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Welcome! From Yass Community Baptist Church

YCBC is a Christian community that is Loved by Jesus, Sent by Jesus and 
seeks to Love like Jesus. 
To help you consider if the mission, ministries and future opportunities of 
YCBC align with your own calling, you are invited to review our Church, 
Community, and Lead Pastor profiles which have been established by the 
Pastoral Search Committee, affirmed by the Leadership and endorsed by 
the members of YCBC.
This document provides an overview of the responsibilities and 
characteristics of the Lead Pastor that we believe God is calling to lead the 
people of YCBC.

There are 3 sections following:
• A Church Profile, outlining who we are as a congregation of believers, 

intended to provide an insight into the character and makeup of the 
church. Please also visit our website www.YCBC.church 

• A Community Profile, outlining the characteristics of the community in and 
around the town of Yass. 

• A Profile of the Pastor being sought, outlining the sort of person we believe 
God would have us seek to be our next pastor. 
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Church Profile

Who We Are

Yass Community Baptist Church is a vibrant congregation of Christian 
believers living and worshipping in a rural community. Our members come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds. For some this is their first experience 
of life in a Christian church, many others come from experiences in churches 
of different denominations, and others have always been in Baptist 
communities. As a result, the makeup of the current congregation is a 
diverse mix which helps to make everyone feel welcome to genuinely seek 
God first and to honour and glorify him in our worship and service.

We desire to be faithful in our service to God and to grow in understanding 
of His word and His will in our lives. We desire to reflect his image to the 
people of Yass and its surrounds in word and in deed.     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Our Church's History

Since its humble beginnings in 1972 Yass Baptist Church has grown and 
has had an impact on the lives of many, as it has sought to serve the Lord in 
the town of Yass. It has seen various changes in worship locations, ending 
today in a purpose-built worship building completed in 2009 on the main 
thoroughfare through the town. It has been host to numerous pastors each 
contributing to the growth of the church under God's direction as their 
personalities and gifts have enabled them.

On the 24th of October 2009, we officially opened the current church 
building completely debt free thanks to the generosity of the church 
members and brothers and sisters in Christ from other fellowships who 
contributed their time and money to the building project.

It was during the time that Terry and Beth Logan were pastoring the church, 
that we were able to purchase land and build on it. They semi-retired after 
this and we were able to have Linton Smith with us as an interim for a time, 
and then we were able to call a young Pastor and his wife, Tim and Jo Kay.

We have always been a positive Bible based and outward looking church 
and our congregation although sometimes small, grew steadily during Tim’s 
time both in the number of people attending, baptisms and spiritual maturity.

Tim and Jo left after 3 years to pursue mission work in Russia and since 
2015 we have had Pastor Nick and his wife Kristy Barber with us. Our 
congregation has grown again, especially with many young families 
attending. Nick is a gifted preacher and leader and the Diaconate and 
Eldership have grown during his time with us. He has also overseen the 
appointment of a Church Operations Manager and a Community 
Engagement Officer to our staff team. Nick has spent countless hours 
updating our Constitution and his time here has seen our children’s ministry 
grow into a very active Kid’s Church. Nick and Kristy have been with us for 
over 7 years.

Like all churches there have been seasons throughout our history of 
challenge and conflict but by God’s grace we have also seen many seasons 
of growth, joy and fruitful ministry. 
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Church Leadership and Governance

YCBC’s leadership structure comprises of three paid staff members (a full 
time Lead Pastor, a part time Community Engagement Officer and a part 
time Operations Manager), five Elders and four Deacons (both men and 
women) including a Secretary and Interim Treasurer. 

Church Life

Members of the congregation are involved in regular activities throughout 
each week. Sunday worship with prayer and Biblical teaching forms the core 
of each week. This is supplemented by other activities which serve to enable 
people to use the spiritual gifts God has given them, and of course, to build 
deeper relationships with one another outside of the Sunday service.

Church Membership and attendance

Prior to Covid-19, Sunday services were consistently attended by over 100 
people, with approximately 200 calling YCBC their church home. Currently 
we minister to a congregation of about 125 people with about half that 
number attending on any given Sunday. We hope to see that number grow 
back up to the size it was before the pandemic (and more!). There are 
people who attend YCBC from both Yass as well as from the surrounding 
towns and farms. 

