
AUGUST 
15  Blessing of the Backpacks 
       Third Graders Receive Bibles 
       Back to School Bash 
18  BPUMC Kids & Students Wild  
 Wednesday 
SEPTEMBER 
12  Churchwide Potluck Dinner 
24-25  Bargains on the Bluff  
29  BPUMC Kids & Students Wild  
 Wednesday 
OCTOBER 
 Offering of Blankets Begins 
10  Blood Drive 
      BPUMC Students One Night for the 
 Homeless 
      Churchwide Potluck Supper 
11  BPUMC Kids Field/Mission Trip 
27  Halloween Carnival 
31  BPUMC Students Pumpkin Olympics 
NOVEMBER 
7  All Saints' Day @ Morning Worship 
    Veteran's Day Lunch Celebration 
11  BPUMC Kids Field/Mission Trip 
12-14   BPUMC Students Fall Retreat 
14  Churchwide Potluck Supper 
17  Family S’Mores Night 
28  Advent Family Workshop 
DECEMBER 
3  Preschool Christmas Storytime 
5  BPUMC Kids Christmas Pageant and     
    Churchwide Christmas Party 
11  BPUMC Kids Parents Night Out 
12  Churchwide Potluck Supper 
       Sanctuary Choir Christmas  
 Presentation 
15  BPUMC Students Christmas Party 
19  BPUMC Kids Sunday School Christmas 
 Party 
      Service of Lessons and Carols 
24  Christmas Eve Worship Services 
26  Blood Drive 

Well here we are! Madison and 
I could not be more excited to 
be joining the Bluff Park Unit-
ed Methodist Church family. 
We already feel an overwhelm-
ing sense of peace in this place, 
and that is largely because of 
the warm welcome that you 
have extended to us. Madison 
and I moved to Bluff Park in 

2019 while I was serving at Riverchase United Meth-
odist Church because it was where we wanted to live. 
Madison was already working at Shades Mountain Ele-
mentary as a 5th grade teacher, and for some reason 
we just felt drawn to the Bluff. Looking back, it is fun-
ny to see God pulling us up to this community while 
we had no idea what His plan was for us and Bluff 
Park. To put it simply, this church, this neighborhood, 
this community is exactly where we want to be.  

There are a lot of things that excite me about being 
a part of BPUMC, but what it really boils down to for 
me is this- I am excited to grow with you. I can’t wait 
to walk with you into the next chapter of BPUMC. I 
am so energized by my experience in both the Sanctu-
ary and the Chapel on Sunday mornings, the missions 
of this church are vibrant and Christ like, the small 
groups and Sunday School classes are building disci-
ples, and the staff is committed to being the hands 
and feet of Christ. I have jumped into the life of this 
church with both feet, and I can’t wait to see what our 
time together has to hold. 

Blessings, 
Rev. Ross Furio 



I'm so proud of our 
church family as we continue 
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic. So many members of 
our congregation have re-
ceived the vaccine and are 
able to be indoors without 
masks! Some people continue 
to wear masks in worship or 
in Sunday school either be-
cause they are being careful 
with the new Delta variant or 
because they have not re-
ceived the vaccine yet. We 
have taken the necessary steps 
to stay connected and to keep one another safe at the same time. 
Online worship and hybrid Sunday school classes will continue this 
fall so that everyone has a chance to connect. 

Remember that we all took vows as members of Bluff Park UMC. 
We have members who have just started their journey in faith here at 
our church and we also have members of this church who have been 
here for over 60 years. All of us made the vow to commit ourselves to 
pray for our church and our community and the world. All of us made 
the vow to be present and remain active. We all bear the responsibility 
to reach out to our friends and class members when we feel ourselves 
drifting away.  

We all made the vow to offer our gifts to God and to others 
through faithful giving and tithing as well as in serving others within 
the church family. We all bear the responsibility to discover our gifts 
and strengths and then to plug into serving. We all made the vow to 
serve others in the community and world. And, finally, we all made 
the vow to bear a Christian witness in our world.  

These vows are not rules to follow, but opportunities to become 
rooted in faith and community as well as opportunities to grow in 
grace! These vows are the ways in which we commit ourselves to God 
and to one another. Let's use this fall season to recommit to the vows 
we all made! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 11:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



Friends, this past year has been a time of second-mile 
generosity even in the midst of a global pandemic. Mem-
bers of our church family have pledged and have been giv-
ing to the "Preserving Beauty, Preserving Ministry" one-year 
capital campaign. We have received pledges totaling just 
over $600,000 and those gifts are coming in but we still 
need to finish faithfully this year. This campaign has al-
ready produced fruit in our church's ministry and in our 
facilities. Every stained glass window in the Education 
Building and in the Chapel is now protected and pre-
served. We are scheduled to begin work on the Sanctuary 
stained glass windows this fall. We have been able to up-
grade our cameras and sound for live-streaming worship in 
the Chapel and in the Sanctuary. A new chiller for the 
Sanctuary has been ordered and we are not having to dip 
into the church's main operating ministry budget for any of 
these expenses (as long as all of our pledges continue to 
come in this year!). Our church family is preserving the 
beauty in our Sanctuary and Chapel and is preserving the 
ministries and missions of our church in such a time as 
this. 

