
AUGUST 
9-11 Adult VBS 
14      Blessing of the Backpacks 
 Third Graders Receive Bibles 
17      BPUMC Kids & Students Wild Wednesday 
31     The Gathering Worship Night 
SEPTEMBER 
4     Blood Drive 
7      BPUMC Kids & Students Wild 
 Wednesday 
     Pastor’s Bible Study Begins 
25  Sozo Children’s Choir Concert  
23-24  Bargains on the Bluff 
OCTOBER 
9      Blood Drive 
     BPUMC Students One Night for the Homeless 
10     BPUMC Kids Field/Mission Trip 
19     Wild Wednesday: Pumpkin Olympics 
26      Halloween Carnival 
NOVEMBER 
 Warmth for the Homeless Collection  
6      All Saints' Day @ Morning Worship 
 "I Love America" Sanctuary Choir Concert 
 and  Luncheon right after Morning Worship 
11      BPUMC Kids Field/Mission Trip 
4-6      BPUMC Students Fall Retreat 
16      Family S’Mores Night 
27     Advent Family Workshop 
DECEMBER 
2      Preschool Christmas Storytime 
4      BPUMC Kids Christmas Pageant and 
 Churchwide Christmas Party 
7     BPUMC Students Christmas Party 
11     Sanctuary Choir Christmas Presentation 
18      Blood Drive 
      BPUMC Kids Sunday School Christmas Party 
24      Christmas Eve Worship Services 
25     Christmas Day Worship-Lessons and  Carols   

August 14th will be a special day in worship at Bluff 
Park UMC. The kids in our community will be back in 
school (hard to believe) and many of us will be shifting 
out of ‘vacation mode’ as we head into the fall. There will 
be two special events taking place during worship that 
morning. We will be presenting Bibles to all of our 3rd 
grade students and blessing the backpacks for all of our 
students. The students will each receive a special back-
pack tag that reminds them that God loves them and our 
church loves them too! We look forward to seeing every-
one refreshed and renewed on August 14th as we begin a 
new season of ministry here at Bluff Park UMC. 



Hello BPUMC Family! 

It’s almost time for school 
to resume and for familiar rou-
tines to come back into our 
schedules. We are gearing-up 
for launching our fall program-
ming here at BPUMC. Chil-
dren, Students, and Adults will 
begin seeing information about 
program times and locations in 
the next few weeks. Be sure to 
check our social media pages, 
newsletter, and emails about 
these opportunities and come 
be a part of this wonderful fel-
lowship! 

I am also excited about our upcoming Adult VBS August 9-11. 
This year’s theme will be “Amazing Grace.” Rev. Ross Furio, Rev. 
Stanley Davidson, and I will be sharing and teaching about what we 
believe as United Methodist about God’s grace. There will be opportu-
nities for fellowship and food! More information about this event and 
registration information are in the Adult Ministry section on page 5 of 
the newsletter. 

Again, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the 
warm and loving welcome my family and I have received from you all. 
It is already a joy to be in ministry and service with you here at Bluff 
Park UMC. I give thanks to God for bringing us together for this time 
and season. May God give us grace to go as we are sent, serve as we are 
called, and reach our neighbors with the love of God! 

 

In grace,  

Pastor Kevin 
 

 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers,  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him,  so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 

believe, according to the working of his great power.  
– Ephesians 1:16-19 (NRSV) 

. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 am 
THE GATHERING AT BLUFF PARK: 10:00 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 am 
Nursery care available all morning! 

Care Contact Information 
205.533.9902 | care@bpumc.org  



A pipe organ is a living, breathing instrument made of 
wood, leather, and steel. Over time, some of these materials 
deteriorate and need to be repaired or replaced. 

This summer, some much needed work on our pipe or-
gan was undertaken. On June 8th, four 16-foot wooden 
pipes, one 8-foot wooden pipe,  and the antiphonal pipes (a 
collection of metal flutes that are locate above the Narthex 
door at the back of the Sanctuary) were removed and sent off 
for restoration. The wooden pipes produce the lowest notes 
on the organ and the antiphonal flutes produce some of the 
highest notes. 

After reshaping flutes and replacing old leather and dam-
aged wooden stoppers, the pipes were re-installed and tuned 
on July 25th and 26th. 

Randall Dyer & Associates from Jefferson City, Tennes-
see performed the work. They are the same skilled organ 
builders who installed and updated the organ in our Sanctu-
ary when it was moved there from McCoy United Methodist 
Church. 

