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From Cape Town to Marshall
 

“Love thy neighbor is not a request, it is a
commandment.”        -Bono

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.”  
-Jesus when asked what the greatest commandment was

As I write this newsletter, the Kuyasa Kids choir is gathered
together at FBC spending time in God’s Word before they
travel to continue The Creating Hope Tour in Indiana. The
choir arrived in Marshall on Saturday evening and
ministered to our community in mighty ways. 

Sunday morning, powerful songs and a powerful Word were shared in both services.
Our congregation was invited to stand alongside the needy and vulnerable in prayer,
giving, and sponsorship. As we looked into the eyes of children and teens, we together
had a visual picture of who these realities impact.

On Monday they visited Marshall High School. They spent time with the band,
orchestra, and choir. They sang at the school and had lunch with the students. They
visited one of our local museums and then took time for one person. I was moved as
the choir stood on the sidewalk of Sycamore Street and sang for a man on his porch
who was sick. The smile on the man’s face is etched on my mind. They then visited
True North Ice Cream for snacks and sang for the staff and customers there. It was a
beautiful day of fun and ministry in Marshall on Monday.



Years ago, we set out to focus ministry in one village in South Africa; Matipane. Just a few
years ago, our church sponsored every single child in need from that village. AIDS,
COVID, and other factors created a new reality where 46 new boys and girls from
Matipane had need for sponsorship. Our church, this one stop on the tour, would be the
only place these children from Matipane would be presented at churches (those not
sponsored would go online).

Sponsorship is not just about money but rather the relationship formed. Letters,
pictures, prayers and many of our FBC family have met their child when on a mission trip
to South Africa where time is spent in Matipane. One of Joanna’s great joys when she
was in South Africa years ago was meeting one of the boys our family sponsored for
years.   

How amazing would it be if we could once again sponsor an entire village? Well, we are
almost there! It gives me great joy to share with you that 42 children were sponsored
and only 4 are left! I am confident these four will be sponsored by someone who is
reading this or will hear about the need. 

I am happy to introduce you to:
• Lebo, a 10 year old boy living with his grandmother who loves math and soccer.
• Tebogo, a 11 year old living with his grandmother as well who loves creative arts, video
games, and soccer.
• Tiisetso, a 9 year old boy living with his grandmother who plays sports, loves cartoons
and studying Sepedi. 
• Surprise, a 10 year old boy living with his aunt who plays soccer and favorite subject is
Sepedi.

If you’d like to sponsor one or more of these boys would you please contact our office at
269-781-8400 or email Mary@familybible.church?

Thank you for being a part of bringing hope, for loving neighbors, and for sharing Jesus.

Blessings,
Kris



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

Honor. Serve. Love. Follow Jesus. 

As we've begun our "Hot Topix" lesson series with both
our middle and high school students, we've had the
opportunity to take a deeper look at Friends & Family.
How do we treat them? How do we respond when we
aren't treated well? How do we set godly examples for
them and point them towards Jesus? We 

Honor. Serve. Love. Follow Jesus. What does that mean? 

Prize highly
Care for
Show respect for
Obey

Honor

 
Jesus Himself talked about how we love others by laying ourselves down for them. We
are called to lay our lives down, to sacrifice, to surrender, to serve. We love by serving.
We love by honoring. And it all comes from following after Jesus. The more that we
spend time with Him and grow deeper in relationship with Him, the better we can
honor our friends & family, the better we can serve them, the better we can love them.
Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Him, no matter what, no
matter where, no matter how. How are you doing in this? Is there an area you especially
need to grow in? Our students are called to live these principles out, even if it isn't
reciprocated towards them. How can you lead the way and set godly examples for
them? 

We'll be continuing the "Hot Topix" this month with discussions on topics such as
Christianity, World Religions & Worldviews, Racism, Mental Health, and Sexuality,
Preference & Gender. Please be praying for our students as we talk through some
difficult things and ask God to help them be shining lights in their schools! 

