
Join us outside for a sing-along 
and program to honor Rev. Angela 
Martin for her faithful service to 
God over the past six years here at 
Bluff Park UMC! Look for more 
information about this celebration 
in the coming days through our 
weekly e-mail newsletter or 
through your Sunday School class 
notifications! 

 The Trustees of Bluff Park United Methodist Church have adopted the 
following safeguards for in-person worship and meetings as of June 1, 2021. 
1. Masks will become optional throughout the campus. No one will be ex-

cluded for wearing or not wearing a face mask. 
2. Pews will have all ropes removed (both in the Sanctuary and the Chap-

el), but the staff of the church reserves the right to rope off pews as need-
ed for those that request social distancing in worship. Physical distanc-
ing will be welcome for those that want to remain careful. 

3. Best Practices and Health Reminder Posters will still be posted in the 
bulletin as well as in the Narthex and in the restrooms. We will contin-
ue to have face masks at the Welcome Desk as well as hand sanitizer sta-
tions throughout the building if people choose to use them.  We will 
continue to remind people that if they demonstrate any symptoms of 
COVID-19, they should stay at home – even if they have been vaccinat-
ed. 

4. Hymnals, Bibles, pencils, and offering envelopes will be placed back in 
the Sanctuary and Chapel. The staff will evaluate what other items are 
needed in the pews. We will continue to hold off on the practice of pass-
ing any items, so Holy Communion will still be offered in our estab-
lished safer manner and we will not pass the registration pads, nor will 
we pass the offering plates. 

5. Online Worship will still be offered, and we as a church family will take 
the necessary steps to continue to improve the quality of our live 
streams. 

6. Sunday School Classes and other Small Groups may resume meeting in 
their own classrooms (following the guidelines mentioned above). They 
can resume making coffee in their classrooms and bringing in food, but 
we do encourage safe practices in food preparation and in serving the 
food. 

7. The Kitchen will continue to be used only for mission activities until it 
is deemed safe by the Trustees to reopen for serving meals to the congre-
gation. 

8. Recreational Groups or Outside Groups (i.e. basketball teams, scouts, 
and informal gatherings) are included in these policies, but failure to 
follow these guidelines may result in their ability to utilize rooms or facil-
ities on campus. 
If there is an outbreak or exposure at Bluff Park UMC, appropriate measures 

will be taken to both notify those possibly exposed as well as to quarantine anyone 
not vaccinated. The pastors of the church retain the right to cancel a worship service 
as needed to mitigate any further transmission of COVID-19. 



This month will include 
several important moments to 
attend worship either in per-
son or online to celebrate and 
thank Rev. Angela Martin for 
her service to God in our 
church family. On June 13th 
at 10:00 am, we will thank 
Angela in our morning Tradi-
tional Worship service. Then, 
that evening at 5:30 pm, we 
will have a gathering to cele-
brate Angela and her ministry 
at the church. Angela's last 
sermon and last Sunday with us will be on Father's Day, June 20, 
2021.  

I know I have communicated before as to my thankfulness for An-
gela and her service to God through our church's ministry and mis-
sion. The Bishop of the North Alabama Conference appointed Angela 
to Bluff Park UMC in 2015 and she quickly became a trusted pastor 
and a good friend to us all. I know that God will be with her in her 
new assignment at Huffman United Methodist Church and that her 
gifts will be used well. Please make sure to join us on June 13 and 20, 
2021, to thank and celebrate Angela and her ministry! 

Next, I hope you will join us either in person or online on July 4 
and July 13, 2021, to welcome our new associate pastor, Rev. Ross Fu-
rio! His first Sunday will be on the 4th of July and we will offer a time 
to gather and to welcome him and Madison into our church family at 
6:30 pm on the 13th of July. Ross will serve as an associate pastor for 
our entire church family and will be active in discipleship and teach-
ing. He will also be assigned to be the primary preacher at The Gather-
ing at Bluff Park, our modern worship service in the Chapel.  

Don't miss these important events in the life of our church family! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 11:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real-time con-
nection. It helps members of our church family connect with each 
other and with our staff. Realm allows you to manage your own 
personal information, control your giving, make pledges, and 
keep in touch with the ministry groups that matter to you. 

Realm is not like a social network that’s open to everyone. It's 
only made up of the people in our church community. Realm 
gives you control over what information you share and who can 
see it. 

