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ELDER UPDATE
The history of  Emmanuel Baptist Church has come alive over the past few months thanks to the efforts 
of  our in-house historian, Sandi Dooling, and her husband, Robin. The Doolings have remodeled the 
display case in the Chapel Foyer, which is now being used to give a glimpse into the 130-year history of  
EBC.

Sandi has a master’s degree in history from the University of  Texas-Permian Basin and has worked as a 
curator at museums in Texas and California.

Her first exhibit at EBC was entitled “Christmas at Emmanuel Baptist Church” and included photos and 
artifacts showing how the church celebrated Christ’s birth through the years. The current display includes 
a copy of  the church’s certificate of  incorporation, which was issued by the state in 1901; a Swedish Bible; 
and one of  the oldest items Sandi has unearthed: a church ledger with baptisms that were recorded in the 
early 1890s.

Sandi also has arranged to put the church’s two oldest Bibles – both in Swedish and both dating back to 
the 19th century – on display in the library. Robin, a talented woodworker, has built two book cradles to 
hold the Bibles and is in the process of  constructing plexiglass covers.

Sandi plans to rotate the exhibits in the display case every few months. Next up will be a display entitled 
“130 Years in Skagit County,” which will use maps, photos, record books, and other artifacts to show the 
various locations of  the church over the years.

Looking ahead, Sandi would like to get the congregation involved in the project. Here are ways we can all 
help:

• Oral history helpers to identify and interview long-time church folks.
• Current contact information for former EBC-supported missionaries.
• People who can assist with digitizing slides and photographs.
• People who can help identify and organize photographs.
• People who are interested in helping with the exhibits.

Members of  the congregation also can help by sharing any church-related artifacts they may have, includ-
ing photos, brochures, posters, etc. These could include photos of  weddings and celebrations that took 
place at EBC; photos and materials from Sunday School, VBS and AWANA; and any photos, programs or 
props from music and drama presentations.

Small, flat items, such as pictures, should be put together in an envelope containing contact information 
from the lender and any photo identification (people, events, dates). Larger items should have the same 
information attached. They can be dropped off  at the church office.

If  you would like to help, you can contact Sandi at 805-501-4228 or sandi.dooling@gmail.com.
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5 Things Missionary Kids Want You to Know1

by Rebecca VanDoodewaard

     Some years ago, my family had the opportunity to visit an elderly woman who was the child of  mis-
sionaries. She had grown up in an India that no longer exists—under British control, before partition, 
where she raised a black panther cub until it was bigger than she was and her mother made her give it to 
a zoo.
     But the most surprising thing came as she told us about being dropped off  at boarding school. “It was 
the saddest day of  my life,” she said. “I have buried a beloved husband, but the day that my father left me 
at school was the saddest day of  my life.”
     Hearing that made me realize I didn’t really understand missionary kids (MKs)—or, as they are often 
called, “third-culture kids.” I was familiar with missions, hosted missionary families, and corresponded 
with MKs, but this woman’s honesty showed a hidden reality. To better understand missionary kids and 
how to love them well, I asked five MKs about their experiences. Here are five things they want you to 
know.

1. Missionary kids are under pressure.
     Sometimes pressures come with a new language and culture or from seeing parents under stress. 
Pressure can be physical hardship. “Sickness, danger, and having to do things I was afraid of  on a regular 
basis in Haiti made me acutely aware that God uses our suffering for good,” said Emma.
     Sadly, pressure can also come from supporters. “Being asked if  I had lots of  Haitian friends made me 
feel as though I was not doing a good enough job as a missionary kid,” Emma continued. Caleb observed 
that people often make assumptions about MKs: “I wish people would understand MKs as humans and as 
newcomers, people who need to be welcomed, who are proud of  where they come from, who have proba-
bly been hurt and who also desperately need Jesus.”

2. Missionary kids love their host countries and grieve when they leave.
     The missionary kids I talked with emphasized their love for their host cultures. Adventures in another 
place can be incredibly beautiful. “Some people get to hear missionary stories,” Joshua wrote. “As an MK, 
I got to LIVE them!” Languages, food, natural surroundings, and the global church are some things MKs 
love about their passport countries.
     But deep love for a place has its cost. “Coming back to the U.S. was incredibly hard,” is a common 
sentiment. When children land back in their culture of  origin, they’ve lost something precious. “I wish 
people understood how important growing up in a different country is to an MK’s identity,” said Betsy, 
who was born and raised in the Philippines. “It will always be part of  who they are. When people under-
stand this, it means so much.” Understanding what MKs have lost helps us understand them.

3. Missionary kids feel ‘different.’
     Feeling out of  place is universal for missionary kids. “Even sometimes now, I wish that I looked Asian,” 
Betsy said. Joshua wrote, “In Estonia, I was the foreigner. . . . In the USA my cousins called me ‘the Eu-
1 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/missionary-kids-want-you-know/

MISSIONS MOMENT
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ropean.’” Things like different tastes in entertainment, clothes, and food can be disorienting. America can 
feel shallow and lonely.
     For Adrian, “Cultural dislocation and desire to ‘fit in’ led to a very strong people-pleasing temptation.” 
He said Scripture passages about “a need for a rooted, gospel identity (Gal. 2:20), were very meaningful.” 
Caleb wrote that loneliness made him “depend a great deal on Jesus—as the friend who never leaves.” 
Being OK with differences and pointing again to our welcoming Savior is part of  loving MKs.

