2020 has been a crazy time for
ministry. We’ve made adjustment
after adjustment to adapt to the shifting world of a pandemic. One big
shift that will continue into the new
year is moving classes and studies
online. In particular, we will be doing
this with our Midweek Programming
for adults.

On the Sunday following Christmas we went back briefly to an onlineonly worship service. But, in January, we will return to in-person worship
on Sunday mornings. In-person worship will continue to be socially distanced and masks are required.
Worship times for January 3rd are 9:00 am for the Gathering and
10:30 am for Traditional Worship. We are considering changes to the worship times, but no decisions have been made at the time of publication.
We will communicate any changes through Realm, email, Facebook, and
our website.
Sunday worship will continue to be livestreamed on Facebook and the
church website for people who are not yet comfortable with in-person activities.

*Please remember to register on Realm or with the main office for
any worship service that you plan to attend.

Mike and Angela will return with
a new season of their podcast, Table
Talk! And Mike will be back leading
a weekly video-based Bible study as
well.
We have been making some major technical upgrades to improve the
quality of the recordings we make
and make it easier and faster for staff
to create high quality audio and video
recordings.
We are also hard at work on a
new updated church website that
should make it’s debut in January.
Stay tuned to Realm, email, Facebook, and our current website for
more details.

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:30 am
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 9:00 am
Worship online at Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bluffparkumc
Worship online at our website:
bluffparkumc.org/livestream
Care Contact Information
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org

2020 is OVER!
On
to new opportunities in life
and faith in this New Year...
I want to share two very
important areas of focus for
our church family as we begin
this new year. The first is that
we will have our annual operating ministry budget pledge
campaign during January and
February. Normally, this campaign occurs in the month of
October of the previous year.
In 2020, we decided to focus
on the Preserving Beauty; Preserving Ministry campaign as well as finishing the giving year of 2020
on the right note. Hopefully, we will have very positive news on both
accounts soon. It is time for each and every member of our church
family to prayerfully consider how we can financially support the vital
work of Bluff Park UMC during 2021. You will receive a pledge card
this month and I hope and pray you will be prepared to turn in your
pledge at the appropriate time so that our Finance Committee can set
the 2021 financial budget for ministry and mission.
Another area of focus for our church family in January and February is a new sermon series in all of our worship services on important
elements of a life of faith. Each disciple must put together a healthy
balance of devotion to God, the pursuit of lifelong learning, visioning
for the future, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Our wellbeing as
followers of Jesus was an important topic touched upon by Jesus himself as well as in the Apostle Paul. 2020 took a toll on my own health
and faith and I am in need of a good and healthy reset in this New
Year. I hope you will join us starting January 10th in Traditional Worship as well as in The Gathering as we embark on this journey of faithful wellbeing in 2021!!

The Operating Ministry Budget supports the core
functions of our church's ministry and mission. Without
adequate funding, we would not have light, heat, air conditioning, supplies, food, or even staff! Other forms of giving are important (such as the various designated funds for
ministry and mission), however, it is part of our promise
as members together at this wonderful church to support
all of the ministries and missions of the church. In my pastor's message, I explain in more detail why we are holding
this campaign in the New Year instead of in October and
November like in previous years. I hope you will join me
in making a pledge for this current year so that life-giving
ministry and mission can continue from Bluff Park United Methodist Church!