Currently we have 40 people on our membership role.
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Age Groupings

Below is a rough estimate of the breakup of our congregation according to 
age.

As the figures indicate, we have a high percentage of families with primary 
school aged children. There are very few young adults currently engaged in 
our church community. 

Services

Our Sunday worship service is held at 10am each Sunday. Our facility seats 
up to 200 people and is well provisioned with sound, lighting and streaming 
equipment. This service is a relaxed, “family friendly” service with seating 
arranged in rows facing the front of the church. We have seperate rooms for 
our Kids Church program and a parents room with one-way window and 
sound which is available for parents with babies and young toddlers. Our 
services include opening musical worship, welcoming and announcements, 
prayer, offering, monthly communion, Kids Church, bible reading, preaching, 
closing prayer and worship. Morning tea is available after the service while 
people talk and share.

The services emphasises the glorification and worship of Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour and Lord. The congregation as a whole desires to be taught 
fearlessly from the truths of Scripture and to be built up into the image of 
Christ.

Sunday services are now live streamed through YouTube and Facebook so 
that, even post pandemic restrictions, all of the community are able to join 
in. 
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Household 
Makeup

Number of 
households

Family 23

Couple 11

Single 4

Age 
Group

Number of 
People

0-4yrs 9

5-10yrs 33

11-17 yrs 14

18-24 yrs 2

25-34yrs 15

35-49yrs 26

50-75yrs 23

75yrs + 3



Worship

Worship is a major focus of life together in our church. As such, men and 
women are encouraged to participate in all aspects of our worship; leading 
services, praying, children's ministry, communion, baptism, testimonies, 
bible reading, leading and welcoming. Children are a big part of our 
community and are encouraged to take part in our worship time before 
leaving to attend their Kid’s Church program during the sermon.

Music

We have a talented team of singers and musicians who lead us in our 
weekly services. They are organised, professional and open to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading.

Prayer

Prayer is an integral part of church life at YCBC. People regularly engage in 
and lead prayer in all areas of church life, including before, during and after 
the morning services, in mid-week life groups and bible studies and through 
urgent prayer chains via SMS.
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Missions and Missionaries 

Currently YCBC is financially supporting the following Missions and 
Missionaries
- The Kay Family; Missionary Family in Russia with Pioneers Australia
- The D…. Family; cross cultural workers in Central Asia with Baptist 

Missions Australia
- The Baptist Association 

The church community also supports the work of Baptist World Aid and 
Compassion Australia through a variety of ways including coffee sales and 
Christmas card sales.

Church Property

The church owns outright the purpose built worship building and land which 
also contains a hospitality kitchen, 3 x kids church rooms, a parent 
supervised crèche room with live feed, a cry room with one way window and 
sound and storage rooms. 

The church building is regularly used by the local High School for exam 
times  and also the Funeral Directors. Many other community groups know 
that they are also able to use our building for their events.

Finances

Overview of YCBC Church Finances
 
• Our cash reserves are $47k.
• The majority of YCBC’s  income is through offering with a minimal amount 
<$2k from other sources eg funeral fees and building hire.
• We own our church building and have no current debt.
• We follow the Baptist Association’s recommendations for pastoral stipends.

In the last six years YCBC have fluctuated between a net annual surplus or 
deficit of less than $10,000.  However the last two years has seen this 
fluctuation increase due to the impact of covid.  For 2020 our actual income 
was $201,427 and expenses $152,130 giving us a surplus of $49,297.  For 
2021 our actual income was $140,750 and expenses $174,977 giving us a 
deficit of $34,227. At the close of February 2022 we remain in an overall 
surplus with $43,809 in our Main Operating account.
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Ministry Areas

There are many fruitful and successful ministry areas in YCBC. Some 
ministries are currently active while others are rebuilding post pandemic and 
slowly building momentum due to the current (and ever changing) COVID-19 
restrictions. 