You can access Realm on the web or through a free app on 
your phone. 

If you have not setup your Realm account yet, contact Jason 
McCrory in the church office and request an invitation to join. 

Job Title: Associate Pastor 

What has your role been at your previous appointments? 
I graduated from Perkins School of Theology in May 

of 2019 and was appointed to Riverchase UMC, so Bluff 
Park will be my second appointment. At Riverchase I was 
the Pastor over Missions and Discipleship. I also had the 
joy of offering pastoral care to folks experiencing some 
difficult life circumstances, and preaching and teaching 
on a regular basis.  

What is your favorite part of your job/vocation? 
I think my favorite part has to be building relation-

ships. That happens in and around a lot of parts of my 
job, but mostly in preaching, teaching, and pastoral care. I 
believe personal relationships are the foundation of effec-
tive and helpful ministry, and I am excited to start build-
ing those at BPUMC. 

Are you married? Have children? 
This summer marks 4 years that I have been married 

to my amazing wife Madison. Madison and I grew up to-
gether, believe it or not we have a class photo together 
from preschool. She is going on her third year as a teacher 
at Shades Mountain Elementary, where she has taught 5th 
grade for the past two years. We do not have any children, 
but we do have a 3 year old golden retriever named Doc. 
We think he is our child, I'll let you judge for yourself! 

Favorite thing to do away from work? 
I am a big music lover, so I have a record collection 

that I enjoy away from work, as well as attending concerts 
as often as I can. I also love the outdoors, so I wear out 
Oak Mountain State Park's hiking trails almost every week 
with Doc, as well as our family hunting property and lake house. Madison and I also love to cook, spend time with fami-
ly friends, have folks over to our home, and spin a record all at the same time. Not to mention sitting on the swing in 
our backyard! 



  

Every May when the school year ends, our current 4k stu-
dents transition from our Preschool Ministry to our Elementary 
Ministry, and our current 5th graders transition from Children’s 
Ministry to Student Ministry. For me as the Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministry, it is a time of both sadness and joy! I experience 
sadness over the fact that children who I have been in ministry 
with for just over six years are transitioning into a new phase of 
ministry. Kids that I have become accustomed to seeing regularly 
on Sunday mornings, Wednesday nights, and throughout the 
year will no longer be coming through Hudson Hall and the 
Children’s Wing. However, it is also a time of joy because a new 
group of children begin to attend Children’s Church and Mid-
week Meetup Elementary Bible classes, and also because I know 
that our current 5th graders are going to learn so much about 
God and grow in their faith during their time in our outstanding 
Student Ministry.  

My hope and prayer each year, in the midst of this sadness 
and joy, is that both the rising Kindergarten and 6th grade stu-
dents would transition well into new ministries that will help 
them further grow in their understanding of who God is, how 
much God loves them, how they can have a friendship with God, 
how they can grow in that friendship with God, and how they 
can share the love of God with others. Would you join me in 
praying these things for our Kindergarten and 6th grade students 
over the next few months? 

This summer BPUMC Students Sunday School will be different. We will 
meet on the ground floor of the youth building but we will not have a 
curriculum. Instead we will hang out and catch up with one another. JT 
will bring a special snack (covid-aware) each Sunday for everyone. It’s a 
great time to bring a friend or relative to get to know JT and see what our 
youth program is all about. Masks, social distancing, temperature checks, 
etc. will still be going on. If you have any questions, just email Melissa at 
mhendon@bpumc.org 

Parents! We need your help!! We need one volunteer each Sunday to 
hang out with JT on the ground floor during the Sunday school hour 
(8:45-9:45.) Your job will be to sit, drink coffee (or whatever you like), eat 
a snack (if you want), and engage in conversation if needed. What a great 
job!! Please consider signing up for a few weeks this summer. The link to 
do it is below. Please don’t make Ms. Melissa scramble each week looking 
for a volunteer! Y’all are the best!! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B48A9A928ABF85-bpumc1 

There are two different opportunities to help Children’s Ministries this 
summer and earn some service hours. Click on the link to sign up and 
get more info!: 
Camp on the Bluff (June 7-10, 9am-12pm) open to Senior High Only 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B48A9A928ABF85-camp 
VBS (July 12-17, 6-7:30pm) Open to all youth. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B48A9A928ABF85-vbs2021 



 Website: https://www.umc.org/en/ways-we-
grow/ 

 E-Newsletter (Twice Monthly):  Subscribe to 
United Methodist Now: Inspiration for Daily 
Living (https://bit.ly/3fFmNiS)  

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at the Uni-
versity of Alabama – Greater Birmingham Chapter has 
free bonus classes available for adults.  All classes are cur-
rently conducted via Zoom. You can learn more about 
each class and register by going to the OLLI website at 
https://olli.ua.edu/public/ or by calling 205-348-6482. 
Registration is required. 

