
IT  TAKES A FAMILY
Monthly  newslet ter  of  Family  Bible  Church

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3

Lead Pastor
Kris Tarkiewicz

Love
 

“...since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race

marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured

the cross…”     Hebrews 12:1-2
 

Would you please take a moment and reread the passage
above? As you read the passage from Hebrews was your
mindset focused on yourself or on the collective “we” and “us”
as the author intends?

I am thankful for the body of Christ. I am blessed to have brothers and sisters here in Marshall and
all around the world. I am honored to be a part of a long history of followers of Jesus both well
known and others forgotten by the world; all of the utmost importance.

The “we” and the “us” is critical to accomplishing what Jesus has set out for what He desires to do
in Marshall, the surrounding communities and the world.  

Again, hear the words from Hebrews,

 “We are surrounded…”
 “Let us throw off…”
 “...let us run with perseverance…”
 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…”
 “...the perfecter of our faith…”



The “us” and the “we” were so important to Jesus that the focus of one of His last prayers was on
the unity of the body of believers. Jesus prayed we would be one. The reason to be one was not to
isolate rather so the world would know the love of Jesus. Jesus’ heart desire was that His followers
would love one another. Then, the world would witness and be impacted by the community of
love for each other and the world. Jesus called it a new command, the command.

This month, our country will be consumed by the topic of love. Stores will be flooded with pinks
and reds of hearts, cards, candy, and flowers for Valentines Day. Commercials will fill your minds
with images of the perfect gift to demonstrate your love and television will be overrun with
romantic movies. However, I pray this month will be a massive outpouring of the love of Jesus into
us, and then through us to others in the name of Jesus.

So how can we continue to love one another as Jesus commanded?

 Visit, call, text, or email someone to check in
 Pray for someone and then let them know you prayed
 Ask the Spirit of God to direct you to someone to meet a need
 Warmly greet someone you do not know at church
 Warmly greet someone you do know at church
 Open your home to others
 Volunteer at FBC or in the community
 Connect in a group or class at FBC
 Drop off a simple unexpected gift
 Put down your phone and connect with your spouse, kids, and/or friends
 Read the Bible to discover God’s love for you and directive for your life

As we love, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the embodiment and fulfillment of love. 

Finally, if you do not know or you have forgotten, you are loved. God loves you so much, He sent
Jesus to lay down His life as a sacrifice to cover all of your sin. The payment of His life is more than
enough to give you access and relationship to the Father God. Jesus is sufficient to pay for your
sin and to give you new life. If you have not received this forgiveness, you can, right now. Pray,
Jesus I give my life to you and receive you as my Lord and Savior. I am a sinner. I believe you died
on the cross to pay for my sin. I receive your gift of forgiveness and open my heart and life to you.
Thank you for forgiving me and becoming my Savior. Amen!
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others the way He desires for us to. Already, we have had conversations about God's
plan for our lives, living life with the TDIG (To Die Is Gain) eternal perspective,
considering with each moment what Jesus would do, how we can shine like the stars
we're meant to be, and so many other things! I'm excited for the conversations we'll
continue to have in the coming weeks and months. And I encourage you too to be
reading the letter of Philippians with us as you come to Jesus for your heart, soul, and
mind to be filled, so that you too can love God and love others with all you've got. 

Looking ahead to this month, we're excited for our Broomball/Ice Skating Day from 1-
3pm on February 11th at the Newlands' house, our Super Bowl Party from 6-10:30pm on
February 12th at FBC, and our Youth Movie Day at the Bogar from 12-3pm on February
25th! Hope to have you join us not just for those events, but for Sunday night youth
groups as well! We meet Sundays from 6:30-8:30pm in the Sanctuary. 

We are currently having a series of "Mountainside Chats" as we walk through Jesus'
Sermon on the Mount, some of His most famous words and teachings. It's been great to
dive deeper into some of the topics Jesus talks about that are relevant to our lives as
teenagers as we learn how to act and respond like Jesus. So far we've talked about
things such as the power of sin and the power of our words as God calls us to go the
extra mile for others in loving and serving them. We are the light of the world and must
shine brightly for Him. God looks at our hearts, rather than the outward appearance, so
we too want to look at the hearts of others as we love them like Jesus. We should have
continued great conversations this month as we talk about things like prayer, serving
others, and treasuring the right things, the eternal things that truly matter. You're
encouraged to read through the Sermon on the Mount along with us (found in Matthew
5-7)! 

Join us for our Youth Movie Day at the Bogar from 12-3pm on February 25th, as well as
youth group every Tuesday night from 6-7:45pm in the Sanctuary Lobby! 

