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DECEMBER 2INYBREAD OF LIFE

‘I am the bread of life,” Jesus told therm.
"No one who comes to me will ever be hungry.
and no one who believes in me will ever be thirsty again.
John 6:35

Peflect

‘ ‘What name for Jesus does this scripture reveal?
" What does this name teach about who Jesus is and what he does?
“‘ How will knowing and loving Jesus by this name change how you think, speak

and act today?

The imagery of bread was important to God's people, it was a symbol to thern of God's
faithful provision as he led them through the wilderness. The true story of their
ancestors being fed by manna would have been on their minds as they heard Jesus
call himself by this name. But Jesus is the true and better mannal He has come down
from heaven as the faithful provision of God. Yet he is not just the bread, he is the
bread of life. He is abundant and enough. No one who comes to him will ever be
hungry again.

Confess other appetites you are trying to fill, and the things you look to for satisfaction

outside of Jesus. Praise Jesus today that he is enough.that the love, peace and
satisfaction found in him are abundant and life-giving

Cotnect,

John 6:47-51

Petpperd

Think about how you might meditate on Jesus as the Bread of Life. You might choose to
feast as a family and consider what Jesus meant when he said coming to him would
mean never hungering again. OR you might choose to fast at some point today...setting
aside earthly food for a time of prayer with God: and by doing so, remember and
submit to your source of TRUE sustenance.



DECEMBE —REDEEMER

But I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the end
he will stand on the dust.
Job 19: 25

Peflect

‘ ‘What name for Jesus does this scripture reveal?
" What does this name teach about who Jesus is and what he does?
“‘ How will knowing and loving Jesus by this name change how you think, speak

and act today?

Calling Jesus by the name Redeemer first admits that we are slaves! Slaves to sin
and death. We don't have the ability or the will on our own to free ourselves from this
bondage and we are helpless without a redeemer. We need someone to buy us back
out of slavery. As the Redeemer, Jesus paid the price or ransom for our freedom -

the cost to him was death. Not only that, Jesus' death redeems ALL creation. He is
redeeming it all from sin and death and will one day makes all things new!

Vorsy

Spend time today thanking God for paying the ultimate price to free you from the
power of sin and death. Pray expectantly and in hope as you look forward to Jesus'
return. Celebrate and take joy in the fact that one day ALL of creation wil be
redeemed from its bondage to sin and brokenness

Cotect,

Romans 8:1-2

Petporrd

Consider how you might partner with us this Christmas as we support Ally Global in
their ministry to rescue women and children from human trafficking Visit
crossridge.church/ally for more information about how you can get involved in this
practical work that reminds us of the truth that we ourselves have been rescued by
Jesus the Redeemer



DECEMBER 234 PRINGE OF PEACE

For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on His shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Peflect

’ What name for Jesus does this scripture reveal?
“ What does this name teach about who Jesus is and what he does”?
“‘ How will knowing and loving Jesus by this name change how you think, speak

and act today?

When we think of peace nowadays we often think of the absence of conflict, but the
bible's word for peace is Shalom. Shalom means wholeness or completeness; total
satisfaction or harmony. Isaiah the prophet pointed to the Messiah as one who would
bring Shalom to Israel, but also to all nations of the earth. As Prince of Peace, Jesus first
provides needed reconciliation; restoring humanity's peace with God rather than
enmity(Romans 5:1. ) Jesus also provides us inner peace in our feelings and thinking as
his Spirit bears his fruit in us(Gal. 5:22.) Finally, Jesus' peace offers us peace with others
as we are joined together into his family. As Christians, we are called to join Jesus in this
ministry of reconciliation and work with him to bring his peace to all people(l Cor. 5:18.)

Porasy

Let the peace of Jesus wash over your heart and mind as you thank him for restoring
peace to your relationship with God and others. Confess the areas of your life that are
lacking wholeness and harmony today, and ask him to bring his peace to your thoughts,
feelings and actions around these circumstances.

Cotnect,

Philippians 4:4-7

Petpoetd

What does a "peaceful environment" look like in your home? Does it involve music
playing? Hot drinks and reading by the fire? Doing a puzzle or eating by candlelight?
Share your ideas and then do your best to create that environment today and spend
some time In it. Let it be a reminder to you that Jesus brings a deeper. fuller, longer
lasting peace than what we can ever manufacture



DECEMBER

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel -
which means God with us.
Matthew 1.23

Peflect

‘ ‘What name for Jesus does this scripture reveal?
“ What does this name teach about who Jesus is and what he does?

”’ How will knowing and loving Jesus by this name change how you think, speak

From the time God's people were formed into the nation of Israel, what set them apart
was that the One True God lived among them. His glorious and saving presence dwelt in
the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle and then the temple. Sadly, because of Israel's
idolatry, the Presence of God eventually left the temple (Ezekiel 10-11) with no biblical
evidence that it ever returned. John begins his gospel with the incredible news that, "The
‘Word(Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us" In Jesus, the presence of God had
returned to his peoplel Through his death and resurrection, humanity was restored into
relationship WITH God and after he ascended to the Father, he sent his Spirit to be
poured out into his followers..making his home in his children in the same way he dwelt
in the Most Holy Place. One day Jesus will return to rule and reign visibly on earth, and
a loud voice from the throne will cry, "Look! God's dwelling place is with humanity and he
will live with theml"(Revelation 21:3)

Vopasy
As you pray today, take time to remember that God Himself makes his home in you
through his own Holy Spirit. Let the awareness of his closeness bring you comfort and joy
and let those feelings overflow into praise. Lift high the name of Jesus and pray with
anticipation for the day when Jesus will once again walk this earth and we will know
tangibly God WITH US!

Cornect

John 1.10-14

Petpperd

As you have opportunity, join the Church today in the gathering of God's people to
celebrate Christmas Eve. Look around at your fellow believers and celebrate that God
has come to be WITH us. Rejoice as part of the body or temple where God's Presence 1s
living and active here on earth and sing with JOY that one day you will see him face to
facel

and act today?



DECEMBER 25 IBABLE GIFT

Thanks be to God
for his indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:15

Peflect

’ What name for Jesus does this scripture reveal?
“ What does this name teach about who Jesus is and what he does”?
“‘ How will knowing and loving Jesus by this name change how you think, speak

and act today?

God is the first giver. Aside from every other good gift that comes down from the
Father(James 1.17) he first gives us his only Son(John 3:16) - the extravagant and
Indescribable Gift of gracel As his children, recipients of this gift, we receive it and

respond gratefully by living a life of gracious generosity ourselves. As we have freely
received, so we also ought to freely givel

Porasy

Pause for a moment on this busy day to be truly thankful before God for the gift of
Jesus. Praise him for his grace that is good news of great joy for all people. Ask him
to fill you with his generous heart, that you might life a life characterized by gracious
giving for his glory. Ask him to reveal Jesus as the Indescribable Gift to people in your
life who have not yet put their faith and hope in him

Cotnect,

John 3:16-17

Petportd

As you take part in the Christmas tradition of gift giving today..remember that in
doing so we reflect the generous nature of God. Take a morment in the midst of it all to
somehow treasure and express your gratitude for the greatest gift of all..the only Son
of the Father, the Christ Child, given for you
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