Between Town and Gown (Tuscaloosa’s Historic Dis-
tricts) – Kelly Fitts 
 Z105 Tuesday, June 8, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Peer to Peer Zoom Basics – Russ Timkovich 
 Z106 Tuesday, June 8, 2021, 1:30 – 2:45 CDT 

The World through the Dime Store Door: A Memoir – 
Aileen Henderson 
 Z124 Thursday, June 10, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

A Slice of Solace: A Pathway to Balance and Well-Being -
- Dr. James (Ed) Shotts 
 Z125 Tuesday, June 15, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Peer to Peer Zoom Basics – Russ Timkovich 
 Z126 Tuesday, June 15, 2021, 1:30 – 2:45 CDT 

My Time in the FBI – Vestavia Hills Mayor Ashley Curry 
 Z127 Thursday, June 17, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

What Does Healthy Eating Really Look Like? – Carolyn 
Williams 
 Z128 Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Peer to Peer Zoom Basics – Russ Timkovich 
 Z129 Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 1:30 – 2:45 CDT 

The Netherlands: A Country Below Sea Level Where the 
Past Meets the Future – James Lowery 
 Z131 Thursday, June 24, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Polio:  Rotary, Bill Gates, and the Epidemic -- Bill Petty 
 Z132 Tuesday, June 29, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Peer to Peer Zoom Basics – Russ Timkovich 
 Z133 Tuesday, June 29, 2021, 1:30 – 2:45 CDT 

Tuxedo Junction: Alabama’s Contribution to American 
Jazz – Tyler Malugani 
 Z134 Thursday, July 1, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Georgia O’Keeffe: Letters, Paintings, and Photographs -- 
Audrey McGuire 
 Z137 Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

From College Recruits to Pro Players -- Chase Goodbread 
 Z151 Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Need a Break from Retirement? – Jackie Wuska 
 Z152 Tuesday, July 20, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

Theatre Tuscaloosa: Creative Pandemic Programming – 
Adam Miller 
 Z155 Tuesday, July 27, 2021, 12:00 – 1:15 CDT 

 

251 households received food in May. 

The following were also given out: 

 24 Weekend Backpacks to Bluff Park Elemen-
tary children who need food for weekends 

 6,500 children’s diapers 

 150 children’s pull-up diapers 

 912 adult diapers  

Our thanks to the 51 volunteers who prepared for and 
operated the May Pantry on the Bluff. 

 

 Thursday, June 3, 2021, 2 – 4 p.m. CDT 

 Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9 – 11 a.m. CDT 

Interested in volunteering through the United Meth-
odist Church Global Ministries? Register here: https://
bit.ly/3vG3hs3 for a virtual Mission Discovery Event 
brought to you by UMC’s Global Ministries. This 2-hour 
event will provide an overview of the basics of volunteer 
service and the many different opportunities to serve. For 
more information, e-mail mv@umcmission.org. 



