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Rooted in Faith

“...be on your guard so that you may not be carried

away by the error of the lawless and fall from your

secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory

both now and forever! Amen.”         -2 Peter 3:17-18

As I type these words, it is extremely windy outside.

The flag on the nearby flagpole is waving in the wind.

The tree branches sway and violently shake. The

remnants of leaves from the fall rapidly move across

the yard. Yet the trunks of the nearby towering trees

stand firm.

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz

It is not new information to most that the tree is secure because of what is below the

ground not what is above. The root system stabilizes and feeds the tree. The roots

are crucial to the health and well-being of the tree. There are at least five different

types of roots providing stability to trees including tap, lateral, heart, sinker, and

fine roots. 

Every tree starts with a tap root to provide the initial stability and water retention

to begin its development. Lateral roots grow along the surface of the soil creating

more stability and greater absorption. Heart roots are sunk further into the ground

at a diagonal and have the same function as the lateral roots. Sinker roots go

downward several feet seeking water and nutrients found at lower levels. Each of

these roots also have fine roots increasing consumption. 



It is because of these roots the tree stands on windy days. It is also because of

spiritual roots we put down that we stand on days, weeks and months filled with

“wind”. Peter instructed us to “be on your guard so that you would not be carried

away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position”. 

Our secure position begins with the “tap root” of salvation. Salvation, when we turn

from our old self, our old way of life, and depend upon Jesus for our way and whole

being. The other roots, the structure, develops as we walk with Jesus and “grow in

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”. Because of Jesus we

walk in freedom connected to the Father God, rooted in Him. He is the stability and

one who sustains. 

During winter months, the trees around us have moved into a dormant state. As

followers of Jesus we seek to continue to grow at FBC. More than 120 adults at FBC

have sought and continue to seek the Lord in their Rooted Communities. Individuals

and groups, through the Word, prayer, service, confessing strongholds, and worship

are developing and strengthening healthy spiritual rhythms, rooting themselves in

the way of Jesus. 

Beyond the communities, children, teens, and adults continue to grow. In 2022

already we have celebrated salvation, rededications, welcomed new members,

dedicated a child to the Lord and continue to connect with our ONE’s. In the near

future we will celebrate baptisms, commission a group of Stephen Ministers, and

move into the season of Lent where we will focus upon prayer. 

I am excited and eager to continue to see what the Lord has for us as a church. As

we continue to root ourselves in Jesus by gathering together on Sundays, in

communities, groups, and gatherings and by walking with Him on a daily basis

through the Word and prayer we will see the movement of God in us and through us

all. 

For it is all about and “To him be glory both now and forever!“



Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook

and/or “follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC
To stay up to date…

1.

2.

3.

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)

http://www.familybible.church/


THE SUN!

Michigan can often feel like a never-ending winter. The

drab nature of the season and the lack of sunlight play

havoc on our emotional and physical selves. As I drove

into the church on Sunday morning, I noticed how much

brighter it was than my normal drive. I saw a beautiful

sunrise and was excited for the prospect of the day.

After church as I exited and went to my car I felt the

sunlight. Even though it was still cold, it felt so good to

just have the sun shining!

It is such a reminder of God's faithfulness in those dark

times.

Creative Arts
Pastor
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I went for a walk with my son, Avery, later that evening. Again, it was undoubtedly

cold, but it was worth it just to be outside and see the sun. The sunset was so

beautiful as well. As I woke this morning, it was early because Avery decided he

wanted some cuddle time on the couch on our main floor. I saw the sun slowly rise

again and saw the hues of our Creator appear. It was an expectation of the sun that

was to come. And I sit here writing this article, I see the sun in the sky and know that

God is faithful.

John 8: 12 says - Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

John 1:5 states - The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome

it.

And Ephesians 5:8 reminds us - For at one time you were darkness, but now you are

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

Even though this season can be unbearably cold and feel like it may never end, we can

be confident that God is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD! When the world seems like it is

going darker and darker we know He is growing brighter and brighter. Let the sun be a

reminder of God's faithfulness. The world may not understand it...but you, you

fortunate soul, you do! Give praise to God for His light in this dark world!

Don't be pulled into the darkness but know we walk as children of light in the light of

the Lord!



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

We’ve had lots of great conversation surrounding the

realm of relationships with our lesson series “Too Hot To

Handle or Handle With Care?”. God created each of us for

relationship, ultimately with Him. That is what He desires

for us, and Jesus died on the cross to give us that

opportunity. The question is, will we accept that, will we

believe in Him by faith and grow in a relationship with

Him? Our human marriages are meant to be a small

glimpse of our ultimate, eternal marriages with Jesus as

we live in intimate relationship with Him forever. So how

we pursue relationships now either points people to God

and brings Him glory, or it doesn’t. Our students have  
been challenged to think more deeply about how they are prioritizing their relationship

with God and loving their neighbors (that’s everyone!) as they consider what friendships,

dating, and eventually marriage look like in their lives. I encourage you to ask them

what they’re learning and speak from your own experience of how you’ve pursued God

through your friendships, dating relationships, and marriages. 

