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Hurry

While I was in seminary, a classmate and I drove a

great distance to go to church one Sunday morning.

One of our favorite authors was speaking and we

had to go. Following service the two of us

nervously approached him, shook his hand,

thanked him for his work, and asked him to come

teach at our seminary.

Dallas Willard laughed and complimented the

seminary but said he had enough work to be done

at the University of Southern California. After our

short conversation we excitedly walked to the car

thinking about our experience and time at church.

The writings of Dallas Willard have challenged the

church to be intentional about the way we have

discipled and are discipling followers of Jesus. We

too often reflect culture more than Jesus and one

of the primary ways is how Willard said hurry is

“the great enemy of spiritual life in our day.” He

went on to say we must “ruthlessly eliminate

hurry.”
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Purchase and read John Mark Comer’s book, The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry

Pick up from the coffee bar or download (website and app) the companion guide

to the series for free. It includes discussion questions, practices, and reflection

readings. This is a great resource for you personally, your home, or your small

group.

Gather a friend or two or a group of people together and journey through this

series together.

Post to social media your thoughts, experiences, and how God is working in,

around, and through you.

Last Sunday, we completed our series “Healthy”. For 10-weeks we studied, prayed,

and considered ways to be healthy spiritually, emotionally, physically, mentally, and

relationally. Yet I imagine we still have much work to be done...at least I do.

For many of us, me included, as John Mark Comer explains, “...hurry is the issue

under all the other issues. The root cause beneath so much of the anger and anxiety

of our cultural moment. And followers of Jesus are not immune to culture’s pain.

Many of us live with a low-grade fatigue and chronic anxiety that rarely, if ever,

goes away. We careen through our days at breakneck speed, and wonder where God

is in the fray. The reality is, most of us are just too busy to live an emotionally

healthy and spirituality vibrant life. Hurry is incompatible with the way of Jesus. The

love, joy, and peace that form the nucleus of Jesus’ kingdom are all impossible in a

life of speed.”

When I read Comer’s words something resonates in my soul. Then I again hear

Willard’s words and feel the prodding that he is right and has the solution. We must

“ruthlessly eliminate hurry”. 

Beginning July 11th we will journey through a five week series titled, Hurry. During

the series we will revisit some of the topics we have covered already this year but

move beyond the intellectual/theological to the praxis of living out what God intends

and desires for us. 

There is a solution to a life of hurry. In this solution we will discover or rediscover

spiritual disciplines/practices to connect us with God so that we will live a truly

missional life as disciples of Jesus inviting others to the way. We will practice

silence, solitude, sabbath, and simplicity and consider the impact they could have

and will have on us and those around us.

We invite you this summer to ruthlessly eliminate hurry and begin to move at the

speed God intends for us. May we begin to walk at a kingdom pace, at a Jesus pace,

and may we and others be eternally changed because of it. 

We invite you to get involved with our new series…
1.

2.

3.

4.



Recently I had someone say we don't do enough fast and

upbeat songs in our worship time together. As I looked

back over our song choices the last few months I realized

they were totally right. These upbeat songs definitely

bring a feeling of freedom and energy when we sing them.

Over the next few weeks you will see some more of that in

our Sunday morning 10:00 experience.

However, it caused me to think even more about all of the

songs we are singing. The question comes to mind, "Am i

thinking about what I am singing or just getting carried

away by the energy of the song?". You see, it's easy to

"feel" engaged in a song because it causes us to move or

clap. However, that can happen in any musical moment in

our lives. We could be at a concert, listening to our car

radio, in a store and realize that we are singing along and

clapping and moving without even thinking about it.

Worship, though, should cause us to slow down and

actually think about what we are singing.
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If we aren't thinking about what we're singing, then are we really worshiping? I could

recite poetry to my wife, but never actually think about what I am saying. Does that

mean I am loving her when I read it or am I just reading words on a page? We can sing

our hearts out at a concert to a song that we love and never think about what we are

singing. Is that worship? I can come on Sunday morning and coast through the music

time and read and sing the lyrics on the screen along with everyone else but never

actually consider what I am singing. Is that worship?

I've always felt that the Spirit tells me, "worship is in the response". I can read the

Psalms of David and see how he worshiped, but that does not mean I am worshiping

just by reading those words. I need to slow down enough to think about the words and

then respond to them with my own heart, my own words, my own worship. 

So when you sing a song like we do often here at FBC that says, "You are Good and I

will praise you. You are strong, in You I place my trust." Are we actually pondering the

goodness of God and actually praising Him? Are we actually resting in His strength

and placing our anxieties in His care? When we get to the bridge: "You are close to the

brokenhearted, You are fierce and a conquering King, You're my friend, yet a mighty

healer, You are here, You're everything"... are we analyzing these qualities and

thinking about how they have been seen in our lives and then responding with praise,

gratitude and worship? 

