
The Trustees Committee and the 
staff of Bluff Park UMC have put 
together a plan for maintaining ad-
herence to guidelines from the Ala-
bama Department of Public Health 
as well as to the recent change in 
state orders from the Governor of 
Alabama. The plan begins by reduc-
ing the distance between "open 
pews" starting Sunday, May 2nd. We 
will move the ropes in the Sanctuary 
and Chapel so that every other pew 
is open for seating. This change will 
increase the available seating for wor-
ship.  

Because the orders and guide-
lines specifically mention that being 
within 6-feet of others should in-
clude the wearing of face masks, we 
will continue to ask all in attendance 
to wear face masks in our services. In 
order to make more room for more 
of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
within our spaces of worship, we be-
lieve that this is the best option for 
our church family.  

Starting May 16, we will cease 
pre-registration for in-person wor-
ship. We will likely continue to use 
registration for future high attend-
ance worship services like Christmas 
Eve and Easter Sunday.  

We will continue livestreaming 
our worship services each week.  

With mixed emotions, we report to the congregation 
of Bluff Park United Methodist Church that Rev. Ange-
la Martin will be moving to a new church this July. An-
gela will be appointed as the Senior Pastor of Huffman 
United Methodist Church in the northeast area of Bir-
mingham. While we will miss Angela's compassionate 
ministry and her leadership, we are confident that she 
will serve the Huffman congregation well! 

In July, we will welcome our new associate pastor, 
Rev. Ross Furio. Ross is a 2016 graduate of Birmingham-
Southern College and a 2019 graduate of the Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas, TX. He has served as a Mark Craig Leadership 
Institute Associate at Highland Park United Methodist 
Church in Dallas as well as an associate pastor at River-
chase United Methodist Church in Hoover where he 
has focused on missions and discipleship.  

Ross and his wife Madison already reside in the Bluff 
Park community and Madison serves as a teacher at 
Shades Mountain Elementary School.  

Please stay tuned for opportunities to celebrate Ange-
las’s ministry and to wish her well as well as an oppor-
tunity to welcome Rev. Ross Furio to Bluff Park. 



How do we move forward 
when there is so much ten-
sion and anxiety in our 
world? When human beings 
experience increasing anxiety, 
we often turn on each other. 
As things change, we often 
begin to distance ourselves 
from one another. Notice 
that these acts are counter-
productive! We need other 
people more during times of 
radical change and fear-
producing anxiety! God has 
given us others to help make the journey together in life. Our brothers 
and sisters in Christ are our God-given family and the friends we turn 
to when life gets difficult.  

My hope and prayer are that you have a group of people within 
our church that you can turn to for care and support. Many people 
find this type of community in a Sunday school class. Others find this 
kind of community in a Common Table or Bible study group. Chris-
tian community is essential in whatever form works best for you! But 
there are a few things that I think are essential to truly beneficial 
Christian community. The first is study. By studying the Bible or dis-
cussing how theology relates to real life, we have the opportunity to 
grow in knowledge and faith together.  

The second aspect of beneficial Christian community is fellowship 
or friendship. The more that we engage in listening to one another, 
caring for one another, and simply just getting to know one another 
helps further the bonds of baptism between us! And third, Christian 
community really takes flight when we do not neglect to meet togeth-
er. By faithfully participating in Christian community, we find that we 
are formed by the time spent together in the presence of God. Often, 
we do not notice the changes day by day. But over time, we can really 
see the impact that time spent in faithful community has rendered 
unto us. I hope that you will consider being a faithful member of a 
group at Bluff Park UMC! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 11:00 am 

Worship online at Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/bluffparkumc 

Worship online at our website: 
bluffparkumc.org/church-online 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



What are some of your 
favorite memories or ex-
periences while at Bluff 
Park UMC? 
      One of my earliest 
and favorite memories is 
getting a War Eagle from 
a sweet 5/6 year old dur-
ing communion! I just 

had the pleasure of helping confirm her. So many people 
and events to remember! Chili Cook-off, Day of Service, 
the Block Party; it's been meaningful to participate with the 
UMW at Church of the Reconciler and join with the gang 
for Under the Bridge; I have loved getting to know the chil-
dren by working with VBS and volunteering (and dressing 
up) at the Halloween Carnivals and Easter Egg Hunts (I 
might have been the Easter Bunny one year); sitting around 
the dinner table and getting to know people while sharing 
the mid-week meal; also meaningful were all of the special 
worship services during Advent/Christmas and Lent/
Easter; singing the communion liturgy during Advent is a 
special memory; the small groups and Bible studies I led or 
were a part of, especially the Wednesday afternoon bunch; 
working with the wonderful staff, each and every one a 
friend for life; charting our way through a pandemic and 
seeing the creativity that has come and continues as we 
move forward anyway! 

