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FORWARD

Praise God! Together we accomplished something

amazingly significant. On Sunday May 29th, we

celebrated the work God has done in and through us!

In fact it was “immeasurably more than we could ask

or imagine” and it was by God’s power working

through us! Our focus was upon commitments of ONES

and financial for places and space. 119 households

committed! 219 ONES were identified! $760,900 was

pledged surpassing our goal of $750,000! There is still

an opportunity for you to be a part. You can still

commit with your ONE and gift! Fill out a pledge card

at church or online

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz

 (familybiblechurchmarshall.org/forward). Thank you and it is a joy to move

FORWARD together for the glory of God and the good of those around us! 

A Spacious Place

He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.  

-Psalm 18:19

Twenty-one years ago I graduated college with the plan to temporarily move back to

Marshall for the summer. Pastor Gerten asked if I would serve for three months

during the summer of 2001 as the interim youth pastor at Family Bible Church. I said

yes, then I continued to say yes as the years moved forward. Full-time youth pastor,

associate pastor, and now more than five years in the lead pastor role.



The years have been great and at the same time they also have been challenging.

When one steps into ministry, one chooses to carry and feel both the heaviness and

the joys of all life has to offer. The joy of salvation, new birth, marriages, new

relationships, and service to a needy world. Also the pain of hurt, broken

relationships, death, disease, and a world-wide pandemic which caused division like

we have not witnessed in our lifetime.

In short, through the highs and lows of the last five years and the entire twenty-one

years of ministry, I am tired. Tired physically, emotionally, spiritually, relationally,

mentally and in other areas I am too tired to name in this current

moment……………………………Tired.

The beautiful reality is the Lord knows our needs before we do. The Lord provides for

us with a perspective and a spacious place greater than we can imagine. 

When I accepted the role of Lead Pastor at Family Bible Church, a sabbatical was

included. The language is as follows: “Following the 5th (fifth) year of service (or

effective as of January 2022), Pastor shall be eligible for 1 (one) week of paid

Sabbatical given per year served as Senior Pastor. Re-eligibility occurs after each 5

(five) year period…”

Whereas, some professions are required to “produce” or “create” during a sabbatical,

a pastoral sabbatical is intended to reflect an extended Sabbath day. Therefore, for

the good of FBC, my family and myself, I will take a five week sabbatical Monday

July 18-Monday August 21, 2022. 

The intent of this intentional set aside time is to rest and recapture a deeper sense of

joy in life, family, and ministry. Ultimately, to restore, reconnect, renew rhythm with

God, family, and self. This will not be five weeks of sitting on the couch (I’d be bored

by the second hour). I have intentional plans during these five weeks in each of the

previously named categories (God, family, self). The plan is to return after this short

season with a fresh perspective on ministry and life to guide us through the next

season of further outreach, growth, development and building. 

The church staff and deacon board have been preparing in order to continue to serve

our church and community without disruption while I am gone. By design, I, Kris, will

be wholly separated from the daily activities of church, gatherings, communications

and worship services. I have a strong suspicion, I will miss you, the church, more

than you will miss me and this is okay. By the way, yes, you may still talk to me

when we see each other in the community during the sabbatical. 

I plan to share more on Sunday morning June 12 during our worship services.

However, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. Also, feel

free to contact any of the deacons as well. 



I am looking forward to this time ahead. Maybe even more so, my family is looking

forward to this season. I am grateful that the Lord knew what we needed far before

we could imagine or understand. There is no doubt the Lord’s timing and plans are

perfect.

 -Pastor Kris

Since discussions began concerning Pastor Kris taking a sabbatical, the Deacon Board

has endorsed his doing so. The need for pastors taking a sabbatical is well

documented. Google pastor sabbatical and you will find more writings and studies

than you have time to read. Pastor Kris has prayed, planned and prepared with staff

and the board so the ministries of FBC will continue in his absence. Please pray God

will use this time to meet Pastor Kris’ desire for a renewed and strengthened

intimacy with God and a deeper sense of joy in life, family and ministry.

 -Al Byam, Vice Chair, Board

Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook

and/or “follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date
1.

2.

3.

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)

http://www.familybible.church/


Build Your Kingdom Here

I have loved playing the banjo during our Forward

Campaign! Haha! A lot of people have said to me, "I didn't

know you knew how to play the banjo!". And I respond to

them, "I know how to play that song on the banjo. 

 am grateful to my father-in-law who gave it to me

recently. It is close to 100 years old and so fun to play. 

