


In a seminal book on 
church leadership from the 
1990s, an author and pastor 
says that there are four im-
portant questions that every 
church must answer in order 
to be faithful to God's call 
upon their community of 
faith: 1) why do people need 
Jesus Christ? 2) why do peo-
ple need the Church? 3) why 
do people need your church? 

And what is the fourth 
question? 4) whose church is 
it anyway? In that section of 
the book, he asks rhetorical 
questions about to who the 
church belongs. Does it belong to the pastors or the staff? Does it be-
long to the Church Council or to the Trustees? Does it belong to the 
voting majority of all professing members of the church? 

No, he says. The Church belongs to Jesus Christ. He is the head of 
every local church and it is his mission that continues in each local 
church to this day. And because the Church belongs to Jesus Christ, it 
can thrive even when changes come from demographics changing to 
the changing of staff members or long-time church leaders. Jesus 
Christ has entrusted the ministry and mission of Bluff Park United 
Methodist Church into your hands -- all of your hands -- from the 
youngest to the oldest. It still belongs to Christ and it must serve his 
Kingdom, but it is yours to uphold. This means that each of you must 
always put aside your own preferences and opinions and prayerfully 
discern what would Christ want us to do together as the Body of 
Christ planted upon this patch of earth in Bluff Park. 

For eight years, the Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of 
the United Methodist Church has reappointed me to be the senior 
pastor of this wonderful church family. And you have welcomed me 
and my family, embraced our ministry with you, and cared for us 
along the way. Both of my children are now professing members of the 
Church because of Bluff Park UMC. I am grateful for the Bishop and 
her cabinet sending me back, again and again, all of these years. The 
time has come for me to be sent to another church and that change 
will take place on July 1, 2022. My family and I want to thank you for 
allowing us to be a part of this church family and for putting up with 
all of my bad jokes over the years! 

I am excited for the gifts and graces that your new senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Kevin Payne, brings to this church. Please know that I am 
praying for him and his family as they move to Birmingham and begin 
their ministry with you. They are in good hands: Christ's hands and 
the church family at Bluff Park UMC. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 10:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



Jesus said, "As I have loved you, so you should love 
one another." 

Jesus gives his disciples a "new" commandment in the 
Gospel of John's account of the Last Supper. The suprem-
acy of love within the body of Christ is echoed through-
out the New Testament from the equality of the Kingdom 
of God to the way the church family is knit together in 
love. Paul tells us in the 12th chapter of Romans that eve-
ry member of the body of Christ matters and has a role to 
play in ministry and mission. At Bluff Park UMC, we 
have several systems and ministries that seek to love and 
support our members: 

PRAYER 
Every week, prayer requests are turned in during wor-

ship, during Sunday school classes, or even via email to 
the pastors of the church. Our staff prays over each and 
every prayer request during our staff meetings at the be-
ginning of the week. Then, our staff sends out a compiled 
three-week prayer list to our Prayer Team who prays over 
that full list each and every week. Finally, a more refined 
prayer list is printed in our Sunday morning bulletin on 
Sunday mornings. During the three weeks of prayer, peo-
ple are checked on or even sent cards or flowers from 
Sunday's altar flowers. At the end of the three weeks, 
members of our Follow Up Team contact those we have 
prayed for and ask for any other needs as well as if they 
continue to covet our congregation's prayers. There is al-
ways room on the Prayer Team or the Follow Up Team! 
Contact the Main Office staff for information on these 
teams.  

Don't forget that you can share a prayer request with 
the pastors at any time by sending an email to 
care@bpumc.org. 

TLC 
Sometimes, members of our church family need a lit-

tle extra care. That is why we have a second level of care 

provided to our church family called TLC. Folks in this 
area of care are usually chronically ill, shut-in, or just 
need that little extra care even if it is for a shorter period 
of time. Members of our church family call, visit, and 
send cards (including holiday cards and birthday cards). 
Folks on the TLC list might also receive flowers from 
Sunday's altar flowers. In addition to the care provided by 
members of the church, Rev. Dr. Kay Mutert also pro-
vides pastoral care to the people in our TLC group. Kay 
has been a wonderful new addition to our staff since the 
beginning of April. 

You can request more information about the TLC 
ministry by sending an email to care@bpumc.org. 

PASTORAL CARE 
Our pastors, including Kay, support and encourage 

our congregation in their time of need. From pre-marital 
counseling to caring for those nearing the end of life, our 
clergy team is present for those in need of pastoral care. 
Our pastors have navigated through the difficult re-
strictions of the COVID-19 era and visit, when allowed, 
in the hospital. Our clergy only know that you are in the 
hospital if you or someone you know reaches out to them 
and lets them know!  

Don't forget that there is an Emergency Phone 
Number to reach a pastor at any time: 205-533-9902. 
You will be required to leave a voicemail and a pastor 
will contact you back as soon as they are able.  