Consider that this week when you are reading scripture, singing songs, listening to the

radio. How am I slowing down and responding in worship?



Student Pastor
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June has been filled with some fun, exciting moments, as

we had a fun evening of Water Games, an Ice Cream &

Games night, and we celebrated our graduating seniors.

But the seniors weren’t our only “graduates” as Joanna

Tarkiewicz has recently “retired” as one of our high school

youth leaders, something she has been doing for 20 years!

We are so grateful for the amazing leadership she has

given our students over the years. If you see her around,

please congratulate her, thank her, and encourage her as

she moves into serving wherever God has her next. Our

new 9th graders will be moving up into the high school

youth group and starting on July 11th from 6:30-8:30pm

with Freshmen Initiation! 
We ask you to be praying for our students as we head to Jackson, MS on a mission trip

from July 25-30. We have 22 high school students plus 4 adults going on the trip.

Please be praying for us and for the people we will be ministering to as we seek to

serve, to learn, to grow together, as we reach others for Jesus. Should be an awesome

experience! 

We have our final graduation open house of the summer coming up and Elijah would

love to invite you to join! 

Elijah Smith: July 10, 4-6:30pm @ Leila Arboretum, 928 W Michigan Ave, Battle Creek

We recently finished our Middle School Mission Trip and it was a blast! We had 19

students spend the weekend serving our community, working hard to meet the needs of

those around them. We were able to spend time at a number of places including South

Michigan Food Bank, Alternatives, Salvation Army, and others. Our students learned a

great deal about why we serve and how we serve, then got to put that into action! It was

so cool watching them learn how to work together as a team and have fun as they

enjoyed serving others and sharing the light of Jesus with them. My hope is that this is

just a stepping stone to a lifestyle of serving, as they seek to put others first in

everything and make Jesus known. Thank you for your support of our students! 

Coming up in a few weeks (July 12-15), our middle school students will be serving at VBS

helping to lead our younger kids in sports and arts camp! Then in the evenings, we’ll be

having our Middle School Summer Hangout from 6-8pm at FBC! This is an exciting

opportunity for us to hang out as middle schoolers, to learn and grow together, and to

have a lot of fun. 

Our incoming 6th graders will be able to attend their first Middle School Youth Group on

Tuesday, July 20th from 6-7:45pm at FBC! We look forward to having our new group

join!



Guess what!! It is VBS month! We are in the midst of

preparing activities, meeting with VBS leaders and finishing

the final touches for our VBS week, coming up July 12th -

July 15th. We are so excited to have in person, VBS again on

the church campus and it looks like the community is too! We

already have 89 children registered, praise God. If you are

policy and procedure approved and available at any time

during VBS week, we would love to have you, talk to Caye or

myself, or just pop in and we will give you a task!

As summer kicks off, we have had more children attending, it

has been so much fun and just fills us with joy. I walked into

children's worship a couple Sundays ago and it was a

beautiful sight seeing the children worship our Lord, hands in

the air, singing their hearts out. It brought tears to my eyes.

Where did they learn how to worship and praise the Lord?

Parents, it is from you. Church members, it is from you too.

They have been seeing you worship for over a year now as

they are with you in family worship time. They are watching,

they are following your lead and it is showing in a great

way!

As a staff, we are praying for your families as you kick off

summer together. We know it is an adjustment, not only for

you, but for the children as well. We pray that this summer

will be filled with great memories, quality time together and

peace in your homes.

Don't forget about he parent resource wall in the children's wing. If you haven't seen it yet,

go check it out! There are some great resources for you. We have sample bible

recommendations for you to look through and a QR code underneath to simply scan with

your camera and it will take you to the direct amazon link to order. The pamphlets

underneath are yours to take and share some great resources on the phase your child is in

at each age.

Remember... You have 936 weeks from birth until graduation, then 676 (age 5) and then

260 (age 13). Although it may seem daunting, it is a simple reminder to make every week

count. The pompoms show the weeks in a visual perspective.

We hope this resource wall helps you as you continue to teach your children about Jesus

and His love for them.

Children's Ministries
Associate
Chelsea Wray

CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES



BIRTHDAYS
July 2021

1 - Caleb Kiessling, Jessica Walker

2 - Eliana Marino

3 - Mike Leathead, Makayla Myles, Jonah Smith

4 - Tom Tarkiewicz, Caleb Wray

5 - Trisha Sanders

6 - Mason Sanders

7 - Lorie Harris

8 - Stone Overweg

10 - Andrew Kersjes

11 - Jackson Larder

12 - Nick Dysinger

13 - Nellie VanDorpe

14 - Marilyn Darling

15 - Sam Krueger

16 - Dawn Iott, Madison Walker

17 - John Glassburn

19 - Ann Locke, Gracie Newland

21 - Deanna Livernois

23 - Jim Fish

26 - Melody Smith

29 - Noah Smith

30 - Karen Dysinger

31 - Isabella Smith


