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FORWARD

“Threshold moments are equally beautiful and

terrifying. They have the capacity to make or break the

vision as you stand on the cusp of everything you’ve

ever dared to hope for…these special moments are just

the start of the adventure. They’re only just the

beginning so step in, take courage, and move forward.

You've been called for such a time as this.”

                                             -Friend of Pete Hughes

Forward. 

God is on the move and we desire to be in step with

the creator and sustainer of the universe. 

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz

For almost 40 years, Family Bible Church (FBC) has been a church centered upon

Jesus as we develop, serve, and reach ONE more.

This initiative is the fruit of the labor of over ten years of prayer, planning, and

processing. Last fall the deacons and staff examined the roadblocks, evaluated

needs, and put forth a plan to move forward. In doing so we have the two key

elements of our journey. First, for each child, teen, and adult to have a ONE. This is a

person who is not walking with Jesus, is local to our area, and we rearrange our life

to pray for, serve, love, and spend time with this person. With the desire that one

day they encounter and walk with Jesus. The second is creating space and place

through a physical building and finishing what we began discussing ten years ago.

(You can read more about these two by picking up a free guidebook at FBC or

visiting: familybiblechurchmarshall.org/forward.)



We find ourselves at a threshold as a church. This threshold is equally beautiful and

terrifying. It calls us to step out, to take courage, and to move forward in faith.

Today we stand upon the shoulders of others who have come before us. Those who

took steps of faith to build the spiritual and physical foundation we know and

witness at FBC.

During the last two weeks we hosted Vision Gatherings at the church and downtown

at the UNION. There were eight gatherings on four different days. What happened in

these gatherings were deeply encouraging and exciting. Together we heard stories of

what God has done and is doing in the lives of our church family. We took time to

share how God is working in the lives of our ONEs and prayed together for the name

of Jesus to be lifted up in Marshall and around the world. We examined why we are

in the Forward Initiative. 

The reason is people. People who find salvation, heal from hurt, recover from

addiction, heal after the death of a loved one or broken marriage. Who find

restoration in marriage, find community, and grow as a disciple. Those who have

been met where they are at and invited to grow in faith. 

We tell these stories because others have stepped out in faith. They have sacrificed,

committed, and moved forward. It took many then, it will take many now.

We invite you to do three things in this season. First, pray. If you are excited, pray. If

you are hesitant, pray. Seek the heart of God. Second, participate. Participate on

Sundays, through the devotions and prayer prompts found in the guidebook

(hardcopy and online), at the worship and prayer night May 11th. Finally, commit on

May 15th. This Sunday we will commit to a ONE and also the dollar amount toward

the project. This is an act of faith to sacrifice, to reorientate relationally and

financially. 

This is all for salvation, discipleship, care for one another and community, a place to

learn, grow, connect, serve, and welcome. We invite you to move forward with us in

faith!

Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook

and/or “follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date
1.

2.

3.

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)

http://www.familybible.church/


AWAKE MY SOUL

I have been very frustrated with Michigan! I just want the

sun and some warmth. With all of this overcast weather, I

have noticed the effects of seasonal depression. I know

many have this issue. As I was driving into work this

morning I felt the exhaustion and fatigue as well as some

anxiety and I knew I needed to listen to some worship

music. 

The song, "Awake My Soul" by Hillsong came on and spoke

to me so I wanted to share it with you and I hope it

encourages you. My prayer is that God would awake your

soul and that we would feel the warmth of the Sun soon!

Creative Arts
Pastor
Jon Gerten

Awake My Soul

Verse 1
There is a sound I love to hear; It’s the sound of the Saviour’s robe

As He walks into the room where people pray; Where we hear praises He hears faith

Verse 2
There is a sound I love to hear; It’s the sound of the Saviour’s robe

As He walks into the room where people pray; Where we hear worship He hears faith

Chorus
Awake my soul and sing; Sing His praise aloud sing His praise aloud

Oh awake my soul and sing; Sing His praise aloud sing His praise aloud

Verse 3
There is a sound that changes things; The sound of His people on their knees

Oh wake up you slumbering; It’s time to worship Him

Bridge
And when He moves and when we pray; Where stood a wall now stands a way

Where every promise is amen; And when He moves make no mistake

The bowels of hell begin to shake; All hail the Lord all hail the King

Bridge
Hey oh; Oh let the King of glory enter in

Hey oh; Fall down on your knees and worship Him

Hey oh; Let His praise rise up don't hold it in

CCLI Song # 7134998

Brooke Ligertwood

© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 567078



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

Spring is a time of new life and growth. We recently

celebrated Easter and the new life that Jesus has brought

us as we get to experience resurrection with Him! We are

reborn into His family, adopted sons & daughters of God. 

