
I am so very honored and blessed to be 
one of the pastors at Bluff Park UMC. This 
is my family's church, too. My children are in 
Sunday school and my son will start Confir-
mation Class this January. Our family sup-
ports the ministries and mission of God in 
and through this wonderful church with an 
annual commitment card. 

Here are three reasons we do this: 

1. We want to thank God. Giving to the 
church is a way of demonstrating our 
gratitude for all of the blessings that 
God provides to us. 

2. We believe in the mission of our 
church. God calls us to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world around us. We believe that 
this is critical work. 

3. Julie and I want to be an example for 
our children. Generosity is more than 
just a nice thing to do. It is part of liv-
ing out our faith. Our hope is that by 
learning from our example, our chil-
dren will grow up to be gener-
ous followers of Jesus Christ. 

I encourage you to turn in your 2022 
Ministry Operating Budget Commitment 
Card before the end of 2021! You can also 
set up recurring gifts to the church through 
Realm. Visit www.bluffparkumc.org/give for 
more information!  

 

 

The Advent and Christmas season is an important and 
cherished time in the life of the church. We prepare to cele-
brate the birth of the Christ Child throughout the season of 
Advent with a special Advent sermon series in Traditional 
Worship and The Gathering, a special Choral Traditional 
Worship service, and Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship. 

December 5 and 12  
 10:00 am in the Sanctuary - Traditional Worship  
 11:00 am in the Chapel - The Gathering at Bluff 

Park (a Modern Worship Service)  
December 19  

 10:00 am in the Sanctuary - Choral Worship Ser-
vice “Savior of the Nations Come”  

 11:00 am in the Chapel - The Gathering at Bluff 
Park (a Modern Worship Service)  

Christmas Eve Worship Services  
 December 24 at 3:00 and 5:00 pm - Traditional 

Worship Christmas Eve Candlelight and Holy 
Communion in the Sanctuary 

 December 24 at 5:00 pm - The Gathering Christ-
mas Eve in the Chapel  

Online Christmas Eve Services  
Join the Livestream of our Christmas Eve worship services 

live from the Sanctuary or Chapel:  
 3:00 pm - Traditional Worship  
 5:00 pm - The Gathering Christmas Eve  

Recorded replays of the online services are available immediately 
following the conclusion of each service on our website, YouTube 
channel, and Facebook page. 
December 26  

 10:00 am in the Sanctuary - Traditional Worship  
 11:00 am in the Chapel - The Gathering at Bluff 

Park (a Modern Worship Service) 



The trend towards nostal-
gia amplified during the pan-
demic. It was all too common 
to have reboots of movies or 
television shows beforehand, 
but it has really picked up in 
the last year as people have 
turned back to soul-soothing 
traditions and familiar enter-
tainment to binge watch. 
During times of stress or in 
facing the unknown, we often 
turn back to the places or 
sources of comfort and joy. 

All the way back in 2017, 
Stephanie Remington of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership saw this trend happening in her 
community, especially during Advent and Christmas. She wrote: “We 
want to hear the same Scriptures and stories. We want to see the famil-
iar colors and lights and decorations. We want to sing the same famil-
iar hymns. We want to eat the same foods. We want to participate in 
the same activities — stringing popcorn and cranberries, thumbing 
through the Sears Wish Book, watching the same old movies, or bak-
ing Christmas cookies.” 

Her point is that while traditions help give us meaning and 
grounding, they can also serve as a means of grace for us. They can 
serve as a way for us to “experience God’s grace through others—not 
only to find comfort in the midst of loss, but to find hope in the re-
freshed hearing of God’s promise for the world…” Traditions can be 
nostalgic pathways that take us on to something more.  

I hope that for you and your family this Advent and Christmas. I 
hope that you will bring out the same old traditions — but to look at 
them with new eyes. I hope that you will treasure the stories and mem-
ories and ask what differences they have made in your life and in your 
faith. I hope that you will attend worship and allow the Chrismon tree 
and the Advent Wreath to transport you into God’s steadfast promises 
in Christ Jesus. And I hope that as you pass the flame to others on 
Christmas Eve that you remember our shared call to take the light we 
receive in Christ out into the world.  

