


 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

In addition to questions for discussion and reflection, 
we’ve included some simple tools to help you study John 

and the rest of the Bible more fruitfully, pray more 
intentionally, and walk in the presence of God with a 

deeper awareness and devotion. 

The following pages contain note taking space, 
questions for discussion and reflection, and a space for 

“Prayer Focus”. 

The space for taking notes is for during the sermon 
portion of our gatherings. We’d encourage you to follow 

along on Sundays and jot some thoughts down. 

The questions for discussion and reflection are the basis 
for discussion in our Community Groups, or for your own 

personal reflection on the passage. 

The “Prayer Focus” space is for you to take note of 
specific prayer requests brought up during our 

gathering times, or Community Group times. It can also 
be used as a simple prayer journal. 

If you’re not part of a Community Group, we would love 
to get you connected to one. For more info, please visit 

wwwwww..ccrroossssrriiddggee..cchhuurrcchh//ccgg or email 
ssaamm@@ccrroossssrriiddggee..cchhuurrcchh 

We pray this guide will be an encouragement to you as 
we work through the Gospel of John, together  

 



THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
 

The Gospel of John was written by the Apostle John, a Jewish, Palestinian 
fisherman called by Jesus to be one of the twelve who would walk closely 
with Jesus during His earthly ministry. This Gospel is John’s personal account of 
Jesus’ life, deeds, death and resurrection, which John wrote between 75-90 
AD in Ephesus (modern-day Turkey)- a vital urban hub of the Roman empire in 
the first century. John’s Gospel account is unique from those of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, which are referred to as the “synoptic gospels” because their 
aim is to provide a synopsis (a condensed narrative) of Jesus’ life. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke focus largely on storytelling, encouraging the reader to come 
to conclusions and implications on their own. John however, writes with a 
different structure and tone, leaving out many of the details and stories about 
Jesus that the other Gospel writers include. John also provides themes and 
includes stories and discourses not seen in the other Gospels, and this is 
intentional. John chooses key events and conversations from his time with 
Jesus and presents them in a way that is designed to engage the minds and 
strike the hearts of his original audience - a Hellenistic culture – That is, a mix of 
traditionally Jewish and culturally Greek people living in the Roman empire. 
John presents Jesus as the climax and fulfillment of many Jewish themes 
(creation and new creation, corporate worship, the expected Messiah, bread, 
water, shepherd). 
 
The first half of the book is structured around seven miraculous signs and 
seven “I am” statements of Jesus that reveal his identity as the long-awaited 
Saviour. In the second half of the book (chapters 12-21) John slows down and 
gives us an in-depth look at the last three months of Jesus’ life. An extensive 
portion of this half of the book is devoted to Jesus’ final words of instruction to 
the new Messianic community, as well as His final prayer.  
John then carefully walks us through the narrative and theology of the events 
leading up to and including His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, trial, crucifixion, 
burial, resurrection, appearances, and sending of His disciples..  
 
John also presents Jesus against the backdrop of the Greek ideas of Stoicism 
and Gnosticism that permeated the culture – using dualistic symbolism 
throughout the book such as darkness vs. light, disease vs. health, hate vs. love, 
temporal vs. eternal, rejection vs. belief, and death vs. life. In his own time and 



place in history, throughout the ages, and to us here and now- John speaks 
with power to the devoutly religious, the irreligious, and those steeped in the 
ideologies of their cultural moment. 
 
Rather than simply storytelling, John stops and explains the deeper spiritual 
meaning behind what we’re seeing. He gives us clear, practical, and powerful 
theology from the perspective of a disciple and friend who walked closely 
with Jesus. John wants us not to miss the gravity of who Jesus truly is and 
what He accomplished through His words, deeds, miraculous signs, death, and 
resurrection. For the original readers and hearers, and just as urgently for us 
today, the intention of John’s Gospel is clear: 
 
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. -John 20:31 
 
John wants us to see and believe that the Creator God, the saviour of the 
human race, the source of true meaning, and the light of the world that we are 
searching for, has come – and His name is Jesus. That Jesus is the Son of God, 
and the life that we need is found by receiving Him in faith. John doesn’t just 
want us to know some things about the life of Jesus, he wants to challenge 
and reshape how we think about God, ourselves, and the life we live. He 
wants for the living Jesus to become real to us and break into the present pain 
and darkness of our lives with the light and hope that only He can offer. As we 
read, study, and reflect on this Gospel, our prayer is that together through the 
power of God’s Spirit, we will know this Jesus personally, experiencing 
redemption, transformation, and life to the fullest in Him. 
 