June 1 
Exodus 25:1-22 | Psalm 45 

June 2 
Mark 4:21-25 | Psalm 49 

June 3 
1 Peter 4:7-19 | Psalm 50 

June 4 
2 Corinthians 5:1-5 | Psalm 54 

June 5 
1 Samuel 6:1-18 | Psalm 55 

June 6 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 | Psalm 29 

June 7 
1 Samuel 7:3-15 | Psalm 56 

June 8 
1 Samuel 8:1-22 | Psalm 62 

June 9 
Luke 11:14-28 | Psalm 72 

June 10 
Genesis 3:14-24 | Psalm 71 

June 11 
1 Kings 10:26-11:8 | Psalm 67 

June 12 
Mark 4:1-20 | Psalm 76 

June 13 
Mark 4:26-34 | Psalm 34 

June 14 
Galatians 6:11-18 | Psalm 77 

June 15 
Jeremiah 21:11-14 | Psalm 81 

June 16 
Luke 6:43-45 | Psalm 82 

June 17 
Acts 20:1-16 | Psalm 83 

June 18 
Acts 21:1-16 | Psalm 88 

June 19 
1 Samuel 17:55-18:5 | Psalm 90 

June 20 
Mark 4:35-41 | Psalm 66 

June 21 
Acts 27:13-38 | Psalm 97 

June 22 
Acts 27:39-44 | Psalm 99 

June 23 
Mark 6:45-52 | Psalm 103 

June 24 
2 Corinthians 7:2-16 | Psalm 98 

June 25 
2 Corinthians 8:1-7 | Psalm 102 

June 26 
Luke 4:31-37 | Psalm 145 

June 27 
Mark 5:21-43 | Psalm 118 

June 28 
Leviticus 21:1-15 | Psalm 66 

June 29 
2 Corinthians 9:1-5 | Psalm 128 

June 30 
Mark 9:14-29 | Psalm 129 

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Barbara Mor-

gan who passed away on April 28th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Connie Steele and her fam-
ily in the passing of her mother, Mildred Steele, on April 30th. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the family in their time of loss. 

As we approach the summer months, please remember that giving during the 
summer often drops off as people are away on vacation. During the summer, 
many vital ministries occur such as Vacation Bible School and mission trips. If 
you can automate your giving through Realm or if you can prepay your summer 
giving before June, that will greatly help our ministries continue to bless and 
serve others! 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Peggy Best, by Dyer and Ronda Carlisle, David and Jean-
nie Jenkins, Ron and Carole Roegner, Roy and Charlotte 
Shanlever 
CHRISTIN CROCKETT SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Barbara Morgan, by Harry Hill 
OPERATING FUND 
Peggy Best, by Leslie Cooke, Mike and Sandy Miller 

Norma Jean Clemons, by Doris Choran, Brad and Char-
lotte Word 
Doll (Florence Ann) Finley, by Mike and Sandy Miller  
Barbara Morgan, by James and Sally Holland, Brad and 
Charlotte Word 
Rollina Oglesbay, by Jeffrey and Sally Harrold 
Jack Pearson, by Wayne and Laura Thompson 
Lola Willey Severin, by Jim and Gaile Ketchersid 
 
  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

On Sunday mornings the weekly Traditional worship 
Livestream can be found on our website, our Facebook page, and 
the church’s YouTube channel. The link to the livestream page is 
on the upper right of the website homepage and will take you to 
the Livestream page.  

If you are not able to tune in to the live broadcast, the full 
service recording is available immediately after the service on the 
Livestream page, Facebook, and YouTube. 

Our Livestream is available every week. No matter what hap-
pens in the weeks ahead, you can stay connected and worship 
with your church family here at Bluff Park. 

Wednesday, June 2 
7:00 am  Food Pantry 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
Thursday, June 3 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
Sunday, June 6 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, June 7 
9:00 am  Camp on the Bluff 
Tuesday, June 8 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
9:00 am  Camp on the Bluff 
6:00 pm  Under The Bridge 
Wednesday, June 9 
9:00 am  Camp on the Bluff 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
Thursday, June 10 
9:00 am  Camp on the Bluff 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
Sunday, June 13 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 

5:30 pm  Celebration for Rev. Angela 
  Martin 
Monday, June 14 
6:00 pm  Mission Committee 
Tuesday, June 15 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, June 16 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
Thursday, June 17 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Friday, June 18 
5:00 pm  Fisherman Class Dinner 
Sunday, June 20 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 
Wednesday, June 23 
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
Thursday, June 24 
9:30 am  Sewing Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Sunday, June 27 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Girl’s High School Small  
  Group 

Monday, June 28 
8:00 am  Students ASP@Home  
Tuesday, June 29 
8:00 am  Students ASP@Home  
Wednesday, June 30 
8:00 am  Students ASP@Home  
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm  Adult Handbells 
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Seek God, 
Lose Yourself, 

Find Life! 
Bluff Park United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world around us.  

Bluff Park United Methodist Church seeks to be a community creating relational experiences to help all 
people find life and know through a relationship with God: who they are, why they matter, and how they 
can serve the world in love. 