PRIMARY CARE IN THE CHURCH FAMILY 
Please remember that the primary source of care in 

any church is the people sitting to your left and to your 
right in smaller groups. When you join a Sunday school 
class, small group, or Common Table, you are joining a 
group of people that will pray for you, encourage you, and 
care for you in your time of need. If you are not yet in a 
group like that, our staff stands ready to help you get con-
nected! 

The flowers on either side of the altar table in the Sanctuary provide an additional adornment to an already beauti-
ful Sanctuary on Sunday mornings. The flowers are always provided by people connected to our church family and 
are typically given in honor or memory of a loved one, whether family member or friend. Sometimes, they are given 

in honor of a wedding anniversary! Since the arrangements come in pairs, the donation must be enough to cover 
both arrangements. Please contact the church office regarding availability of dates and current costs. 

The Sanctuary Flowers on Sunday are then donated to the Flower Ministry which takes these beautiful flowers and 
arranges them into bouquets that are delivered to those who need extra care and love in our church and community 
We ask that everyone refrain from removing or adjusting any part of the arrangements so that we can best support 

this ministry. 
Prices have increased for the flower arrangements after the start of 2022. Instead of immediately passing on the in-
creased cost to our church family, our worship budget will cover the cost increase for the rest of this year. Please be 
aware that the cost of flower arrangements will increase in January 2023. The current increased cost is $20 per Sun-

day for the remainder of the calendar year. 



  

The year’s Community Easter Egg Hunt was a great 
success! We estimate that around 150-200 people visited 
our church that morning! Thank you to everyone who 
helped out with this event in any way! Wheth-
er you donated candy/money for candy, helped 
stuff Easter Eggs with candy, hid Easter Eggs, or prayed 
for us, we could not have done it without you! Because of 
your help, we were able to shine the light of Jesus Christ 
and develop relationships with many children and their 
families in our community!  

One of our main goals at the Easter Egg Hunt is to let 
our community know about Vacation Bible School. We 
handed out flyers with VBS information, talked with peo-
ple about VBS, and actually signed up children for VBS 
at the Egg Hunt. We are so excited about Vacation Bible 
School this year, and are expecting a lot of kids! While we 
know that many of the children who attend our VBS 
have a church family, we also know that for some of these 
children, VBS is one of the few times throughout the year 
that they are able to learn about and experience the love 
of Jesus Christ. We take that responsibility seriously, and 
we strive to make our Vacation Bible School at BPUMC 
an unforgettable week filled with excitement, fun, love, 
learning, and transformation, all centered around Jesus 
Christ. 

In order to do this successfully, we need your help! It 
takes so many volunteers doing so many different things 
to run a successful Vacation Bible School for such a large 
group of children! If you would like to volunteer this year 
(July 18-22) in any way, please contact Melissa Hendon 
at mhendon@bpumc.org and she will help find the per-
fect place for you to serve at VBS! I am proud to serve at 
such a loving and giving church, and I cannot wait to see 
and experience all the great things that are going to hap-
pen this year at Vacation Bible School! Will you join me? 

 

May 15th is Senior Sunday! 
Everyone is welcome to attend May 15th in the tradition-
al service as we celebrate our High School Graduating 
Seniors! 

May 15th (Broomball for 5th-8th graders) 
Meet up at the church at 5:30 where we will be going to 
play broomball at Pelham Civic Center with our Middle 
Schoolers + our upcoming middle schoolers! We will re-
turn to the church at 8:15 

May 22nd (Laser Tag for all youth) 
Meet up at the church at 5:00 where we will be going to 
play laser tag at Oak Mountain Lanes! We will be back at 
the church at 7:00! 

May 31st (5th-6th graders water park trip) 
All 5th-6th graders are welcome to join us as we adven-
ture to Spring Valley Beach for a day at the water Park! 

 

June 12th (Barons Game) 

June 21st (Six Flags) 

June 25th (Broomball for all Youth) 

July 3rd- July 9th (ASP Mission Trip) 

July 10th (Thor Movie Night) 

July 17th (VBS Training) 

July 18th- 22nd (VBS Week) 

VBS 2022 | July 18-22 



All Adults! On Wednesday, May 11th at 10 a.m., join 
us in the Chapel for Bible study, music, and fellowship 
with our guest Rev. Dr. Kevin Payne. Kevin is currently 
the Pastor at First United Methodist Church in Piedmont, 
AL. In July, he will join Bluff Park United Methodist 
Church as our new Senior Pastor.  

An optional boxed lunch of Poppy Seed Chicken, 
Rice, Roasted Vegetables, Country Fried Corn, Cheese 
Biscuits, and a Dessert will be available immediately after 
the program, in the Fellowship Hall for $10 per per-
son. [Lunch will only be available for those who reserve 
lunch and pay by Sunday, May 8th.] Because we must pay 
for the meals ahead of time, we cannot provide refunds 
after May 8th. If you are unable to attend in person, the 
event will be live-streamed.  