The organ is now refreshed and ready for Sunday morn-
ings, choir concerts, and all the amazing performances that 
Art and Jay have planned for us this fall. 

Come join Kevin for the Pastor’s Bible Study this fall as we 
explore "In the Beginning-Genesis." Our story of faith be-
gins in Genesis 1:1. The fingerprints of the book of Gene-
sis are found throughout the rest of Scripture. We will 
study the text of Genesis itself, as well as the composition 
of the book, its context, and its foundational understand-
ings that are at the heart of Christian understandings. The 
study will start on Wednesday, September 7th at 4:30pm 
in the Fireside Room.  

If you love children and 
would like to be part of 
an encouraging and sup-
portive team, we've got a 
job for you! Little Imagi-
nations Preschool is 
looking for caring and 
enthusiastic profession-
als to join our team for the 2022-23 school year. School 
begins in August and runs through mid-May. Staff hours 
are 8:30-1:15, and may include two-day, three-day of five-
day teaching schedules. One added bonus: we are closed 
any time that Hoover schools are closed, so it is the ideal 
part-time position for a working mother or local college 
student. 

For more information, please contact the preschool ad-
ministration at imaginations@bpumc.org. We look for-
ward to hearing from you! 



  

The Children’s Ministry has had an amazing summer! 
Between Camp on the Bluff and Vacation Bible School, 
we were able to host over 200 children from our church 
and community at Bluff Park UMC over two weeks. To-
gether, these children learned that God created them, 
God loves them, Jesus saves them, and that they can share 
the love of God with others in their family, their commu-
nity, and the world! Further, our children at Vacation 
Bible School raised over $800 for Room 35226 Plus, our 
church’s mission project that provides school supplies for 
students in many of our local schools who are in need of 
these items. All of these children will be invited back to 
our first Midweek Meetup of the school year, and our 
hope and prayer is that some of these families who do not 
have a church home would consider becoming a part of 
our great church! 

Vacation Bible School and Camp on the Bluff would 
not have been possible without the love and support of 
everyone at Bluff Park UMC who prayed for these minis-
tries, gave tithes and offerings to our church, volunteered 
at these events, and/or helped prepare for and clean up 
after these events. From the bottom of our hearts and on 
behalf of all of the children: Thank You! We are proud to 
serve at such a loving, caring, and giving church! 

We now turn our attention to the beginning of the 
new school year! During the month of August, we will be 

encouraging our children to start their school year off 
right with prayer, love, and encouragement through a 
blessing of the backpacks ceremony on Sunday, August 
14th in both worship services. Further, we will be provid-
ing our rising 3rd graders with their very own Bible, 
geared towards them at their age level, on the same day.  
Finally, Midweek Meetup will return on Wednesday, Au-
gust 17th with Nerf Night! Our Midweek Meetup Chil-
dren’s Programs allow children from 2 years old-5th 
Grade to spend each Wednesday night throughout the 
school year growing in their relationship with God 
through Bible studies, games, music, Bible memory verses 
challenges (with great prizes!), and more! We hope to see 
you at all of these great events in August! 

We have had a really busy summer in the Student 
Ministries department, but we are so excited for the fall 
to be here! With School starting we are also returning to 
our Wednesday and Sunday Night programming! Below 
is our schedule for our upcoming Student Ministries 
events. Make sure to follow us on Instagram at 
@bpumc_students and on Facebook at Bluff Park Stu-
dent Ministry to keep up with everything we have going 
on and email mhendon@bpumc.org if you want to re-
ceive our weekly Student Ministry Newsletter.  

August 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  - Student Ministry Sunday 
School meets on Sundays from 9 a.m-10 a.m in the con-
nect room on the first floor of the church. Just take a 
right once you enter the church from the playground en-
trance!  

August 14th, 21st, 28th - Join us on Sunday Nights from 
6:00-7:30 for our Sunday Night Activites! We always 
switch between game night, mystery night, and serve 
night! No matter what we are doing though its always a 
good time!   

August 17th- Wild Wednesday Returns!! The first 
Wednesday night of the school is nerf night! Join us from 
5:30-7:30 for dinner and a fun night of nerf wars!  

August 24, 31st - Holy Ground Returns! Join us for Holy 
Ground from 5:30-7:30! 5:30 -6:00 is dinner, 6:00-6:30 is 
free time , and 6:30 -7:30 is our weekly student-led wor-
ship service! 



