
Do you remember your first experience with death? The
death of your favorite pet or maybe the death of a dearly
loved family member.

One of the first funerals I remember was that for my
Grandpa Tarkiewicz. He died in a tragic accident. He was
72. I was only 12 years old

I remember my parents sitting us down and telling us
what happened. They told us he had a picture of the
grandchildren in his wallet and how much he loved us. I
remember crying. I did not know what to feel or how to
handle the death of a loved one.

One day he was there...the next day he was gone. I
imagine you have been there too.

We spend much of life, avoiding and preventing death.
We wear seatbelts, look both ways when crossing the
street and take care of our bodies through exercise,
eating well, and if possible repairing parts of our body
when they are damaged. Yet, we will all die.

Years ago we took the youth group to a nursing home in town. The youth moved in and out of
rooms interacting with smiles on their faces. One resident asked me to gather up as many students
as possible. She told them to live their life, not to waste it as one day they too may be laying in a
bed. Perspective. Value. Time.



For we have mortal bodies. We have a soul that lives forever. They are intimately wound in
this time and space we call home. Long ago, it is recorded in the book of Genesis that God
created the heavens and earth. God also created man and woman. God formed Adam
“...from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living being.” He placed them in the garden, a place of perfection and
peace with God and each other.

No sin. No pain. No brokenness. No death. Until Adam and Eve chose what they wanted
instead of what God wanted. The LORD God shared with Adam and Eve the result of their
choice and sin “...for dust you are and to dust you will return.” Death was the result.

I have stood at many gravesites over the years. It seems like a place of finality. Together
we have surrounded the individual who has died. Spouses, children, parents, friends, and
others. I have said these words: “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes and dust to dust and the
imperishable spirit, refined as by fire, may be forever with the Lord”.

We all know we are more than dust. Our hearts & emotions still cling to the body. It is
difficult for us to disassociate it from the one who lived in it.  We are so much more than
just body and life is so much more than what we just know here and now.

Jesus said (John 11:25): “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me,
though they die, yet shall they live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die.”

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 4:13), "Brothers and sisters, we do not want you
to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest
of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him."

We are currently in the season of Lent. Lent is the call to remember who we are and
where we have come from and why. To stop a while and reflect on what is going on in me,
to cry to become new again, to lament. It is a season to confess sin and by prayer find
victory.

My prayer for you during Lent is to move into the hurt, pain, grief, and suffering for it is
here we find healing and hope. The promise of mercy and new life. Salvation from depths
of nothingness and guide to more life.

We will all face death one day. For some it will come quickly and as a surprise. For others
it will come at the end of a long illness or life. Are you ready? Do you know Jesus as your
Lord and Savior? For indeed we are dust and to dust we will return.

This season may we walk forgiven and saved by Jesus. May we walk with nothing to hide
before the Lord or others. May we walk as one quickly confessing sin. May we walk with
the Lord in the fullness of life God intended now and until the Lord calls us home.



A few years ago my Grandma, Evelyn, died on Easter
Sunday. It was one of the hardest days I can remember for
our family. Even though it was a day filled with sorrow it
was also a day filled with celebration as earlier in the day I
was able to lead the Easter celebration here at FBC. And just
5 short days later, our daughter Evelene was born (named
after her grandmother). 

It was such a reminder of the pain of death but also the
triumph of life! As we head into another Easter season, yet
again our family finds ourself looking at a new life coming
into our family.

Angela is due this month and I am being reminded of the
parallel of new life we are about to expect and new life we
find in Christ. Our Son is almost here and we could not be
more excited. God sent His only Son in the form of Jesus so
that we can find salvation and new life.

It is a reminder to me of the lyrics from the great song "In Christ Alone"

In Christ alone my hope is found,He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay,Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath,Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Be reminded of the new life we celebrate this season! The old has gone, the new has
come. Amen.



We continue to walk through our “History of the World” lesson
series. After covering the important elements of Creation,
including a look at the Nature of God and the specialness of
Humanity created in His image, we have now moved into the Fall
phase of history. Starting with Adam and Eve, we all choose sin as
we rebel against God and His commands. He desires an intimate,
personal relationship with each one of us, but that sin gets in the
way. It’s run rampant in this world, even to the point of God
needing to start over with the Flood. Yet that is not His failure, but
our own. As followers of Jesus, we are called to stand out in this
world as people who faithfully walk with Him, even while
surrounded by the influence of sin. We must trust the Holy Spirit
to guide us in all righteousness as we seek after the one true God
who is holy, righteous, all-loving, omnipotent, omniscient, good,
gracious, and so many other things. We will continue to address
the important moments in history and the role that sin plays in
them before moving into our Redemption phase around Easter.
We’d love to have you join us on a Sunday night from 6:30-8:30 for
a great time of friends, games, worship, teaching, small group, and
more! Also stay tuned for our Youth Game Night coming up on
Friday, March 19th from 6-8:30pm!

