
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Intimacy with God” Luke 7:36-50 
 

In our text we meet two people, one a very religious moral man and 
the other a very irreligious immoral woman. Both are drawn to 
Jesus, both are in the presence of Jesus, both are listening to 
Jesus’ teaching. But one leaves distant, indifferent and unchanged. 
The other leaves feeling close to God, lavished by His love and 
transformed by His grace. In a general sense, everyone who 
comes to db this weekend will have one of those two experiences. 
What makes the difference? Intimacy with God!   
 
What is Intimacy with God? 
It is giving to Jesus your heart’s deepest… (vv38; 44-46)   

 Allegiances — It is transferring your most basic life trust from 

where it is to Jesus. Pro 3:5-6  
Faith: Knowledge [content]  Belief [conviction] Trust [commitment]  
 

 Affections — It is enjoying Christ in and of Himself as you sense 

His glory & beauty in your heart in such a way that it gives you 

pleasure and contentment. Ps 27:4; 84:1, 10  

 
 
What Intimacy With God Does? 

 It frees you from people-pleasing (fear of man). V39; Gal 1:10;  

Pro 29:25  

 

 It makes you a more loving, joyful, peaceful and patient person. 

V47; John 15:5; Gal 5:22-23  

 

 It gives you the peace of God to face anything. V50; Phil 4:6-7  

 
 

How to have Intimacy with God? 

 It is only by grace through faith in Christ consistent with the 

nature and character of God as revealed through His Word.  
Eph 2:8-9; Ex 20:3-7; Pro18:10 Assuming Spiritual Disciplines. 

 

 The more you rejoice in His indispensible and costly love for 

you the more you will rest & release your grip on those things 

that compete for your heart’s deepest allegiances and 

affections. V47; Phil 4:4  

 

 You will begin to sense deep in your heart the delight of the only 

eyes in the universe that matter. Vv44, 48, 50; Rom 8:15-16  

 

Growing Notes 

1) Why do you think you can have two people in the exact same 
church service and one leaves detached, indifferent and 
unchanged and the other leaves feeling close to God, lavished by 
His love and transformed by His grace? 
 

2) Read Luke 7:36-50. What stands out to you from this story? 
What is intimacy with God? What does it mean to give your heart’s 
deepest allegiances and affections to God? How do you see the 
woman in our story doing this compared to the Pharisee? 
 

3) What three things did we learn from this story that intimacy with 
God does? Which one are you in most need of? Explain. How does 
intimacy with God free you from people-pleasing, make you more 
loving, and give you a peace to face anything? 
 

4) Why do you think intimacy with God starts by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ (Eph2:8-9)? Why is it critical that we relate to God 
through spiritual disciplines based on His nature and character as 
revealed to us through His Word? What does it mean and what will 
it do as you learn to rejoice in God’s indispensible and costly love 
for you? What is God speaking to you? Pray.               
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