
 

Sunday Morning Lenten Study  
with Mike Holly 

Sunday, April 3rd, 10th, and 17th @ 9am 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 9th @ 9:30am 

Palm Sunday 
Traditional & The Gathering 

Sunday, April 10th @ 10am 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
Thursday, April 14th @ 7pm 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Friday, April 15th @ 7pm 

Easter Sunday 
Traditional & The Gathering 

Sunday, April 17th @ 10am 

A Service of Tenebrae (Latin for shadows or darkness) is 
based on a twelfth-century late night/early morning service 
and is an extended meditation on the passion of Christ. In 
the medieval Western Christian tradition the service was 
held on Maundy Thursday. In our contemporary Christian 
tradition the service can be held on Maundy Thursday or 
Good Friday. In the medieval tradition, there were 3 move-
ments of the service. The first were the special readings 
from Lamentations, expressing the sorrow and mourning 
which would mark the next two days of Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday. The second was the ritual extinguishing of a 
number of lit candles (from 5 to 72) one by one, at the end 
of each psalm. After the candles were extinguished, the 
church was left in darkness. Then came the third ritual: the 
symbolic banging of the pews by the ministers and congre-
gation, possibly as a ritual remembrance of Christ's scourg-
ing by the soldiers. 

This year, the Sanctuary Choir will walk us through this 
deeply moving service of shadows and darkness with beauti-
ful anthems chosen to highlight the text from the Gospel of 
John. We'll walk with Jesus from the olive grove, through 
his arrest and crucifixion, and finally to his burial. The 
shadows will lengthen and the darkness will fall. The in-
creasing darkness signifies the death of Jesus and hopeless-
ness in the world without resurrection.  

The service will move toward complete darkness, as the 
Christ Candle is carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing 
the death of Jesus. A loud sound from the Organ will note 
the closing of Jesus' tomb and the altar will become barren 
with the Cross draped in black cloth. The service will con-
clude with departing words and the entrance of the Vigil 
Candle that will stand awaiting the resurrection that is to 
come. This reminds us that in all times and in all circum-
stances, even if it seems we have been abandoned and for-
saken, we are not alone. God is with us.  

We hope you will join us for this meaningful service on 
Friday, April 15th, at 7:00 pm.  



You may remember that 
before iPhones and Androids, 
we had these state-of-the-art 
devices called Blackberries. I 
wanted to get a Blackberry 
and I could not convince my 
wife, Julie, that we needed 
these phones until I started 
working at Canterbury and 
my office was under two 
floors of brick and steel -- in a 
valley. Cell phone coverage 
was non-existent. If I wasn't in 
my office, Julie could never 
reach me without asking the 
staff of the church to put out an announcement.  

Blackberry phones at the time had Wi-Fi calling where you could 
send and receive phone calls without a cell phone signal -- if you were 
connected to a strong Wi-Fi signal. So, I finally convinced her to let us 
get these Blackberries with Wi-Fi calling. And it was great. She could 
call me in my office, in the youth center, pretty much anywhere in the 
building. 

The problem is: I'm a walker talker. Do you know what that is?  
Even today when I have extended phone calls - I pace around. Julie 
would call me on my Blackberry and we would be talking on the 
phone and I would start walking around -- not really doing anything 
other than walking around. When I walked too far away from the 
wireless router, Julie would tell me: "you're breaking up!" 

I felt like I was in that old cell phone commercial: "can you hear 
me now?" The farther I walked away from the signal, I would lose con-
nection. 

I think staying with Jesus is more complex than that, but it does 
help me understand what Jesus means when he says "stay with me."  
You see, the closer we stay to Jesus, the more of Him we have access 
to. The more of Him we can see and understand. The more of Him 
we can lean upon. 

During the season of Lent, we are called to take the steps to return 
to God. We are called to re-center our lives around Christ himself.  
Lent is nearing its end as we approach Palm Sunday on April 10th and 
Easter on April 17th. Join us as we reach our destination together and 
as remain with Christ now and forever more! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 10:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



Rise Against Hunger (RAH) is an international hunger 
relief organization that distributes food and life-changing 
aid to the world’s most vulnerable. Packaged meals 
(consisting of rice, soy, vegetables, vitamins, and minerals) 
are distributed where needed most. Since 2016, Bluff 
Park UMC and Vestavia Hills UMC have partnered to 
package more than one million meals that have gone to 
places like El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Mozambique, 
Madagascar, and Zambia. 

How can you help alleviate hunger? 
 Donate funds to pay for the food packets. 