Although the song "Build Your Kingdom Here" has a fun

banjo part and is an upbeat, unique song...it also has

some very good words. So I am sharing them below:

Creative Arts
Pastor
Jon Gerten

Build Your Kingdom Here

Verse 1
Come set Your rule and reign In our hearts again

Increase in us we pray Unveil why we're made

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope Like wildfire in our very souls

Holy Spirit come invade us now We are Your church

We need Your pow'r in us

Verse 2
We seek Your kingdom first We hunger and we thirst

Refuse to waste our lives For You're our joy and prize

To see the captives' hearts released The hurt the sick the poor at peace

We lay down our lives for heaven's cause We are Your church

We pray revive this earth

Chorus
Build Your kingdom here Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere Build Your kingdom here we pray

Verse 3
Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r Reaching the near and far

No force of hell can stop Your beauty changing hearts

You made us for much more than this Awake the kingdom seed in us

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ We are Your church

We are the hope on earth

CCLI Song # 6186078

Chris Llewellyn | Gareth Gilkeson | William Herron

© 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 567078



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

What does it mean to be a leader? A leader is one who leads.
Obviously. But in order to lead, you must have someone
following you. So being a leader really just means you influence
other people. We all are influencers of others. And the amazing
thing is that God has created each of us uniquely to influence
others in specific ways with special gifts, talents, skills, and
abilities. We all have a part to play. 

This past month we had the opportunity for a Student
Leadership Night, in which the students planned and ran the
entirety of youth group. They are capable and did an amazing
job! It’s so cool watching them step out of their comfort zones,
because that’s where the growth really happens. I encourage
you to reach out to a student around you and give them an  

 opportunity to lead, to step out in faith and watch God bring the growth. And with that,

consider how you are leading others around you. You may not feel like a leader, but

remember, you are influencing somebody around you, even if it’s just ONE. Are you loving

them and pointing them towards Jesus? Are you leading them like He would? 

We invite you to join us this Sunday, June 5th in the 10:00 service as we honor and

celebrate our high school seniors, along with those who completed college degrees.

Please support our graduates in their amazing accomplishments! In addition, the

following students would love to invite you to attend their open houses: 

Makenna Groeneveld: June 18th, 2-5pm, 5 Friendship Lane, Marshall

And please be praying for our high schoolers on their mission trip to the Great Getaway

the week of June 19-24! They will be spending the week serving as one-on-one buddies

with families who are affected by special needs and disabilities. This will be a great

opportunity to serve and to shine the light of Jesus! 

The middle schoolers also had an opportunity recently to run a Student Leadership Night

for youth group and they did great! As we move into the summer, we have lots of

exciting events happening that are a great chance to invite others. We are taking our

brief summer break from youth group starting June 21st, but will return with our new 6th

graders in tow on July 19th. In the meantime, we invite your middle school students to

join us for Video Scavenger Hunt at the Fountain (June 7th), Game Night at MediLodge

(June 14th), Vacation Bible School (July 11-14th), and our Mission to Marshall July 28-

30th! We’re excited to grow together as we serve and learn what it looks like to become

more like Jesus this summer! 



2nd Service Summer Changes:
We believe kids need to see their parents worship God.  This summer we have decided to

have kids age K-5th in worship with their families beginning on June 12 in 2nd service. Kids

will check in before service and then be dismissed before the sermon to come to the youth

room.

Nursery and PreK will continue as usual. They will check in and go to their normal

locations. 

 

1st Service Summer Changes:
Summer  kids church for 8:30 service will be put on pause starting in June and we will

resume in the fall.

Toddler Nursery:
We will be adding in short lessons for the toddler nursery this month. Parents will recieve

the PreK Parent Cue and can see the lessons their kids learned in their nursery time. Thank

you to Sara Sweet & Carla Edgell (our nursery directors) for helping us get this off the

ground.  

 

VBS Save the Date!
July 11-14 & Celebration Sunday after church!

Contact Emily VanDorpe for more info:

emily@familybible.church. 

 

Block Party:
June 4 3-6 @ FBC

Bounce house, snacks, fun!

Invite your ONE!!

Children's
Ministries 
Director
caye vanzandt

mailto:emily@familybible.church


BIRTHDAYS
June 2022

1 - Emzy Collins III

6 - Amy Holben, Joann Wendling

7 - Jacqueline Jeschke, Justin Coleman

8 - Abby Avery, Touxia Kue

10 - Lacy Janousek, Lori Walker

12 - Connie Williams, Reba Lark

13 - Cara Waito

14 - Sophia Ours

15 - Brenda Dunn, Lori Craft, Shirley Locke

16 - Ariana Russell, Calvin Stults

18 - Ezra Brown, John Rio, Jose Amaro, Owen Sanford, Rachel Luzadder

19 - Tierra Konkle

20 - Barbara Fitch, Donna Mikesell, Janell Cummings, Kaylin Marino

21 - Lillie Collins

25 - Pamela Gerten, Rod McFadden

26 - Brian Fazekas

27 - Chandler Iott, Douglas Mills, Linda Coleman

28 - Elden Collins

30 - Mallory Albrecht

THANK YOU

To our FBC family,

I am appreciative and humbled by the care shown to me after my recent fall. Thanks

to all who have called, sent cards, and brought food. Thank you also for the beautiful

flower arrangement and mostly for the prayers sent up on my behalf. I am still

having pain but feel loved by our “family”. Thank you all very much.

Reba Lark


