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Hope

Disruption. A break from what is “normal”. 

The last 22 months have been filled with constant

disruption.

Disruption in relationships, jobs, stability, plans,

peace, safety, health, and trust.

The story of Christmas is also one of disruption. The

joy of Christmas colliding with the reality of a hurting

world. 
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A Christmas favorite is the song “O Holy Night”. The lyrics of verse one say: O Holy

night! The stars are brightly shining. It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. Long lay

the world in sin and error pining, 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth. A thrill

of hope the weary world rejoices. For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. Fall

on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born

The reality of Christmas and beyond is that there is always hope, even in the face of

hardship and suffering. Even weary hope.



Christmas is a story of disruption and weariness. Consider Joseph, engaged, finding

out his wife was pregnant. Joseph did not know what to do until an angel came

along. Kingdom wide census that demanded travel...when staying at home pregnant

would have been great. No place to stay so a birth and placing a newborn in a

manger...less than desirable conditions. First visitors to see first child...were smelly

shepherds

YET...in the middle of disruption and weariness was hope and joy as Luke (2:19-20)

records

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and

seen, which were just as they had been told.”

Weary young parents. Weary shepherds. A weary world rejoices because of the Christ

child.  

Weariness may be our story for 2020 and 2021 but so can it be of hope as well. I

daily live in the tension of weary hope like so many of you. 

On January 6th the world celebrates Epiphany which commemorates the revealing of

Jesus to the world. Jesus the hope of the world. Our hope and as we progress into

2022, I carry weariness but also hope. My hope is not in my ability, understanding, or

maneuverability to fix or change it. My hope is in God who sent his Son. My hope is a

living hope in Jesus. My hope is a confident expectation that my Savior is through

Jesus Christ. My hope is what I rejoice through even in the weariness because of

Jesus.

As we enter this new year, God meets us exactly where we are at and the grace of

God covers and transforms us. No matter the mess. No matter where we are. In the

darkest, dirtiest part, Jesus is the one that changes. Light in the darkness. Hope in

the weariness.



Rooted

Coming in January 2022, our church will be joining

together in communities for a 10-week discipleship journey

called "Rooted"

"Rooted isn’t simply a bible study or a book. It is a

community experience, where people practice 7 rhythms

essential to a healthy relationship with Jesus. Individuals

establish firm roots in the Truth of God’s Word through

personal study and then come together to discuss what

they’re learning in a space where they are safe and known."
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The 7 rhythms are the foundation of the Rooted experience. Each of these

rhythms was practiced by the early church in Acts 2. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

These 7 rhythms also act as a catalyst for life-change. In our communities (formerly

called small groups) there will be questions, conversations and group experiences that

help you find yourself in God's story. 

The Rooted Community Launch Day is Sunday January 16th at 4pm. 

This event will set the tone for the entire Rooted series. We are asking that all

communities attend this event to hear about what Rooted is all about and also have

an opportunity to break off into your communities for some time together. 

We are so looking forward to this great opportunity for you to grow deeper in your

faith and to form new communities or join with your current communities during this

discipleship journey. 

Sign up today!

www.familybible.church/rooted

http://www.familybible.church/rooted
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I hope you’ve had a wonderful Christmas season

celebrating with your family and friends! This can be such

a good time of year to slow down, take a deep breath, and

rest. The new year is a reset of sorts. What do you want to

be different this year? What are goals that you have to

help you take a step forward, to learn, grow, and mature? 

A hope that I have for this new year is for Health, and I’m

not just talking about Physical Health as we continue to

deal with a pandemic. Emotional Health, Relational

Health, Spiritual Health. My goal for our students is that

they would be healthy all around. We’ll be beginning the

new year with a lesson series focused on Relationships,

both of the Friendship and the Dating varieties. And most

importantly, this starts with a healthy relationship with

God, because we can’t hope to be healthy in our

relationships with others without being in a good place

with our Heavenly Father. 

I’m excited for what this new year holds for our students.

We’ll be returning for youth group on Sunday, January 9th

from 6:30-8:30pm in the FBC sanctuary and look forward

to having your high school student join! Stay tuned for

upcoming events as we continue to grow together. See you

on the 9th! 