Each meal packaged by RAH volunteers costs 
$.35. Every $35.00 you donate feeds 100 chil-
dren. Make your check out to BPUMC, writ-
ing “Rise Against Hunger” in the subject line. 

 Volunteer to package the meals. April 24—26 
BPUMC will team with Vestavia Hills UMC 
to pack 300,000 meals for RAH. To sign-up, 
go to: https://sforce.co/35Y8xQf and follow 
the directions. You can sign up individually or 
for a group. For a group, in the space for 
“number of immediate family members” put 
in the number of people, including yourself, 
that are coming with you. (Note that this 
could be the number in your family, your Sun-
day School class, your friends, etc.) If you 
don't know the exact number, just enter your 
best guess. Next select the check box(s) for the 

shift(s) when you want to help. The sooner 
you register, the more likely you will be to 
get your desired timeslots! 

The meal packaging event is so much fun!  It is also 
a great opportunity for people of all ages to participate 
in a much-needed mission that our church supports.  
Sunday School classes, Common Table groups, parents, 
children, grandparents, and grandchildren come join 
the fun! For more information about BPUMC’s involve-
ment with RAH, contact Bennie Vinson at bfvin-
son@bellsouth.net or at 205-682-9966. For more infor-
mation about the Rise Against Hunger non-profit organi-
zation, go to: https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/ 

During the Season of Lent, we ask for a special Easter 
Love Offering to support several of the mission agencies/
projects that we work with throughout the year. Each of 
these ministries provides vital services to the communities 
they serve. 

Our goal of $15,000 will allow us to support the fol-
lowing ministries. Your generosity through the Easter 
Love Offering enables each of them to continue to serve 
those in need. Our Missions Committee chose these min-
istries after thoughtful discussion. Criteria included their 
association with the United Methodist Church, ties be-
tween the selected ministry and our congregation, and 
BPUMC efforts to place our resources where food, water, 
or shelter is a part of the ministry. 

 Church of the Reconciler 

 Fairhaven – Fountain of Love 

 McCoy Adult Day Care 

 Urban Ministry 

If you can help, please write “Easter Love Offering” in 
the “for” line of your check and place it in the offering 
plate or bring it by the church office. [The Easter Love Of-
fering is sponsored by the BPUMC United Appeal Fund.] 



  

The Children’s Ministry’s annual Community-Wide 
Children's Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, 
April 9th from 9:30-10:30! This is one of our larger com-
munity events, and our primary goals at this event are to 
develop relationships with families in our community, to 
invite people to attend one of our amazing worship ser-
vices, to invite the children of our community to register 
for Vacation Bible School, and to have a lot of fun! If you 
are able, we would love as many members and families of 
our church as possible to attend the Easter Egg Hunt this 
year and help us shine the light of Jesus Christ as we wel-
come our community to Bluff Park UMC. 

We also want to let everyone know that Camp on the 
Bluff, our skills-based summer camp geared towards chil-
dren in our community and children of our church, is 
full with 80 children registered. Each day, the children 
will learn the basic skills of cooking, soccer, gardening, or 
science. Everyone who attends will also hear a Bible les-
son each day designed to teach them the basics of the 
Christian faith. In addition to Camp on the Bluff, Vaca-
tion Bible School registration is open and we are expect-
ing a large number of children to attend VBS this sum-
mer! The dates for VBS this year are July 18-22, and regis-
tration can be found on our churches website! With all of 
these children at our church this summer, we are in need 
of A LOT of volunteers. If you would be interested in 

helping at one of these events, but especially VBS, please 
contact Melissa Hendon at mhendon@bpumc.org. We 
have volunteer roles for everyone! 

Our Student Ministry exists to reach out to 
students in our congregation and community 
and give them a place where they can learn, play, 
worship, grow, and mature together. All Students 
currently in 6th-12th grade are welcome to at-
tend! We strive to create an atmosphere where all 
students can feel welcome to explore their faith 
and discover things about God and themselves. 
To get our weekly email newsletter full of upcom-
ing events, email mhendon@bpumc.org   

ASP and Adventure Camp registration is 
open now! ASP is our yearly week-long mission 
trip (July 3th-9th) where our High Schoolers 
work up in the Appalachia Mountains. Adven-
ture Camp this year will feature us going up to 
Tennessee and participating in some awesome 
activities like paintball, horseback riding, and 
rafting down the Ocoee River! More information 
can be found online: 

 https://bluffparkumc.org/events/ 

VBS 2022 | July 18-22 



 
All Adults! The Adult Ministry Council invites you to 

a spring luncheon with entertainment by Birmingham’s 
senior adult theatre troupe, the Seasoned Performers. The 
event will be in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, April 
27th from 10 am to 12:30 pm. A lunch of Heavenly 
Chicken Salad on Fresh Greens, Fruited Congealed Salad, 
and Strawberry Cake with Cream Cheese Frosting will be 
prepared by our own Rosemary Dallam. Ronda Carlisle is 
providing her famous homemade rolls. 