Most capital campaigns span a three-year period and
normally cover building expansions or debt service. These
campaigns are always for major expenses over and above
the Operating Ministry Budget. Our church family has
pledged to move forward with a one-year capital campaign
to support four important areas of need during this unprecedented year. The Preserving Beauty; Preserving Ministry campaign seeks to restore and preserve every stained
glass window at our church, to purchase a new chiller for
our Sanctuary, to ensure that our Operating Ministry
Budget does not have to take over the debt service for the
Elevator Tower and to invest in a technology upgrade for
21st-century ministry. A generous family within our
church is willing to match pledges in order to help us
reach our goals more swiftly which means that your
pledge's impact will be automatically doubled! You can
make a pledge with the Finance Office at the church at
any time and the course of this campaign is for this current year: 2021.
Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real-time connection. It
helps members of our church family connect with each other and with our
staff. Realm allows you to manage your own personal information, control
your giving, make pledges, and keep in touch with the ministry groups that
matter to you.
Realm is not like a social network that’s open to everyone. It's only
made up of the people in our church. Realm gives you control over what
information you share and who can see it.
You can access Realm on the web or through a free app on your phone.
If you have not setup your Realm account yet, contact Jason McCrory in
the church office and request an invitation to join.

Both the Student Ministry and Children’s Ministry will
return to offering in person Midweek Meetup on Wednesday nights beginning on Wednesday, January 13th. Each
night’s programming will run from 6:00-7:30 and will consist of worship, Bible studies, music, and/or games. For the
time being, we will not be offering dinner at Midweek
Meetup, and masks as well as social distancing will be required. For more information or any questions, please contact Melissa Hendon at mhendon@bpumc.org. We look
forward to seeing you in January!

Our December Drive-Thru Pantry on the Bluff broke all
2020 Records:
 372 Households Received Food (88 more than
any month in 2020)
 24 Weekend Backpacks were Given to Bluff
Park Elementary children who need food for
weekends
 8050 Children’s Diapers/Pull-ups were Given
Out (350 more than any month in 2020)
 948 Adult Diapers Adult Diapers were also Distributed
Our thanks to the 37 volunteers who prepared for and operated December’s Pantry on the Bluff.

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at the
University of Alabama – Greater Birmingham Chapter has
free bonus classes available for adults. All classes are currently conducted via Zoom. If you are interested in participating in a class(es), please contact Sylvia Sumners at
ssumners@bellsouth.net or at 205-482-5680 at least one
week before the program(s). She will need to know which
class you would like to participate in as well as your first
name, last name and email address.
 Thursday, January 7, 2021, 1:30-2:30 pm – Zoom
Peer Basic
Experience the online classroom by understanding
Zoom. Learn tips on how to use Zoom. OLLI members
will guide you through the basics in a one-hour training session. (Class Z180)
 Thursday, January 14, 2021, 1:30-2:30 pm – Zoom
Peer Basic
Experience the online classroom by understanding
Zoom. Learn tips on how to use Zoom. OLLI members
will guide you through the basics in a one-hour training session. (Class Z181)
 Wednesday, January 20, 2021, 12:00-1:15 pm – The
Rest of the Story – Greeks at UA – Kathleen Cramer
The Greek organizations at The University of Alabama
certainly add social opportunities to students, but they
provide so much more to the UA campus and the local community and citizens. Join us for “The Rest of
the Story” to learn about the Greeks’ scholarship, fellowship and charity on campus and in the greater Tuscaloosa community. (Class – Z145)
 Thursday, January 21, 2021, 12:00-1:15 pm – The
Wright Brothers Civilian Flight School, February -May 1910 – Robert Kane
In February 1910, Wilbur Wright arrived in Montgomery, Alabama, looking for a suitable location for a
civilian flight school to teach men how to fly their airplanes. A local businessman convinced Wilbur to select a nearby abandoned cotton plantation. Wilbur
accepted the offer, and the Wright Brothers established the first civilian flight school in the United
States near Montgomery. The school lasted only ten
weeks, but in April 1918, the War Department selected the same location for an aircraft and engine depot.
That installation has since grown into Maxwell Air
Force Base. (Class Z170)
 Thursday, January 21, 2021, 1:30-2:30 pm – Zoom
Peer Basic
Experience the online classroom by understanding

The Open Door Café
All Open Door Café weekly programming is cancelled until further notice.







