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It was the Winter Solstice, the night we gathered
together in the sanctuary for our Blue Christmas
service. The service was hosted by our Stephen Ministry
team. The team beautifully led us in song, shared
prayers and readings and also told their story. A few
individuals stood and spoke of loss and hope in Jesus. It
was a meaningful night together.

The moment that stood out to me personally was as I
was in the hallway greeting people as they entered.
There was an uncommon stillness in the church.
Sundays the church is a buzz with conversation, 

laughter, and children. This evening, the lights were low and we all knew the reason we
gathered was because of loss, pain, and grief. As people entered, I was overwhelmed
with the various reasons people gathered. I could not help but be taken back to time
spent with many of the people on the phone, in living rooms, hospitals, sidewalks,
church hallways, funeral homes, and other spaces that became places of sorrow and
the presence of God all at the same time.

As 2022 ended, we have turned a page in the chapter of the life we have been given.
We will never be the same because of what we have walked through yet we are not left
alone in our loss or grief. We have a God who was present in those moments and walks
with us today into what lies ahead. I think of the promise of God who will never leave or
forsake us.



Praying for 2023 I have many desires and hopes. My prayers have focused upon a church
with a heart for Jesus and other people. A church filled with worship in prayer, song, and
action. A church filled with love for one another. A church committed to the Word of God
and the transforming Spirit moving in people. 

Yes, there will be more loss. Yes, there will be more life changes. Yes, there will be
salvation, rededication, baptism, mission, and more! God is on the move and will
continue to work in and through us. 

As I was reflecting upon these thoughts about the past year and the one to come, a song
played in the background. The lyrics are from a father to his child. What follows are some
of the words from the song. May these words meet you where you are and carry you into
the newness of this coming year. May you know Jesus and His love more and more.

Blessings in 2023. 

“...So my prayer is wherever you go
May the road rise up to meet you
May the wind blow where you lead
May the Son shine on your face while the rain falls on your fields
May the world lie down before you
May you be all you can be
But may all those roads you roam wind home to me.”



Student Pastor
Nick Walker

New years, new beginnings. 

A new year is such a perfect time to start anew. Not that
we have to wait for January 1 to take steps to grow, but
it's such a natural point. 

I think of the truth Paul writes to the Corinthian church: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they
are a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!"  

Such a great reminder that we are new in Christ! It doesn't matter who we've been, it
doesn't matter what we've done. The psalmist tells us that God has cast our sins "as far
as the east is from the west". 

Maybe coming into this year, you are in need of salvation, of confessing your sins to God
and watching Him cast them far away. 

Maybe coming into this year, you're in a good place spiritually, you're on good terms
with God. But there's room for each of us to grow deeper in relationship with Him. 

How are you in need of growth this year? How are you trusting God to renew you?  

My prayer for our students this year (and all of you) is that we would allow ourselves to
be renewed by the Holy Spirit. A renewed desire for God and His Word. A renewed thirst
for Jesus. A renewed draw towards relationship with others who do and don't know
Jesus. A renewed sense of purpose and mission. 

God is making and will make us new if we let Him. All it takes on our part is surrender. 

Romans 12:1-2 - "Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act
of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's
will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will." 

As Paul tells the Romans, we must offer our bodies as living sacrifices, as an act of
worship. This just means we die to self and give the Holy Spirit full control of every area
of our lives. Everything we think, everything we say, everything we do is all an act of
worship to Him. 

How are you going to allow God to renew you this year to make you more like Him?  



It's this time of year that has us looking back and looking
ahead, all at the same time. Children's Ministry in 2022
was fast-paced, exciting and full of memorable moments.
We saw the FAMILY in Family Bible Church show up in a
million ways. We are so thankful for the year God gave us
and the wonderful things we witnessed Him do in our
church and in our families.

Children's
Ministries 
ASSOCIATE
EMILY VANDORPE

Spaghetti Dinner/Family Night at Awana
Spiritual Gifts Workshop for families
Volunteer & Leader development and appreciation 

And now we sit here, looking ahead. 2023 is here and there is so much promise for
what is next. The Children's Ministry staff has been and will continue to be praying
and seeking God's direction over FBC and the children we serve. It is our deepest
desire to know your children and, in turn, show them a God who already knows them
and loves them beyond measure! Kids are so important - they are the future and we
want to empower them and shepherd them well. We ask that you join us in praying
for this next year. We trust that God has incredible things in store for this generation!

While some dates are still being ironed out, there are a few things coming up that we
will be excited to share with you such as:

A monthly newsletter that highlights the happenings in Children's Ministry is printed
at the beginning of each month and is available in the Kid's Wing. Be sure to grab a
copy and mark your calendars for whats to come.

While you join us in praying over this ministry, please know we are praying for you as
well. We pray for all the "grown ups" (as we call them!) that shape and influence
young lives. We pray for the moms, dads, aunts, uncles, grandparents, foster parents,
friends of the family, teachers, bus drivers, coaches, tutors, daycare providers,
interventionists, school staff, home school parents, Sunday volunteers and Awana
leaders and everyone else who touches the lives of these kiddos. We are thankful and
eager to partner with you, to teach children how to walk with God. What an honor!

Finally, if you are ready and excited to learn about volunteer opportunities in
Children's Ministry, please let us know. There are needs big and small and we would
love to have you on our team!

Blessings!



2022 Contribution Statements will be available

January 22nd out in the coffee bar area.

2023 Offering Envelopes are now in
the office.  Please contact Mary if

you still need yours. 

Joan Chapman will be hosting a Q &A on the Mustard
Seeds Ministry at the Union on Thursday, Jan 26 at

7pm.  Light refreshments will be served.



Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by

requesting a copy from Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated

information about groups, events, services, and more. Please contact

mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook and/or

“follow” us on Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

BIRTHDAYS
1- Michael Meng
6- Andrew Kiessling, Jameson Albrecht
7- Erin Olds, Kimber Sweet, Titus Jarratt
9- Richard Wilson
10- Greg Grimes, Keith Bonner
11- Jedidiah Myers, Tim Skidmore
12- Joseph Darley, Kay Bean
13- Dan Mikesell
14- Phyllis Sandusky
15- Dave Sutton, Myah Sanders, Sue Deitrich
17- Mark Walker
18- Matt Walker
20- Karen Weck
23- Ben Lark
24- Annie Smith, Cassie Coleman, Karen Saltzman
25-Willliam Zeisser
27- Charles Bucienski
28- Dylan Sanford
30- Violet Groeneveld
31- Nick Walker

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app

(download Church Center)