Middle School can be a difficult time of life for many of us. Maybe you remember your

own experiences. So many questions you’re trying to answer of your identity, who you

are, what you’re about. Trying to fit in and feel like you belong. Trying to make friends.

And so much more. In this new year, we’re going to take time to address some of the

biggest topics our students find themselves facing with a lesson series called “Diary of an

Unpopular 7th Grader". We will be talking about things like social media, mental health,

drugs, identities, relationships, and more. What does Jesus have to say about these

things? What can we learn from the example He set for us? Come find out on Tuesday

evenings from 6-7:45 pm in the FBC Sanctuary Lobby. We’ll be back starting January 11.

Looking forward to a great new year together with your middle school students!
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Some of the ways we worked to grow that love for Christ and his church this Christmas

included a fun pizza party night with 3rd-5th graders. We had 18 kids attend in the middle

of a pandemic. It was such a hit that we hope to do it again more in the summer months.

We had our 4/5th grade LIT kids (leaders in training) help decorate the kids wing. Yes, that

means, it looks like kids did it. But that also means that they own it. When they come to

our church they know they are a big part of helping it stay alive and exciting. The truth is,

most of us leaders, are challenged by these kiddos because the best way to grow is to lead

something for Jesus. And we all have a part to play in that great purpose.....even if it

means hanging dollar tree ribbons down the hallway of the kids wing:)

The kids sang "Joy to the World" in Big Church on 12/19 and that was super exciting for

them and for families.

We also had a great "Happy Birthday Party for Jesus" on 12/26 in 2nd service. We had a

Bible story about the Wise Men and debunked the myth about there being 3 of them. (there

were just 3 gifts in scripture FYI). We love to get kids thinking and asking questions about

their faith. It's ok to have questions and sometimes the best way to learn.

One thing that has been really great during these crazy times has been the way it has

forced us to break out of the mold and the way we have always done things. We are

excited as we roll into 2022. We have some new ideas and new approaches to how we lead

things and we hope and pray it will be a hit.

We are so grateful for the simple things this year. Our

Awana year started out with a great fall season and we were

proud and thankful to get that off the ground. Thank you to

all the families who have brought their kiddos and all the

leaders who make it possible to touch kid's life for Christ.

Everything we do with kids is an attempt to make an impact

for Christ with your child. As we find ourselves at a

crossroads of cultural change we are asking new questions.

Are we adequately preparing today's kids to be resilient,

lifelong disciples of Jesus?  

We hope that as we make an impact that it is helping to root

your child in God's word and a love so deep for his church

that they want to come back for years to come and bring

their families back one day.  



We pray that most of all, your family is feeling supported in your role of discipling your

child. You are the greatest sermon they will ever hear. What are our kids hearing from us

about our faith? Do they watch us worship in the car or at home? Do they see us reading

our actual Bibles? Do they have a time with family to sit and occasionally have a

conversation around a passage in the Bible? 

So many moments in our everyday to model a Christian walk to our kiddos. We are not

perfect, as parents! But we are the greatest picture of Christ they will ever see! Press on

Parents! You got this.

Because He Lives,

Caye VanZandt

FBC Family Ministries



BIRTHDAYS
January 2022

1 - Brian Drenth

3 - Jameson Janousek

5 - Scott Paschal

6 - Jameson Albrecht, Dee Converse, Andrew Kiessling

7 - Erin Olds, Kimber Sweet

8 - Shannon Robinson

9 - Richard Wilson

10 - Keith Bonner, Greg Grimes, Jeriamiah Joseph

11 - Jedidiah Myers, Tim Skidmore, Matthew Sowles

12 - Kay Bean, Joseph Bryant

13 - Daniel Mikesell

14 - Phyllis Rutz

15 - Susan Deitrich, Myah Sanders, David Sutton

16 - Evan Tarkiewicz

17 - Mark Walker

18 - Matthew Walker

19 - Cherie McKinley

20 - Karen Weck

21 - Tobin Marino

23 - Ben lark

24 - Cassie Coleman, Karen Saltzman, Annie Smith

25 - William Zeisser

27 - Charles Bucienski

28 - Dylan Sanford

30 - Violet Groeneveld

31 - Nicholas Walker 