 
May the Spirit of God who inspired these words be our guide in studying and 
applying them – opening our eyes to behold wondrous things (Ps. 119:18). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3 SKILLS FOR READING THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
 
John’s Gospel presents a persuasive portrait of Jesus so that you will 
acknowledge him as Lord and follow him. How can we learn to pay attention 
to the design and intention of the author? Here are three skills that will help you.  
 
11..  DDiissccoovveerr  tthhee  SSiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  RReeppeeaatteedd  WWoorrddss  aanndd  IIddeeaass   
 
The Gospel authors have woven their large-scale stories out of dozens of 
smaller stories about Jesus’ teachings or miracles. They have linked them all 
together by means of key repeated words to highlight their themes. There are 
two steps that are helpful in discovering the significance of this feature.  

 
Step 1: Look for the repeated words and ideas that connect the stories 
together.  
 
Step 2: Ask, “What does John want us to know about Jesus through 
these stories?”  

 
22..  PPaayy  AAtttteennttiioonn  ttoo  HHooww  CChhaarraacctteerrss  iinn  tthhee  SSttoorryy  RReessppoonndd  ttoo  JJeessuuss   
 
Instead of telling you how to respond to Jesus, the Gospel authors use people’s 
diverse reactions as a way of showing you how to—or how not to—react. For 
this reason, we recommend pausing after each short story to ask yourself two 
sets of questions:  

 
1. How do the people in this story react to Jesus? What are their 
motivations? What are the results?  
 
2. Do I see my own response to Jesus mirrored in these characters?  

 
33..  RReeaadd,,  RReerreeaadd,,  aanndd  RReerreeaadd  SSoommee  MMoorree!! 
 
The Gospel accounts were designed to be read many times and eventually 
memorized. There are insights about Jesus and the author’s message about 
him that you will only pick up after reading through this account multiple times 
and paying attention to repeated words and themes. Read slowly, then read 
fast, then slow again. You cannot immerse yourself in this Gospel too much!  



7 ARROWS OF BIBLE READING  

 
Here is a simple Bible-reading method you can apply whenever you read any 
verse or passage to help you be a faithful student of scripture, hear from God, 
and grow closer to Him. 

 
What does this passage ssaayy? 

 

What did this passage mean to its oorriiggiinnaall  aauuddiieennccee? 

 

 
What does this passage tell us about GGoodd? 

 
 

What does this passage tell us about mmaann? 

 
 

What does this passage ddeemmaanndd  ooff  mmee? 

 
 
 

How does this passage change the way I rreellaattee  ttoo  ppeeooppllee? 

 
 
 
What does this passage prompt me to pprraayy  ttoo  GGoodd? 

 



PRAYER OF SUBMISSION  
 
We are integrated, holistic beings - physical as well as spiritual - and our 
physical posture is deeply connected to the state of our hearts. Consider 
starting the day with this prayer and mirroring your prayer with your hands as 
a symbol of how you’re committing to live this day. 
 
SSuurrrreennddeerr  --  HHaannddss  UUpp 
 
I choose to hold my hands up as a symbol of surrender.  
My life is not about me. 
I surrender to your Lordship. 
I surrender my preferences, prejudices, and position to you. 
I surrender my fears, finances, friends, and family to you. 
 
GGeenneerroossiittyy  --  HHaannddss  OOppeenn 
 
I choose to hold my hands open as a symbol of generosity. 
What I have is not mine. 
I am only a steward of all that you have entrusted to me. 
I want to mirror the way that you opened your hand to us and lavished your life 
and love upon us. 
I want to live an open-handed life in a closed-fist culture. 
 
MMiissssiioonn  --  HHaannddss  FFoorrwwaarrdd 
 
I choose to hold my hands forward as a symbol of mission. 
I want to live for something greater than myself. 
I want to embrace and join you in your mission. 
To the lost, the least, the last, the lonely. 
To the poor, powerless, persecuted, and the privileged.  
 
I entrust this day, my life, and my whole being to you. All that I am and all that I 
have is yours, oh God. May your Spirit fill me and your hand guide me to be light 
in the darkness, and to bring you glory in all that I think, say, and do today.  

 
 



 
 

PRAYER OF EXAMEN 
 
A reflective prayer-practice that helps us to be more aware of God’s presence 
in our lives. With the Psalmist, we pray, 
 

“Search me, God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

See if there is any offensive way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

-Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV) 
 
We invite God to search the depths of our heart and reveal the areas that need 
cleansing, purifying, and healing. This practice can be done at the start of the 
day, in the middle, or at the end before you go to sleep. It involves praying 
Psalm 139:23-24 and thoughtfully engaging 5 simple steps: 

 

11 
BBeeccoommee  aawwaarree  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  pprreesseennccee 

Look back on your day with God. The day might be a blur, jumbled, or a 
struggle. Where was God present with you through people, places, and things? 