Student Pastor
Nick Walker

This winter, we are studying Paul's letter to the
Philippian church, talking about how we can fill up our
hearts, souls, and minds with the good things of God as
we follow the example of Jesus. After all, we are told by
Jesus Himself that the first and greatest commandment
is to "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all
your soul and all your mind". And with the overflow of His
love,  we "love our neighbors as ourselves". Jesus also
tells us that "out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth
speaks". In other words, our actions and words are driven
by what's inside us. If we can't get right on the inside, we
can't expect to be right on the outside, to love God and



Children's
Ministries 
ASSOCIATE
EMILY VANDORPE

We are gearing up for a busy season in Kids Ministry! It is
our hope that families will find many opporunities to join
us as we gather together for special events, Sunday
worship, Awana and more. The weather may be cold, but
the church is warm and the doors are open. So mark your
calendars and be sure to come hang out with us!

Upcoming Special Events:
Caye VanZandt, Children's Ministry Director, will be hosting a family workshop on
Saturday, February 25th. Join us at 9am for coffee and light refreshements. Caye will be
sharing about spritual gifts, with an emphasis on children! All ages are welcome to
attend, but please note there will not be childcare provided. This is sure to be a great
time of fellowship and growing together in our understanding of how God has made us
and wants to use us for His good work. What are your spiritual gifts? Come find out!

As the last few details are finished up in the ARK remodel, we are excited to celebate
all God has done and continues to do in the Kids Wing. On Sunday, March 12th, we will
take time as a congregation to reflect, give thanks and celebrate this project being
completed. The Kids Wing will be open after second service for all to walk through and
see. And we may even have a Noah-look-a-like available for pictures at the front of our
very own ark. We hope you will join us.

LIT meets again on Sunday, February 12th, following second service. Did you know that
children preparing to head into middle school youth group and out of our childrens
ministry have the opportunity to join a disciple-based group called LIT? LIT stands for
Leaders In Training and is available to children in 4th and 5th grade. This program is a
great way for kids to take on more ownership and responsibility -  at church and in all
areas of their lives. Last month, kids were challeneged to think of younger friends that
look up to them. They discussed what it looks like to be a role model, leader, and helper
to others. LIT members also have fun perks like leading worship on Sunday mornings
and helping Kids Ministry leaders with tasks and responsibilities. Email us today if you
have a child interested in joining! (Caye at caye@familybible.church)

And finally, we want to remind you that children are welcome to join Awana at any
time! Our program is flexible and we always have room for more! We gather most
Tuesdays during the school year, from 6-7:30. Groups are offered for preschoolers - 5th
grade. Stop by the Kids Wing to pick up a registration form and find additional
information.



Monthly Newsletter-This emailed and can also be sent to you in the mail by requesting a copy from

Mary at 269-781-8400 or mary@familybible.church. 

The Weekly-The Weekly is an email published midweek, every week with updated information about

groups, events, services, and more. Please contact mary@familybible.church to receive the Weekly.

Social Media-If you are on social media make sure to “like” us on Facebook and/or “follow” us on

Instagram. Search “Family Bible Church”. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1  Eric Monaweck

3  Collin McLane

4  Barb Osborn, Diane Peters

5  Emily McLane

8  Ruth Tichler

11 Al Byam

12 Aiden Noel, Kate Gensch, Olivia Surber

13 Madison Avery

14 Kori Albrecht

15 Dave Smith

17 Jack Zeisser

18 Abigail Coleman

19 Christy Seibert, Kelsey Scibbe

21 Randy Sowles

26 Cindy Upright, Larry Peck

28 Ellory Albrecht, Kathleen Brown

 Please remember to save your Family Fare receipts and turn them into the box outside the
church office!  (It must be the ENTIRE original receipt)  Once we reach $150,000 in receipts, we
will receive a check for $1,000. We use these funds for projects around the church.  We've 
 purchased outdoor signs and bench material for our trails as well as railings on the platform
in the sanctuary.  Thank you to Ann Klauder for tallying up ALL those receipts!!  We appreciate
you! 

The FBC church family would like to encourage our current college and military students with a special

gift to let them know that they are in our thoughts and we are praying for them as they journey

through this part of their life. If you have a college or military student who has been part of the FBC
family and would like to participate please send us your child’s address by February 17. Please send
the address to Linda Coleman at colemanl@mar-lee.org or Mary at mary@familybible.church.  We look

forward to hearing from you and are excited to be a blessing and encouragement to our students. 

COMMUNICATION FROM FBC, Stay Up to Date

You can also find other information at: www.familybible.church and our church app (download Church

Center)

Orphan Packages will be collected Feb 12 and Feb 19.  $3 for shipping.  A collection

box will be out in the coffee bar area.  Thank you!  Please contact the office 781-8400 or

Dasha Laing (269) 558-8008 if you have any questions.


