
The Reformers 
Part 2 

Read Luke 18:9-14 (Jesus’ parable of the pharisee and the tax collector) 

Today’s Reformer: “Jus$fied by faith is he who, excluded from the righteousness of works, grasps 
the righteousness of Christ through faith, and clothed in it, appears in God’s sight not as a sinner 
but as a righteous man.” 

Also: “We are jus$fied before God solely by the intercession of Christ’s righteousness. This is 
equivalent to saying that man is not righteous in himself but because the righteousness of Christ 
is communicated to him by imputa$on.” 

Both are the words of John Calvin. 

John Calvin 

Born in France in 1509, in a town about 60 miles northeast of Paris, John Calvin was 25 years 
younger than MarOn Luther. 

By the Ome he was a teenager, he began studying to become a catholic priest.  He studied 
theology in Paris from 1523 to 1528, but he became disillusioned with Catholicism and decided 
to study law. 

• Calvin was not converted unOl 1533 and he would never go back to Roman Catholicism.  
This ex-catholic would be used by God as sort of a 2nd generaOon protestant reformer. 

Due to persecuOon, Calvin leX for Switzerland to a town called Basel, which is right on the 
border where Germany, France, and Switzerland meet. 

• His intent was to live a quiet life as a private scholar 

It was 1536, and he was passing through Geneva, Switzerland and met a man named William 
Farel.  Farel was another of the reformers and he would be instrumental in pulling Calvin in. 

• He was very impressed with Calvin and knew that he could help the cause. 
• He was so impressed in fact that he warned Calvin that God would curse him if he didn’t 

stay in Geneva and help lead the protestant church there. 
• Calvin decided to stay 

Also in 1536, Calvin published the first ediOon of what he called the (InsOtutes Of The ChrisOan 
Religion).  This first ediOon had 6 chapters.  Right away, this work was viewed as the finest 
Protestant systemaOc theology to date. 



Calvin wrote the “InsOtutes” as a defense of the protestant faith and a plea for the French King 
to permit them to pracOce without persecuOon. 

• These were centered around the theme of the knowledge of God 
• Among other things in his InsOtutes, he wrote about: 

o SalvaOon 
o The ChrisOan life 
o The sacraments 
o The funcOon and life of the church 
o And the Apostle’s Creed 

By 1559, Calvin would finish work on the 3rd ediOon of his InsOtutes that expanded rom 6 
chapters to 80 chapters. 

• About the insOtutes, Author, Nathan Feldmeth said: “This me$culous work is the 
doctrinal anchor for reformed theology and has had a profound effect on 
Presbyterianism, Puritanism and various reformed churches worldwide.” 

In 1538, Calvin wanted the church to have authority to fence off the Lord’s Table. 
• He hated the idea of permibng people to parOcipate in Communion while they were 

living in unrepentant and open sin. 
• Calvin was big on church discipline, so he wanted to exclude them. 

o 1 Corinthians 11:27 “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 
Lord.” 

But eventually, Calvin and Farel were run out of town and Calvin ended up in Strasbourg, further 
north, on the French and German border. 

• Calvin was there for 3 years 
• He pastored a French-speaking congregaOon and lectured at the theological academy 
• Married a widow with two children, and they would have one child together 

o A son, who would die as an infant 
• He published a commentary on Romans as well as his second ediOon of the “InsOtutes” 
• His wife died in 1549 aXer only 9 years of marriage…he never married again 

AXer 3 years, the city of Geneva would call Calvin and Farel back to the city and Calvin would 
famously begin preaching there again right at the point of biblical text he had leX off in when 
they ran him out 3 years earlier. 

• He preached more than 2,000 sermons there, where he would also spend the rest of his 
life 

• Among other things, he also helped start a system of charity for poor people and a 
public sewer system 

• Also, the Geneva Academy was started by Calvin to train pastors and it would later 
become the University of Geneva 



In 1555, there began to be an influx of protestant refugees from England as they were fleeing 
the brutality of Queen Mary I as she engaged in harsh persecuOon of protestants. 

Calvin influenced many people, including many of the leaders in the mix of refugees.  They 
would study with Calvin and eventually take the reformed teaching back to their hometowns. 

• A Scobsh preacher named John Knox would take reformed theology back to Scotland 
• Through his efforts came what we know as Presbyterianism. 

Calvin had some controversies in his life, but probably the most well-known and most oXen 
menOoned is the one surrounding a man named Michael Servetus. 

• Servetus was a major hereOc 
• He was physician and an AnabapOst from Spain 
• He combined many heresies 

o Astrology, Pantheism, Neo-Platonism, Semi-Pelagianism, and Socinianism 
• He denied the Trinity, and the deity of Christ 

He had already been condemned to death by the Roman Catholic InquisiOon and so he escaped 
to Geneva looking for sanctuary.  Somehow, Calvin got word of it and warned him to stay away 
or he would have to face the consequences. 

He was recognized by someone in a church service and was arrested and put on trial for 
blasphemy in keeping with LeviBcus 24:16 “Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall 
surely be put to death.” 

• Some believe Calvin was the prosecutor in the case, but he wasn’t 
• Some believe he was the judge, but he wasn’t 
• He was called as a witness by the prosecuOon 
• Servetus was found guilty and sentenced to burn at the stake. 
• Calvin pleaded for a more painless execuOon by beheading, but was not listened to 
• Servetus was burned at the stake on Oct. 27, 1553 

Based on the Omes they were living in; Servetus would have received the same sentence in any 
place where he would have been found.  There was nowhere in that Ome where people had 
what we call religious freedom. 