I also hope that you will invite others to join in these powerful tra-
ditions whether they be in your own home or here at your church. In-
vite people into this sacred season and see how they are also transport-
ed by the Holy Spirit onto the pathway to something more. As Re-
mington concluded in 2017: “The spirit and story of Christmas…is the 
one story most longed for and celebrated regardless of our religious 
affiliations. What an opportunity to share the good news.” 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 11:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



SPECIAL TAX INCENTIVES EXTENDED FOR 2021 
In 2021, cash contributions (checks, cash, ACH, etc.) are deductible up to 100% of a donor’s 

adjusted gross income (AGI). Ordinarily, these deductions are limited to 60% of AGI. 
RETIREMENT PLANS – IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER 

Donors who are 70 1⁄2 or older can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from 
their IRA of up to $100,000 annually. Donating from a retirement account offers the donor the 
opportunity to make a donation without experiencing capital gains taxation. The QCD should be 
donated directly to your organization and is exempt from income tax to the donor. As always, en-
courage your members to seek advice from their personal financial advisors. 
GIFTS OF APPRECIATED STOCKS OR BONDS 

As in prior years, donors may be able to decrease their tax liabilities by contributing stocks, 
bonds, or mutual funds that have experienced capital gains. Donors receive an income tax charita-
ble deduction for the value of the security when they make the donation to their church or non-
profit. The donor is able to avoid paying taxes on the capital gains they would have paid if they 
had sold the security rather than donated it. To receive this benefit, it is important to transfer 
ownership before the security is sold. For your gift to apply to the current tax year, the securities 
must be in the account of the local church (or our Foundation) by December 31st. So, allow plen-
ty of lead time for your broker to complete this transaction. 
GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE 

A charitable gift of real estate can be especially tax advantageous. If a home, vacation home, 
acreage or farm property has appreciated in value over the years – its sale could result in a sizable 
capital gains tax. If the real estate is given to the church prior to the sale, you can avoid the tax and 
realize a charitable deduction for the full fair market value of the real estate. One could even con-
sider a bargain sale transaction with half of the funds to the church and the other half to the do-
nor. 
GIFTS OF LIFE INSURANCE 

When you name the church as the owner and beneficiary of a life insurance policy, it usually 
offers you a tax advantage in the year you make the gift. You can take a charitable deduction ap-
proximately equal to the cash value at the time of the gift. Additionally, continued payments of 
premiums may qualify as charitable tax deductions each year. 

CELEBRATING GIFTS AND YEAR-
END GIVING 

Churches typically receive as much as 
25% of their gifts in the last two months 
of the year. Changing tax laws may impact 
your giving options. As you make your 
plans to complete your 2021 financial 
commitment, here is some additional 
information to help you with your giving 
decisions. Please note that this infor-
mation is listed for educational purposes. 
Please consult your personal financial 
advisor to know what is best for their 
circumstances. 

Join us on Sunday, December 12 th at 5:30 p.m. for 
our Church-Wide Family Christmas Dinner. The $12 per 
person individually packaged meal will include: Roasted 
Pork Loin, Loaded Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, a yeast 
roll, and a surprise dessert. An optional children’s menu is 
two slices of pizza for $4. To reserve your dinner and pay 
on-line go to https://bit.ly/3FzcG9b. For help registering 
or to pay by cash or check, please come by or call the 
church office at 205-822-0910. [Dinner reservation and pay-
ment deadline is Monday, December 6th!] 

The church office will be closed for Christmas Eve on 
Friday, December 24th and Monday, December 27th. The 
church office will also be closed for New Year’s Eve on 
Friday, December 31st and Monday, January 3rd. 

The Women's Retreat is coming up February 5th—6th 
and we are making plans. Registration will open Decem-
ber 1st and close December 10th. We have a short win-
dow so we want you to put it on your calendar now. Space 
is limited so please mark your calendar to register by De-
cember 10th! Our theme is RECONNECT and we cannot 
wait to 'reconnect' with you. 

Giving Tuesday, November 30th, is a day that encour-
ages people to make charitable contributions. The day 
stands in contrast to Black Friday and Cyber Monday -- the 
heavy shopping days after the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday. 
Since its beginning in 2012, Giving Tuesday has grown 
into a global movement that inspires hundreds of millions 
of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity. 

