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“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for

he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how

we may spur one another on toward love and good

deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and

all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

-Hebrews 10:23-25

May we at FBC continue to be formed into a people of

compassion and confidence. May we stand in the

authority Jesus has given us in the face of division and

fear. For our hope is in Jesus Christ and Jesus alone.

There is no one or thing or system or institution which

gives the hope Jesus does in and through the body of

Christ, His church.

Let us hold onto this hope with confidence. As we do

so may we spur one another on toward love and good

deeds. May we be a people who are together...a

people who meet together on Sundays but also on

every other day of the week. May we connect at

kitchen tables, coffee shops, restaurants, projects in

the community, and any other place we find ourselves

during the week.

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz



In Hebrews, the author acknowledges some people have given up on meeting together with

other believers; with the church. During the last 18 months the church of Jesus Christ has

been challenged, much like many other times in history, but it will stand and grow and

prosper for the glory of God. 

When we gather, we do so for encouragement. When I see you, I am encouraged. When you

see me, you are encouraged. It is a reminder we are in this together, we are growing in faith,

and on a journey with Jesus.

To those who gather weekly on Sunday and with other believers during the week...keep at it.

Share your life more and more. Invite to your home or a meal. Give your time and resources

away. Connect at deeper levels together. 

To those who only gather on Sunday...we encourage you to reach out to others to encourage

them, to develop relationships and friendships. It may be hard for you but it can be worth it.

To those who are new(ish) to FBC...we are so glad you are here. You may feel like you are

alone and the only new people but there are many like you who have recently made FBC

their church home and those who are checking things out. When you meet someone, they too

may be new to FBC. You are welcome and we are glad you are here!

To those who have been a part of FBC before COVID and been here during...introduce

yourself and welcome those you have not met before. Remember what it was like when you

first came, how would you like to have been greeted and welcomed? Do that for others.

Welcome people back to church with open arms.

To those who have yet to return to FBC, we love you. 

To those who are staying home for health reasons, we miss you and will be here when you

are ready. 

To those who desire to come back but you feel like it has been too long...you are welcome

and we are excited to see you again. 

To those who are now attending a church other than FBC. Please know you always have a

home at FBC and we would love to have you here but even more importantly, we desire

growth and maturity in faith for you. Go where you can grow and serve. If this is where you

find yourself and you are reading these words, we bless you and would love it if you’d let us

know. 

To those who have “quit” church or are considering it...I encourage you to give it another

chance. To focus on Jesus and not just on the brokenness of human beings. You are needed

and an important part of the church. To re engage your faith and grow in God. 

Wherever you find yourself today may you hold onto the hope of Jesus Christ. May you also

spur one another on as you meet together during the week and in a church on Sunday.

May the Lord continue to bless you this month.



My family has so enjoyed watching the Olympics. My kids are

climbing everything because they now think they are gymnasts.

Haha. But it is inspiring to watch these athletes and see the best

in the world performing in their element. As a father of a

daughter it is also really cool to point out these women and the

leadership, poise and grace they exude.

It has certainly reminded me of scripture as well:

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a
crown that will last forever. 
 26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do
not fight like a boxer beating the air. 
 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified
for the prize.

Creative Arts Pastor
Jon Gerten

These athletes at the Olympics are definitely gifted, but they also have spent most of

their lives training. They are prepared to meet the pressures ahead of them. Even still,

they admit their shortcomings. This has been even more evidenced this time around

with Simone Biles. She made a choice because she knew it would hinder the team

effort and the quality of the games because her mental state was not "in it". 

Now some have said she is weak and not representing the USA well. However, we will

never know if adding her to the team effort would have ended in gold. But we do

know that those who have also trained and been encouraged by her ended up with the

team silver and now the individual all around gold with Suni Lee winning this morning

(Thursday). 

Here is my point: we are called to train ourselves to run this race of life for the glory

of God. But we also need to admit our shortcomings and seek the accountability of

those training alongside of us. Our God is stronger and so in our weakness we need to

stop and surrender to Him in order to know that strength. In the midst of doing so, we

may see others rise up and take our place and do well for the kingdom and we may

also learn to grow deeper in our relationship with Him and with those surrounding us.

As Hebrews says: 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

We are surrounded by brothers and sisters in Christ. So let's be honest about those

things that hold us back and let us work together for the glory of the kingdom of

Christ. 



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

Our freshmen have officially been initiated into high

school youth group and we’re so excited to have them!