We have a unique opportunity this month for a youth group swap with Falam Baptist

Church! Their youth will be joining us on Sunday, March 6th as we start our "Gettin'

Schooled" lesson series with a look at God & Science. Then the next week, we'll head to

Falam (SATURDAY, March 12th, 6-8pm, 7 S 20th St, Battle Creek) for an evening joining

their youth group. Looking forward to our time together! Also join us for our Guys & Girls

Night on Friday, March 18th from 6-11:30pm. More details to come!  

We are nearing the end of our lesson series “Diary of an Unpopular 7th Grader”, which

has given us the opportunity to address a variety of issues that middle school students

face and talk about how we can handle those like Jesus. So far we’ve addressed the

social and virtual realms, mental health, substances, identity, and relationships,

recognizing that we’re all meant for relationships with others and are called to love

others like Jesus in those relationships. Jesus put His relationship with His Father first,

then His relationship with others as He served and cared for them. I challenged our

students to be lights in their schools as they stand out as people who live for God.  

Note that youth group the night of Tuesday, March 15th will be at MediLodge of Marshall

(879 E Michigan Ave) from 6:15-7:30 as we have a game night with the residents there.

We’ll also be a part of the Awana Grand Prix the night of March 22nd from 6-7:45 here

at FBC as we race our cars against each other! You can purchase those on Tuesday nights

for $8. Hope you'll join! 



Children's
Ministries 
director
caye vanzandt

Kids are asking much deeper questions these days and it’s leading to a more mature faith

in most of the kids in our ministry.  Covid has caused us to draw near to each other, be

honest and real about what’s going on in the world and pray more for God’s strength and

wisdom.  We are more transparent and relational after having dealt with the kids at FBC

through all of this and now that the ministry is gaining it’s legs again and returning to very

similar numbers that we had before, we are finding that it all feels much more genuine for

kids and with kids as we journey toward God together.  We know each other better, we

share our struggles and we just are so thankful to be able to meet and laugh and play.  I

imagine this is much how Jesus would have related to kids in his day.  And we are certain

that the best is yet to come!!  

Because Kids Matter,

Caye VanZandt

Vacation Bible School:
Announcing “Make Waves” VBS. Scheduled for July 11-14th, 2022. Save the Date.  More

details to come!Please contact Emily VanDorpe for more details at

emily@familybible.church.

Sunday Update
1st Service is currently running a kids Sunday School during the sermon time.  A huge

thanks to Gale Stoner for helping us give this our first trial run since Covid.  Currently Caye

led a month then Gale took a month and now Caye will return for a month.  We still

haven’t had much interest from leaders to help us, so we may need to take a summer

break and try again in the fall.  This is all fine for us but if anyone would like to help us

with this service we are very flexible as to what it could look like so please contact us.

2nd Service is back to pre covid numbers right now.  We have been meeting in the youth

room during this winter and it has been really fun.  Kids still go into their classes to do

Bible time and we have really loved the way this creates such amazing opportunities for

kids to ask questions and process what they are learning.  We can always use more help

with leaders and for the spring really just need some more subs to fill in.  

We have been thinking very deeply this Spring about how we

are making disciples in kids ministry at FBC.  We have been

reading through a book called, “Resilience” among our

Awana leaders.  We highly recommend this read for parents.

Here is an excerpt. (Author: Valerie Bell)

Spiritual Resilience:
“A quality that describes the spiritual elasticity of a child or
adult.  The resistant strength to bend and flex but not break
against the weight of culture”.  
There have been so many moments where we have worried

about our kids over these past 2 years.  But overall, what we

see in the core of them is a deepening among those who have

stayed the course, stayed in community and continued to be

discipled at home among their families.

mailto:emily@familybible.church


Nursery:
Nursery is open during the 2nd service.  Nursery can use more volunteers.  Please contact

Alysa Sanford or Sara Sweet if interested.  

Awana:
Grand Prix is coming March 22nd.  Huge thanks to Tim Sanders for all his years of leading

this event.  Also thanks to Steve Russcher for leading it this year and giving us the courage

to step out and make it happen.

Buy your car kits at Awana for the next 2 weeks only. (March 1st & 8th) .  $8 per car.
Scholarships available upon request. 

Check in on March 15th at Awana or Sunday, 3/20 after 2nd service.

Pizza will be served (donation accepted) at 6 pm before the race begins so families can get
there on time. Invite your extended family too.
Should be a great night! 

Our Awana Missionary, Brian Jenks will be the MC for the night.



BIRTHDAYS
March 2022

1 - Randy Schwan, Stella Tippen De Malpica, John Tippin

2 - Brooklyn Schoch

3 - Reese Sanford

5 - Caroline Stults

8 - Paula Skidmore, Lori Smith

9 - Judy Byam, Sawyer Swallow

11 - Judah Sweet

12 - Angela Gerten, Madeline Kue

14 - Addison Waito

15 - Joanna Tarkiewicz

16 - Braylon Walker

18 - Benjamin Simmons

20 - Asher Olds

21 - Rachael McLane

23 - Nolan Knaus

24 - Emily Bryant, Charlie Monaweck

26 - Paula McDaniel, Rebecca Robinson, Joel Robinson

28 - Richard Gerten

29 - K.P. Waito


