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THE CHURCH

This September we will review and renew our focus upon

who we are as a church and followers of Jesus. At Family

Bible Church (FBC), our mission is DEVELOPING followers of
Jesus who SERVE to REACH one more. 

To develop is to be formed into something or someone. We

aim to be like Jesus as we follow and develop.  

It is optional whether or not you choose to follow Jesus

(including calling yourself “Christian”, “saved”, “born

again”, etc). However, if you choose to follow Jesus,

discipleship is not optional. To follow Jesus (be

Christian/saved/born again) is to be His disciple.

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz

Then he (Jesus) called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me

and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world,

yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is

ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man

will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”         

-Mark 8:34-38



Jesus said if anyone wants to be His disciple (be Christian/saved/born again) this

person must do three things. 

 1. Deny Self

 2. Take Up Their Cross

 3. Follow.

To deny oneself means to forget oneself entirely and reject any thought of anything

that gets in the way or doing what will please ourselves rather than God. When we

receive salvation through Jesus we deny we are the means to salvation and we

repent of rebellion against God and cling to him through faith. In denying self we are

preoccupied and consumed with Jesus. In doing so it is easy to say no to sin, ungodly

attitudes, and unhealthy relationships. See James 4:7-10.  

We are also to take up your cross and become like Jesus. (Become Like Jesus). As
A.W. Tozer said, 
“In every Christian’s heart there is a cross and a throne, and the Christian is on the

throne till he puts himself on the cross; if he refuses the cross, he remains on the

throne. Perhaps this is at the bottom of the backsliding and worldliness among gospel

believers today. We want to be saved, but we insist that Christ do all the dying. No

cross for us, no dethronement, no dying. We remain king within the little kingdom of

Man’s soul and wear our tinsel crown with all the pride of a Caesar; but we doom

ourselves to shadows and weakness and spiritual sterility”   -A.W. Tozer

Finally we follow Jesus and do what Jesus did. Peter proclaimed to Jesus “We have

left everything to follow you…” I often wonder what I have left to follow Jesus.

Nonetheless we are called to follow Him and his example. We can replicate the way

of Jesus through prayer, fasting, public worship, study of the Scripture, silence and

solitude, service, and sharing. 

As disciples of Jesus we are to deny self, take up the cross, and follow Him. Jesus

said by losing one's life it is found. 

May we, this month, as disciples of Jesus follow and reflect Him in attitude and

action. May we be the church as Jesus intended for it to be.

Kris



Creative Arts
Pastor
Jon Gerten

After 37 years of attending Family Bible Church including 15 years

on staff, I am making a change.

Angela and I told FBC back in June that we would be stepping out

in faith to pursue what God might have in store for us outside of

vocational ministry.

We so appreciate the prayers, grace and support of our church

family.

I would like to officially announce to everyone that I have accepted the position of Video

Marketing Strategist at my alma mater Spring Arbor University! I am so excited that I get to

continue to tell the story of Jesus in a creative way.

My last official Sunday at FBC will be September 11th and I begin my new journey on September

21st.

Please continue to pray for us and the kids as we all transition into this new phase. We are

extremely excited for God's provision and also excited to see what happens next at FBC.

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KRIS

 

We are thankful for how God has answered prayer and provided a next for Jon. On the 11th of

September we will celebrate Jon, Angela, and the kids, their ministry, love and the fifteen years Jon

served here at FBC. Keep your eyes and ears open as we share how you can be a part on the 11th! -

Pastor Kris



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

 

As we enter into a new school year, please be praying for our

students. They find themselves faced with many difficult

conversations, decisions, and situations each and every day. Who

will they be? What will they choose? Who will they surround

themselves with? I truly believe God has a special and unique plan

for each one of them and it’s such a joy watching those plans

unfold. I’m excited for this new year as we have the opportunity to

address some of the many big issues our students are wrestling

with in our “Hot Topix” lesson series. We’ll be taking the time to

more intentionally discuss things like racism, politics, gender,

sexuality, and many other things our world is talking about and

which we need to be able to contribute to with some of what God 

 

You’ll notice a theme going here. Similar to our high school youth, and even to our Sunday morning

fall sermon series, we will also be embarking on a journey this fall in middle school youth group to

walk through some of the big topics our students are faced with on an everyday basis. I’m excited to

see how this challenges our students and how they learn through this experience. My hope is that

this leads to conversations between students and parents as they wrestle through these issues

together. We’re looking forward to a year full of fun events and youth groups together! Join us on

Tuesdays from 6:00-7:45 in the sanctuary lobby, starting September 13th. 

has to say about these issues! We want to be lights in this world as we stand up for what is

right, for the things of Jesus. Please join us on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:30 in the

sanctuary, starting September 11th. Should be a great year together with many exciting things

in store! 



Children's
Ministries 
Director
caye vanzandt

2nd Service Summer Changes will return to normal on September
18th

We have had a great response to having elementary kids in

service for worship this summer and it’s given our leaders a break

and a chance to re-group for the coming year.  

Kids will resume going to their “new classes” in the new wing and

will check in for the full hour during 2nd service.  

1st Service: We will not be opening 1st service till we have more

volunteers come forth to help lead this.

Future Kids Wing
We want to begin communicating here our tentative plan once the remodel is ready. See the map

attached. We know that change is hard but our goal is to create a secure wing on Sunday

mornings.  These plans have been worked and discussed for months in every scenario possible.

We are moving forward with a lot of pastor input and the vision and guidance of Jon Gerten.

The first big change will be moving the nursery. We may do this in phases but you can see in the

map where we hope to put them in the wing. The wing will be designed for early childhood ages

on Sunday mornings. But don’t worry! We have special plans for all elementary kids as well. 

Please be patient and flexible with us as we approach these changes.

Another big change will be that the nursing room will be turning into a classroom for Awana. We

hope to still have this room during our transition to use on Sundays for nursing moms (with a

rocker available to sit) but on Tuesdays this room will be used as a class. So you will see that

change coming soon!

Parent Call Sign in Sanctuary:
We now have a sign to call your child's number in service.  If we need a parent your child’s

number will flash on the sign over the side stage door in sanctuary (over Exit Sign). Please keep

your tags handy just in case.

 

Awana: We are starting in September 13 with a light family dinner night.  Cubbies will begin on

Oct. 4. Leaders still needed.  Register on FBC’s website.





Operation Christmas Child

Shoeboxes will be available Sunday, Oct 2 in the coffee bar

area. They are due back to the church by Nov 6.  Shipping is

$10. These boxes share the gift of Jesus’ love and bring

Christmas to children all over the world. Please contact Karen

Saltzman with any questions  whitetailfarms@hotmail.com. 



Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook and/or

“follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

BIRTHDAYS
September 2022

2- Lou Klauder, Randy Smith

3- Hannah Johnson

4- Shirley Works

5- Colleen Marino, Jessica Croff, Tim Sanders

6- Dennis Craft

7- Gary Gensch

8- Chris Iott

9- Aubrey  Cummings, Peyton Nye

12- Barb Peckham, Sharon Robinson

13- Nellie VanDorpe

14- Aaron Haynes

15- Elijah Smith

16- Bill VanZandt, Emma Popovits

17- Stacey Russell

18- Amber Kersjes, Corrie Messner, Maximus Stults

19- Crew Mason, Jim Kiebala

21- Dan Larder, Sienna Luzadder

22- Hope Overweg

23- Sadie Myers

26- Jason VanLente

29- Elsie Walker

30- Mark Pike

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)