All Adults! Come join us for our Adult Vacation Bible 
School on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, August 9, 
10 and 11 at 10 a.m. We will explore “Amazing Grace,” 
with pastors Kevin, Ross, and Stanley. The pastors will 
discuss how we experience God’s grace preveniently, justi-
fyingly, and sanctifyingly. Each day, the program will be 
held in the Chapel at 10 a.m. followed by a mission activi-
ty, entertainment, and/or fun activities with lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

Please register for each day you would like to attend, 
indicating if you want the meal.  

Tuesday, August 9: Chicken, Dressing, Sweet Potato 
Casserole, Broccoli Casserole, Bread, Coca-Cola Cake, 
and a Beverage for $10. Registration with payment is due 
on Thursday, August 4th. 

Wednesday, August 10: Lasagne, Penne Alfredo, Sal-
ad, Bread, Dessert, and a Beverage for $10. Registration 
with payment is due on Sunday, August 7th. 

Thursday, August 11: Potluck Lunch.  Please register 
and tell us what you will bring by Wednesday August 
10th. 

Four ways to register – 1) Go to the Events Tab on 
the BPUMC website and scroll to find the day you want to 
register for, 2) send an email to adultministry@bpumc.org, 
3) call the church office, or 4) go to the link indicated be-
low: 

For Tuesday, August 9th: https://bit.ly/3aZNPlt  

For Wednesday, August 10th: https://bit.ly/3J1YQPI 

For Thursday, August 11th: https://bit.ly/3v6TQ6H 

All Adults! Save the date! On Wednesday, August 
24th, we will enjoy a movie, movie snacks, food, and fel-
lowship. Watch for more information to come! 

During the month of August, BPUMC’s mission focus 
is on supporting the work of Urban Ministry. Urban Min-
istry is a faith-based nonprofit focused on working with 
the residents of Birmingham’s West End to build a thriv-
ing community. As an urban mission of the United Meth-
odist Church, they work closely with their sister organiza-
tion, Community Church Without Walls, to extend com-
passion and opportunities for wholeness to everyone in 
the West End community. They do this by listening to the 
community, engaging their gifts and strengths, and build-
ing programs that affirm their dignity as children of God.  

BPUMC has supported the work of Urban Ministry in 
numerous ways, including our Easter Love Offering since 
at least 2012. Each week in August, we will share how 
you can further support the work of Urban Ministry 
with your gifts and talents. To learn more about Urban 
Ministry, go to their website: https://www.urban-
ministry.org 

In July, 211 households received food from BPUMC’s 
Food Pantry (Pantry on the Bluff). The following were also 
given out: 

 5,450 children’s diapers 

 400 children’s pull-ups 

 948 adult diapers  

 18 potty pads 

Our thanks to the 56 volunteers who prepared for and 
operated the July Pantry on the Bluff. 



August 1  
Ecclesiastes 2:1-17 | Psalm 127 

August 2  
Ecclesiastes 3:16-48 | Psalm 127 

August 3  
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 | Psalm 127 

August 4  
Romans 9:1-9 | Psalm 33:12-22 

August 5  
Acts 7:1-8 | Psalm 33:12-22 

August 6  
Matthew 6:19-24 | Psalm 33:12-22 

August 7  
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
August 8  

Hebrews 11:1-7 | Psalm 89:1-18 
August 9  

Hebrews 11:17-28 | Psalm 89:1-18 
August 10  

Luke 12:41-48 | Psalm 89:1-18 
August 11  

Hebrews 10:26-31 | Psalm 82 
August 12  

Hebrews 10:32-39 | Psalm 82 
August 13  

Matthew 24:15-27 | Psalm 82 
August 14  

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 | Isaiah 5:1-7 
August 15  

1 John 4:1-6 | Psalm 32 
August 16  

Acts 7:44-53 | Psalm 32 
August17  

Luke 19:45-58 | Psalm 32 
August18  

Hebrews 12:3-17 | Psalm 103:1-8 
August19  

Acts 17:1-9 | Psalm 103:1-8 
August 20  

Luke 6:1-5 | Psalm 103:1-8 
August 21  

Luke 13:10-17 | Psalm 71:1-6 
August 22  

Hebrews 3:7-4:11 | Psalm 109:21-31 
August 23  

Revelation 3:7-13 | Psalm 109:21-31 
August 24  

Luke 6:6-11 | Psalm 109:21-31 
August 25  

1 Peter 3:8-12 | Psalm 112 
August 26  

1 Peter 4:7-11 | Psalm 112 
August 27  

Matthew 20:20-28 | Psalm 112 
August 28  

Hebrews 13:1-16 | Psalm 112 

NEW MEMBERS 

 Melissa, Benjamin, an Robyn Payne - 7/3/22 
CONGRATULATIONS... 