 

Focus Ministry

Children/
Youth

-Kids Church 
-Combined Churches Youth Group

Congregation
/Adults

-Biannual Church Camp 
-Celebration Dinners; eg. Thanks giving 
-Praise and Worship evenings 
-Circle of Sisters; multi denominational Women’s morning tea 
-Gather Women’s Ministry 
-Life Groups and Bible studies 
-Men’s ministry nights 
-Live Streaming 
-Podcasting

Community/
Outreach

-SRE 
-Primary school scripture 
-Kids Hope 
-Messy Church 
-Holiday Play Group 
-Parents Night Out 
-Babe’s in Arms Movies 
-Yass Community Christmas Carols 
-Alpha 
-Community Care Meals 
-Online 3 minute Moments 
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What We Believe

YCBC supports the Statement of Beliefs as approved by the 1979 Assembly 
of the Baptist Union of NSW and revised by the 2003 Assembly.

Our Mission

YCBC is a Christian community that is Loved by Jesus, Sent by Jesus and 
seeks to Love like Jesus.

Yass Community Baptist Church exists to be a caring community of 
redeemed people who love and worship God, follow Jesus, are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, and believe in the authority of the Bible. We are called to 
be the tangible presence of Jesus and His witnesses in the Yass Valley and 
beyond.

Our Vision

Connecting, Engaging and Making Disciples
We strive to be a healthy and growing church that is both connected and 
engaged with the local community. Through acting as a witness of God’s 
love and sharing the gospel, we hope to see people become disciples of 
Jesus, be baptised and grow to maturity in faith.

Effecting Positive Change
We long to see the local community become a better place. We seek to 
actively bring the Kingdom of God into our local community and to lovingly 
invest into the lives of the people within it. We desire to influence and equip 
people towards positive personal change that impacts the whole community.

A Place of Healing
Our hope is to be a place of spiritual, physical, emotional and relational 
healing in the name of Jesus through practical care and the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Beyond Local
Our vision is to be engaged in God's mission not just locally but also beyond 
our local community, across Australia and globally.  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Ministry Strengths

We believe these are some of the strengths of our congregation and its 
ministries at the present time: 
Teaching/Preaching – our congregation has expressed an appreciation for 
the strong, approachable, relevant Biblical teaching and preaching that we 
have currently and a very strong desire to continue in this Christ Centred 
way.
Children’s Ministry – Our children’s ministry program, Think Orange, is a 
clear and well put together program that is easy to run and our children 
engage with on many levels. Primary aged children is YCBC’s biggest 
demographic and has the potential to become a strong youth ministry in the 
coming years.
Leadership (Staff, Elders, Deacons and Ministry Leaders)  - The 
congregation feel that YCBC has a strong and dynamic leadership team. 
Sunday Services - Our Sunday morning services are the centre of our 
church family life where we can all come together weekly to worship God. 
Worship team – we have a diverse and solid number of people who are 
able to lead us in worship each week. It is the hope that this ministry can 
continue and will also be built upon into the future.
Technology and streaming- during the Covid-19 pandemic we were able to 
become proficient in our use of technology by streaming the services live 
into the homes of the congregation. We have effective sound, lighting and 
digital visuals in the church as well as podcasts and a comprehensive 
website. 

Ministry Growth Areas

The congregation has identified that we have areas which could be 
improved as we move forward in Christ. Some of these areas are listed 
below:
Youth Ministry - building up solid teenage and young adult ministries. 
Attracting these ages and also being prepared for the primary aged children 
who will be in high school sooner than we’d like to think. 
Pastoral Care – the needs of the congregation in terms of pastoral care are 
ongoing and we hope to strengthen this ministry into the future. We have 
identified that people of all ages continue to benefit from caring interaction 
and support from both the pastor and other Christians in the congregation.
Engagement and Commitment - During and since the Covid-19 pandemic 
engagement and commitment to church services and ministries has 
declined. This will need to be a focus for the next Pastor. We need to 
encouraging regular church attendance and involvement and financial 
giving.
Men’s and Women’s Ministry and Life Groups - many of                                                                                                                                           
the congregation are in some sort of life group or bible study but momentum 
of these groups has not picked up since the easing of Covid restrictions. 
These groups and the men’s/women’s ministries have a great potential in 
the future.  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Community Profile

The Yass Valley Council area is located in south-eastern New South Wales, 
about 280 kilometres south-west of the Sydney CBD, and 60 kilometres 
north-west of the Canberra CBD. Yass was first settled in the 1830’s.

