
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the
tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the
Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb,
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was
like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became
like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’
Now I have told you.” So the women hurried away from
the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said.
They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

-Matthew 28:1-10
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One year later. One more Good Friday. One more Resurrection Sunday morning.

Last year, we grieved we could not be together.

We met on Zoom for Good Friday and then for Easter, Facebook and YouTube. 



It was proclaimed, soon we will be back together and we will have an Easter celebration!

Here we are one year later, one more Good Friday, and one more Resurrection Sunday
morning.

This time we'll be together, yet it will still be different.

I think of the words from Matthew 28, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking
for Jesus…” We have moved through the year and gather with anticipation, looking for
Jesus, in a way, like Mary and Mary did so long ago. 

However, we encounter Jesus in unexpected ways.

Jesus is not always where we expect to find him. The risen Jesus makes a difference. The
risen Jesus transforms reality. The risen Jesus changes our direction and destination. 

Jesus’ followers were distraught, broken, and hiding in fear because of Jesus’ death. It was
not what they expected. It was not what they hoped for. It was not what they had planned
to accomplish by following Jesus.

Resurrection makes all the difference. Resurrection changes the story and direction of
followers of Jesus. Resurrection has transformed my life and daily transforms my
perspective, dreams, passions, ambitions, words, actions, decisions, and how my story
ends.

I love that the angel of the Lord not only told them Jesus had risen but that he had also
gone ahead of them. They had not been left behind rather they were led to a place of new
beginnings and a realignment of living hope.

Jesus’ resurrection opens new possibilities of life for all of humanity. Jesus went ahead of
us to open the door to salvation and a transformed life as His followers. Jesus came to
give us life and life to the full. 

The women responded to the words of the angel. They hurried away from the tomb
toward the one who gave life. They ran from death and ran toward life. They followed in
the footsteps of Jesus filled with both fear and joy. 

Not only did they tell others on their way, they eventually met Jesus.

This resurrection Sunday weekend, may you follow in the footsteps of Jesus. May what you
find actually be the beginning of new life. May the fear and joy you experience be
transformed into worship of the risen Savior. May whatever you face in life today be the
next thing/situation which turns you toward and closer to Jesus.



The excitement of Easter is palpable in the Church this time
of year. Whether it's the planning of staff and leadership of
the great celebration, the kids getting excited for goodies or
knowing what we get to celebrate...there is something
exciting about this season.

Last year, the excitement was very different and unique. I
remember editing for hours and hours putting together a
virtual Easter service. The result was such a cool time of
having a virtual praise team and choir.

This year, the excitement is in the fact that we get to gather
together in person and online again! It seems so strange
that a year ago was so vastly different. It seems like a
distant memory in some cases.

However, the celebration of Easter will never change at it's
core. No matter where we are or how different the world
may be, the truth of Easter is resurrection and new life!
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EXCITEMENT

The song "King of Kings" that we will be singing in our contemporary services this
weekend tells the story that we celebrate not only on Easter but every Sunday:
 
In the darkness we were waiting, Without hope without light
 Till from heaven You came running, There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfill the law and prophets, To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory, To a cradle in the dirt

Praise the Father, Praise the Son, Praise the Spirit, three in one
God of glory, Majesty, Praise forever to the King of kings

To reveal the kingdom coming, and to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation, you did not despise the cross
For even in your suffering you saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation, Jesus for our sake you died

And the morning that you rose all of heaven held its breath
Til that stone was moved for good for the Lamb had conquered death
and the dead rose from their tombs and the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come to the Father are restored

And the Church of Christ was born, Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name, In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ, Who has resurrected me
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We are God’s people. God has chosen us. Let that sink in for a
moment. In spite of our sin and our brokenness, God chose YOU!
He desires a personal relationship with each of us as His sons and
daughters. Much of the Old Testament is characterized by the
struggle Israel had with God; in fact, the name Israel means “he
struggles with God”. They chased after other gods, living life their
own way, continually feeling broken and alone, left unsatisfied and
unfulfilled. And yet, there were also small glimmers of hope.
Prophets spoke of a Messiah, promised to one day come and
reconcile people to God. The people longed for deliverance. But
little did they know how it would come. Jesus came as a baby, in
the humblest of ways. He grew and matured and experienced
everything in life that we experience. His life and ministry was
filled with loving and serving those around Him, no matter who
they were. Jesus came to bring redemption, to live the perfect,
sinless life that we were created and intended to live. We look
forward to continuing this conversation at youth group as we
approach the death and resurrection of Jesus, knowing the
incredible redemption He has brought about. Happy Easter! 