We all have a hero (or heroes) we look up to. Hopefully we do so because of the admirable
qualities they possess that we’d like to emulate in our own lives. God has given us His Word
to not just teach us about who He is, but also to show us many heroic men and women
from whom we can learn. In our “Heroes of the Faith” series, we’ve been walking through
the patriarchs in Genesis (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph) as we learn what made them
heroic and where they fell short. We can put the good things into practice in our own lives
and take note of other things we don’t want to be true of us. But above all else, the bottom
line has been this: God calls us to walk with Him by faith and we want to stand out in this
world not for our own sake but so people give Him the glory. God keeps His promises and
is working all things together for good, even in the difficult circumstances. We’ve enjoyed
acting out these stories, learning more about these great heroes, and putting those life
lessons into practice. We’ll now be moving into the heroes of the Exodus, the beginnings of
the Promised Land, and the time before the Kings. Please join us on Tuesdays from 6-7:45
for a fun evening of learning and growing together with your friends! And don’t forget our
Youth Game night on March 19th from 6-8:30!



"There are approximately 936 weeks from the time a child is born
until that child grows up, graduates, and moves on to whatever’s
next. But each week in the life of a child or teenager is unique.
Kids are constantly changing. And yet, we believe there is
immeasurable potential tucked away in these early years of a
person’s life. That’s when we began the journey to reclaim the
phrase, “It’s just a phase.” Rather than implying that each phase
is a time we must simply endure, we wanted to suggest something
different: every phase is a timeframe when you can leverage
distinctive opportunities to influence a kid’s future." - Orange

If you have been in the building lately, you may have noticed a
new wall in the Children's Ministry lobby. We have been
working on this for a little over a year now and are excited to
finally get to share it with you. You will notice there are Bible
suggestions on the wall for nursery aged children through
high school. We get asked a lot for recommendations on a
Bible for a certain age, so we thought we would share our
recommendations with you. You can look through the Bibles
and there are QR codes you can simply scan with your camera
on your phone and it will take your right to a link to order.

We also have pamphlets available for you to take for the specific phase your child is in
right now, from birth to 12th grade. They are a great resource and really hit the phase spot
on. You will also see tubes filled with pom poms. One starting at 936 weeks and then
continually getting smaller as your child grows. I know it may seem daunting, but, let it be
an encouragement to you and a challenge to make every week count. That doesn't mean
you have to take them on grand adventures every week or buy them every toy they want.
But, what you do with every week you have with your children matters. Make it count.

If you would like to read more about making every week count in each phase of your child's
life, this is a great book to purchase: https://store.thinkorange.com/dont-miss-it-
audiobook.html?category_id=160



Sunday Update
We have re-started small groups for elementary during 2nd and 3rd service.  And we have
some exciting news! We are starting a separate preschool class for 2nd and 3rd service kids.
We welcome your potty trained 3 and 4 year olds to join us. We do ask that you help us by
“saving a seat” on the church app before you come.  This allows us to pre-print your child's
tags and keep our small groups evenly spaced in quantity.  

Masks:
We are currently asking all kids and leaders to keep their masks on as much as possible.  The
kids do get a snack (after hand sanitizer) and they get a mask break during this time.

Nursery:
We are currently not offering nursery but are beginning to think through when and how to
open nursery.  If you are one who may be willing to help in this area please let us know.  We
are forming a list of willing volunteers before we start this area as well.

Elementary Worship with Family: 
We have had a lot of great comments about kids sitting with parents during worship. This is a
special time for kids to watch and participate as their family worships together. Kids truly
learn most from watching Mom and Dad.

Preschool and elementary aged kids (that have checked in) will be dismissed before the
sermon where they will line up into small groups and walk to children’s wing.

Sunday Curriculum: 
We are still airing a short kids program on Sundays. Also, we are using the Orange
Curriculum from Andy Stanley's church for our elementary small groups. Go to this site to
find up to date material we are teaching on Sundays for PreK through 5th grade.    
 http://studio252.tv/parents/this-month

Look up the “Parent Cue App” for free up to date resources for your kids on the go!  You will
enter your child’s age and the app shows you the countdown for your child of how many
weeks you have left till they graduate.  It also has age appropriate resources to help you
disciple your child.

Awana: 
We are recognizing kids that are working through their Awana books. If you have a child
working through their book please contact me at chelsea@familybible.church when they are
ready to receive an award. We want to continue to support families as they work through
their Awana books, no matter what pace you are going. It all counts!

VBS:
If you are interested in being a part of our VBS committee this year, please contact Caye at
caye@familybible.church We are excited to try something different this year. We would love
for you to be a part of our team. Planning meetings start this month.



BIRTHDAYS
March 2021

2 - Brooklyn Schoch
3 - Reese Sanford
6 - Brogan Jones
8 - Claudine Baklund, Paula Skidmore, Lori Smith
9 -  Judy Byam, Sawyer Swallow
11 - Judah Sweet
12 - Angela Gerten, Madeline Kue
14 - Addison Waito
15 - Joanna Tarkiewicz
16 - Braylon Walker
17 -  John Baklund
18 - Benjamin Simmons
20 - Asher Olds
21 - Rachael McLane
24 - Charlie Monaweck
25 - Jenn Jones
26 - Paula McDaniel, Rebecca Robinson, Joel Robinson
28 - Richard Gerten
29 - Deeghan Brandon, K.P. Waito