Registration/Lunch Reservations: Three ways to regis-
ter – 1) Go to the Events Tab on the BPUMC website and 
scroll to find the event you want to register for, 2) Go to: 
https://bit.ly/3Oqtuok, or 3) call the church office. 

 

For All Adults! Join us in the Fellowship Hall 
on Wednesday, May 25th at 10 a.m. to hear our 
own Andrew Seltz talk about The Magic of Honey Bees.  

Honey bees are fascinating and important creatures 
with a complex social structure. Andrew will give us a look 
inside his backyard honey bee colony, explain the swarm-
ing process, and provide resources and advice to help you 
protect these vital insects. Andrew is BPUMC’s Director 
of Communications and Media. 

A boxed lunch of a Jim’n Nicks Barbecue Chicken 
Sandwich, Potato Salad, a Cookie and Iced Tea will be 
available immediately after the program for $10 per per-
son. [Lunch will only be available for those who reserve 
and pay by Sunday, May 22nd.] Because we must pay for 
the meals ahead of time, we cannot provide refunds after 
May 22nd. 

Registration/Lunch Reservations: Three ways to regis-
ter – 1) Go to the Events Tab on the BPUMC website and 
scroll to find the event you want to register for, 2) Go to: 
https://bit.ly/3vNwLFo, or 3) call the church office. 

You can help the people of the Ukraine! United Meth-
odists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to the Ukrainian people in the wake of the Russian 
invasion of their country may contribute to Advance 
#982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and 
Recovery. One hundred percent of all Advance contribu-
tions go to the designated cause. Your donation will pro-
vide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assis-
tance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.  
Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made in the 
following ways: 

 Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-
project/982450 

 By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 
 By check made out to BPUMC with “Ukraine” 

written on the memo line. Drop the check in 
the offering plate or give it to the church of-
fice. 

The United Methodist community in Ukraine, 
though quite small, is actively engaged in assisting neigh-
bors in need. Global Ministries is in touch with the 
church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in coun-
tries welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in 
Ukraine. 

After working as a Meth-
odist Missionary for 23 years, 
John Elmore (our missionary 
to Chile) is retiring. On April 
5th, 32 former Chile mission 
team members and support-
ers honored John and his 
wife Cristina with a retire-
ment dinner and Chilean-
themed celebration in BPUMC’s Fellowship Hall. 

BPUMC gave John a monetary love offering as a thank 
you for his work with the people of Chile. In addition, the 
group helped John and Cristina celebrate their wedding 
anniversary that happened to be on April 5th. 

John worked as a Methodist missionary for 23 years.  
Bluff Park UMC began supporting John’s work in Chile 
in 2007, by: 1) praying for John and his work; 2) contrib-
uting monetarily to his work; and 3) sending teams of vol-
unteers to Chile to work alongside him. 

We will miss John and wish him the best in his future 
endeavors. Please join the missions committee as we 
prayerfully consider what international mission to support 
next. 

Bundles of Hope Diaper Ministry needs volunteers to 
handwrite blessing cards that are given to each person 
who receives diapers from our church. Bundles of Hope 
will provide the cards and the verbiage -- the volunteers 
provide their time and handwriting! If you can help, 
please contact Betsy Guy at betsydguy@att.net or call her 
at (205) 542-6634. 

In April, 207 households received food from 
BPUMC’s Food Pantry (Pantry on the Bluff). The follow-
ing were also given out: 

 24 backpacks of food for students who need 
food for the weekend 

 6,750 children’s diapers 
 150 children’s pull-ups 
 770 adult diapers  
 90 potty pads 

Our thanks to the 55 volunteers who prepared for and 
operated the April Pantry on the Bluff.  



