Men's Conference/Awana Girls Tea

UPCOMING
EBC EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER:
As 2022 fades into 2023, many of us can look back on this past year as one that brought 
unexpected trials, perhaps some kind physical or emotional suffering, across our paths.  And, 
although we know better than to lose sight of God’s love for us, there is a real temptation 
at times for us to become weary of our circumstances, fall into a mode of self-pity, or even 
become bitter toward the Lord.  We might hide such feelings from many of those around us, 
but its possible for them take root deep inside our hearts.  There is much evil and injustice in 
this fallen world in which we live, but we must never allow that reality to replace the greater 
reality of God’s loving care that rests upon us, even in the most direly perceived situations. 

We have just celebrated the birth of Christ, and, of course, 
that includes everything His birth means to the person who 
comes to Him in faith.  A good way for us to enter this new 
year is to maintain our focus on the price Jesus paid for us 
as part of His coming, remembering especially the wounds, 
injustice, and suffering He endured on our behalf.  Nothing 
says “love” more than that.

It’s so easy for us to focus on our cancer, arthritis, fibromyalgia, diabetes, disability, or mis-
treatment, rather than on His wounds and outstretched arms toward us in love.  For example, 
if we focus on and rehearse the tragic death of a loved one throughout our days, we can easily 
begin to interpret all of life through the darkness of our own suffering, rather than His.  How 
much better when we focus on Jesus!

The writer of Hebrews reminds us of this very thing in 12:1-3:

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against 
Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

However great our suffering, His was far greater. If you tempted to feel anger or disappoint-
ment toward God, ask yourself, “what price would you have Him pay for His failure to do 
more for you?” No matter how bitter a person might feel toward God, could anyone come up 
with a punishment worse than what God chose to inflict upon Himself?

_______________

Nothing says "love" 

more than Jesus 
______________
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In his book, The Reason for God, Tim Keller writes the following:

If we again ask the question:  “Why does God allow evil and suffering to continue?” and 
we look at the cross of Jesus, we still do not know what the answer is.  However, we know 
what the answer isn’t.  It can’t be that He doesn’t love us.  It can’t be that He is indifferent or 
detached from our condition.  God takes our misery and suffering so seriously that He was 
willing to take it upon Himself….So, if we embrace the Christian teaching that Jesus is God 
and that He went to the Cross, then we have deep consolation and strength to face the brutal 
realities of life on earth. 

If you struggle with understanding God’s love for us in the face of the evil and suffering in 
this fallen world, then I recommend that you read Randy Alcorn’s The Goodness of God.  The 
chapters are short and deal with many specific questions about this deep subject.  It makes for 
a great study.

As Alcorn says, “If you know Jesus, then the hand holding yours bears the calluses of a car-
penter who worked with wood and carried a cross for you.  When He opens His hand, you see 
the gnarled flesh of the nail scars on his wrists.  And when you think He doesn’t understand 
your pain, realize that you don’t understand the extent of His pain.  Love Him or not, He has 
proven He loves you.”

So, let us enter into 2023 with a focus that truly reflects our position in Christ when it comes 
to unexpected trials that may come our way.  In our most troubled moments, we may cry out 
to God, “Why have you let this happen?” At that time, may we picture the outstretched hands 
of Jesus, forever scarred because of His unending love for us.  And, in so doing, may we nev-
er forget that those are not the hands of a God who does not care…or has abandoned us!

In Him,
Pastor Herb
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SONG OF THE MONTH: 
My Soul Will Wait

Keaton Bunting, Bob Kauflin

When the enemy surrounds and my heart grows faint within,
When the darkness overwhelms and my fears are pressing in,

I will trust in You, O Lord, in the silence I will wait,
I will stand upon Your Word.

You’re my solid rock and my salvation,
My steadfast hope that won’t be shaken,

My soul will wait, my soul will wait for You.
You’re my comfort when I feel forsaken,

My refuge and my sure foundation,
My soul will wait, my soul will wait for You.

You’re my stronghold and my shield, in the midst of ev’ry threat,
Though the wicked never yield they will vanish like a breath,
Yes, I know the outcome’s sure, Satan’s evil plans will fail,

In Your power I’m secure.

This is love I can’t explain, this is mercy unreserved,
Through Your sacrifice so great I have peace that’s undeserved,

For the battle has been won, And I fear no shame or loss,
Now the sting of death is gone.

Pouring out our hearts before You, we will trust in You.
Perfect Savior, strong Defender, we will trust in You.



JANUARY 2023 | VOLUME NO. 29

11

ELDER UPDATE
After serving on the EBC Elder Board for nine years, Dave Riley stepped down in December.

Although Dave, a physician, retired from his medical practice a couple of years ago, he said 
his life has been as busy as ever, and he wants to put more focus on his family, starting with his 
wife, Geri. “Ever since I’ve known Geri, I’ve been in med school, residency or working long 
hours,” Dave said. He also has five adult children and seven grandchildren to keep tabs on. “I 
don’t know too many people who get to the end of their lives and say they spent too much time 
with their grandchildren,” Dave said. In addition to keeping up with a growing extended family, 
Dave and Geri plan to travel, starting with a trip to visit their daughter, Elizabeth, who is work-
ing with Syrian refugees in the Middle East.

Elder Board chairman Kevin Brown said Dave’s presence on the board will be missed. “Dave 
was never afraid to challenge the status quo or question the majority opinion,” Kevin said. 
“That kind of voice is extremely valuable.”

During Dave’s time on the Elder Board, he was involved with numerous impactful decisions, 
including the hiring of three pastors – Patrick, Nathan, and Tim – and more recently, the launch-
ing of the new discipleship program. “I think the discipleship thing is pretty important,” Dave 
said. “Getting people together is a good thing.”

Although he no longer holds the title of “Elder,” Dave said he plans to remain involved in disci-
pleship, the weekly men’s prayer group and probably “will continue to visit some of the people 
on my shepherding group.”

What will he miss about being an Elder? The retreats, for one thing, but also the regular month-
ly meetings, even though they can sometimes run a bit long. “There is a lot of spiritual learning 
that goes on there,” Dave said. “We go from topic to topic. Our pastors are top-notch, they are 
always doing something interesting.”

Dave’s departure leaves the Elder Board with 10 members – Kevin Brown, Jeff Rindal, Jerry 
Lanting, Josh Peterson, Luke Boswell, Dennis Weems, Patrick Slyman, Nathan Fogde, Herb 
Geeslin and Tim Drumm.

The board hopes to add 2-3 members in the coming months. At the Members Meeting on Dec. 
11, Kevin noted that three candidates were in the vetting process.
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