The cost for this event is $10 per person. [Lunch will 
only be available to those who register and pay by April 
20th.] Because we must pay for the meals ahead of time, 
we cannot provide refunds after that date. To register and 
pay, go to: bluffparkumc.org/spring-luncheon or call the 
church office. 

All Adults! On Wednesday, April 13th at 10 a.m., 
join us in the Chapel for Bible study, music, and fellow-
ship with our guest Rev. Maggie Dunaway, Pastor of Con-
gregational Care at Asbury UMC in Birmingham. An op-
tional boxed lunch of Beef Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes, 

Southern Green Beans, a Yeast Roll and Dessert will be 
available immediately after the program, in the Fellowship 
Hall for $10 per person. [Lunch will only be available for 
those who reserve lunch and pay by Sunday, April 10th.] 
Because we must pay for the meals ahead of time, we can-
not provide refunds after April 10th. If you are unable to 
attend in person, the event will be live-streamed. To regis-
ter and pay, go to: https://bit.ly/3Lci9G2 or call the 
church office. 

 
All Adults! Join us on Saturday, April 23rd, as we trav-

el to Cullman, AL for the Bloomin’ Arts and Crafts Festi-
val. The buses will depart the church at 8:30 a.m. and will 
return by about 4 p.m. 

Cost --$5 per person for transportation. Each person 
pays for their own festival entrance fee ($7) and lunch. 
Note --The Ave Maria Grotto is adjacent to the festival. If 
you would like to see it while we are there, the entrance 
fee is $10 for adults and $8 for seniors. The Grotto 
is NOT wheelchair accessible. 

Space is limited to the first 28 who sign-up. Reserve 
your spot—register by Monday, April 18th. To register and 
pay, go to: https://bit.ly/3ID01TN or call the church of-
fice. 

 
After 23 years working as a United Methodist mission-

ary, John Elmore is retiring. Bluff Park UMC has support-
ed John’s work in Chile since 2007, by: 1) praying for 
John and his work; 2) contributing monetarily to his 
work; and 3) sending teams of volunteers to Chile to work 
alongside him. 

Please join the missions committee and former work-
team members as we host a farewell dinner and celebra-
tion for John and his wife Cristina. The dinner of Beef 
Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, a Yeast Roll 
and Dessert will be at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 5th in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Cost of the dinner is $15. [Dinner will 
only be available for those who register and pay by 
Thursday, March 31st.] Because we must pay for the 
meals ahead of time, we cannot provide refunds after 
March 31st.  

To register and pay, go to: https://bit.ly/3wwPx6c or 
call the church office. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake 
of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to 
Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster Re-
sponse and Recovery. One hundred percent of all Ad-
vance contributions go to the designated cause. Your do-

nation will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as 
well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring 
countries. Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be 
made in the following ways: 

 Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-
project/982450 

 By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 
 By check made out to BPUMC with “Ukraine” 

written on the memo line. Drop the check in 
the offering plate or give it to the church of-
fice. 

The United Methodist community in Ukraine, 
though quite small, is actively engaged in assisting neigh-
bors in need. Global Ministries is in touch with the 
church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in coun-
tries welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in 
Ukraine. 

Bundles of Hope Diaper Ministry needs volunteers to 
handwrite blessing cards that are given to each person 
who receives diapers from our church. Bundles of Hope 
will provide the cards and the verbiage -- the volunteers 
provide their time and handwriting! If you can help, 
please contact Betsy Guy at betsydguy@att.net or call her 
at (205) 542-6634.  



