
 
In January we made a move in 

The Gathering that I have had my 
sights on since arriving at Bluff Park 
UMC. We moved our service time 
from 11am to 10am on Sunday 
mornings.  There were two main 
reasons why Mike and I felt like this 
time-change was the right next step 
for The Gathering and for BPUMC 
as a whole. The first was the strain 
that our old worship time put on 
folks in The Gathering who wanted to attend Sunday School, 
whether it be children, youth, or adults. When the service was at 
11 it meant that if you attended Sunday School you had to wait 
an hour after your class before worship began.  Moving to 10 am 
fixed that problem and led to some new folks getting plugged 
into Sunday School classes for the first time.  The second reason 
was to move one step closer to bringing together our two wor-
shiping communities. My hope is that folks who typically wor-
ship in The Gathering might catch a wild hair and go worship in 
the Sanctuary one Sunday, and vice versa with folks who normal-
ly worship in the Sanctuary. The more our two worshiping com-
munities can hear one another’s stories, and look each other in 
the eye, the better. This will create more opportunities for that 
to happen.  

The last time I wrote about The Gathering in our monthly 
newsletter we had hired our new worship leader Davis Haines.  
Let me just say, if you have not swung by The Chapel one Sun-
day since he started you are missing out. He has hit the ground 
running, and his passion for music, worship and leading folks to 
experience the presence of God is contagious. I feel extremely 
lucky to work with him, and I hope if you haven’t already you 
will swing by and introduce yourself sometime soon. We are 
building a lot of positive momentum in The Gathering, and I 
am really looking forward to whatever it is that God has planned 
in 2022 for our community up on the bluff. I hope you are too! 

- Rev. Ross Furio 

One of the most important opportunities for 
service in the local church is the staff-parish 
relations committee (sometimes referred to as 
the pastor-parish relations committee). The 
staff-parish relations committee (SPRC) essen-
tially exists to ensure that essential ministry 
occurs in the life of the church either by staff-
ing the church with ministers or lay employees 
or by empowering those employees to recruit 
volunteers for the work of ministry. The SPRC 
also serves as a liaison between the local 
church and the District Superintendent and 
Cabinet related to the fitness of clergy to the 
church. At the first meeting of the 2022 Staff-
Parish Relations Committee, our three cler-
gypersons (Rev. Mike Holly, Rev. Ross Furio, 
and Rev. Stanley Davidson) all requested to 
return for another year of ministry beginning 
in July 2022. The SPRC also requested in the 
provided forms for all three clergypersons to 
return to Bluff Park UMC for another year. 
While the needs of the annual conference can 
sometimes change such requests, our pastors 
and our SPRC believe we have the right clergy 
team for this season of ministry and we hope 
that all three will be reappointed at Annual 
Conference 2022 this summer. 



How does a church stay 
united? This has been a 
theme in our LifeTrack:Daily 
Scripture readings at the mid-
point of January. Paul, in his 
New Testament writings, ad-
monishes us to stay united to 
Christ and to one another. I 
have always heard it said that 
the only way to ensure church 
unity is to ensure that every 
single church member is con-
stantly growing toward Christ 
and Christlikeness. The more 
we know and love God, the 
more we can know and love one another and appreciate how we are 
all children of the same loving and merciful God.  

Church unity is always more difficult than a nice and simple direc-
tional diagram or spiritual mantra. Church unity is always a commit-
ment and a form of worship to God. Being committed to one another 
within a church family is part of how we demonstrate that we are 
growing in love and godliness. Remember that God loves others and 
seeks to remain in their lives as to influence them towards His Son. 
That is part of our role as a church family - to remain/abide with 
Christ as we remain/abide with one another and help one another 
grow.  

Andy Stanley recently shared some insights on church unity: Pas-
tors need to "help your churches identify the enemy. It is not the Dem-
ocrats. It is not the Republicans. It is not state and local government. 
The enemy is division. That's exactly what Jesus prayed we would nev-
er give in to, because he knew at the end of the day, if we're divided, 
the world will not have a clear picture of who he is and who sent him."  

As I reflect upon where we are at this point and time in our lives 
together, it gives me great hope and a renewed vision for church unity. 
The church and its health is never just up to the pastor. It is never just 
up to the elected leaders or even to the denomination. The church 
and its health is up to the members of the body collectively being root-
ed in faith, growing in grace, and staying united in our identity as the 
Body of Christ. 

. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 10:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



The Bargains on the Bluff 
Spring Virtual Sale is coming! 
Join us for our online consign-
ment sale starting Monday Febru-
ary 21st at 6pm through Friday 
February 25th 11:59pm. All pro-
ceeds from the sale support our 
children's ministry and our 
award winning parent's day out program, Little Imagina-
tions! We've got all things maternity, kids, and babies as 
well as Jr's and women’s clothes, shoes, and accessories! 
Want to shop early? Consider consigning or volunteering! 
For more information on everything go to bargainson-
thebluff.com. 

Season 2 of the Grow Deeper podcast with pastors Mike 
Holly and Ross Furio has begun! In the fall, Mike and 
Ross began the podcast with a series of conversaions about 
how to grow in faith and life. As we move into a new sea-
son, we are adding the weekly sermons from Traditional 
Worship and The Gathering to the podcast. This is the 
place to catch up on sermons you missed or want to hear 
again. The podcast is available on our website or you can 
search in your favorite podcast app such as Apple Pod-
casts, Amazon Music, Spotify, Stitcher, and more. Learn 
more at: bluffparkumc.org/the-grow-deeper-podcast/ 

Our current one-year capital campaign has gotten off 
to a very good start, but we are still just under $60,000 
away from our goal of $400,000 pledged for various capital 
needs in our church facilities. That $60,000 is about the 
cost of a new bus. We are so very thankful for the families 
that have given or pledged just over $341,000 towards this 
vital capital campaign in 2022. If you have not yet com-
pleted a Capital Campaign commitment card for 2022, 
please contact the church's financial staff at (205) 822-
0910 or visit www.bluffparkumc.org/give. 

SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER 
Featuring  

The Hoover Jazz Band 



  

We in the Children’s Ministry at Bluff Park UMC are com-
mitted to offering our Vacation Bible School free of charge, so 
that any child that would like to attend VBS is able to attend. 
One of the primary ways that we are able to offer this free min-
istry for such a large number of children is through proceeds 
from Bargains on the Bluff, our church’s semi-annual Mommy 
and Me Consignment Sale. This year’s sale will be held on the 
last week of February, and we need your help! First, we need 
volunteers to help before and after the sale. There are many 
ways that people of all ages can help! To learn more about how 
you can volunteer, please contact Melissa Hendon at mhen-
don@bpumc.org. Secondly, we would love for as many people 
as possible to shop at Bargains on the Bluff. Every dollar you 
spend helps children be able to attend Vacation Bible School, 
and to learn about the love of Jesus Christ while they are there! 
We hope that you will make time to volunteer and/or shop at 
Bargains on the Bluff this year! 

The Children’s Ministry will be spending much of the 
month of February planning for three upcoming events: our 
community Easter Egg Hunt, Camp on the Bluff, and Vacation 
Bible School. Would you join us in praying for each of these 
events, the volunteers who help make them possible, and espe-
cially for the children and families that attend these events? We 
are excited for what has already happened in 2022, and cannot 
wait to see what God has in store for our children throughout 
the rest of this year! 

Our Student Ministry exists to reach out to students in 
our congregation and community and give them a place 
where they can learn, play, worship, grow, and mature to-
gether. All Students currently in 6th-12th grade are wel-
come to attend! We strive to create an atmosphere where 
all students can feel welcome to explore their faith and 
discover things about God and themselves. To get our 
weekly email newsletter full of upcoming events, email 
mhendon@bpumc.org  

Volunteer Meeting February 13th 9-10am 
    Are you looking for a way to get involved with our 

Youth/ Children’s Ministry? Come join us in the fellow-
ship hall from 9-10 (during the Sunday School Hour) on 
Sunday February 13th. Both the Children’s Director (Rev. 
Stanley Davidson) and the Youth Director (JT Mercer) will 
present multiple ways they need to volunteer in both min-
istries. Whether it is being a chaperone on a trip, being a 
second adult in Sunday school, leading a small group, or 
just helping get food ready there is always a need for vol-
unteers! So consider dropping by to hear about the won-
derful opportunities both these ministries have for adults 
to get involved. 