We’ve already had 12 of them attend, which is our most

ever! We get the opportunity to hear from several of our

graduated seniors, Elijah Smith and Noah Coleman, as

they share with us what God has taught them in their high

school years. We’ll also be having a number of fun

activities in August to celebrate the rest of summer, with a

Bonfire & Games Hangout August 1st at the Zebolskys’,

Kayaking Night August 15th at the Groenevelds', Señior

Fiesta on August 22nd, and Back to School Bash August

29th at the Sowles’. Excited to hang out with you! 
In the meantime, please be praying for our high school mission team currently serving

in Wilmore, KY as you read this! We had a last minute change of plans but are trusting

that God is using us exactly as He saw fit. We have an awesome group of 22 students

and 4 adults who have taken everything in stride as God has led us into something

different. We’re having a blast serving with a number of ministries around Lexington,

and God is growing our students closer to Him and closer to each other through this

time. 

July was an awesome month of watching our students step up and lead as they served at

VBS! They did a wonderful job leading our younger students through sports and arts

camp. We had a blast spending fun middle school time together too, with our Summer

Hangout in the evenings, as we learned how God calls us to PAUSE (Pray & Rest), REWIND

(Reflect & Worship), STOP (Confess Sin), & FAST FORWARD (Live with Eternal Perspective)

in our daily lives. 

Now that we have a new group of 6th graders who have joined us, we’re looking forward

to a fun rest of summer together! We get to hear from each of our leaders, Molly Collins,

Ruth Bocka, and Ross Williams, plus enjoy Gross Games on August 3rd (5:30-8:30) and

Back to School Bash on August 17th at Tarkiewicz's (5:30-8:30). We’d love to have your

middle school student join!



New Family Ministry Staff Person:
Please welcome Emily VanDorpe, her husband and 3 kids. 

 They live in Olivet and joined our church during this last

year.  As Chelsea Wray prepares to leave for Uganda we

have been updating her position for a “Family Ministry

Associate” that will fill her role with an updated job

description that we are very excited about. The VanDorpe's

are relatively new in our community so please help us

make them feel welcome.

Vacation Bible School:
What a great week we had for our VBS!

The kids and families loved the outdoor/hybrid VBS where

kids could sign up for either “sports” or “arts”. We had 122

kids, including 43 PreK. Oh my goodness!! 3 kids accepted

Christ for the first time. It was a very different week in FBC

history but we are so thankful for the volunteers and youth

helpers who made it happen.

Children's Ministries
Director
Caye VanZandt

CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES

Sunday Update
Currently we have PreK, K-1, 2/3, 4/5 for the full hour during 2nd service. Kids check into

classrooms, have worship in the big room and then return to classes for their bible story

and discussion. We are hopeful that this platform will allow kids to discuss what they are

learning from the story in a smaller environment and also get to know each other and

God's word in a deeper way.

First Service:
We do hope to offer a kids small group during the 1st service, once we find more

volunteers. We will wait till we have a good team to rotate or someone committed to every

week to shoulder this ministry before we start.  So if your interested in this please let us

know.



Nursery:
Nursery is open during the 2nd service.  Nursery can use more volunteers.  Please contact

Alysa Sanford if interested.

Sunday Curriculum
We are using the Orange Curriculum for our elementary and PreK small groups.

Go to this site to find up to date material we are teaching on Sundays for PreK through

5thgrade.    

http://studio252.tv/parents/this-month

Also, you can look up the “Parent Cue App” for free up to date resources for your kids on

the go! You will enter your child’s age and the app shows you the countdown for your child

of how many weeks you have left till they graduate.  It also has age appropriate resources

to help you disciple your child.

Awana:
We are currently recruiting a brand new volunteer team for our Awana/Mid week kids

program. We hope to start on September 14th.  More details to come.  If you are interested

in volunteering this year please let us know.

http://studio252.tv/parents/this-month


BIRTHDAYS
August 2021

1 - Abram Messner, Jessie Myers

2 - Ronald Kelley, Claude Laing

3 - Allison Leathead

6 - Lena Dunn, Heather Fazekas, Drew Kersjes

7 - Cora Keiper, Sandra Schulte

8 - Fred Bean, Jon Jones

9 - Raige Joseph

10 - Michelle Parks

11 - Grayson Nail, Mark Nail, Abigail Sutton

14 - Michelle Albrecht

17 - Jillian Albrecht, Katie Mansfield, Cindy McFadden, Niki Van Lente

18 - Nathan Zebolsky

22 - Logan Bocka, Alaina Dysinger, Everett Gerten, Noah Kue, Dasha Laing, Liberty            

.       Smith

24 - Sherrie Kelley, Tanya Newland

26 - Zachary Mills

27 - Tyler Weck

28 - Judson Sanford

30 - Rochelle Groeneveld, Alysa Sanford

31 - Caden Leathead, Brenda Mills, Lynda Smith