It has also been a time of new life personally, as Elsie and

I have welcomed our daughter Finley into this world!

Finley means “courageous one or fair-haired warrior”. Our

prayer is that Finley would grow to be a bold, courageous

woman of God who loves Jesus and fights for what is

right. While our students may not be named Finley, it is

also my prayer for them that they would stand up for

Jesus and 
that they would be known as courageous men and women of God. 

 

What role do you play in that? Set positive examples for them as you too stand up for

the things of God. Ask them how they’re doing and hold them accountable. Remember,

we are all called to make disciples. And if you’re a parent, then the #1 person you are

called to disciple is your kids, no matter how young or old they are! 

Looking forward to our Student Leadership Night on May 22 as our students plan and

lead our night of youth group! Note there will be no youth group on May 8 due to

Mother’s Day and May 29 due to Memorial Day weekend. 

Have a work project around the yard or house that you’re looking for someone to help

with? We have 29 high school students going on our mission trip this summer and they

would love to serve you! If you’d like to hire students for a project, please contact me at

nick@familybible.church. Include a description of the work you’d like done, how many

students you’d like to hire, and your availability. Help support our youth as they prepare

to serve this summer!

Our students have had the opportunity to study the first few chapters of the Gospel of

John as our leader Ruth has helped them learn great tools and methods for

understanding the Bible better! It’s exciting seeing our students put these into practice.

We look forward to having them lead youth group in its entirety for our Student

Leadership Night on May 17! After that we will be spending a few weeks in our “Gettin’

Schooled” lesson series learning about and discussing how we see God at work in the

world around us. Our month concludes with 8th Grade Celebration on May 31! 



It’s hard to believe that Awana 2021/22 has come to an end. God was faithful and

steadfast during this season, keeping our program up and running each and every week.

We have witnessed so many blessings along the way this year, with abundant fruit growing

and developing in kids and volunteers alike!

Since kicking off Awana in September 2021 (after being virtual in 2020), we saw families

committed to bringing their children to the church every Tuesday evening to learn from

God’s word. Parents took on a much larger role this year, as they guided their children

through verse memorization and workbook lessons at home. With this change, parents have

been the ones intentionally discipling their children each week. We celebrated multiple

children who received Jesus as their Savior and many were baptized! We rejoice with all

these kids and we are grateful to walk alongside families during these most important

moments. 

Awana is a robust program, and it truly takes an entire team to keep it in motion. There

are MANY hands at work, and each one is essential. Weekly, we had 25 volunteers

overseeing roughly 75 children during peak weeks (20 of those kids aged 4 and under)! We

also had countless other volunteers working special events like Spaghetti Dinner Night,

Grand Prix and Award Night.

May 3rd will be a celebration of all the hard work these kiddos have put in over the last

eight months. Every child who participated in Awana will be recognized, with those who

have completed their books or other challenges receiving additional awards. We are also

recognizing the many leaders/volunteers who have been faithful to this ministry. Most

notably this year is the retirement of Karen Saltzman, our Cubbie’s Director. She has served

Awana for many, many years and has made an incredible impact on young lives. Pray with

us that God would provide a team of Cubbie leaders this fall to continue in Karen’s steps.

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you, FBC church family, for partnering with us this

past year to re-launch Awana. It was truly a fantastic year. To God be all glory! 

Children's
Ministries 
associate
emily vandorpe That's A Wrap!



BIRTHDAYS
May 2022

2 - Drew Deitrich, Samuel Kiessling, Maverick Popovits

4 - Fred Chapman, Deb Schwan, Bethany Simmons

5 - Rob Surber

7 - Sharon Hills, Caye VanZandt

8 - Daniel McFadden

9 - Denise Glassburn, Alyssa Kersjes

11 - Elliana Olds, Lauren Robinson

12 - Doris Locke

13 - Devin Hagaman

14 - Mary Marshall

15 - Seth Jones, Brendan Parks, Jerry VanDorpe, Jackson Wray

17 - Cheryl Grimes, Kenyan Smith

19 - LJ Pierman (Barnett)

22 - Matt Brown, Mitchell Konkle

23 - Matthew Parks

24 - Mary Fedders, Stacy Meister

25 - Jerry Avery, Salene Smith, Luke VanDorpe

26 - Elayna Moreau

28 - Benjamin Hobbs

31 - Eli Messner