 

Silent Auction March 4th @ 6pm 
    The party of the year is back! Join us at The Barn for a 

night of fun and fundraising for our Youth Ministry. It 
will be a night to remember with plenty of fun items to 
bid on and all for an awesome cause. The youth ministry 
does so much to reach and grow our youth and this silent 
auction helps pay for trips, appliances, and upgrades to 
the youth space! Make sure you mark your calendars for a 
night you won't want to miss! 



For All Adults! On 
Wednesday, February 
9th at 10 a.m., join us 
in the Chapel for Bible 
study, music, and fel-
lowship with Rev. Drew 
Clayton from St. Marks 
UMC. An optional 
lunch of beef tips on 
rice, roasted vegetables 
and coca cola cake will 
be available immediate-
ly after the program, in the Fellowship Hall for $10 per 
person. [Lunch will only be available for those who re-
serve lunch and pay by Sunday, February 6th.] Because 
we must pay for the meals ahead of time, we cannot pro-

vide refunds after February 6th. If you are unable to at-
tend in person, the event will be live streamed. To register, 
go to: https://bit.ly/33Pku9R or call the church office. 

For All Adults! Join us in the Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday, February 23rd at 10 a.m. to hear our own Jo 
Ann Huddleston, D.Min. talk about Renewing Ourselves 
Mentally and Emotionally -- A New Year: A New You. An 
individually packaged meal of chicken enchiladas, black 
bean and corn salad, German chocolate upside down cake 
and beverages will be available immediately after the pro-
gram for $10 per person. Lunch will only be available for 
those who reserve and pay by Sunday, February 20th. 
Because we must pay for the meals ahead of time, we can-
not provide refunds after February 20th. To register, go to:  
https://bit.ly/3AyXrf8 or call the church office. 

In January, 280 households received food from 
BPUMC’s Food Pantry (Pantry on the Bluff).   The follow-
ing were also given out: 

 7,600 children’s diapers 
 125 children’s pull-up diapers 
 784 adult diapers  

Our thanks to the 49 volunteers who prepared for and 
operated the January Pantry on the Bluff. 
 

 
Join United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

(UMVIM) for the 2022 Winter Mission Academy, January 
31 - February 5. Register for as many of the following 
workshops are you'd like. All sessions will be on Zoom at 
11:00 a.m. CST and will be recorded for those who are 
unable to attend live. To register for any or all of the fol-
lowing classes, go to: https://bit.ly/34vElur.   

 January 31 – Engaging the Community for So-
cial Transformation 

 February 1 – Creating the Family Mission Ex-
perience 

 February 2 – Volunteerism with Justice for 
Our Neighbors 

 February 3 – Raising Money (Without Embar-
rassment) for your UMVIM Project 

 February 4 – Equipping the Church for Pre-
paredness and Resilience for Extreme Weather 
and Disaster 

 February 5 – Mobile Photography and Mission 
 

February 3, 2022 | 11:00 am CDT 
In this monthly virtual event, hear firsthand experienc-

es from missionaries about their call to mission and the 
communities they serve.  Featuring… 

 Sandra Raasch serves as the Volunteers Coor-
dinator with the Methodist Church in Central 
America in Belize. 

 Florence Kaying serves as the Maternity and 
Child Health Nurse with the Mozambique 
Episcopal Area. 

 Osías Segura-Guzmán serves as the Coordina-
tor of Curriculum and Small Group Leader-
ship Development with the Latin American 
Region based in Honduras. 

 Luis Velasquez serves with the Office of Con-
gregational Development with the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference in the United States. 

To register, go to: https://bit.ly/33RWmTG  
To view previous #Still in Missions Programs, go to: 
https://bit.ly/3nzlA04 