Congratulations to Nate and Ellie Walker Sherman on the birth of a son, 
Walker Abbott Sherman on July 12th.  

Congratulations to Rachel and William Angel on the birth of a son, Lu-
cas Alexander Angel on July 16th.  

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION... 
The sympathy of the congregation goes out to the family of Tricia 

Shanlever who passed away on July 15th. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family in their time of loss.  

Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real-time connection. It helps 
members of our church family connect with each other and with our staff. 
Realm allows you to manage your own personal information, control your giv-
ing, make pledges, and keep in touch with the ministry groups that matter to 
you. 

Realm is not like a social network that’s open to everyone. It's only made up 
of the people in our church community. Realm gives you control over what in-
formation you share and who can see it. 

You can access Realm on the web or through a free app on your phone. 
If you have not setup your Realm account yet, contact Jason McCrory in the 

church office and request an invitation to join. 

You can sign up to have more daily devotional tools to 
enrich your LifeTrack Spiritual Formation Journey  

delivered to your e-mail inbox everyday!  
To subscribe to the daily email distribution use your 
smart phone and follow the QR code or visit the web  

@ bluffparkumc.org/lifetrack-daily 



BUILDING FUND 
Ginny Nash, by Pan Cahoon 
OPERATING FUND 
Frank Williams, by Rhetta Tatum 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Brad Johnson, by J.B. and Frankie Thrasher 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Pony Green, by Steve and Natalie Frost 

BUILDING FUND 
Jennie Alley, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
Marcia Bearden, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart 

Caldwell 
Susan Clowdus, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart 
Caldwell 
Julia Glass, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
Betsy Guy, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
Tina Hardy, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell  
Paula Lawson, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart 
Caldwell 
Debra McCallum, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart 
Caldwell 
Kathy Oliver, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
Joy Shultz, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
Judy Smith, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell  
Pam Torres, by Susan and Emily Kirkpatrick and Stuart Caldwell 
  Note: Some Memorials and Honorariums are not listed by the request of the donors. 

Wednesday, August 3 
7:00 am  Food Pantry 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, August 4 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
Sunday, August 7 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
Monday, August 8 
6:00 pm  Mission Committee 
Tuesday, August 9 
9:00 am  Adult VBS 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, August 10 
9:00 am  Adult VBS 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, August 11 
9:00 am  Adult VBS 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 

Sunday, August 14 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Tuesday, August 16 
6:00 pm  Under the Bridge 
Wednesday, August 17 
5:30 pm  Wild Wednesday: Nerf Night 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, August 18 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
7:00 pm  Book Club 
Sunday, August 21 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
 

Monday, August 22 
10:00 am Joy Circle—Mission School 
Wednesday, August 24 
10:00 am Wednesday with Friends 
5:30 pm  Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
6:30 pm      Choir  
Thursday, August 25 
9:30 am  Quilting Group 
6:30 pm  Finance Committee 
Sunday, August 28 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am The Gathering at Bluff Park 
4:00 pm  Sr. High Boys Small Group 
6:00 pm  Student Ministry 
Wednesday, August 31 
5:30 pm  Elementary Midweek 
6:00 pm  Youth Holy Ground 
6:30 pm      Choir  

August marks the transition out of ‘Summer Vacation’ mode for many in our 
church family. That often means squeezing in a few final vacation trips or weekends 
at the lake or the beach. But, just because you are away from home on the weekend 
doesn’t mean you have to be out of touch with the life of the church. 

Every Sunday morning the weekly Traditional worship service and The Gathering 
worship service are livestreamed on our website and the church’s YouTube channel. 
The Traditional service livestream is also available on our Facebook page. The link to 
the livestream page is on the upper right of the website homepage.  

If you are not able to tune in to the live broadcast, the full service recording is 
available immediately after the service on the livestream page, Facebook, and 
YouTube. 

You can also watch or listen to the weekly sermons on our Grow Deeper podcast. 
You can access both the video and audio on our website at BluffParkUMC.org/
sermons, through our YouTube channel, or on popular podcast services like Spotify, 
Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, Amazon music and more. 
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Believe, 
Belong, Grow, 

Serve! 
Bluff Park United Methodist Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world around us.  

Bluff Park United Methodist Church seeks to be a community creating relational experiences to help all 
people find life and know through a relationship with God: who they are, why they matter, and how they 
can serve the world in love. 