What have you learned in the past six years while serving 
our church family? 

What is important about all the events listed above is 
the relationships that were formed through being together 
whether it was having fun, serving the community, or wor-
shiping together. It's the avenues of connection that are so 
important in any church but, especially a large one with 
multiple worship services. The Sunday School classes and 
Common Tables are so important here and that's a 
strength I've been reminded of here at Bluff Park. Another 
thing that I've learned is that our personal stories are so 
important and when we are vulnerable enough to share 
our own story, it has the potential to be a gift of grace for 
someone else.  

What will you take with you to your new appointment? 
Mike has been a great mentor and I've learned, proba-

bly even more than I realize, how to better organize and 
administer the business of the church. I've also learned 
from him how integrity in leadership can make a difference 
in the way a staff works together. I'll also take with me the 
memories of conversations, the sharing of our stories, and 
learning from each of you! That in itself will make me a 
better and wiser pastor.  

How can we pray for you and the congregation at Huff-
man UMC in this transition? 

Pray that Huffman UMC will continue to be successful 
in their ministry to the community around them and that 
God will lead us in discerning who we are called to be for 
that community in this present age. 

In the last twenty 
years, the number 
of Americans who 
identify as mem-
bers of churches or 
faith communities 
has declined dra-
matically. The de-
cline is particularly 
p r o n o u n c e d 
among young 
adults. Meanwhile, 
an increasing num-

ber of people identify as “spiritual but not religious” or 
“nones” on surveys on religious preference. Do we have 
to choose between science and faith? Between rationality 
and Christianity? Does suffering and evil discredit faith, 
or does Christianity offer a meaningful and redemptive 
response to suffering?  

 

Author and pastor Adam Hamilton honestly and 
openly engages these questions and more that have kept 
many from faith, while ultimately seeking to make the 
case for a compelling Christian faith, one that speaks to 
the intellect as well as the heart. Join us for a meaningful 
conversation about the things that keep people from 
faith and inspirational responses offering a thinking per-
son’s guide to faith. 

 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 
At Asbury UMC in Hoover 

7:00 PM Presentation in the Sanctuary  
a Live Question & Answer Session to follow 

This event is free of charge and open to all. 

 

Join us in-person or online at asburyonline.org/live 



  

 

Due to COVID restrictions, a smaller volunteer 
base, and the cancellation of crucial fundraising events, 
VBS will only be open to BPUMC attendees rising 4K 
through 5th grade. (Rising 6th-12th can register to help 
through BPUMC Students, contact Melissa Hendon 
at mhendon@bpumc.org to find out more.)  

VBS will look very different this year. It will be at night 
6pm-7:30pm. There will not be a meal but a prepacked 
snack will be served each night (kiddos may bring their 
own snack if they choose.) Kids will be divided up into 
large classrooms that allow social distancing. There will not 
be a large gathering. Masks will be required. The kids will 
remain in their classrooms throughout the night and their 
station leaders will travel to them.  

Because we will have a smaller group this year, we will 
have carpool drop-off and pick-up!  

We will be charging this year. You will be sent a link 

that you can make a payment on after registration or you 
can bring a check by the church Monday through Friday 
8am-4pm. The fee will be $10 per child with a family Max 
of $30. This price will include a t-shirt for each child and a 
CD for each household. It will also include all of the col-
lectible Bible Buddies and cool gadgets we will be using! 

Please register each child that will be attending our 
VBS and let us know what grade they are going into, aller-
gies, and their t-shirt size.  

The last day to register will be June 15th, or when we 
reach maximum capacity! Absolutely no walk-ins will be 

allowed! 