Pay attention to the details and small things (conversations you had, 
experiences, thoughts, emotions). Ask God to help you understand the day and 

glean what He wants you to learn from it with clarity. 

22  
RReevviieeww  tthhee  ddaayy  wwiitthh  ggrraattiittuuddee   

Look for the good in your day. How were you blessed by people, places, and 
things? Again, pay attention to the details. How did you experience God’s 

grace in big and small ways (food you ate, beauty you saw, pleasant 
interaction with someone). Thank God for as many things as you can think of. 

  
  



  
  
  
  
  

33 
PPaayy  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  yyoouurr  eemmoottiioonnss 

What were you feeling throughout the day? (Happiness, sadness, boredom, 
frustration, confidence?) What might God be saying to you through these 

feelings and emotions experienced in different situations? 
 

44 
CChhoooossee  oonnee  ffeeaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  ddaayy  aanndd  pprraayy  ffrroomm  iitt 

Ask the Holy Spirit to direct you to something during the day that God thinks is 
particularly important. It may involve a positive or negative feeling, an 

encounter you had, or a moment of pleasure or peace. Look at it, and pray 
about it. 

 

55 
LLooookk  ttoowwaarrdd  ttoommoorrrrooww 

What situations, tasks, encounters, and challenges face you tomorrow? Ask 
God to give you light for what tomorrow brings. Seek God’s guidance, help, 

and understanding. Pray for hope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DATE:  

J O H N  1 2 : 1 -1 1  
SERMON NOTES:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
THIS WEEK, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT,  GOD IS 

TEACHING/TELLING/SHOWING ME:  
 
 
 
 



Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N / R E F L E C T I O N  
S U P P O R T I N G  S C R I P T U R E S :  2  C o r i n t h i a n s  2 : 1 4 - 1 6 ,  2  S a m u e l  2 4 : 2 4   

  
1. What is John teaching us about Jesus by including details about the cost 

(v3, v5) and amount (v3) of the perfume Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with? 
How do these truths about Jesus inform how we ought to worship and 
relate to Him? 

 
 
 
 
2. What strikes you about Mary’s actions toward Jesus? What is it that she 

seems to value most? In what ways do you think John is encouraging us to 
have the same attitude toward Jesus and toward what we have-
especially that which we consider most valuable? 
 

 
 
 
3. Lazarus’ life became a testimony to the saving and healing power of 

Jesus (v9-11). When Mary poured out her most valuable possession at 
Jesus’ feet, the entire room was filled with a beautiful fragrance. Read 2 
Corinthians 2:14-16. When people listen to you speak, watch you live, work 
and interact with others, what do you want them to see? What areas or 
things in your life do you struggle to fully give over to God? What will it 
look like for you to truly surrender what you have to God in order to 
spread the lifegiving ‘aroma’ of Christ wherever you go?  

 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
THROUGH THIS PASSAGE, I  FEEL LED TO PRAY: 

 
 
 
 



DATE:  

J O H N  1 2 : 1 2 - 2 6  
SERMON NOTES:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
THIS WEEK, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT,  GOD IS 

TEACHING/TELLING/SHOWING ME:  
 
 
 
 



Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N / R E F L E C T I O N  
S U P P O R T I N G  S C R I P T U R E S :  Z e c h a r i a h  9 : 9 - 1 0 ,  L u k e  9 : 2 3 - 2 4 ,  1 P e t e r  5 : 6  
 
1. In what ways is Jesus presented as a completely different type of Messiah 

and King than the ancient or modern world expects? How does that 
effect the way you see, relate to, and worship Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
2. Read Jesus’ analogy in v24.  A grain of wheat contains millions of similar 

offspring. When it is put in the ground, it dies, and thru its death, sheds its 
casing and unleashes its many grains as resurrection fruit. What is Jesus 
claiming He will accomplish thru His death and resurrection? How is Jesus 
calling all those who follow Him to take the same path He took (v26), and 
how is this way of Jesus different than the world’s way of seeking glory? 

 
 
 
  
3. What does it really mean for us to “love” or “hate” our life in this world, and 

to “lose” or “keep” it for eternal life (v25)? Where in your life do you struggle 
to deny yourself and to die to yourself and to the world as Jesus calls you 
to? Where is God calling you to really come alive by dying-to find real life 
by laying your life down, and what will this look like? 
 
 

 
 

______________________________________ 
THROUGH THIS PASSAGE, I  FEEL LED TO PRAY: 

 
 
 

 
 
 



DATE:  

J O H N  1 2 : 2 7 - 3 6 a  
SERMON NOTES:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
THIS WEEK, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT,  GOD IS 

TEACHING/TELLING/SHOWING ME:  
 
 
 
 



Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N / R E F L E C T I O N  
S U P P O R T I N G  S C R I P T U R E S :  2  C o r . 5 : 2 1 ,  G a l . 3 : 1 3 ,  E p h . 6 : 1 2 ,  C o l . 2 : 1 5  

  
 
1. Read v27. Why do you think Jesus’ soul was so troubled? What was Jesus’ 

response to what He was about to endure, and what does that show us 
about the heart of God? What does this verse show us about both the 
humanity and the love of Jesus, and how can we draw comfort from this 
truth in our times of trouble? 
 

