
April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday

in Lent
 

10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship

Live Stream Worship
~on Facebook

 
Rev Karen Merrick
will be officiating

 
Scripture

Isaiah 51:12, 15-16
Psalm 23:4a

 
Jubilate Ringers
"And He Never
Said A Word"

arr Michael Ryan
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This Sunday:
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      During my seminary years, I took a trip with a classmate of mine who
was considering going on to school at Yale to get her doctorate and
wanted to visit the university in New Haven, Connecticut. We drove a
little farther into New England and went up to the little town of
Wilbraham, Massachusetts so that I could connect with a relative who
still lived in this town where my ancestors settled 400+ years ago. This
man, a cousin many times removed, was eager to show me a small-town
cemetery, the older of the two in town, where there were a number of
family plots. I did a couple of grave rubbings and was delighted to make
this connection with my family’s past. The original church that was also
on the grounds is long gone. And I am reminded that the practice of
establishing a new church and having a cemetery right next to it is
antiquated.  
      It used to be that as you walked up to church on Sunday, you were
walking through or past the church cemetery. The cemetery was a
reminder of the faithful who had gone before, worshiping on Sundays and
serving through the weeks. Now, we are a little more removed from
having to deal with the inevitability of death.  
      This week, the phrase from the 23rd psalm that we will be looking
more closely at is “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me.” We will consider expanding
the definition of death to include the death of dreams, the death of
relationships, the death of well-laid plans and more. And we will also take
a look at that wonderfully hopeful word in that verse, “through”. Even
though I walk "through" the valley of shadows.... When we walk with God,
we don’t stay in the shadows...God leads us to the light. See you Sunday.           
                                                                -Karen
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Volunteer Update!!
Thanks so much to all those who have responded to our volunteer needs for the
Easter Celebration, the Easter Brunch and Vacation Bible School. We are still looking
for:
 
         Easter Celebration:
               -Egg hiders (outside, from 10-10:20)
 
         Easter Brunch
              -set up tables
              -decorate the tables
              -bring orange juice
              -help prepare Easter morning (we need one more)
              -help during the breakfast (we need one more)
              -clean up at 10:00 (we need one more)

         Vacation Bible School
              -leader for the opening and closing
              -Preschool help
              -crew leaders
              -(Our learning station leaders are all covered...Yay!)
              -Decorate chancel and lounge
              -take down same decorations

Please note:  
-The Easter Celebration is a go! We are close enough to having all our volunteer
spots filled that we are comfortable saying this will happen.

-The Easter Brunch is almost there. We need a few remaining volunteers to put
this on the calendar (see above list)

-Vacation Bible School...we have quite a bit of help but we will need a few others
for us to say we can offer this to our children and those in the community.
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Service Opportunities

Palm Sunday Cluster Service
On April 10, 2022 at 6 PM, we will be joining together via Facebook for a shared Palm
Sunday Worship Experience. Rev. Dr. Alex Ruth, Associate Regional Minister of
Transformation, CCIW, will be our preacher for the evening. Rev.Hannah Fitch will
provide a moment with the Cluster children. The rest of the service will be led by
various members of Cluster churches. Information on how to participate in a special
offering that will provide shoes for Afghan refugees will be provided. (see below) 
 Communion will be shared so have elements ready so we may partake together.  The
link is https://www.facebook.com/eurekacc/live.

Special Offering
The Cluster Palm Sunday Service offering will be designated for “Shoes for Afghan
Refugees.” We are partnering with Union Christian Church in Franklin, IN, to provide
shoes and socks for Afghan refugees who have received temporary refuge at Camp
Atterbury while awaiting permanent resettlement across the U.S. Donations may be
made online or by check payable to Illinois Valley Cluster, c/o Jane Cahill, Treasurer, 7
Heather Ct., Washington, IL 61571.

Easter Candy and Plastic Eggs
   We are realizing that our Easter eggs
last year were fairly well depleted and
many were cracked. We are starting over
with collecting plastic Easter eggs for
our Easter celebration and egg hunt. If
you can bring in plastic eggs, average
size (not the tiny ones and not the big
ones that require 5-6 pieces of candy),
that would help us by not requiring us to
buy so many. We need to know how
many plastic eggs we will have to
purchase by April 10, Palm Sunday.
Please bring plastic eggs in well before
that if you are able to help.
   And, of course, we continue to need
chocolate and non-chocolate candy.
Thanks!