The Yass Valley Council area Estimated Resident Population for 2020 was 
17,321. The Yass Valley population forecast for 2022 is 18,479, and is 
forecast to grow to 27,315 by 2036. Currently the township of Yass has a 
population of 8,280 people.

The Yass Valley is thriving community made up of eight diverse towns and 
villages: Binalong, Bookham, Bowning, Gundaroo, Murrumbateman, Sutton, 
Wee Jasper and Yass. The projected growth of the Yass Valley is exciting 
and full of potential for the community and for our church. The Yass Valley 
has established itself as a desirable place to live; the favourable living 
conditions, vibrant friendly community and close proximity to the major 
capital city of Canberra all contribute to the steady growth of the Yass Valley. 
This has also created a competitive housing market and there are many new 
housing development being built.

From the 2016 census, the following details were captured for the Yass 
area.
 
• 49% Male, 51% Female, 2.5% Indigenous or Torres Straight Island, 91% 

Australian citizens
• Religious Affiliations: Christianity is the largest reported religion at 60% 

with Catholic the highest ranking with 26%, Anglican 21%, Baptist 1.3%
• The most common ancestries are Australian 46%, English 41% and Irish 

14%
• 90% of people speak only English
• 53% of adults have post school qualifications
• 35% of households are made up of couples with children, 30% are 

couples without children, 8% are single parent families and 19% of 
households have only one occupant.

• 75% of households own their home and 15% are renting.
• 97% of adult residents are currently employed
• 60% of working residents travel outside of the Yass Valley to work 

(predominantly into the ACT)
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Yass Township Local Services

The Yass Valley has a proud heritage connection to early rural Australia, a 
modern and well renowned food, coffee and wine scene, a thriving art scene 
and boutique shopping, while also being a 1 hour drive or bus ride to 
Canberra.

Churches within Yass 

In addition to the Yass Community Baptist Church there are 5 other church 
bodies in Yass with an active ministers fraternal; St Augustine’s Catholic 
Church, St Clements Anglican Church, Encounter Church - Apostolic 
Church, The Vine Church – Independent Pentecostal, and St Andrews 
Uniting Church

Education

There are 2 public primary schools in Yass along with Yass High School 
(with an active SRE program funded by the Yass Churches). Mount Carmel 
Catholic School caters for years K-6. Yass TAFE is located in the center of 
town. There are also 3 universities and a series of technical collages in 
Canberra which is about a 1 hour drive away. There are also 5 day care/
preschool facilities.

Medical Services

There are a number of GP clinics, pharmacies and dentists in Yass along 
with a range of allied health services including physiotherapy, pathology, 
chiropractic, optometry and massage. The Yass hospital is a public facility 
with emergency services.

Financial Services

There are a number of banks and financial institutions including 
Commonwealth, Westpac, NAB, and accounting and legal practices.

Shopping

There is one main shopping street which includes a range of specialty shops 
and cafes along with three major supermarkets: Woolworths, Aldi and IGA. 
Other retail outlets include Khub and Home Hardware. There are often 
Markets in parks and public buildings including Farmers Markets.  

Sport and Recreational Facilities
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Yass has plenty of indoor and outdoor sport activities including Rugby, 
Touch, Cricket, Tennis, Netball, Soccer, Olympic Swimming pool, 
Gymnastics, Golf, Bowling, Gym, Running Tracks, Boat Ramp. Yass has a 
series of outdoor play parks for children. There are plenty of exciting 
developments in motion including a sporting complex up grade and plans for 
a heated indoor pool.

Accessibility

There are taxi services available, a bus service to Canberra and school 
buses to the local schools. Yass consists of both aged care and disability 
services. Yass has different playgroup options, a public library as well as an 
overall genuine community atmosphere. 
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Profile of Pastor

Pastoral Characteristics

YCBC is seeking a Lead Pastor that teaches relevant biblical truths and is 
inspired to learn, serve and reach out to those within the community. A 
sincere love and compassion toward people giving rise to pastoral care.
Someone who has clear communication skills, is empathetic, humble, 
passionate, authentic and has a strong vision for the church and it’s people. 

Pastoral Priorities

In the early time at YCBC the Pastor should focus on getting to know the 
congregation and build relationships with them, the leadership of the church 
and the wider community including the ministers of the other local churches. 
Encouraging people to re-engage post pandemic should also be a big focus.