Click Here to Register Your Kids! 
https://bit.ly/3m4WB2D 

 Sunday School May 2nd, 9-10am 
 NO HOLY GROUND May 5th 
 Sunday School May 9th, 9-10am 
 Game Show Night May 12th, 6-7:30pm 
 Sunday School May 16th, 9-10am 
 High School Hike at the Preserve May 16th, 2-

3:30pm 
 Study Night May 19th, 6-7:30pm 
 Sunday School May 23rd, 9-10am  
 Senior Sunday in the Traditional Service  
 NO HOLY Ground May 26th 
 Sunday School May 30th, 9-10am 

 

 Sunday Night Snacks, Fun, and Worship (6-
7:30pm) June 6th and 20th, July 11th, 18th, 
and 25th, and August 1st. 

 ASP at Home June 28th - July 2nd  
 VBS July 12th-15th 



Present Comfort – Medita-
tions on Modern Loss and 
Grief by Julie Yarbrough is 
for those who have sus-
tained a profound loss and 
for those who are at a loss 
to understand the range of 
emotions specific to grief. 
The unique perspective of 
each meditation is that 
God is present in every 
circumstance of life, at 
work in the world to give 

us victory over loss, destruction, death, and grief. Present 
Comfort offers assurance, encouragement, and spiritual 
insight for those who grieve, and context for those who 
desire to share in the heart and language of grief. The 
hope is that Present Comfort will inspire a deeper faith 
that in each whisper of comfort, there is the presence of 
God.  

 

 Website: https://www.umnews.org 
 E-Newsletter (United Methodist Church 

News Daily or Weekly Digest): https://
w w w . u mn e w s . o r g / e n / n ew s / u mn e w s -
subscriptions  

 

Church of the Reconciler (COTR) would love to wel-
come and train new volunteers to help people access their 
critical government documents. If you feel a little over-
whelmed by the thought of that, just imagine how a home-
less person who has lost all their forms of ID would feel. 
COTR journeys with people to navigate the difficulties of 
life, and it’s fun to do it together, and they’ll teach you 
how to help. For more information on the Church of the 
Reconciler and the many ways to get involved, visit the 
church website at www.churchofthereconciler.com or 
Facebook.com/churchofthereconciler.   

 

Urban Ministries (https://www.urban-ministry.org) 
needs volunteers who can give any amount of time doing 
one or more of the following:  

 Paint 
 Clean 
 Decorate an entranceway 
 Garden/Landscape 
 Help with food bank 
 Repair ceiling 
 Replace soffit and fascia 
 Replace a concrete step 
 Remove a tree 
 Replace light fixtures 
 Other… 

For more details about each of these projects visit: 

BluffParkUMC.org/serve. 
If you can help, please call Danny Jones at 205-781-

0517 or email him at  Danny@urban-ministry.org 
Danny will be happy to talk with your group about 

Urban Ministries and other ways that you may be able to 
help. 

291 households received food. The following were also 
given out: 

 24 Weekend Backpacks to Bluff Park Elemen-
tary children who need food for weekends 

 7,700 children’s diapers 
 350 children’s pull-up diapers 
 684 adult diapers  

Our thanks to the 40 volunteers who prepared for and 
operated the April Pantry on the Bluff. 

 

Thanks to your donations to BPUMC’s Easter Love 
Offering, we will be able to support each of the following 
ministries as they provide vital services to the communities 
they serve: 

 Church of the Reconciler 
 Fair Haven - Fountain of Love 
 McCoy Adult Day Care 
 Urban Ministry 
 BPUMC’s Chile Mission Team 
 Rise Against Hunger 

Thank you!  BPUMC’s Mission Committee 



May 1  
Mark 4:30-32 | Psalm 51 

May 2  
John 15:1-8 | Psalm 29 

May 3  
Isaiah 5:1-7 | Psalm 57 

May 4  
Galatians 5:16-26 | Psalm 62 

May 5  
James 3:17-18 | Psalm 72 

May 6  
John 14:18-31 | Psalm 71 

May 7  
Acts 10:1-34 | Psalm 74 

May 8  
Acts 10:34-48 | Psalm 76 

May 9  
John 15:9-17 | Psalm 96 

May 10  
1 Timothy 6:11-12 | Psalm 80 

May 11  
1 Timothy 6:13-16 | Psalm 24 

May 12  
Deuteronomy 11:1-21 | Psalm 47 

May 13  
Acts 1:1-11 | Psalm 8 

May 14  
Ephesians 1:15-23 | Psalm 85 

May 15  
John 16:4-11 | Psalm 86 

May 16  
John 17:6-19 | Psalm 66 

May 17  
Philippians 1:3-11 | Psalm 67 

May 18  
Titus 1:1-9 | Psalm 99 

May 19  
John 16:16-24 | Psalm 100 

May 20  
Genesis 11:1-9 | Psalm 101 

May 21  
John 7:37-39 | Psalm 102 

May 22  
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Psalm 33 
May 23  

Acts 2:1-21 | Psalm 25 
May 24  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 | Psalm 15 
May 25  