This fall, we will announce a brand new one-year capi-
tal campaign for 2022 that will focus on helping our 
church family connect our legacy to our shared future to-
gether. Our sacred connections to God and to one another 
can lead toward a bright and hopeful future. What others 
have established before us needs to be honored and cared 
for so that they can be used for ministry to the people in 
our community! We will be conducting an annual ministry 
operating budget campaign this fall as well as this NEW 
one-year capital campaign. Please be prayerful about how 
God is calling you to be generous to both of these concur-
rent campaigns in the fall. 

On August 10-12 from 10:00 am - 12:00 noon you are 
invited to participate in a spiritually-renewing Adult Vaca-
tion Bible School either in-person or online this August as 
we have guest speakers, music, and hymns, as well as time 
for fun and fellowship. This free event is open to all. We 
do strongly encourage registering for this event so that we 
can plan for all aspects of the event. You can register 
through Realm or by contacting the main office. Please 
make sure to be clear if you will participate in every day of 
Adult Bible School or in one or two if you will participate 
in person. Realm Link: https://bit.ly/3qypu9A 

The early days of the Church reveal to us the exciting, yet 
challenging, account of how God called and equipped early 
Christians to become the body of Christ.  Join us this fall 
as we encounter these stories from Acts of the Apostles, 
and see clearer than ever that their story, their call, and 
their mission is ours to finish.    

On August 15th, from 4—6pm 

You are invited to a free Back to School Bash in our 
church parking lot. There will be food, live music, a 

train ride, the 'Log Slammer', sports inflatables, a dunk 
tank, raffle prizes, Steel City Pops, and more!  

We will also be collecting monetary donations to benefit 
Room 35226, a mission of our church that provides 

school supplies and other aid to students in our commu-
nity who are in need of them.  

We look forward to celebrating with you as we kick off 
the new school year with fellowship and fun! 



  

The Children’s Ministry has had a wonderful summer! 
Camp on the Bluff and Vacation Bible School returned. 
Our events were scaled back compared to previous years, 
but it has been great being able to come together in person 
with our kids.  

Vacation Bible School and Camp on the Bluff would 
not have been possible without the love and support of 
everyone at Bluff Park UMC who prayed for this ministry, 
tithed to our church, volunteered at these events, and/or 
helped prepare for and clean up after these events. From 
the bottom of our hearts and on behalf of all of the chil-
dren: Thank You! We are proud to serve at such a loving, 
caring, and giving church! 

We now turn our attention to the beginning of the 
new school year! During the month of August, we will be 
encouraging our children to start their school year off 
right with prayer, love, and encouragement through a 
blessing of the backpacks ceremony on Sunday, August 
15th. Further, we will be providing our rising 3rd graders 
with their very own Bible, geared towards them at their age 
level, on the same day. And, we'll finish the day with a 
Back to School Celebration. Finally, Children's Wednes-
day Night Activities will return on Wednesday, August 
18th with a Kids and Students Wild Wednesday! 

August 15th 
We are hosting a Back to School Bash from 4pm-6pm in 
our parking lot featuring free food, inflatables, and live 
music from some local artists! Come by for a great time 
that will have something for the entire family as we kick 
off the fall together! 
  

August 18th 
Come join us for our first Midweek Meetup of the fall 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm! Dinner starts at 5:30 and will fea-
ture free Chick-fil-a for all Children and Students. At 
6:00 we will begin our Wild Wednesday event which will 
feature 3 surprise events for our Students and Children. 
  

August 25 
The week after our Wild Wednesday, come back for a $2 
dinner starting at 5:30 then stay for sometime to hang in 
the New Gym from 5:30-6:30 with Holy Ground (our 
Student led worship service) going from 6:30-7:30! 



 

John Archibald, Pulitzer 
Prize winning Alabama journal-
ist, will discuss his new book, 
Shaking the Gates of Hell on 
Monday, August 9th, at River-
chase United Methodist 
Church, 1953 Old Montgom-
ery Highway, from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m.  Admission is free and 
doors will open at 12:30 p.m. 

In the words of the publish-
er, “growing up in the Ameri-
can South of the 1960’s, as an 
all-American white boy, son of 
a long line of Methodist preach-
ers, in the midst of the civil rights revolution and discover-
ing the culpability of silence within the church led to the 
writing of this book”.  