4. Missionary kids need time to adjust.
     Perhaps this is especially true for relationships. Missionary kids have often been burned relationally: 
people want things from them but aren’t always interested in them. They tend to be very close with their 
siblings. “I trust very few people as much as I trust my siblings,” said Emma. Adrian agrees: “We have a 
very strong bond of  shared experience outside of  the US.” Joshua said it’s helpful for people to have “an 
interest and respect to learn more, when that person is ready to share. And not to push if  they don’t want 
to share.” Love is freely given; trust is earned. “Be patient with MKs such that you are OK with them 
suddenly bursting into tears,” said Adrian.

5. Missionary kids need support on the field—and on furlough.
     Coming “home” isn’t always restful. “Furloughs were hard,” Betsy said. Emma wrote, “The one thing 
I would change is to have a dedicated rest period at the beginning of  the furlough.” Caleb wished “for 
more of  a genuine welcome at churches and more thought-out support in transition.” Some people are 
providing this: “One supporting church took it upon themselves to bless us kids with some special experi-
ences,” said Joshua.
     But support is an ongoing need: growing up as an MK has long-term effects, so the support should 
match that reality. “A great thing to do is remind adult MKs who are no longer on the field that they hav-
en’t been forgotten and that they are still being prayed for,” Emma points out. These are tangible ways to 
love.

Learn from Missionary Kids
     MKs have a wealth of  gifts and experiences to bring to the church. “Being an MK gave me a unique 
view of  the world and all the people God has placed in it,” said Emma. “God gave me a heart for minis-
tering to all kinds of  people, especially those on the outside or who don’t fit in.” Adrian emphasized that 
he gained “an ability to quickly connect with strangers.” Being adaptable, a team player, and hospitable 
were also high on the list of  skills.
     But the spiritual lessons are the richest. “Now I can also help anyone, by also pointing them to the 
One who has the answers and help we need,” said Joshua. Caleb noted the clarity that distance gave: “By 
being immersed in other cultural contexts, I was better able to realize and see my own. . . . In ministry, 
inevitably we fasten cultural expression and interpretations to our gospel message.” He added that being 
an MK gave him “a great awareness of  the brokenness in the world and of  the reality of  the cosmic battle 
of  Christ’s kingdom.”
     Church, let’s recognize and utilize these hard-won gifts. And let’s seek to know MKs, so that we might 
love them well.
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MINISTRY MOMENT:
MEN'S MINISTRY
Calling all men of  EBC to the “Men’s Spring Event” this month! 

WHEN:

WHERE:

FOOD:

COST:

TOPIC:

PURPOSE:

Friday, March 24, from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm

The Chapel of  Emmanuel Baptist Church

Come prepared to eat a hearty meal of  chili prepared by our own “Master 
Chef,“ Jeff  McGrew (This is not chili from a can—rather, it’s a family recipe pre-
pared from scratch). Hot dogs will also be served separately, but if  you wish, you 
can get creative and combine the two.

There is no cost for this event, but free-will donations are encouraged to help 
defray the expenses of  this event.  

“Tactical Medical Care” as taught by SWAT medics and first responders. Some 
key emergency techniques will be taught that could prove valuable in emergency 
situations—and they will be taught in a “hands-on, fun way.”

This is an opportunity for the men of  EBC to enjoy a night together in Christian 
fellowship. Men of  all ages are encouraged to be a part of  this evening event, 
where we can relax, have a good time, and encourage one another in our walk 
with the Lord. 
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MARCH
5:   Members Meeting
14:  Hannah Taylor Baby Shower
18:  AWANA Girls Tea / India Missions Banquet
19:  Single Women Connect Potluck Lunch
26:  Ahna Suttles Bridal Shower

APRIL
2:   Baptism Class
7:   Good Friday Service
8:   Easter Outreach
9:   Easter / Baptisms
11:  Samantha Reyes & Natalie Sperry Baby Shower
14–16:  Young Adult Ministry Retreat
16:  Discipleship Leaders Meeting / Discover EBC
19:  AWANA Awards Night
26:  Student Ministries' End-of-Year Party
30:  Membership Class (Part 1)

MAY
3:   Student Ministries' "In-the-Park" Begins
7:   Membership Class (Part 2)
13:  Student Ministries' Heart of  Holiness
15:  Kami Douglas Bridal Shower
27:  Student Ministries' Nerf  War
29:  Memorial Day (Office Closed)

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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COUNSELING CORNER
AGING...WHO, ME?
by Barbara Smith
                                                                  
 "Wisdom is with aged men, with long life is understanding." (Proverbs 12:12, NASB)
      
"Even to your old age I will be the same, And even to your graying years I will bear you! I have done it and I will carry 
you: And I will bear you and will deliver you."  (Isaiah 46:4, NASB)

Getting older...is this a topic only for those who are literally already "over the hill"? And what does God's 
Word have to say about what aging is from His perspective?