Salary and accommodation for the Pastor

We follow the recommended “Remuneration Guidelines for Ministers” on the 
Baptist website: www.nswactbaptists.org.au 

Remuneration level will be based on the level of relevant experience. The 
package will include stipend, car allowance, superannuation contribution and 
long service leave contributions. 50% of the stipend is exempt from fringe 
benefits, to be paid into a non-tax bearing ‘Ministry Expense Account’. An 
agreed housing allowance will be paid in lieu of the provision of a manse. 
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Lead Pastor Position Description
Job Title  
Lead Pastor  

Job Type 
Permanent Full-Time  

Experience and Qualifica6ons  
Accredited Minister (or eligible and willing to be accredited) with the Bap>st 
Associa>on of NSW and ACT 
Genuine personal rela>onship with Jesus.  
Experience in Pastoral Ministry  

Accountability and Support 
This role forms part of the YCBC Staff Team. The YCBC Staff Team are ul>mately 
accountable to the membership of YCBC. The Senior Pastor will be directly accountable 
to the Eldership of YCBC. 

Key Du6es and Responsibili6es 
The Senior Pastor is responsible for following key areas:  

- Development of ongoing Vision and Strategy for YCBC in collabora>on with the 
congrega>on and other leaders.  

- Pastoral Leadership of and equipping of YCBC congrega>on for ministry and 
mission.  

- Leadership and oversight of Sunday Worship Gatherings.  
- The teaching and preaching ministry of YCBC including Sunday services.  
- Team leadership, oversight and equipping of the YCBC Staff Team and Key 

Ministry Leaders. 
- Prayer for the YCBC congrega>on and the community.  
- Pastoral counselling and prayer for YCBC congrega>on members.  
- Administra>on and communica>on that is specific to the role of Senior Pastor.  
- Par>cipate in, lead and equip YCBC in local mission and evangelism.  

Other Du6es and Responsibili6es   
Maintain personal habits that strengthen personal faith and spiritual development.  
Conduct Weddings, Funerals and other services as appropriate 
Alongside the above du>es: 
- Mee>ng regularly with Eldership and Diaconate of YCBC. 
- Maintaining a mentoring rela>onship with an appropriate person external to YCBC. 
- Par>cipate as appropriate in the combined churches of Yass mee>ngs and ministry.  
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Remunera6on and Leave    
The rate of remunera>on is set in accordance with the recommended s>pends for 
Accredited Ministers as published annually by the Bap>st Associa>on of NSW and ACT.  
This is to be reviewed and updated annually.  
5 weeks annual leave  
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Lead Pastor, Yass Community Baptist Church

About Yass Community Baptist Church

Yass Community Baptist Church is located in the growing community of Yass 
in the Canberra region. YCBC is a growing church with a vision to impact 
our local community with the love of Jesus. The church is currently staffed 
by our Lead Pastor, Community Engagement Officer and Church Operations 
Manager, and volunteer leaders.

About the Role

Our current Lead Pastor has recently commenced a position with the Baptist 
Association of NSW & ACT and so we are looking for a new Pastor to lead 
us. The role will include:
• Ongoing Vision and Strategy, and Pastoral Leadership. 
• Oversight of Sunday Worship Gatherings, and the teaching and preaching 

ministry.
• The leadership, oversight and equipping of the YCBC Staff Team and Key 

Ministry Leaders. 
• Prayer and pastoral counselling.
• Administration and communication
• Local mission and evangelism. 

About You

You are the right fit for this role if you have a genuine and personal 
relationship with Jesus, are committed to the local church, ministry and 
mission, and you are, or are willing to be, an Accredited Minister with the 
Baptist Association of NSW & ACT. 
If you would describe yourself as:
• A clear communicator
• Empathetic
• A team player
• Humble
And you are passionate about:
• preaching, 
• teaching, 
• pastoral care, 
• vision and strategy,
• Ministry to all ages

Please see the full position description for more details.
You can email your expression of interest and resume to 
secretary@yassbaptist.org.au by 17th April 2022.
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Please also feel free to email secretary@yassbaptist.org.au or visit 
www.YCBC.church for more information.
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