John will talk about his book, describing coming to 
grips with the civil rights of his youth in Birmingham and 
share his year away as a Neiman Foundation Fellow at 
Harvard, with a sprinkling of observations about Alabama 
politics. Archibald is a columnist for the Alabama Media 
Group. His columns appear in The Birmingham News, 
The Huntsville Times, the Mobile Press Register, AL.com 
and its social brand, Reckon.  This program is sponsored 

by Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) of Greater 
Birmingham. 

 

Take A Hike was born out 
of a need to stay connected dur-
ing the more isolating portions 
of the pandemic, and we've 
been building meaningful com-
munity one outdoor adventure 
at a time ever since. Our out-
door adventures are guided 
events where like-minded sisters 
in Christ share stories, laugh-
ter, and encouragement on the 
trails.   

We're beating the heat in July with 7:30 PM hikes and 
walks in Ross Bridge on Tuesdays; and 8:30 AM Saturday 
hikes at Red Mountain Park and Moss Rock Preserve!  We 
offer Intro hikes/walks (level paths with less total trail 
time), and more Moderate hikes (changes in elevation and 
path type, as well as more total time on the trail).  Looking 
forward to seeing you on the trails SOON and bring a 
friend! 

For more information:  https://bit.ly/3zQiBUH 

Reverend Jessica Lane  
The Church at Ross Bridge 
jessica@rossbridge.church 

In their plastics recycling workshop, the Church of the 
Reconciler (COTR) has been able to produce carabiners, 
flowerpots, and bookmarks – all from #2 and #5 plastic 
waste. They are partnering with Community on the Rise 
to employ community members in the recycling workshop 
so they can help clean up Birmingham while also earning 
money and learning new skills.  

You Can Help – BPUMC’s United Methodist Wom-
en are collecting and delivering the requested items to 
COTR. If you can donate any of the following items, 
please place them in the box in the office directly across 
from Rev. Mike Holly’s office. Questions? Contact Carol 
Westbrook at cdwest43@gmail.com. 

 
 Plastic bottle caps or lids (clean) 
 Any clean #5 plastics – includes bottle caps 

and jar lids without metal 
 Any clean #2 plastics – includes straws, most 

store bags, and milk, iced tea and some fruit 
juice jugs 

 Old irons and panini presses (must have flat 
griddles) 

 Plastic safety goggles 

 
In June, 248 households received food from 

BPUMC’s Food Pantry (Pantry on the Bluff). The follow-
ing were also given out: 

 
 8,200 children’s diapers 
 150 children’s pull-up diapers 
 1,332 adult diapers  

 
Our thanks to the 44 volunteers who prepared for and 

operated the July Pantry on the Bluff. 



August 1  
John 6:24-35 | Psalm 34 

August 2  
Ephesians 4:17-24 | Psalm 77 

August 3  
Deuteronomy 8:1-20 | Psalm 81 

August 4  
Isaiah 55:1-9 | Psalm 82 

August 5  
Romans 15:1-6 | Psalm 84 

August 6  
Galatians 6:1-10 | Psalm 24 

August 7  
Matthew 7:7-11 | Psalm 90 

August 8  
John 6:35, 41-51 | Psalm 19 

August 9  
Ephesians 5:1-14 | Psalm 97 

August 10  
Ruth 2:1-23 | Psalm 99 

August 11  
2 Peter 3:14-18 | Psalm 101 

August 12  
John 6:35-40 | Psalm 102 

August 13  
Acts 6:8-15 | Psalm 33 

August 14  
Romans 16:17-20 | Psalm 46 

August 15  
John 6:51-58 | Psalm 115 

August 16  
Acts 6:1-7 | Psalm 121 

August 17  
Genesis 45:1-15 | Psalm 123 

August 18  
Genesis 47:13-26 | Psalm 128 

August 19  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Psalm 132 
August 20  

Romans 13:11-14 | Psalm 140 
August 21  

Luke 11:5-13 | Psalm 144 
August 22  

John 6:56-69 | Psalm 112 
August 23  

Nehemiah 9:1-15 | Psalm 4 
August 24  

Nehemiah 9:16-31 | Psalm 86 
August 25  

John 15:16-25 | Psalm 14 
August 26  

Exodus 32:1-14 | Psalm 16 
August 27  

Exodus 32:15-35 | Psalm 22 
August 28  

James 1:1-16 | Psalm 20 
August 29  

James 1:17-27 | Psalm 114 
August 30  

1 Timothy 4:6-16 | Psalm 25 
August 31  

1 Peter 2:19-25 | Psalm 26 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
Congratulations to Kaeli and Adam Wilkins on the birth of a son, Sean 

Owen on July 1st.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Carolyn Ar-

thur who passed away on July 1st. Our thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ily in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Bill Adair 
who passed away on July 2nd. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family 
in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Dianne 
Neilson who passed away on July 2nd. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Karla Bahr on the passing 
of her husband Michael on July 18th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