We can look at aging chronologically or functionally. Chronologically, we can look at the number of  years 
we have been alive or the year we will qualify for retirement. France is currently arguing about whether 
or not to raise the age of  retirement from age 62 to age 64! In the USA, we look at our birth year for the 
Social Security age when we will qualify for retirement benefits. Sometimes, our employer has an age in 
mind. Some people choose a number when they believe they have enough savings to get by, or when the 
kids will all be out of  college or married, or when the mortgage will be paid off, or when they can begin 
taking funds out of  their IRA, etc. Functionally, we may choose to be done with regular schedules and 
work for pay when our health is failing, after a spouse dies, with a move, or when we are discouraged/
worn out/exhausted.

From God's point of  view, biblically and spiritually, the situation is very different! Jay Adams puts it this 
way in Wrinkled Not Ruined (1999, p. ix): "Old age, per se, lets no one off  the hook. God does not relax or 
alter His commandments when one reaches a certain age."

Physically we may pull back when we lose energy and stamina and strength, a diagnosis looms over us, ar-
thritis gets the better of  us, or friends and family members move away or die. The dilemma of  old age, or 
at least aging, will catch up with each of  us! Jay Adams sums up the situation for us in his book referenced 
above. In the following quote he refers to Genesis 1–3: "Adam, why did you do this? But, on the other 
hand, which one of  us would have done better? And, yet, through Adam's sin (no credit to him) has come 
something beyond suffering: God has brought redemption in Christ. But that isn't all. In Jesus Christ man 
has been lifted to an even higher position than he experienced before the fall. In Christ, humanity has 
been exalted to the throne of  God, at the Father's right hand. This, and other important factors, must be 
kept in mind as a Christian ages and considers death. For the believer, age means not only loss but also 
gain—great gain" (Adams, p. 6).

Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, "He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of  Christ Jesus" (Philippians 1:6, NIV 84). A key verse at EBC is Colossians 1:28 (NASB): "We proclaim Him, 
admonishing every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ." This Scripture is about 
maturity. As we age and allow God to do His work in and through us, we mature day-by-day whether He 
gives us a life of  few years or many. 
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Psalm 139:16 (ESV): "Your eyes saw my unformed substance: in your book were written, every one of  them, the days that 
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of  them." As the Psalmist writes, "So even to old age and gray hairs, 
O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim Your might to another generation, Your power to those to come" (Psalm 71:18, 
ESV).

So, how do we "proclaim His might" and to whom? Your life and mine 
are full of  people—some are immediate family, some are church 
family in the body of  Christ here at EBC, some are strangers, 
friends, acquaintances, neighbors, coworkers, etc. You and I pro-
claim the One who called us to Himself  with every waking thought 
and breath and word and action and reaction! The Scriptures are 
filled with "one anothers"! Take some time to do a Word study on 
that phrase "one another" and be amazed at the impact of  our lives 
upon one another on this planet earth! Then, look around you to 
see who God has placed in your life.

Suffering comes to every person, in one form or another and at one age, or another. Of  utmost impor-
tance is that we have the confidence that God is in control.  Our lives are not random. His providence 
and sovereignty, in combination with His wisdom and love, guide us and sustain us through our earthly 
pilgrimage. He gives us His grace to endure hardship (The Art of  Aging, Howard Eyrich, 2006). The Apos-
tle Paul said it this way, "I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake" (Philippians 1: 23–24, KJV).

Psalm 92:12–15 (ESB):
"The righteous flourish like a palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
  They are planted in the house of  the LORD: they flourish in the courts of  our God.
  They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of  sap and green, to declare that the
  LORD is upright: He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him."

This conclusion is from Solomon in Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 (NASB): 
"The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 
For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil."

Love God, love people, love the body of  Christ.

We belong to Christ. We belong to each other.

A parting thought from Dane Ortlund (Deeper, 2021, p. 157): "Bible reading (inhaling) and prayer (exhal-
ing)...you'll come to the end of  your life a radiant, solid man or woman."

_______________

The Scriptures are

filled with

"One-anothers" 
______________
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SONG OF THE MONTH
His Robes for Mine

Chris Anderson & Greg Habegger

His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange!
Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage.

Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified.
In Christ I live, for in my place He died.

His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread?
God’s daunting Law Christ mastered in my stead.
Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine,

Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life.

His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased.
Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased.

Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried “‘Tis done!”
Sin’s wage is paid; propitiation won.

His robes for mine: such anguish none can know.
Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though His foe.

He, as though I, accursed and left alone;
I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home!

I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost:
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God.

Bought by such love, my life is not my own.
My praise-my all-shall be for Christ alone.
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BODY LIFE
Births

June Viola De Wit
February 9
Parents: Ross & Kyla

Deaths

Jim Frey
January 30

Thank Yous

To the Emmanuel Baptist Team,
Thank you so much for sharing your space with us for the 2023 PITL! I know that the hygiene 
bags were a massive undertaking. We appreciate your participation SO MUCH! — Community 
Action of  Skagit County
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