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 | Psalm 26 
May 26  

Ezekiel 37:1-14 | Psalm 38 
May 27  

Romans 8:1-8 | Psalm 31 
May 28  

Romans 8:9-11 | Psalm 35 
May 29  

John 15:18-20 | Psalm 104 
May 30  

John 3:1-17 | Psalm 147 
May 31  

Romans 12:9-16b | Psalm 72 

BAPTISMS 
 Cameron James Goff—4/11/21 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
Congratulations to James and Erin Word on the birth of a son, James Robert 
Word, Jr., on April 10. 
Congratulations to Leslie and John Batts on the birth of a daughter, Lucy 
Virginia Batts, on April 24.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Geneva Myers and her fam-

ily in the passing of her grandson, Larry Myers on March 31st. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Patrick Powell and his fam-
ily in the passing of his wife, Allison Powell. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of June Baird 
who passed away on April 17th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family 
in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Betsy Britain on the pass-
ing of her mother, Peggy Best, on April 15th. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Jean Clemons 
who passed away on April 25th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family 
in their time of loss. 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Peggy Best, by Canterbury Class, Ed and Nan Thomas 
FOOD PANRY 
Peggy Best, by Terry and Ann Bice 
OPERATING FUND 
Rollina Oglesbay, by Bill and Liz Crotwell, Miriam 
McClung, Mahala McKinney 
Jack Pearson, by Mahala McKinney 
Jean and Doyle Shaw, by Erik and Christie Stahr and 
Family 
Jack and Dimples Sherman, by Steve and Dee Sherman 
Gary and Laurie White, by Andy and Ginger Craig, Mar-
garet Grubb 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
Jean Brown, by Bob and Ann Nelson 
Rollina Oglesbay, by Bob and Ann Nelson 
Jack Pearson, by Bob and Ann Nelson 

Gary White, by Fishermen Class 

 
CHOIR FUND 
Art DeWeese, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
UNDER THE BRIDGE 
Andy Holder, by Sue Pearson 
Russell Stephens, by Sue Pearson 
Bennie Vinson, by Sue Pearson 
Bob Walker, by Sue Pearson 
Jeff Whitcomb, by Sue Pearson 
Jim Wilson, by Sue Pearson 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Melissa Hendon, by Jack and Carole Armistead 
YOUTH PROGRAM 
Josh Styes, by Dalton and Edwina Styes 
 Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

On Sunday mornings the weekly worship Livestream can be found on 
our website, our Facebook page, and the church’s YouTube channel. The 
link to the livestream page is on the upper right of the website homepage 
and will take you to the Livestream page.  

If you are not able to tune in to the live broadcast, the full service re-
cording is available immediately after the service on the Livestream page, 
Facebook, and YouTube. 

Our Livestream is available every week. No matter what happens in the 
weeks ahead, you can stay connected and worship with your church family 
here at Bluff Park. 

Sunday, May 2 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Tuesday, May 4 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study 
Wednesday, May 5 
7:00 am  Food Pantry 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
5:30 pm   Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
Thursday, May 6 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
Sunday, May 9 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Monday, May 10 
6:00 pm  Missions Committee 
Tuesday, May 11 
8:30 am  Maintenance 

9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Under The Bridge 
Wednesday, May 12 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
5:30 pm   Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
Thursday, May 13 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
Sunday, May 16 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Tuesday, May 18 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, May 19 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
5:30 pm   Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
Thursday, May 20 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 

Sunday, May 23 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Monday, May 24 
10:00 am UMW Joy Circle  
Tuesday, May 25 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study 
Wednesday, May 26 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
5:30 pm   Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
Thursday, May 27 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Sunday, May 30 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Monday, May 31—Memorial Day 
  Office Closed  
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Seek God, 
Lose Yourself, 

Find Life! 
Bluff Park United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world around us.  

Bluff Park United Methodist Church seeks to be a community creating relational experiences to help all 
people find life and know through a relationship with God: who they are, why they matter, and how they 
can serve the world in love. 