April 1  
Philippians 2:25-3:1 | Psalm 104 

April 2  
Exodus 12:21-27 | Psalm 108 

April 3  
John 12:1-8 | Psalm 118 

April 4  
Hebrews 10:19-25 | Psalm 121 

April 5  
Judges 9:7-15 | Psalm 122 

April 6  
Habakkuk 3:2-15 | Psalm 124 

April 7  
Hebrews 2:1-9 | Psalm 132 

April 8  
Hebrews 2:10-18 | Psalm 141 

April 9  
Luke 22:1-13 | Psalm 144 

April 10  
Luke 19:28-40 | Psalm 103 

April 11  
Isaiah 42:1-9 | Psalm 51 

April 12  
John 12:20-36 | Psalm 55 

April 13  
John 13:21-32 | Psalm 142 

April 14  
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 | Psalm 102 

April 15  
John 19:15-37 | Psalm 22 

April 16  
John 19:38-42 | Psalm 23 

April 17  
John 20:1-18 | Psalm 149 

April 18  
Ephesians 2:1-10 | Psalm 66 

April 19  
Ephesians 2:11-22 | Psalm 98 

April 20  
Ephesians 3:1-13 | Psalm 99 

April 21  
Ephesians 3:14-21 | Psalm 146 

April 22  
Ephesians 4:1-16 | Psalm 118 

April 23  
Ephesians 4:17-32 | Psalm 145 

April 24  
John 20:19-31 | Psalm 147 

April 25  
Ephesians 5:1-20 | Psalm 148 

April 26  
Ephesians 5:21-6:10 | Psalm 5 

April 27  
Ephesians 6:11-24 | Psalm 6 

April 28  
Philippians 1:12-26 | Psalm 12 

April 29  
Philippians 1:27-2:11 | Psalm 16 

April 30  
Philippians 2:12-18 | Psalm 20 

NEW MEMBERS 
 Patricia Mazur, Dagny, Lou Lou - 2/27/22 

BAPTISMS 
 Stella Blake Shultz  - 3/20/22 

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to John Gates on the passing 

of his wife Sheryl on February 25th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss.  

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the Russell and Rickman 
families in the passing of Venice Russell on March 2nd. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family in their time of loss.  

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Sue Crunk 
who passed away on March 3rd. Our thoughts and prayers are with the fami-
ly in their time of loss.  

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of James Gor-
don who passed away on March 11th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of loss. 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Bill Jones and his family in 
the passing of his wife, Donna Jones, on March 19th. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with the family in their time of loss.  

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Theresa 
Richerson  who passed away on March 26th. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family in their time of loss. 

Friday, April 15th 4-6pm and Saturday, April 16th 10am-3pm 

One ticket $8.00 will get two sandwiches, a bag of chips and a drink OR one 
pound of chopped BBQ. Strictly Drive Thru at the fellowship hall Portico. No 
indoor eating. Whole Boston Butts must be ordered in advance and require 5 

tickets/each or payment online. To reserve a Boston Butt go to https://
bluffparkumc.org/boston-butt or call the church office. 

Bake Sale and Plant Sale setup will be in the parking lot down from BBQ 

We need Bakers and Volunteers to help price bake goods Friday 1:30-6pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Items should be dropped off Friday in the fellowship hall. Sat-

urday Volunteers needed to man and replenish sale table 10am-3pm. Notify Car-
ol Cater 205-447-1945; chcater@outlook.com or Audrey Ann Wilson 205-370-
5909; audreyannenved@gmail.com with your availability. Please label bagged/

wrapped items and note if the contain nuts or peanut butter. 



FOOD PANTRY 
Jerald M. Bullock, by David and Jeannie Jenkins 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Sue Crunk, by Curtis and Paula Thompson 

John Whitcomb, by Jim and Gail Garner 
SUE CRUNK SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Sue Crunk, by Anglican Community Fellowship Church, 
Marvin and Diane Broome, Elaine Mitchell, Rick and Ellen 
Rosser 

  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Sunday, April 3 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
9:00 am  Lenten Study with Mike  
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, April 4 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, April 6 
7:00 am  Food Pantry  
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, April 7 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Saturday, April 9 
9:30 am  Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 10—Palm Sunday 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
9:00 am  Lenten Study with Mike  
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, April 11 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, April 12 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, April 13 
10:00 am Faith Focus Program 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, April 14 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Friday, April 15 
4:00 pm  BBQ/Bake/Plant Sale 
Saturday, April 16 
10:00 am BBQ/Bake/Plant Sale 

Sunday, April 17—Easter Sunday 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
9:00 am  Lenten Study with Mike  
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, April 18 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
Tuesday, April 19 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, April 20 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, April 21 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, April 24 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
Monday, April 25 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
10:00 am Joy Circle Meeting 
Tuesday, April 26 
9:30 am  Becky Walker Bible Study  
Wednesday, April 27 
10:00 am Wednesday With Friends 
4:30 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study 
5:30 pm   Children’s Midweek 
6:00 pm   Student Ministry 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 

6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, April 28 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
 

You can sign up to have more dai-
ly devotional tools to enrich your 

LifeTrack Spiritual Formation 
Journey delivered to your e-mail 

inbox everyday!  
To subscribe to the daily email 

distribution use your smart phone 
and follow the QR code or visit 

the URL listed below. 
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