Easter Lilies
We will be purchasing Easter lilies to
grace our chancel for Easter Sunday
morning. Please consider adopting a lily
in honor or memory of someone or
something. Fill out the form in the
bulletin or call the church office. Each
lily is $10. You are welcome to take the
lily home after worship on Easter
Sunday.

https://www.facebook.com/eurekacc/live


Church Life
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Joan Gray
Jean Jones
Beth Reynolds
Elliot Truelove
Jody Kehl

04/09
04/09
04/10
04/10
04/12

Birthdays

RemindersPickleball
Paula Ahles and Sandy Surface are offering to teach a
group the game of Pickleball. We are gathering a list of
people who are interested. We will set dates once we have
a good group together and can work within their
availability. Sign up at the information desk!

Food Pantry
Thanks to all who brought in grocery
items for our food collection. That food
has now been delivered to Friendship
House. In April, our donations are going
to St. Thomas Church. Any non-
perishable items are much needed and
appreciated. Thank you!

Newsletter Deadline
Please have your article(s) turned in to
the church office by 12:00 noon on
Monday to be included in that week’s
newsletter. Thank you!

Butterfly Garden
Now that Spring is near, it's time to remember our animal
friends who are flying north, such as the Monarch
Butterfly. We have a butterfly garden that needs a little
primping to stay healthy. Can you donate a little of your
time to water and weed the garden? We have others who
will take care of opening up the garden for the season, we
just need some ongoing help to keep the garden healthy a
week at a time. The chore may be best accomplished with
a buddy; please sign up at the Information Desk.
               -Green Chalice crew

Anniversaries
Beth & Kevin
Reynolds

04/09

Tasting Peoria
Join us as we revisit an old favorite: the
Rhythm Kitchen! We're going on April 7th
at 6pm. The food is some of the best in
Peoria, and so is the company!

Movie Night
Come From Away tells the incredible true
story of 7,000 passengers, who were on
their way to different parts of America
when the tragedy of 9/11 struck. As the
American air space closed, 38 planes
were grounded in the Newfoundland
community of Gander, Canada. The story
is told through music, and it is one of the
most moving shows I (Mason) have seen
in quite some time. Come watch with us
on April 22nd at 7pm.

Easter Offering
   Several times a year, congregations take a special offering to
support the ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). These gifts are given above and beyond the regular
core support of Disciples Mission Fund. 
   The Easter Offering, collected on April 10 & 17, 2022, supports
several of the general ministries of the Christian Church. Your
gift supports college students in leadership development
programs, global mission partners, health and social service
ministries, the formation of new congregations, support for
pastors and chaplains, and so much more. Find envelopes in
the pews or you may use Givelify.

Disciples Women
We will meet on Tuesday, April 12, at 12:00 noon. Susie Ryan
will bring our casserole dishes back to be painted. Please join
us, even if you have not started a bowl. We will have
something for you to do. Please bring your own lunch.
Dessert and drinks provided. Please sign up at the
information desk.

CCIW Disciples Women
The Spring Gathering by Zoom. Friday April 29, 6-8:30PM;
Saturday April 30, 10AM – Noon and 1-3PM. Theme – Soul
Spa.  Registration online at https://cciwdisciples.org.

Spa

https://cciwdisciples.org/
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This Week Serving Schedule
Tues    03/29

Wed   03/30
Thurs  03/31
Sat      04/02

Sun      04/03

Mon    04/04
Tues   04/05

1pm VBS Meeting
6pm PACC Rehearsal
10am Growth Comm
10am Genesis Study
7am   Private Group
1pm PAMTA Recital
9am   Sunday School
10:30am  Worship
12:30pm Jubilate Ringers
1pm Sanctuary Choir
7pm  Private Group
5pm Tae Kwon Do Class
6pm PACC Rehearsal

Presiding Elder:
Elders:

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Greeters:

Counters:

Deacons
   Chancel:
   Head:

Mike Buckley
Kevin Cheatham
Steve West
Becky Sisk
Natalie Woods
Jake & Laura
         Cohen
Steve West
Ralph Tegg

Laura Cohen
Jake Cohen
Cheryl Davis
Tom Davis
Darren Woods