Join us on Friday, October 21st at Marshall Lanes from 7-9pm for our Youth Bowling
Night! Open to both Middle & High School. Bring $11 for bowling & shoes and be sure to
invite your friends!  

 



Hello, Church Family!
Things sure are changing rapidly in Kids 
Ministry right now! In an effort to keep 
everyone informed, here’s the 
latest happenings from THE ARK!

Ark Remodel Updates: 
We invite families to take a stroll in the coming weeks. 
 New carpet has been installed in classrooms, hallways
and the lobby area. You’ll notice new wooden doors and
fresh paint inside rooms. These are major updates, but
the BIG change is just around the corner! 

Beginning the week of Oct 3rd, our vinyl wall designs will
be installed in the hallway and Youth Room.  this project

will completely transform our space and will make kids feel like they are on the ark!

If you are interested in completing a few remaining tasks to finish up the remodel, we
would love your help (materials and specific instructions provided). Some examples
include:
• Lightly sanding all doors
• Stain doorway into Kids hallway
• Paint touch ups – hallway and classrooms
• General cleaning after final installations are complete
Please contact Emily if you are interested in helping! emily@familybible.church or 517-977-
6670

Ministry Updates:
Fall brings so much excitement to children’s ministry! Kids are getting into school routines
and settling in from a busy summer. They are eager to learn and ready to have fun with
friends and volunteers. There is so much energy and joy when we gather together!

If you’re bringing kiddos to church on Sundays, they will be checking into our large
gathering space (Youth Room) that will soon look like the front of the ark! We will worship
and play together before breaking out into classrooms for Bible study and discussion/small
group time. 

Awana is officially off the ground and running Tuesday evenings from 6-7:30pm. Our
preschool group, called Cubbies, have a delayed start and will be meeting for the first time
on Tuesday, October 4th. We are so excited to get these little ones plugged in and learning
how much God loves them! If you have or know children ages 3 (potty trained) through 5th
grade, encourage them to check out Awana! Families are welcome to visit and get a peek
into what Awana is all about and registration can be completed at any time. If you have
questions about Awana, please contact Caye VanZandt caye@familybible.church. 

Children's
Ministries 
Associate
Emily VanDorpe



Thank you, church, for your support and patience as we have undergone many
changes and transitions in the past few months…and we aren’t done yet! Nurseries
will soon move down to the Kids Wing and spaces will continue to evolve. Your
continued help and encouragement will push us to the finish line! Thank you for
helping to carry the load this far! Join us in praying for and over the Kids Ministry.
May we reach the children in our church and community for His glory.

Blessings, 
Emily 

Operation Christmas Child

Shoeboxes available this Sunday, Oct 2 in the coffee bar area. They

are due back to the church by Nov 6.  Shipping is $10. These boxes

share the gift of Jesus’ love and bring Christmas to children all over

the world.  There will be a packing party Nov 1 from 10:30am-1pm

in Room 101.  Bring items for boxes and help fill them up.   Snacks

will be provided!   Please contact Karen Saltzman with any

questions  whitetailfarms@hotmail.com  or 269-223-2314. 



Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook and/or

“follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

BIRTHDAYS
October  2022
1- Bryan Meister
3-Eldon Albrecht
4-Roman Eddy, Steve Wendling
5-Blake Larder, Cheryl Hutchison, Mary Jo Ours, Megan Larder, Phil Smith
7-Rand McKinley
8-Aidan Johnson, Doug Myers, Haven Sanford, Marshall Hiscock, Noah Coleman
9-Alena Guenther
10-Dave Mead, Joan Chapman, Rachel Hagaman
12-Sarah Zebolsky
13-Brenda Murphy, Lee Denniston Jr
14-Carla Edgell
15-Jordan Iott
16-Brittnie Myers
20-Amanda Kiebala, Penny Esser
23-Mike Rio, Susan Bonner
24-Bertha Sims
25-Brian Sanford, Jen Stapleton
26-Elyse VanDorpe, Jay  Surber, Johnnie Newland
30-David Ours, Jon Gerten, Kathy Tarkiewicz

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)


