
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Extravagant God” Luke 15:1-32 

If you only knew the Father heart of God for you…it would change 
everything. If you only knew what He thinks about you, how He 
feels about you and what He wants to do in and through your life 
you would run to Him. You would make your relationship with Him 
your life’s greatest passion, pursuit and pleasure. Great Resource: 
Prodigal God (Rediscovering the Heart of the Christian Faith) by Timothy Keller   
 

JESUS IS REDEFINING…  
GOD: 

 He is a Father unlike you’ve ever known. Vv3-7 lost sheep; 
vv8-10 lost coin; Vv11-32 lost sons; Desiring/Seeking/Rejoicing 
(John 4:23; Rev3:20; Zeph3:17) 
 

 Earthly fathers shape our concept of our Heavenly Father. 
(Matt6:9; Ps27:10) 

 

 Your concept is healthy when you run to Him to be with 
Him rather than to use Him. (Rom8:15-17; 1John3:1;  
Matt. 7:7-11)  

 

SIN: 

 It is more than breaking the rules it is putting yourself in 
God’s place. Vv12, 29 (Ex20:3; Matt4:10) We are lost because 
of foolishness (v3 sheep), carelessness (v8 coin) and 
Willfulness/pride (v11 sons).  
 

 There are two ways to be your own Savior & Lord.  
 Younger Brother (vv11-16):  

Breaking all the rules (Self discovery) 
 

 Elder Brother (vv25-32):  

Keeping all the rules (Moral conformity) 
 

 It is believing that ultimate satisfaction is found in the 
Father’s wealth rather than in His love. (1Tim4:4; Rom1:25)  

 

 
 

SALVATION: 

 It begins with the initiating love of the Father. Vv20, 28 
(John 6:44; 1John4:19; Rom5:8)  
 

 It is received by humble repentance for not only breaking 

the rules but why you would ever keep the rules. Vv17; 28 

(Ps51:4, 12; 2Cor7:10-11)  
 

 Your heart will be captivated by what it cost the Father to 
bring you home. V31 (John 3:16-17; Luke 19:10) 
 
  

Growing Notes 

1) What are your thoughts and feelings about the introductory statements 
in the sermon notes? Why must we think Biblically about God, sin and 
salvation? How does our concept of God determine the quality of our 
relationship with Him? 
 

2) Read Luke 15:1-32. What stands out to you? These three parables 
were Jesus’ response to what (vv1-3)? How does Jesus redefine God 
for us as a Father unlike you’ve ever known (John 4:23; Rev3:20; 
Zeph3:17)? How do earthly fathers shape our concept of our Heavenly 
Father and how do you know that your concept of your heavenly Father 
is getting healthier (Rom8:15-17; 1John3:1; Matt7:7-11)? 
 

3) How is sin more than breaking the rules and what two ways can a 
person be their own Savior & Lord? How do the two brothers represent 
the two groups of people around Jesus in vv1-2? Which of the two 
brothers is easiest for you to identify with, and why? How is sin 
believing that ultimate satisfaction is found in the Father’s wealth rather 
than in His love (1Tim4:4; Rom1:25)? How do both of the brothers 
show this sinful attitude? 
 

4) How does the Father go out to both sons in order to bring them in and 
what does this say about who initiates salvation (John6:44; 1Jn4:19; 
Rom5:8)? What does it mean to humbly repent of not only of our bad 
things, but also for the reason we do good things? What did it cost the 
Father to bring you home (John3:16; Luke19:10)? Pray.  
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