Zoom. Learn tips on how to use Zoom. OLLI members
will guide you through the basics in a one-hour training session. (Class Z182)
Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 12:00-1:15 pm – Back
to School – Social & Physical Sciences 2021 – Jaclyn
Foster
Clay relief maps, spinning globes, sky maps – memories of physical science in the last century – are so different today. Join Jaclyn Foster, middle school science
teacher at Tuscaloosa Academy, as she brings you into
her classroom! Experience visits from real scientists,
hands-on astronaut experience and robot construction.
You will enjoy learning like a 2021 student, yearning
to learn about earth’s million years history and unchartered planets. (Class – Z146)
Thursday, January 28, 2021, 12:00-1:15 pm – What’s
Happening to Our Forest: The History, Science and
Future of Forestry in America, as Told by a SemiRetired Forester – Paul Dean
Paul Dean will provide a colorful timeline of the impacts of European settlement upon our North American forest. He will explain how this once pristine continent of native old growth fell victim to the invasion
of settlers with their axes, livestock and diseases, as
they moved westward, exploiting forests until they
were almost gone. A gruff outdoorsman president instituted the beginning of forestry in America. Paul will
give you a unique perspective of forestry in America.
(Class Z171)
Thursday, January 28, 2021, 1:30-2:30 pm – Zoom
Peer Basic
Experience the online classroom by understanding
Zoom. Learn tips on how to use Zoom. OLLI members
will guide you through the basics in a one-hour training session. (Class Z183).

Be “well” in your faith and life — live with purpose and mission. Wellbeing is the
knitting together of a healthy heart, mind, soul and strength.
January 10 - Devotion to God
January 17 - Readiness for Lifelong Learning
January 24 - Investing in Key Relationships
January 31 - Visioning for the Future
February 7 - Eating and Exercising for Life

The following students have been awarded higher education scholarships from
Bluff Park UMC:
Lydia Coltrane—Victor Harbor Scholarship
Anne-Hale Winter—Victor Harbor Scholarship
Alyssa Chavez—Christin Crockett Scholarship
Olivia Woodruff—Christin Crockett Scholarship
Keegan Ferguson—Elaine Clinton Scholarship
Corey Ferguson—General Scholarship
Rachel Martin—General Scholarship
Tanner McReynolds—General Scholarship
Sam Ward—General Scholarship

NEW MEMBERS...
Connie Wright—12/6/2020
SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION...
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Elizabeth Hill on the passing of her husband, Richard, on December 9th. Our thoughts and prayers
are with the family in their time of loss.
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Peggy Best on the passing
of her husband, Bill, on December 12th. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the family in their time of loss.
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Nancy Gray on the passing
of her husband, Jeffery, on December 14th. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the family in their time of loss.

January 1
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 | Psalm 149
January 2
Proverbs 1:1-7 | Psalm 150
January 3
John 1:1-18 | Psalm 145
January 4
James 4:11-17 | Psalm 87
January 5
Proverbs 22:1-9 | Psalm 98
January 6
Isaiah 60:1-6 | Psalm 97
January 7
1 Samuel 3:1-21 | Psalm 115
January 8
1 Timothy 4:11-16 | Psalm 117
January 9
Luke 5:1-11 | Psalm 104
January 10
Mark 1:4-11 | Psalm 112
January 11
Romans 4:1-12 | Psalm 4
January 12
Acts 22:2-16 | Psalm 5
January 13
John 1:29-34 | Psalm 6
January 14
Judges 2:6-15 | Psalm 12
January 15
Judges 2:16-23 | Psalm 14
January 16
Matthew 25:1-13 | Psalm 16
January 17
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 | Psalm 20
January 18
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 | Psalm 67
January 19
Acts 5:1-11 | Psalm 36
January 20
Genesis 16:1-14 | Psalm 38
January 21
Jeremiah 19:1-15 | Psalm 39
January 22
2 Peter 3:1-7 | Psalm 35
January 23
Luke 10:13-16 | Psalm 32
January 24
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 | Psalm 103
January 25
1 Corinthians 7:17-24 | Psalm 48
January 26
Acts 5:33-42 | Psalm 49
January 27
Proverbs 8:1-21 | Psalm 50
January 28
Romans 9:6-18 | Psalm 60
January 29
Deuteronomy 12:28-32 | Psalm 51
January 30
Matthew 8:28-9:1 | Psalm 55
January 31
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 | Psalm 8