Giving Tuesday is always five days after the U.S. Thanks-
giving Day, so this year it falls on November 30th. 

On Giving Tuesday, we have several mission projects/
programs that are of special interest to our church family 
and need your prayers and contributions. If you would 
like to make a monetary donation to any of the following, 
please make your donation to BPUMC and indicate the 
name of the mission/program/project that the money is 
for.  

 Festival of Three Kings (to purchase Christmas 
gifts for local children in need) 

 White Christmas Offering (for the United Method-
ist Children’s Homes in Alabama) 

 Church of the Reconciler (local) 
 Fountain of Love/Fair Haven (local) 
 McCoy Adult Day Care (local) 
 United Community Center/Riley Center (local) 
 Urban Ministry (local) 
 MPower Ministries (local) 
 Church World Service (in partnership the United 

Methodist Commission on Relief assists refugees, 
immigrants, and internally displaced persons) 

 United Methodist Rise Against Hunger (feeding 
the world’s most vulnerable children) 

 BPUMC’s Chile Mission Support (international) 
 Church World Service (in partnership the United 

Methodist Commission on Relief assists refugees, 
immigrants, and internally displaced persons) 

 BPUMC’s Under the Bridge (feeding the homeless) 
 BPUMC’s Pantry on the Bluff (Food Pantry) 
 BPUMC’s Bundles of Hope (to purchase diapers to 

distribute in conjunction with the Pantry on the 
Bluff) 

 BPUMC’s Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (to help 
church members or members of the community) 



  

As Thanksgiving has recently passed and Christmas is fast approaching, it seems a great 
time to reflect on and celebrate the ways God has blessed the Children’s Ministry at Bluff 
Park UMC in the midst of an unpredictable 2021. In the past year: 

 The Children’s Ministry packed, delivered, and hid Easter Eggs for over 60 
families of our church and community. 

 We offered an in person Camp on the Bluff and Vacation Bible School for 
the children of our church. 

 The children of our church packed school supply starter kits for 150 children 
in Bluff Park who were in need of them, and these supplies were delivered at 
the beginning of the school year. 

 A Halloween Drive Thru for our community was offered in the parking lot of 
our church, and each car that came through was greeted by the smiling faces of our church members, 
heard about our church through their car radios, and received bags of candy from our church. 

 A weekly virtual Children’s Church service was offered throughout the year for those in our congregation 
and community who were unable to attend our in person worship services due to Covid-19 concerns. 

 We continued to provide age appropriate Bibles to the children of our church at three key points 
throughout their spiritual journey: when they are baptized, when they enter Kindergarten, and when 
they enter the 3rd grade. 

 In all of our ministries, we continue to teach the children of our church and our community how much 
God loves them, how they can form a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, how they can grow in 
that relationship, and how they can share the love of God with others! 

God has truly blessed the Children’s Ministry in 2021, and we could not have accomplished everything above with-
out the help of such a loving and caring congregation. Whether you prayed for us, volunteered with us, contributed 
your tithes and offerings, or loved on the children of our church in any way, we could not have done it without you! 
Thank you for investing in the lives of the children of our church and our community, and thank you for helping us 
have such a great year! Merry Christmas! 

Our Student Ministry exists to reach out to students in 
our congregation and community and give them a place 
where they can learn, play, worship, grow, and mature to-
gether. All Students currently in 6th-12th grade are wel-
come to attend! We strive to create an atmosphere where 
all students can feel welcome to explore their faith and dis-
cover things about God and themselves. To get our weekly 
email newsletter full of upcoming events, email mhen-
don@bpumc.org  

Christmas Party December 15th! 
Join us from 5:30-7:30 on December 15th for our Dirty 

Santa Christmas Party! If you want to participate in Dirty 
Santa bring a wrapped present (not worth more than $10). 
It will be a fun night full of games, food, fellowship, and 
lots of Christmas cheer!  

Sr. High Discovery January 7th-8th 
Come join us for our first ever Sr. High only Discovery! 

The focus will be on leadership and we will be working to 
create good leadership skills and knowledge with our Sr. 
High group as we continue to approach our annual Discov-
ery. We will be going through talks and activities dealing 
with our personalities, tendencies, and how we can grow as 
leaders! It will be a great 2 days of learning, fun, and fellow-
ship with our Sr. High leaders!   