 
 
 
2. What three things does the cross accomplish according to Jesus (v31-32)? 

How do each of these effects of the cross apply to your life and 
discipleship right now?  

 
 
 
 
3. Even though on the cross the effects of sin and resulting judgment have 

been revealed, Satan’s power has been removed, and God draws all 
people to Himself in love- people still reject forgiveness, wrestle with sin, 
and choose not to trust Jesus. What is Jesus’ urgent invitation to us as the 
power to escape darkness and fight sin (v35-36)? Where are you 
struggling most in your walk with God right now? What needs to be your 
next step forward to walk in the light? 

 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
THROUGH THIS PASSAGE, I  FEEL LED TO PRAY: 

 
 
 
 



DATE:  

J O H N  1 2 : 3 6 b - 4 3  
SERMON NOTES:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
THIS WEEK, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT,  GOD IS 

TEACHING/TELLING/SHOWING ME:  
 
 
 
 



Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N / R E F L E C T I O N  
S U P P O R T I N G  S C R I P T U R E S :  H e b r e w s  3 : 7 - 1 9 ,  R o m a n s  1 : 1 6 ,  1  P e t e r  3 : 1 5   

  
1. The Jewish peoples’ constant hard-heartedness and rejection of Jesus, 

even after witnessing His many miraculous signs, led to their eventual 
inability to believe (v39-40). What does this teach us about the urgency of 
God’s loving call to us? What does this teach us about the danger of 
continuing to put off the decision to trust Jesus and continuing to live our 
own way?  
 

 
 
 
2. How do you see yourself reflected in the Jewish authorities who believe 

but do not confess their belief (v42)? Being honest, where do you find 
yourself caring more about the opinions of the people in your life than 
God’s opinion – wanting human praise more than God’s praise (v43)? Why 
do you think we struggle with this, and how can our hearts start to 
change?  

 
 
 
 
3. Do the people in your workplace, family, social circles, or other contexts 

know what you believe and stand for? Can they see it in the way you live, 
even without words? What do you think it would look like to start to share 
your faith in Jesus with these people in a way that is loving, humble, and 
unobtrusive, but confident? What’s your next step? 

 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
THROUGH THIS PASSAGE, I  FEEL LED TO PRAY: 

 
 
 



DATE:  

J O H N  1 2 : 4 4 - 5 0  
SERMON NOTES:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
THIS WEEK, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT,  GOD IS 

TEACHING/TELLING/SHOWING ME:  
 
 
 
 



Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N / R E F L E C T I O N  
S U P P O R T I N G  S C R I P T U R E S :  J o h n  1 : 9 - 1 2 ,  1 4 ;  2 0 : 3 1  

 
 

1. What strikes you most from this passage about Jesus’ identification of 
Himself and why He came? Is there something that resonates most deeply 
with you personally right now? Is there anything about Jesus from these 
words that you hadn’t noticed or considered deeply before? 

 
 
 
 
2. Jesus states clearly that there will be judgment on the last day, but for 

now, He has come with loving warning as the savior rather than 
condemnation as a judge (v47-48). Does that reframe any of Jesus’ 
interactions for you? How does that truth effect the way you read, 
understand, and apply the motive of Jesus’ words and actions we have 
come across so far in John’s gospel? 

 
 
 
 
3. How do you need to respond to Jesus’ passionate crying out to you this 

week? Do you need to trust Him as Lord and Savior for the first time? Do 
you need to abide more fully in His presence? Do you need to hear His 
loving warning, step out of darkness and bring certain sin into the light? Do 
you need to be reminded that in your sin and your pain, Jesus does not 
come to you now with a heavy hand as judge, but calls you into freedom, 
healing, and rest?  

 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
THROUGH THIS PASSAGE, I  FEEL LED TO PRAY: 

 
 



S p e c i a l  T h a n k s  To :  
 

Beulah Alliance Church, for inspiration for the Prayer of Submission. 
(beulah.ca/practices) 

 
Practicing The Way, for inspiration for the Prayer of Examen. 

(practicingtheway.org) 
 

Bible Project, for 3 Skills for Reading the Gospel of John. 
(Bibleproject.com/explore/video/how-to-read-gospel) 

 
7 Arrows Bible Reading, for the 7 Arrows Bible Reading Method. 

(sevenarrowsbible.com) 
 
 
 
 




