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How If Changes Everything!

gesert breeze community church

“Handling Criticism”

RelationshiPs that speak the truth in love are GOD’s Primary means Of
GrowinG Us UP. EPh. 4:15

How to Receive It:

a
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My dentity must Be ComPletely in Christ. (Acts4:13:ps23:1; Phil.4:13;
2pett:3)

This will Give me the aBility t0 face rather than fiGht or fliGht.
(v4; EPh. 4:25-27; James 1:19-21)

Face: Is GOb tryinG t0 say somethinG t0 me aBout my life? vvo-
12,16 (Pro10:17, 13:18)

Seek t0 unberstand rather than t0 Be unberstoob. v2 (Pro20:5)
MOst imPOrtant thinG tO say: “Thank you very much | aPPreciate you
tellinG me that anb | want you t0 know that | will Certainly consiber
what you saib. Is there anythinG else you woulb like to tell me?” (pro.
15:1; 25:15)

K the cCritiCism iS true: “you are aBsolutely correct, | neeb t0 ask
you to forGive me. | aPoIOGize anb | want t0 PO my Best t0 make sure
it boesn’t haPPen aGain.” (Matt5:23-26)

Either way your ultimate Goal is t0 Put On bisPlay the Glory Oof
GOD. v18 (1cor10:31)

How to Give it:

g
g
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PeoPle must feel that you sinCerely care aBout them. v24a (1Pet4:8)
Affirm g celeBrate your relationshiP with them € their ProGress
in the LOord. v23 (HeB.3:12-13, 10:24-25)

Attack the ProBlem anb not the Person: “I know | haven't Been
easy to0 live with Please fOrGive me, But when you b0 A 1 feel
B___ Iwishyou woulb bOo C____insteab, But | neeb tO finb Out i I'm
miSSiNG SOmMethinG.” (Pro12:18,16:23)

The Benefits of it:

[1 christianity is more attractive t0 outsibers. v248 a Great many people
were abbed to the Lord (Matt5:13-16)

[1 BecCause we are BecOminG more like Christ. 25¢ In AntioCh 1st Calleb
christians. (John 13:34-35; EPh5:1-2)

0 R keePs you on track avoidinG costly mistakes £ livinG the fuliness of
life Christ Came tO Give Us. v28 AGaBus...foretolb Great famine (Pro13:18;
19:20)




i) Grawing

1) HOw are relationshiPs that sPeak the truth in

love GOP's Primary means Of GrOWinG Us UP (EPh. 4:15, 25)? Truth — love =
Superiority (Pribe/Overly controlinG) Or Love - Truth = Inferiority
(Fear/overly compPliant). whiCh way PO you tenb to lean?

2) Reab Acts 11:1-18. HOw boes Peter respond to the

critiCism? why is it SO hard t0 receive CritiCism anb why is it necessary t0
have your ientity completely in Christ? wWhy is fiGht Or fliGht Our befault
mobe? HOw PO these verses helP us tO face CritiCism (EPh. 4:25-27; James
1:19-21)2

3) when BeinG CritiCized why is it imPortant to ask: Is

GOD tryinG t0 say somethinG t0 me aBout my life (Pro10:17, 13:18)? peter
isn’t befensive But he boes Give a befense. What is his arGument anb how
PP his Critics respond (v18)? wWhy is it imPortant t0 seek tO unberstand
rather than t0 Be unberstoob (Pro20:5)? What is the most imPortant thinG
t0 say tO your CritiCs and how Shoulb you resPonb if the CritiCism is true?

4) Reab ACts 11:19-24a. Why was BarnaBas sent t0

AntioCh (v22)? HOw is he a Great mobel fOr GivinG CritiCism (vv23-24)?
Review the three impPortant Points from the sermon notes on GivinG
critiCism. WhiCh One(s) strenGths? Growth areas? Next steps?

5) Reab ACts 11:24B-30. What are the Benefits?

JOhn%:14 Jesus came full Of Grace ¢ truth. TRUTH: | was SO Sinful He hab to
Die. HOW boes that remove Pribe/ harshness from my WOrbs? GRACE: | was
sO loved He wanteb tO bie. HOw boes that remove fear/deceit from my
worbs? Pray PB full of love/truth.