 



For all Adults! On Wednesday, December 8th at 
10am, join us in the Chapel for music and an inspiration-
al talk by Rev. Angela Martin (former Associate Minister 
at BPUMC). An optional boxed lunch of a turkey wrap, 
fresh fruit, a brownie, and beverages will be available im-
mediately after the program, in the Fellowship Hall for 
$10 per person. To reserve your lunch and pay on-line, 
please go to https://bit.ly/3qVGpVH. For help registering 
or to pay by cash or check, please come by or call the 
church office at 205-822-0910. [Lunch reservation and 
payment deadline is Monday, December 6th!] 

For all Adults! On Wednesday, December 22nd, join 

us for a bus trip to Anniston, AL to eat at the famous 
Classic on Noble restaurant. Busses will depart from the 
church at 9:30am and will return about 2:00pm. When 
you register, you will select the lunch of your choice. 
[Reservation deadline is Monday, December 20th.] 

We have a 
limited num-
ber of 6” or 
10” metal ad-
vent wreaths 
with candles 
that are availa-
ble on a first 
come, first 
serve basis. 
You may want one for you, your family or for someone 
you would like to share this Christmas tradition with. Re-
member, the first Sunday of Advent is November 28th! If 
interested, please send an email to adultminis-
try@bpumc.org or call the church office. 

The Festival of Three Kings is an annual opportunity 
for us to help others experience the joy of Christmas by 
providing gifts to children. Normally, individuals or groups 
sign up and are given a wish list to shop for a child. This 
year, we would like to request monetary donations that we 
can use to shop for the children. You may still sponsor a 
child individually or as a Sunday School class, family, or 
other group. We plan to spend a maximum of $100 per 
child, but any donation amount is appreciated. Donations 
may be turned into the Bluff Park Financial Office, speci-
fied for Festival of Three Kings. Please contact Debi Whit-
comb (205 979-7626) if you have any questions.  

Each December on National Wreaths Across America 
Day, wreath-laying ceremonies are held at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and at more than 2,100 additional loca-
tions in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad. The mission 
of this day is to Remember (our fallen U.S. veterans), Hon-
or (those who serve) and Teach (your children the value of 

freedom). If you are interested in sponsoring a wreath or 
volunteering to help lay the wreaths, go to the national 
website at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. In the 
top right corner, click on menu. You can search for numer-
ous sites in the Birmingham area and for how you can 
help. 



December 1  
Philippians 1:3-11 | Psalm 12 

December 2  
Hebrews 1:1-14 | Psalm 13 

December 3  
Hebrews 5:1-10 | Psalm 14 

December 4  
Isaiah 11:1-11 | Psalm 15 

December 5  
Psalm 62:5-8 | Psalm 16 

December 6  
Genesis 2:4-25 | Psalm 17 

December 7  
Genesis 3:1-24 | Psalm 20 

December 8  
Isaiah 7:1-17 | Psalm 115 

December 9  
Psalm 89:1-18 | Psalm 15 

December 10  
Isaiah 40:1-5 | Psalm 25 

December 11  
Micah 5:1-9 | Psalm 26 

December 12  
Isaiah 9:2-7 | Psalm 28 

December 13  
Psalm 105:1-11 | Psalm 31 

December 14  
Ezekiel 34:1-16 | Psalm 35 

December 15  
Ezekiel 34:17-31 | Psalm 38 

December 16  
Isaiah 52:1-12 | Psalm 42 

December 17  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 | Psalm 43 

December 18  
Malachi 3:1-4 | Psalm 44 

December 19  
Isaiah 66:5-11 | Psalm 45 

December 20  
Micah 4:1-5 | Psalm 47 

December 21  
Luke 1:26-38 | Psalm 48 

December 22  
Matthew 1:18-25 | Psalm 49 

December 23  
Luke 1:39-56 | Psalm 52 

December 24  
Luke 2:1-20 | Psalm 96 

December 25  
John 1:1-18 | Psalm 98 

December 26  
Matthew 2:1-12 | Psalm 148 

December 27  
Matthew 2:13-23 | Psalm 54 

December 28  
Colossians 1:15-20 | Psalm 55 

December 29  
Colossians 3:12-17 | Psalm 61 

December 30  
Luke 2:41-52 | Psalm 62 

December 31  
Philippians 2:5-11 | Psalm 90 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
Congratulations to  Alicia and Christian Tan on the birth of a son, Ben-

nett Lukas on November 3rd.  
Congratulations to Cassidy and Chris Dickson on the birth of a son, Mac 

Owen on November 6th.  
Congratulations to Kaitlin and Tim Johnson on the birth of a son, Beck-

ett William on November 15th.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Robert Gurley on the pass-

ing of his wife Denise on November 17th. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family in their time of loss. 