Friday, January 1—New Year’s Day
OFFICE CLOSED
Sunday, January 3
9:00 am
The Gathering at Bluff Park
10:30 am
Traditional Worship Service
Wednesday, January 6
7:00 am
Food Pantry
5:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal
5:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, January 10
9:00 am
The Gathering at Bluff Park
10:30 am
Traditional Worship Service
5:00 pm
Girl’s High School Small
Group
Monday, January 11
6:00 pm
Missions Committee
Tuesday, January 12
8:30 am
Maintenance
9:30 am
Becky Walker Bible Study
6:00 pm
Under the Bridge
Wednesday, January 13
5:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal
5:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

6:00-7:30 pm
Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm
Student Ministry
Sunday, January 17
9:00 am
The Gathering at Bluff Park
10:30 am
Traditional Worship Service
5:00 pm
Girl’s High School Small
Group
Tuesday, January 19
9:30 am
Becky Walker Bible Study
6:00 pm
Under The Bridge
Wednesday, January 20
5:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal
5:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
6:00-7:30 pm
Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm
Student Ministry
Thursday, January 21
7:00 pm
Book Club
Sunday, January 24
9:00 am
The Gathering at Bluff Park
10:30 am
Traditional Worship Service
5:00 pm
Girl’s High School Small
Group

Tuesday, January 26
9:30 am
Becky Walker Bible Study
Wednesday, January 27
5:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal
5:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
6:00-7:30 pm
Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm
Student Ministry
Thursday, January 28
6:30 pm
Finance Committee
Sunday, January 31
9:00 am
The Gathering at Bluff Park
10:30 am
Traditional Worship Service
5:00 pm
Girl’s High School Small
Group

On Sunday mornings the weekly worship Livestream can
be found on our Facebook Pages. If you aren't a Facebook
user, there is also a dedicated page on our website where you
can tune in live each week. The link to the livestream page is
on the upper right of the website homepage and will take
you to the Livestream page.
If you are not able to tune in to the live broadcast, the
full service recording is available immediately after the service on the Livestream page and on Facebook.
Even when we are able to return to our normal worship
schedule, our Livestream is available every week. No matter
what happens in the coming weeks, you can stay connected
and worship with your church family here at Bluff Park.

BUNDLES OF HOPE
Peggy Adams, by Rusty and Julie Adams
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Bill Best, by Canterbury Class, John and Sue Irwin, Ed
and Nan Thomas
FOOD PANTRY
Peggy Adams, by Rusty and Julie Adams, Jim and Olivia
Howard, Joseph Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Abston, Sr., by Daniel and Jimmie Faye McFadden
Bill Best, by Robert Hamill
Mr. and Mrs. Emmet McFadden, by Daniel and Jimmie
Faye McFadden
I.M. “Bud” Sumners, by John and Sylvia Sumners, J.B.

and Frankie Thrasher
OPERATING FUND
Peggy Adams, by Dwight Burrell
John Calloway, by Ruth Calloway and Family
Mary Calloway Griffin, by Ruth Calloway and Family
Bud Sumners, by Fishermen Class
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY
Peggy Adams, by Bob and Ann Nelson

FOOD PANTRY
Carol Cater, by Pandora Irwin
Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors.
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Seek God,
Lose Yourself,
Find Life!
Bluff Park United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world around us.
Bluff Park United Methodist Church seeks to be a community creating relational experiences to help all
people find life and know through a relationship with God: who they are, why they matter, and how they
can serve the world in love.

