
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Bottom Line” Ecclesiastes12:9-14 
In these last six verses in the O.T. book of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon 
the wisest, wealthiest and most powerful man who ever lived gives us the 
“Bottom Line” to one of life’s most important questions: What is the 
Meaning of Life? It is a question you can’t afford to get wrong because 
you’re betting your life and destiny on it!  
 

Ecclesiastes12:9-14 

THREE OPTIONS TO FINDING MEANING IN LIFE: 
 

1) Try to Make up some Meaning.  
Eccl1:2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
V3 “What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?” 
“Under the sun” (29xs) = apart from God 
“Vanity” (38xs) = vapor, breath, meaningless, a waste of time that quickly 
passes. Life is meaningless apart from God!  

 
2) Try to Escape From it. (2Tim3:1-4) 

 
3) Discover the Real meaning of Life.  
V13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. (Job1:8; 2Sam23:3; Col3:22; 
2Cor7:1)  

 
FEAR GOD: (Inside) 
The Fear of the Lord is a life changing joyful awe and wonder of the 
beauty and glory of who Christ is and what he has done for us that ruins 
us for anything else.  

 
  It is a Life Changing…   
Pro9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of 
the Holy One is insight.   
Pro1:7 The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge… 

 
 Joyful Awe and Wonder…  
Dread of being hurt (James2:19; Heb10:31; v14) vs. Dread of causing hurt 
Pro.28:14 Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always, but whoever hardens 
his heart will fall into calamity. (Deut10:12). 

 

 Of the Beauty & Glory of Who Christ Is & what He Has 
Done …  
Ps130:4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. Pro16:6 By 
steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the LORD 
one turns away from evil. (John 3:16, 14:6) 

 
 That Ruins You for anything else. 
Pro. 23:17-18 Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the 
LORD all the day. 

18 
Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off. 

  
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS: (Outside) 
 Unconditionally  
1John5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome. (Pro3:5-6) 

 
 Joyfully 
Psalm 40:8 I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart. 
Gen29:20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but 
a few days because of the love he had for her.  

 
Growing Notes 

1) How do you think most Americans would answer the question: “What is 
the meaning of life?” How would you answer that question? Why is that a 
question you can’t afford to get wrong?   
 

2) Read Ecclesiastes 12:9-14. What stands out to you from this text? 
How is the Teacher’s (Solomon) purpose described in verses 9-10? Why 
do you think the Teacher would encourage caution as people pursue 
wisdom and the meaning of life today (v11)?    
 

3) Why is it significant that the Teacher’s words are based on the 
authority of the “one Shepherd” (v11; Ps23:1; John10:11-18)? Describe 
how seeking the Shepherd’s wisdom is different from seeking other 
sources of wisdom?  
 

4) What are the three options to finding meaning in life? Why do you think 
that the logical progression is that when we try to make up some meaning 
it will eventually lead to trying to escape from it? What does it mean to 
fear God and keep His commandments (Review sermon notes)? What is 
God speaking to you? Pray.   
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(aw) n. strong feeling of amazement 

 