United Methodist Children’s Home has 
changed their name to Embrace Alabama 
Kids, but their mission remains the same:  
heal children, unite families, and change 
lives in northern Alabama. Each Advent, 
our church takes up the ‘White Christmas 
Offering’ in support of this ministry. 
Through your support, children are placed 
in safe and loving foster homes and are 
able to continue to be cared for in college 
as they transition into independent adult-
hood. Simply assign checks or envelopes to 
"White Christmas Offering" in morning 
worship throughout Advent, or by drop-
ping off your gift in our Financial Office. 
The White Christmas Offering is spon-
sored by the Bluff Park United Appeal 
Fund. 

There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive in the Bluff Park UMC gym on Sun-
day, December 26th, from 7:30am—12:30pm. Please make time to stop by and 
give the gift of life. A Red Cross Donor Card or photo ID is required to make a 
donation. To schedule an appointment to donate, call 1-800-Red-Cross or visit 
their website at Red-CrossBlood.org and use the keyword BPUMC. 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Peggy White, by Harold and Marilyn Jacobs 
FOOD PANTRY 
Wayne Walton, by A.V. and Mary Marlow 
Peggy White, by James and Linda Brown 
MISSIONS FUND 
Wayne Walton, by Leonette slay 
OPERATING FUND 
Preston Huddleston, by Donna Bagwell, Charlie and Jennifer 
Regan 
Wayne Walton, by E. Carolyn Brill, Southern Nuclear Retir-
ees 

Peggy White, by Charles and Kay Reeves 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
Preston Huddleston, by Bob and Ann Nelson 
Wayne Walton, by Bob and Patsy Cummings, Curtis and Pau-
la Thompson, Bradley and Charlotte Word 
SENIORS MINISTRY 
Peggy White, by Ronald and Judith Catalon 
UMCOR 
Bob Rogers, by Randy and Michele Patterson 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
J.B. Dover, by Charles and Esther Stephens 
Preston Huddleston, by Charles and Esther Stephens 

  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Wednesday, December 1 
7:00 am  Food Pantry 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
6:00 pm  Children's Choir Rehearsal  
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, December 2 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Friday, December 3 
5:30 pm  Christmas Family Night 
Saturday, December 4 
3:00 pm  Parents Night Out:  
  Christmas Edition 
Sunday, December 5 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, December 6 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, December 8 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
10:00 am Faith Focus Program 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, December 9 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Friday, December 10 
5:00 pm  Fishermen Class Dinner 
Saturday, December 11 
4:00 pm  Covenant Class Christmas  
  Party 
Sunday, December 12 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:30 pm  Christmas Family Dinner 
Monday, December 13 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
10:00 am  UMW Joy Circle Christmas 
  Party 

Tuesday, December 14 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, December 15 
5:30 pm  Student Christmas Party 
6:00 pm  Faithful and Inclusive Bible 
  Study  
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm  Children's Choir Rehearsal  
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, December 16 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, December 19 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
9:00 am  Kids Sunday School  
  Christmas Party  
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, December 20 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, December 22 
9:45 am  Wednesday with Friends  
  Trip to Anniston  
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, December 23 
  Office Closed  
Friday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
  OFFICE CLOSED  
3:00 pm   Traditional Christmas Eve  
  Candlelight Worship 
5:00 pm   The Gathering Christmas  
  Eve Worship 
5:00 pm   Traditional Christmas Eve  
  Candlelight Worship  
Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 26 
7:30 am  Red Cross Blood Drive 

9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
11:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, December 27 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, December 29 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, December 30 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Friday, December 31—New Year’s Eve 
  OFFICE CLOSED  
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