So, this event is oXen used today to try and discredit Calvin and all his work.  We live in a Ome 
where people talk about Calvinism and probably much of what people talk about is not even 
what Calvin taught or is a great distorOon of what he taught. 

Author Curt Daniel wrote, “Modern opponents of Reformed theology use the Servetus incident 
to discredit Calvinism.  This is illogical. Should we also deny the Trinity because Calvin taught 
trinitarianism and Servetus did not?  Should be deny jus$fica$on by faith also?” (The History and 
Theology of Calvinism) 



John Calvin died on May 27, 1564, when he was 55 years old.  He didn’t want a grave marker. 

There are doctrines that the reformers differed on in some instances, but many that they did 
agree on, which are foundaOonal to the reformaOon of the church and have carried over to 
what we even believe to this day in the protestant church. 

• They all played a part in recovering Biblical truth 
• In bringing light out of darkness 

Calvin dedicated his life to preaching and teaching the glory and sovereignty of God. 

It is said he wrote more per year than most ChrisOans today read in a year 
• He wrote commentaries on almost the whole Bible 
• He wrote on the church, sacraments, predesOnaOon, sin, life aXer death, the French 

Confession of Faith, poems, hymns, and more. 

According to Curt Daniel, “He preached at least 5 $mes a week and lectured in theology almost 
every day.  His sermons are masterpieces of expository preaching.” And “His theology was 
evangelical and Protestant.” (From “The History and Theology of Calvinism”) 

• Also, most of his sermons are sOll in print today and he wrote over 4,000 leners to 
persecuted ChrisOans, other theologians, monarchs, and others. 

Calvin agreed with the Apostle’s Creed, the Nicene Creed and the 5 “Solas” of the reformaOon:  
That Scripture alone is the authority for the church and that salvaOon is by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone. 

• He believed in the infallibility, sufficiency, and inerrancy of scripture. 
• He was all about the sovereignty and glory of God 

John Calvin: “For what is more consonant with faith than to recognize that we are naked of all 
virtue, in order to be clothed by God?  That we are empty of all good, to be filled by him?  That 
we are slaves of sin, to be freed by him?  Blind, to be illuminated by him?  Lame, to be made 
straight by him? Weak, to be sustained by him? To take away from us all occasion for glorying, 
that he alone may stand forth gloriously and we glory in him?” 

John Calvin: “For un$l men recognize that they owe everything to God, that they are nourished 
by his fatherly care, that he is the Author of their every good, that they should seek nothing 
beyond him…they will never yield him willing service.  Nay, unless they establish their complete 
happiness in him, they will never give themselves truly and sincerely to him.” 

What about the so called 5 points of Calvinism? 

The Synod of Dort (a council set up to solve the dispute between Arminianism and Calvinism) 
• 1618 in the Netherlands 



Arminians (Remonstrants)…followers of Jacob Arminius 
o Emphasized man’s free will in salvaOon 
o They denied the reformed teaching of Calvin 
o Followers of Jacob Arminius wrote 5 arOcles of remonstrance (strong protest) in 

1610…they disagreed with 5 areas of John Calvin’s Biblical teaching on salvaOon 
o They stood for: 

▪ CondiOonal PredesOnaOon 
▪ Universal, Unlimited Atonement 
▪ Total Depravity, or DeprivaOon 
▪ Grace is Necessary, but ResisOble 
▪ The Possibility of Falling from Grace 

Calvinists (Counter-Remonstrants) …followers of John Calvin 
o Emphasized God’s sovereignty in salvaOon 
o Taking place almost 60 years aXer Calvin died and one year aXer Arminius died 
o The 5 points of Calvinism only came about to refute the points that the followers 

of Arminius had come up with. 
o The 5 arOcles of remonstrants were condemned by the Synod of Dort in 1619 
o They would write the 5 points of Calvinism as: 

▪ Total Depravity (not far off from the Arminian point) 
▪ UncondiOonal ElecOon 
▪ Limited Atonement 
▪ IrresisOble Grace 
▪ Perseverance of the saints 

John Calvin’s teaching conOnues to impact the world today 

Other notable people: 

Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560) 
• He was a close associate of MarOn Luther in Winenberg and was the main author of 

what is known as the Augsburg Confession.  This Confession came about in 1530 at the 
Diet of Augsburg before the Emperor, Charles V. 

• This confession is a very important document in Lutheran history. 

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) 
• He was a protestant reformer from Zurich who is considered the father of the reformed 

branch of the ReformaOon.  He convinced the Zurich city council to allow him to make 
sweeping church reforms like abolishing the mass.  He was a contemporary of MarOn 
Luther and the two of them agreed on many doctrinal issues but differed sharply on 
their understanding of the Lord’s Table. 



William Tyndale (1494-1536) 
• English Bible translator who fled to Europe because translaOng was illegal in England at 

the Ome.  He translated the New Testament from Greek and the Pentateuch from 
Hebrew.  In 1536, he was arrested and executed by command of Henry VIII, the King of 
England.  His translaOon efforts laid the groundwork for subsequent English Bible 
translaOon. 

Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) 
• He was a Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury who helped spark the reformaOon in 

England during the reigns of Henty VIII and Edward VI.  Cranmer was executed for his 
faith by Mary I (known as “Bloody Mary”) 