We have a group of high school students planning to take a
mission trip to Jackson, Mississippi this July. If you are looking for
help around the house (yard work, spring cleaning, painting, etc.)
and would like to hire them, please let me know! We want to
support our students as they raise funds for this trip that God has
called them to. 

We continue to look at Heroes of the Faith throughout the course of Old Testament history.
Incredible men and women like Moses, Joshua, Ruth, Samuel, and David. What
characterized them as heroes was their willingness to trust God, to be obedient to Him, and
to follow after Him no matter what was asked of them. While they certainly had their share
of failures, they set incredible examples of seeking after the heart of God. Each of us has
been tasked with that. We want to view others and love others the way that God does,
leading them in ways of righteousness, as we trust God to work His perfect plans in the
midst of our circumstances. I look forward to continuing this series in the coming weeks! 

We had a great Youth Game Night several weeks ago, with some special game time outside!
Upcoming events include Moviemakers on 4/7 (12-5pm) and NERF Wars on 4/23 (6-8:30pm).
These are open to both Middle & High School students. Hope you’ll join!
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Sunday Update
We are so excited for all the plans, vision and support God is
giving us for the future.  We have no doubt that God will bring
us back to what we once were as a kid’s ministry…….and even
more!

We have moved kids to more age divided small groups on
Sundays.  Currently we have PreK, K-2nd, 3-5th for both 2nd
and 3rd services.  We need more adult and youth volunteers
for this rotation.  We are just asking for once a month, if you
can.  Save a seat on the church center app.  Once you save a
seat for your child in a small group then we will see it and pre-
print you a tag that you can pick up upon arrival for your child.  
There will be a colored star on their tag that correlates with
the flags hanging over the rooms in the hallway.  This is how
you know where to pick up your child. 
When weather is nice we may take PreK out to the playground
so please remember a jacket if possible.  

Policy Renewals:
If you received a notice that you need to renew this year
please prioritize an upcoming meeting and let us know if you
can join.  We do not need folks to be willing to serve yet but
we are praying that when we continue to open things up, we
still have an approved team of volunteers who can help us
with children.
Next Policy Class: On Zoom with Alysa Sanford 4/12 & 5/10
at 8:45 pm.

Nursery:
There are plans to re-open nursery soon.  Please be praying God continues to provide the
volunteers to help us open things again.

Covid Guidelines:  We are not requiring parents to sign an agreement.  We do have a
printout of “encouraged guidelines” in regards to Covid.  We are not taking temperatures

Elementary Worship with Family:
We have had a lot of great comments about kids sitting with parents during worship. This is a
special time for kids to watch and participate as their family worships together.  Kids truly
learn most from watching Mom and Dad.  

Elementary and PreK aged kids (that have checked in) will be dismissed before the sermon.



Sunday Curriculum
We are using the Orange Curriculum from Andy Stanleys church for our elementary and PreK
small groups. Go to this site to find up to date material we are teaching on Sundays for PreK
through 5th grade.    

http://studio252.tv/parents/this-month

Look up the “Parent Cue App” for free up to date resources for your kids on the go!  You will
enter your child’s age and the app shows you the countdown for your child of how many
weeks you have left till they graduate.  It also has age appropriate resources to help you
disciple your child.

Awana:
We do have kids working through their books this year.  But we are re-forming a team of
volunteers to fully open Awana in the fall.  If you or your High school  youth is interested,
please let us know.

Vacation Bible School:
This summer we are excited to offer an outdoor/hybrid VBS where kids can sign up for either
“sports” or “arts”.  We are currently recruiting volunteers.  More info to come.  Check out the
FBC VBS page for Caye’s recent video update.

http://studio252.tv/parents/this-month


BIRTHDAYS
April 2021

2 - Janene Sowles
3 - Landon Fazekas
5 - Amelia Monaweck, Sarah Smith
7 - Jabin Collins, Charles Middleton
8 - Raya Dunn
9 - Sophia Edgell, Ann Klauder, Karla Nail
10 - Micah Deitrich, Doug Kiessling
11 - Angie Myers
12 - Brahm Olds, Mary Dabbs
13 - James Flora, Mary Pike, Tori VanZandt
14 - Makenna Groeneveld, Andrew Groeneveld, Grace Larder
15 - Lucy Gensch, Matthew Russell, Wyatt Shearer
16 - Yer Kue, Harrison Simmons
18 - Josiah Shearer
19 - Kim Schlehuber
20 - Matthew Myles, Lori Robinson
21 - Breanna Hawkins, Judah Smith, Brynley Swallow
23 - LaNae Peek
24 - Todd Jeschke
25 - Evelene Gerten
26 - Marley Albrecht
27 - Sylas Jones, Natalee Noel, Lexi Van Lente
29 - Phil Deitrich
30 - Rodna Stealy