February 1  
2 Kings 5:1-14 | Psalm 113 

February 2  
Luke 19:41-44 | Psalm 42 

February 3  
Acts 9:19b-25 | Psalm 71 

February 4  
Acts 9:26-31 | Psalm 74 

February 5  
Luke 4:42-44 | Psalm 76 

February 6  
John 6:5-14 | Psalm 75 

February 7  
1 Corinthians 14:26-40 | Psalm 77 

February 8  
1 Timothy 3:1-9 | Psalm 80 

February 9  
Luke 5:27-32 | Psalm 81 

February 10  
Acts 13:26-34 | Psalm 82 

February 11  
1 Peter 1:17-2:1 | Psalm 83 

February 12  
Luke 11:24-28 | Psalm 85 

February 13  
John 6:16-24 | Psalm 86 

February 14  
2 Kings 24:18-25:21 | Psalm 88 

February 15  
Ezra 1:1-11 | Psalm 91 

February 16  
Luke 11:37-52 | Psalm 90 

February 17  
Romans 8:1-11 | Psalm 66 

February 18  
1 John 2:12-17 | Psalm 67 

February 19  
Luke 12:57-59 | Psalm 94 

February 20  
John 9:1-7 | Psalm 95 

February 21  
Genesis 33:1-17 | Psalm 99 

February 22  
1 Corinthians 11:17-22 | Psalm 100 

February 23  
Luke 17:1-4 | Psalm 102 

February 24  
Acts 3:11-16 | Psalm 118 

February 25  
Acts 10:1-8 | Psalm 121 

February 26  
Luke 10:21-24 | Psalm 122 

February 27  
John 11:1-45 | Psalm 123 

February 28  
Acts 10:9-23 | Psalm 124 

NEW MEMBERS 
 David and Kim Sprattley, Mia - 1/16/22 
 Sox and Danice Sockler - 1/30/22 
 Paul and Debbie Ward - 1-/30/22 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
Congratulations to Katie and John McDaniel on the birth of a daughter, 

Sophie Elizabeth on January 5th.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Judith Smith and her fami-

ly in the passing of her daughter, Wendy Allyson Smith Stasiewicz, on No-
vember 9th, 2021. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family in their time 
of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Louise Ren-
froe-Whitcomb who passed away on December 27. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Ann Rabb 
who passed away on January 1st. Our thoughts and prayers are with the fami-
ly in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Marilyn Williams and the 
family of Frank Williams who passed away on January 1st. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Jo Ann Free-
man who passed away on January 5th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Rick Richards 
who passed away on January 12th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Gwendolyn 
Eblen who passed away on January 17th. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family in their time of loss. 

The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade. 
Your donation is desperately needed. There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive in 
the Bluff Park UMC gym on Sunday, February 20th, from 7:30am—12:30pm. 
Please make time to stop by and give the gift of life. A Red Cross Donor Card or 
photo ID is required to make a donation. To schedule an appointment to do-
nate, call 1-800-Red-Cross or visit their website at Red-CrossBlood.org and use 
the keyword BPUMC. 



ADULT MINISTRIES/WEDNESDAYS WITH FRIENDS 
Rick Richards, by the Covenant Class 
CHILDREN’S HOME 
J.B. Dover, by Faith Builders Class 
Mike Zito, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
FOOD PANTRY 
Preston Huddleston, by Jim and Janice Scarbrough 
Frank Williams, by Elizabeth Davis 
MUSIC FUND 
Erma Pate, by Keith and Sylvia Harper 

OPERATING FUND 
Jo Ann Freeman, by Mary Steiner, Charlie and Karen Watkins 
Cindy Moffett, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
Peggy White, by Bob and Ann Nelson 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
Jo Ann Freeman, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
Ann Rabb, by JB and Frankie Thrasher 
UNDER THE BRIDGE 
Jo Ann Freeman, by Terry and Ann Bice 
Frank Williams, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 

  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Tuesday, February 1 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
Wednesday, February 2 
7:00 am  Food Pantry  
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, February 3 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Saturday, February 5 
  Women’s Retreat 
Sunday, February 6 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, February 7 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, February 8 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, February 9 
10:00 am Faith Focus Program 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, February 10 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Saturday, February 12 
4:00 pm  Parent’s Night Out 
Sunday, February 13 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 

10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, February 14 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, February 15 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, February 16 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, February 17 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, February 20 
7:30 am  Blood Drive 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
Monday, February 21 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, February 22 
7:30 am   Children’s Mission/Field  
  Trip 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
Wednesday, February 23 
10:00 am Wednesday With Friends 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, February 24 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 

Sunday, February 27 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, February 28 
10:00 am UMW Joy Circle 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 

You can sign up to have more dai-
ly devotional tools to enrich your 

LifeTrack Spiritual Formation 
Journey delivered to your e-mail 

inbox everyday!  
To subscribe to the daily email 

distribution use your smart phone 
and follow the QR code or visit 

the URL listed below. 
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