Praying For The Harvest

36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered,
like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." Matthew 9:36-38 NKJV

35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes and
look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for
eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the saying is true: 'One sows
and another reaps.' 38 | sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labors." John 4:35-38  NKJV

Why is prayer for the harvest important?

1. PRAYER DOES SOMETHING IN ME.

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one
hour?" he asked Peter. 41 "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
body is weak." Matthew 26:40-41 NIV

41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father,
if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 43 Then an angel
appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. Luke 22:41-43

29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word,
30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy
Servant Jesus." 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  Acts 4:29-31  NKJV

2. PRAYER DOES SOMETHING IN THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WE PRAY FOR. (Acts 12:1-17)

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.
Acts 12:5 NKJV

10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by
itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now | know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued
me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating." Acts 12:10-11 NIV

12 So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was
Mark, where many were gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl
named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she recognized Peter's voice, because of her gladness she did not open
the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood before the gate. 15 But they said to her, "You are beside
yourself!" Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said, "It is his angel." Acts 12:12-15 NKJV

Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished.
Acts 12:16 NKJV

There are forces we need to fight against in prayer.

1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of
disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. Ephesians 2:1-3 NKJV

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NIV



There are 2 doors that need to be opened:
1. The doors only God can open
2. The doors only you can open

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9

There are 4 things we can do to reap the harvest:

1.

2.
3.
4

Pray for people

Love people

Share your story with people
Invite people

NIV