May 1  
John 21:1-19 | Psalm  21 

May 2  
Philippians 3:1-11 | Psalm  24 

May 3  
Philippians 3:12-21 | Psalm  25 

May 4  
Philippians 4:1-9 | Psalm  26 

May 5  
Isaiah 6:1-8 | Psalm  27 

May 6  
Acts 9:1-19 | Psalm  28 

May 7  
Acts 9:20-31 | Psalm  29 

May 8  
John 10:22-30 | Psalm  23 

May 9  
John 10:31-42 | Psalm  30 

May 10  
Acts 9:36-43 | Psalm  41 

May 11  
Acts 10:1-16 | Psalm  42 

May 12  
Acts 10:17-33 | Psalm  45 

May 13  
Acts 10:34-48 | Psalm  47 

May 14  
Acts 11:1-18 | Psalm  48 

May 15  
John 13:31-35 | Psalm  49 

May 16  
Acts 11:19-26 | Psalm  50 

May 17  
John 20:1-18 | Psalm  54 

May 18  
John 14:1-14 | Psalm  55 

May 19  
John 14:15-24 | Psalm  56 

May 20  
John 14:25-31 | Psalm  57 

May 21  
Luke 19:1-10 | Psalm  61 

May 22  
John 15:1-17 | Psalm  62 

May 23  
John 15:18-27 | Psalm  71 

May 24  
John 16:16-24 | Psalm  72 

May 25  
Luke 24:13-35 | Psalm  74 

May 26  
Acts 1:1-11 | Psalm  75 

May 27  
Luke 24:36-53 | Psalm  76 

May 28  
John 17:1-19 | Psalm  77 

May 29  
John 17:20-26 | Psalm  79 

May 30  
Acts 1:12-26 | Psalm  80 

May 31  
Matthew 28:16-20 | Psalm  85 

NEW MEMBERS 

 James and Madison Barker—4/3/22 

 Amanda Healy—4/10/22 

 Susanna Pischek and Mike Kase, Anna, Lydia, and Talia—
4/17/22 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
Congratulations to Madison and Ross Furio on the birth of a son, James 

Reed Furio on April 14th.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Jacqueline 

Teaford who passed away on April 20th. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family in their time of loss. 

NAME: Rev. Dr. Kay Mutert 
JOB TITLE: Minister of Care 
BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR JOB: My job 
is to coordinate and provide relational 
and pastoral care for assigned senior 
adult members and TLC group mem-
bers. 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN YOUR 
ROLE? I started on April 1st, 2022.  
WHAT IS YOUR BACKGROUND? My 
background is in Music in Education 
and Church, as a Minister, and in Spir-
itual Retreat Work, including labyrinth 
work. 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF 
YOUR JOB? I enjoy being in relationship with others in the life journey. 
TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY: My husband Carl is a retired golf salesman. We 
have three sons Doug (deceased) Dan and Davis, and nine grandchildren ages 28 
down to 9. 
FAVORITE THING TO DO AWAY FROM WORK?  Outside of work I like working in 
my yard, gentle walking, and enjoying time with family. 

As we approach the summer months, please remember that giving during the 
summer often drops off as people are away on vacation. During the summer, 
many vital ministries occur such as Vacation Bible School, summer camps, 
Wednesdays with Friends, Adult Vacation Bible School, and mission trips. 
We barely slow down at all. There are several ways that you can help during 
these vital summer months:  

1) Give in full for the summer before Memorial Day 

2) Schedule or automate your giving through Realm or through your 
financial institution 

3) Drop off your giving each week or each month in the Main Office 
of the church. We are open Monday through Friday from 8:00am 
to 4:00pm 



EASTER LOVE OFFERING 
Theresa Richerson, by Sandra Wingate 
FISHERMAN CLASS 
Frank Williams, by Wilhelmine Damon 
FOOD PANTRY 
Sheryl Gates, by Jan Harris 
Theresa Richerson, by David and Jeannie Jenkins, Bob and 
Ann Nelson, Leonette Slay 
MISSIONS 
Theresa Richerson, by Wesley Forum Class 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Theresa Richerson, by Curtis and Paula Thompson 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Sue Crunk, by Myra Gray, Dorothy Fiquett, Bill and Paulette 
Pearson, Sue Pearson, Greg and Carolyn Rosser 
Donna Jones, by Dyer and Ronda Carlisle 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Debi Whitcomb, by Sue Reeder 
OPERATING FUND 
Ronda Carlisle, by Carol Cater, Audrey Ann Wilson 
Peggy Comer, by Carol Cater, Audrey Ann Wilson 
Steve White, by Joe and Ellen Kerns 

  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Sunday, May 1 
7:30 am  Red Cross Blood Drive 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Monday, May 2 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, May 4 
7:00 am  Food Pantry  
5:00 pm   Water Slide Star Wars Night 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, May 5 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Sunday, May 8 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
Monday, May 9 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, May 10 
8:30 am  Maintenance 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, May 11 
10:00 am Faith Focus Program 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, May 12 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Sunday, May 15 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 

4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry— 
  Broomball for 5th-8th 
Monday, May 16 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
Tuesday, May 17 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, May 18 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, May 19 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, May 22 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry—Laser Tag 
Monday, May 23 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 
10:00 am Joy Circle Meeting 
Wednesday, May 25 
10:00 am Wednesday With Friends 
6:00 pm   Adult Handbell Choir 
6:00 pm  Men’s Chorus 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, May 26 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Sunday, May 29 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
Monday, May 30 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl 

You can sign up to have more dai-
ly devotional tools to enrich your 

LifeTrack Spiritual Formation 
Journey delivered to your e-mail 

inbox everyday!  
To subscribe to the daily email 

distribution use your smart phone 
and follow the QR code or visit 

the URL listed below. 
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