
MC Bible Study
Colossians 3:12-17

Leader’s Guide
Subject(s): Gospel Transformation

Discover the transforming power of the Gospel.

Objective: Expressions of a Heart transformed by the Gospel

The goal of this lesson is to take a closer look at the expressions or fruit
of those who have experienced total heart transformation.

Plumb Line: The Gospel changes everything or it changes nothing.

Prayer

Lord, please help us as we begin to study Your precious revealed Word. We are
incapable of understanding the Bible without the help of Your Holy Spirit. So, we ask
that You would come and open our eyes and our hearts to see and cherish the truths
of the Scriptures. Amen.

Reading

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do



everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” (Colossians 3:12-17)

Observations

1. What are the expressions of the Gospel that Paul instructs the believer to “Put
on”?

a. Compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, patience,
forbearance, forgiveness, love, peace, thanksgiving.

2. How does the passage ground this instruction?
a. The instruction is grounded in the Gospel. Ex. “God’s chosen ones, holy

and beloved…”, “as the Lord has forgiven you..”
3. Which attribute does Paul place the greatest emphasis on?

a. Love
4. Why does the passage declare this to be the greatest?

a. Love is the communicable attribute of God which binds all things
together.

5. How does the context of this passage define the attribute of peace?
a. The context here shows peace as that inward transformation that

affects all of our external relationships. We are changed by peace and
our relationships are also subsequently changed.

6. What seems to be the overall intent of verses 12-15?
a. The overall intent seems to be Gospel Community. That is a community

that is built upon the transforming power of the Gospel.
7. How do each of the attributes mentioned contribute to this overall aim?

a. Each of the communicable attributes mentioned above are relational.
i. Example: Forgiveness and kindness must be accomplished

within a relationship.
8. Considering the contextual direction of the passage, how does verse 16-17

further contribute to this?
a. The context of the passage shows a directional push for community. If

this is true, verse 16-17 would be useful in bringing clarification to the
manner in which this community is to be had.

Gratitude



Father, we are grateful that only You could transform us from slaves of sin to children
of God. We continually stand in awe of this miraculous work. Thank you, for loving us
so much that You sought to accomplish a way in which we might have an intimate
relationship with You and as a result, a greater relationship with one another. Thank
you, Lord.

Reflection

1. What are some Gospel Expressions?
a. Compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, patience,

forbearance, forgiveness, love, peace, thanksgiving.
2. What is the major emphasis of the passage?

a. The major emphasis is the transforming power of the Gospel. Changing
the outward expressions from self-centered to Christ-centered, which
inevitably will lead to greater community.

3. How does this passage shape our thoughts on community?
a. Community is deeper than geographical proximity. Community is about

the deep relationships built upon the lives transformed by the Gospel.
4. How does this passage shape our thoughts on mission?

a. If we are transformed by the Gospel, there are at least two things that
will factor into our missiology.

i. First, our Gospel Expressions will work as an apologetic tool to
create opportunities for sharing the Gospel and building
relationships with nonbelievers.

ii. Second, the community built upon the transforming power of
the Gospel will be a safe place for nonbelievers to learn that they
belong so that they can believe.

5. How does this passage shape our thoughts on disciple-making?
a. Disciple-Making happens best in the community built upon the Gospel.

This gives a greater opportunity for engagement, accountability, and it
creates a safe place for individuals to make mistakes.

Application

1. According to the passage, how should the Gospel be expressed in the
believer’s life?



a. The Gospel will change the way in which the believer thinks, feels, and
acts.

i. These thoughts, feelings, and actions are what we call Gospel
Expressions.

2. What are some practical ways that we can attempt to cultivate this?
a. As we go about our lives, we can test our reactions, conversations, and

imaginations against the Gospel Expressions (Also, see Galatians 5 and
the Fruit of the Spirit).

i. This is not meant to become another form of legalism. However,
it is a pursuit of a deeper, sanctified life. The goal is accountability
and conviction → the goal is never to step back into
condemnation.

3. Why is it important to remember the Gospel as the “anchor” for these
expressions?

a. This is how we avoid the pitfall of a work-based assurance. If we
remember that the Gospel is the center and the foundation, we will
consistently be reminded of the Grace that God has for our lives.

Meditation

God, we thank you for the Gospel. We pray that we will never cease to be refreshed
and amazed at the work of Jesus Christ. Help us to never forget His glory and beauty
as it is revealed in the Gospel. Help us to worship the Lord Jesus today. In Jesus' most
holy name we pray. Amen.



MC Bible Study
Colossians 3:12-17

Participant’s Guide
Subject(s): Gospel Transformation

Discover the transforming power of the Gospel.

Objective: Expressions of a Heart transformed by the Gospel

The goal of this lesson is to take a closer look at the expressions or fruit
of those who have experienced total heart transformation.

Plumb Line: The Gospel changes everything or it changes nothing.

Prayer

Lord, please help us as we begin to study Your precious revealed Word. We are
incapable of understanding the Bible without the help of Your Holy Spirit. So, we ask
that You would come and open our eyes and our hearts to see and cherish the truths
of the Scriptures. Amen.

Reading

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” (Colossians 3:12-17)



Observations

1. What are the expressions of the Gospel that Paul instructs the believer to “Put
on”?

2. How does the passage ground this instruction?
3. Which attribute does Paul place the greatest emphasis on?
4. Why does the passage declare this to be the greatest?
5. How does the context of this passage define the attribute of peace?
6. What seems to be the overall intent of verses 12-15?
7. How do each of the attributes mentioned contribute to this overall aim?
8. Considering the contextual direction of the passage, how does verse 16-17

further contribute to this?

Gratitude

Father, we are grateful that only You could transform us from slaves of sin to children
of God. We continually stand in awe of this miraculous work. Thank you, for loving us
so much that You sought to accomplish a way in which we might have an intimate
relationship with You and as a result, a greater relationship with one another. Thank
you, Lord.

Reflection

1. What are some Gospel Expressions?
2. What is the major emphasis of the passage?
3. How does this passage shape our thoughts on community?
4. How does this passage shape our thoughts on mission?
5. How does this passage shape our thoughts on disciple-making?

Application

1. According to the passage, how should the Gospel be expressed in the
believer’s life?

2. What are some practical ways that we can attempt to cultivate this?



3. Why is it important to remember the Gospel as the “anchor” for these
expressions?

Meditation

God, we thank you for the Gospel. We pray that we will never cease to be refreshed
and amazed at the work of Jesus Christ. Help us to never forget His glory and beauty
as it is revealed in the Gospel. Help us to worship the Lord Jesus today. In Jesus' most
holy name we pray. Amen