During the difficult days of the COVID-19 pandemic, members of our 
church family made gifts and pledges to help us preserve the beauty of our Sanc-
tuary and Chapel as well as to ensure that the ministries of our church continue.  
We were well on our way through that campaign until midway through 2021 
when giving to our Building Campaign began to slow dramatically.  If you have 
made a pledge to the Preserving Beauty/Preserving Ministry campaign or if you 
are now at a place where you are able to give to that campaign, please consider 
making a generous gift to the Building Fund.  Your continued generosity to our 
Ministry Operating Fund as well as the Building Fund ensures that our minis-
tries continue to help others through these times. 

On Thursday mornings a group of quilters, led by Barbara Hollyfield, gather 
in the Seekers classroom to sew. Working with donated fabric, they produce 5 
quilts every month that are sent to the First Light Center for Homeless Women 
and Children in Birmingham. They are also creating 9 full queen-size Christmas 
quilts to give to the permanent residents at First Light. In addition to quilts, they 
create Love Mattes for people with special needs. 

You can help. The group is 14 members strong, but they are always looking 
for new folks to join them on Thursdays. No matter your skill level, there is 
work you can do. They are also in need of fabric donations. 

Fabric donations can be dropped off at the office during business hours. 
Contact the office if you want more information about joining the group.  



BUILDING FUND 
Alan Hallmark, by Bob and Pan Cahoon 
Barbara Morgan, by John and Cathy Brown 
BUNDLES OF HOPE 
Barbara Erwin, by Jim and Sara Perry 
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
Bill and Peggy Best, by Tim and Ellen Finley 
CHRISTIN CROCKETT SCHOLARSHIP 
Alan Hallmark, by Jim and Sara Perry 
FOOD PANTRY 
Barbara Morgan, by Jim and Sara Perry 
Butch Powell, by Gary and Eva Click 
OPERATING FUND 
Bill Adair, by Charles Adair, Mark and Jill Adair, The 
Crest Neighborhood, William Estes, Odessa Harbor, 
Alanna Ralph, Joy Smallwood, Walter and Joan Valen-
tine 

Carolyn Arthur, by Terry and Ann Bice, Mike and Sandy 
Miller 
Pat Elliott, by Margaret Holland 
Dianne Neilson, by Demopolis High School Class of 
1958, Kenneth and Patricia Hubbard, Buck and Mary 
Bess Powell 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
Carolyn Arthur, by David and Jeannie Jenkins 
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT 
Patty Elliott, by Jason and Sarah Lewis 

CHOIR 
Elizabeth Davis, by Tim and Ellen Finley 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
Pony Thompson, by Curtis and Paula Thompson 
UNDER THE BRIDGE 
Mike Miller, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

On Sunday mornings the weekly Traditional worship Livestream can 
be found on our website, our Facebook page, and the church’s YouTube 
channel. The link to the livestream page is on the upper right of the web-
site homepage and will take you to the Livestream page.  

If you are not able to tune in to the live broadcast, the full service re-
cording is available immediately after the service on the Livestream page, 
Facebook, and YouTube. 

Our Livestream is available every week. No matter what happens in the 
weeks ahead, you can stay connected and worship with your church family 
here at Bluff Park. 

Sunday, August 1 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, August 2 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Wednesday, August 4 
7:00 am  Food Pantry 
6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 5 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Sunday, August 8 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Tuesday, August 10 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
10:00 am Adult VBS 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, August 11 
10:00 am Adult VBS 
6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 12 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 

10:00 am Adult VBS 
6:00 pm  Senior High Boys Small  
  Group  
Friday, August 13 
12:00 pm Friendship Class Dinner 
Sunday, August 15 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Back to School Bash 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Wednesday, August 18 
5:30 pm  BPUMC Kids and Students 
  Wild Wednesday 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 19 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:00 pm  Senior High Boys Small  
  Group  
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, August 22 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 

11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, August 23 
10:00 am UMW Joy Circle 
Tuesday, August 24 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, August 25 
5:30 pm  BPUMC Kids and Students 
  Wednesday Activities 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, August 26 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:00 pm  Senior High Boys Small  
  Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Fridayday, August 27 
5:00 pm  Fisherman Class Dinner 
Sunday, August 29 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
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August 15th, from 4—6pm 

You are invited to a free Back to School Bash in our church parking lot. There will be food, live music, a train ride, the 
'Log Jammer', sports inflatables, a dunk tank, raffle prizes, Steel City Pops, and more!  

We will also be collecting monetary donations to benefit Room 35226, a mission of our church that provides school 
supplies and other aid to students in our community who are in need of them.  

We look forward to celebrating with you as we kick off the new school year with fellowship and fun! 


