
 
 

 

 

“Looks May Be Deceiving” (John 13:18-38) 
If we had been one of Jesus’ disciples, we would probably have 
found it difficult to be around Peter. He was blunt, and at times, 
arrogant and always said what was on his mind. On the other hand, 
we might have regarded Judas with trust and respect. Because he 
was very quiet, and seemingly humble and very rarely shared what 
was on his mind. Most would have voted for Peter as the one most 
likely to betray Jesus. Looks May Be Deceiving. Matt.7:1-5 
 
The difference between a False Disciple (Judas), a Struggling 
Disciple (Peter), and an Overcoming Disciple (John) is not by 
looking at the acts of their will (externals), but the attitudes of their 
heart (internals). Only Jesus sees deeply enough to know their 
hearts and still loves them all unconditionally. Therefore, we should 
love one another as Christ has loved us.     
 
Our Standard for Discernment is God’s Word.  
vv18-20; Heb.5:11-14 
 

False Disciple: Judas vv21-30 
The Nature of Sin: 
 

• Self-centered v30; John 12:6 
 
   

• Hides vv21-22; Numbers 32:23 
 
 

• Grows vv2, 27; Gen.4:7; Pro.4:23, 23:7 
 
 

• Deeply relational v21; Gen.6:5-6; Rom.1:25, 3:23; vv26, 30 

 

 
 

 
Struggling Disciple: Peter vv36-38 
Why We Struggle with Sin: 
 

• Overconfidence vv36, 37; Matt.26:41  
 
 

• False Identity v37; Matt.26:31, 33; Luke 5:8; John 21 
 
 
Overcoming Disciple: John v23; Mark 3:17; Luke 9:54 
How Do We Overcome Sin: 
 

• Beholding the Glory of the Cross. vv31-32; Matt.13:44; 
Isa.52:14, 53:5 

 
 

• Transforms us into Loving Christians. Vv33-35; 1John 3:16; 
1John 4:7-8 

 
 

Growing Notes 

1) What does it mean that Looks My Be Deceiving? Why do you 
think most would have voted for Peter as the one most likely to 
betray Jesus (See intro.)? Why does the Bible command us not 
to judge one another (Matt.7:1-5)?   

2) Read John 13:21-30. What is a False Disciple? Jesus 
befriended, loved, and served Judas like all the other disciples 
and yet Judas betrayed Jesus. What is the nature of sin? 

3) Read John 13:36-38. What is a Struggling Disciple? How does 
overconfidence and a false identity keep us stuck in our sin as it 
did for Peter?  

4) Read John 13:31-35. What is an Overcoming Disciple? What 
should be the greatest sign of a true disciple of Christ? Why do 
you think beholding the glory of the cross will transform us into 
loving disciples? Pray that db will be where False Disciples and 
Struggling Disciples will become Overcoming Disciples as we 
love one another as Christ loves us.         

 

 

Saturday & Sunday, July 31 & Aug 1, 2021   Ray Davis 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

desert breeze 

community church 
  


